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THE ATLANTIC STEAM SHIPS,

Exiraet from & work receraly published by
Captain Mackinnon, R. A.:
he Atlantic is now so cnmplolely hlld]ed by
the m: .-uamnm ollins,
e Yoyogs TRRED e ) bbese B
mere pleasure trip. AR 1'horo WoWes wov: 8 34
pular account contrasting the perlormunruohhe"
great lines, I propose 1o give ilo erience
of a voyage 10 New York by a Cunard m.m.mp,
the America, and a rewrn iSoydpe ts Liserpool by
the Cnlhm vessel, the Bl
At11 A M, on the 10 JnlLl&'ﬂ,l found
myulf nd luggage on board the sieam-tug at
the place of embarkation at ol, and in a
few minutes was conveyed alongside the Cunsrd
vessel America. ‘The passengers who crowded
the deck of m little tug were anxiously scanning
hing about them, and no doubt speculating
on'the charaoters of thos with' whot they were
10 be 50 ulou]y plcked up for the next ten da
wail steamer

nm-m.. cunsumption of fuel s 80 tons per
er eo 16s 64
e she daily Ty
31 nchen. i Diatmmarta m waier - whoelt; 38
leuath of buckets, I8 feet, width 20 inches ;
number of buckets 0 each wheel, 32 ; Dismeter of
paddle-shaft in the bearing, 23 inchy
In smooth aiar the wheels average 15 revolu-
tions. ller average steam for the last year,
15 inches; limit permitted by the company, 1%
3 s Mdom reached at sea, an' the
eylinders e -umn team faster than it can be

and,
biens

5
H

espd i My bervspond tvor rads 2tots
mis mu por.hour, aad.the losat Jaat. winters
for , 167 nautical miles. None of the

s A ST caulked outside since
they were launched, or were ever hove-to at sea
from stress of weather. Three thousand pounds,
or fifieen thousand dollars, are expended 1o sup-
ply passengers and crew for one

Sitod and back. Wisee and liguor
cluded in this expenditure,

Commereial (ravellers
e most numerous class, the great manu-
faoturing houses in England have discovered
Brothds donsiban Is after ‘ally ope'ef oor best
customer
Although every arangement in the America
was substantial and good, and the captain an
i nd able officer, there was a degreo
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of pompous mystery in the arrangements of the

vessel very much in contrast with the Yaukee

the ship’ y run or any
pasmnn ssenger ventured to ask a ques-
tion from one nl the officers, he met with a sullen
reply.—A part of the wpper deck was denied to
the passengers, uniess especial friends of the
officers, These trifles caused a certain degree of
restraint, and formed @ topic of conversation
amongst the American passengers, who could not
fail to see the contrast thus afforded 1o the univer-
and cordial civility and attention in Yankee
vessels.

'he America, although ove of the olde
slowest of the Cunard line, is a very good
Upon starting from Liverpool, deeply laden mm
cargo and coals, her speed did not exceed eiy
aud a half knots per hour, which gradually Tond-
sed 10 nearly ten, s in proportion to the consump-
tion of her fuel, her weight was diminished. No-
thing could exceed the smoothness and beauty
with which the rngmzl pevﬂlrm!d their work.
Fortunately, the oce ootli as glass,
lml me Jassengers, ye St mg twice at the
1able, became sociable and friendly. Some

nd

© nadl
oy B B L b SH) '"'.x
great edification of our
described _his atiempt m
yard. 1 went down,” said he,  with two
Americans, with whom 1 had been stopping in
Loodon, ‘to see the dock-yard at Portsniouth.
On giving our names at the gate, my American
friends put down their residences in certain Ame:
rican towns which bore English names, and were
further  question ;
ted c.n.d- w be my
lmmodmemlv the official

s were aboard, who very freely express-

10, il treatment

place of residence.
pronousced me 1o bo s forcigwr, adding that my
admission could not be permite

Several intelligent Amenrun hipmasters and

builders were likewise on board, and the celebra-
ted construcior of the “ Merco Polo,”" from New

ranswick. The conversation after dinner turn-
ed upon the various modes of naval architecture,
and the general opinion appeared 1o be that if
fifty feet bow was added to the “ America her
speed would be prodigiously increased, even with
her present engi

+And pray,” said one 1o the builder of the

-wpala, +¢what price did you get for your fine

1,400 1on shi

“ Very hul’c," replied he ; ¢ not half what she
s worth ; only £9,000.”

" What sort of fig
anks & Wh
consider the spropos
» replied our  fiond m.m New Brans-
vneh " n thought a man with lop boots and
Fase rsalor wiulé be the proper and classic cos-
1ame for so uhbrned a traveller !

Only imagine ! the Ventian traveller of the 13th

head did you give her 7’
3 New Brunswick

century d ke an English coutry squire of
the 18ih !

