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do not lke sunlight and do most
of their hunting after round, red
Mr. Sun hag gone to bed behind
the Purple Hills, But when food i3
very, very scarce they often have
to hunt by day as well as night.
Hooty and Mrs. Hooty had spent
the winter right there in the Green
Forest despite bitter cold and snow
and ice. They are stout of heart.
are these two big Owls. They are
the first of all the feathered folk
to nest. It was now only the mid-

dle of March. Sweet Mistress

Spring was still on the way. Here
and there in the more sheltered
piaces in the Green Forest there
was still snow. Yet already there

were babies in the big nest in a

This deal ocurred in the recent
Vanderbilt Tourament, which is &
team-of-four contest on a total-
point basis. At one table the
North-South pair bid and made
four hearts—West not having been
inspired to make a club lead,

tall tree in the lonellest place deep
in the Green Forest.

Bobby Coon had found this out.
Twice he had tried to climb up to
that nest. Twice he had been dri-

ven down with'. scratched face

and torn coat. Could it be that he
was planning to try again? Hooty
and Mrs. Hooty suspected that he

was. There someone about his size

in some brush a little way off. Two

Owls had both heard and seen

gomeone there. Who else was it

likely to be? Who else could it be?

available to North—a penalty
double of two spades, or a bid of
two notrump. North's actual heart
raise was nothing but a weak com-
promise. It was only natura! that
South should read this as a purely
competitive. gesture and should
stop short of game.

Everything considered, it would
seem that North's best action was
to double two spades. If South
stood for the double it figured to
be very profitable, and if he did
not, North could carry the .auc-
tion on to game.

ways open begging for food. And
food was not easy to get. It took a

lot of patient huutilig just to keep

those babies fed, not to mention
themselves. This very minute both

should be out hunting. But this
would mean leaving those preclous

little ones all alone, and there was
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