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it. Second came deaths by scores fram its
after effects, or from the many atmospheric
changes of the past few months. Severe cases
of pneamonis, bronchitis, intense catarrh and
general loss of strength were the results, until
death was almost welcomed as a relief to the
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Aunt Mirands and me! There musta't
be more—there mustn’t even seem to be
more—between us.”

““But then I may hope!” he said, eager-
ly, grasping her hand.

“l promise nothing—for you must
not even have that excuse for speaking
of this again, either from anything:l
do, or may seem to do.” She stopped,
released her hand, as her eyes were
suddenly fixed on the distance. Then
she said with a slight smile, but with-
out the least embarrassment or im-
patience: ‘‘There’'s Mr. Champney
coming here now. I reckon he's look-
ing to see if that wreath is safe.”
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