Since 1855, the value of ships has risen so
much, there is little doubt that the Marco Polo is

just worth at the preseat time at least double her
Such are the chances of speculation

steamer a better chance for cross-
intic, as the sea was as smooth as a
0 eight days lhn s r... indiea-
1od the -ppmeh to the banks of dland,
he tenth day !zued eoeat of Novs
anounced our vieinity to Haliiax. From
oyage is short to Boston ; but the
weather still continued cold and foggy. On en-
tering Boston Bay the ehill aimosphere rendered
warm clothing necessary, though upon landing,
the heat was most oppressive, the thermometer
stands °in the eoolest place. It is im-
give an ldeq\uu. account of the_ener-
b n change on the frame.
On ‘e Yok T took 8 passage in
the Bulm fnr whmh Tpaid & 120, about £24, and
now proceed to give a deseription of that vessel.
"Thie Amerioan steamship Ballic, belonging to
the Collins hnn, was built by Jacob Bell, of New
York, at a $710,000, equal in round num-
bers to £142, 000, barque rigged, and can
sproad about the same quantity of canvass
ordinary -loop.or .
Her mm

£f
£<

45 fee dlplh, 59 feet. | tonmage, 3,7 !
204 inohes it the throat 0 iches at the plank
sheer. She is fastened with diagonal irgn braces
throughout, and has three decks below the spar
deck. With 1,100 tons of coal, 600, toos of
freight, and full complement of passengers and

we aboul 92 feet. She_can ac-
class passengers, and 38 second

is fitted with two_ side-le 96

Tinders, aod 10 feet N eba, Gk th ok
cost of engings and boilers wus § 260,000, equal
1o £50,000.

0 the "
made, only a sufficient advance upon
10 cover losses from breakage, &o.
of the ship aro charged same as
ean answer for the cheapness an

 frime coxt
he officers
assengers. |

goodness of
these articles from my own experience.

The usual charge for passenger
Englaud aud £ 24 fiom Ameries. @ re
being thus considerably cheaper. It 1o
give the waiter that atiends at table ten shill.ngs,
and likewise the bed-room attendante ; the stew.
less who attends ladies at same rate. The
officers mess together ; there are likewise separate
meesses for the engineers, sailors, stokers, and
coal-trimmers, o that they do not interfere with
each other. ‘l he three latier classes have fre
meat in the morning and at noon, and sali p
and Lm for supper. Ti
T8, in consequence of the se orl
h:\zlup‘ulu- sions set out for them all
night. The officers and men are in two watches,
d ul logs are kept both in sailing and
cngine .lv,.mm. 5.
doing justice 10 these magnificent
veusalnin siating thak they ate, beyond any com-
tition, the finest, the fastest, and the best sea
ats in the world. 1am sorry 1o be obliged to
say this; but, as & naval officer, 1 feel bound in
candor to admit their groat superiority,  Their
extraordinary easiness in a sea cannot fail 0 ex-
ite the admiration of a sailor ; and | never beheld
thing like it. There was none of that violent
plunging, that sudden check usually attonding a
large ship in a heavy head sea. The elongated
bow dipped gently in when a vast, wall-sided,
a1d threatening swell appeared overwheln

Bt

Vessel appeared 10
level with the water, and as gradually ‘o
again afier passing, Most wondrous of all,
"oa eviz came b boazdy Sng1he  fossing: 4nd
angey waters appesred o ylide larmlecs
her peak and narrow bows.
diffrence i this. tespect lo the Py
very ordinary head sea would
neh -..gu]y, and with huge volumes, over fier
bows. I atiribute these admirable qualities to
two reasons :  First, the long and gently gradua-
ted bow ; and secondly, the lightness and buoyan-
cy of the fore part of the vessel, when releived

it This bowsprit, in the Cunard

iderably from the bow, aud its
ravated by the leverage
caused by i projeotion. T am net aware of s
exact weight, but it must be enormous, particular-
Iy at the extrmety. The most experienced sailor
would be very much deceived in forming a judg-
ment of the seagoing qualities of the Cunard and
Collins steamships from a mere outside inspection ;
and T acknowledgo that, at frst,  could not con-
ceive the Collins line to be so safe and easy in a
sea as the Cunard line. Frnm a cnmldeuble
experience in all classes of steam vessels
d America, | advisedly

v
ut and out "y long odds, the very beet
steamship I ever sailed in.

inued)

MISCELLANEOUS.

A LAKE OF PITCH.

The Island of Trinidad is situated about
seven miles from one of the mouths of the
Orinoco river. The most remarkable na-
tural feature of this islans Pitch
Lake, situated in th
it. The lake is nearly a mile and a half
in circumference, and the pitch or bitumen
at the sides is perfectly hard and cold ; but
toward the middle it becomes grnd
warmer and softer, till in some places it is

iquid state.

y Whig, at
Port of Spain, Trinidad, gives the follow-
ing dlscnp(mn of this remarkable luke :

nagine a black surface, a dreary, de-
snln(e black, spread out to the length of
half a mile, by an eighth in width, slightly
varied by many fissures some of them but
a step ncross, some too wide to jump. A
few of thes fissures filled with short shrub-
bery, but most of them are mere pundn of
water, clear as the mountain spring.

“ Then imagine the whole hordered by
a thick growth of trees and the graceful
bending bamboo, and this whole border
thickly hanging with a_ profusion and vari-
ety of beautiful flowers ; and 1 know not the
spot elsewhere where the eye can rest on
such @ profusion of flowers at a glance ;
this may possibly convey some general idea
of the peculiarity of a general view.

“For a closer inspection of the central
part of the lake, I secured the services of
& negro, to carry & plank for me to bridge
the unjump issures.

1 then lmlml spots where the surface
of the pitch ‘would gradually sink beneath
y feet, 5o that in a fow moments 1 stood

n cavity ankle deep. Not wishing to

piteh deeper, I changed my position, In

other places it scemed to be boili
for the surface around me wungubbh-‘
and simmering like that of a pot over the
fire, while the gas thus disengaged was
very strong.

““Though the surface of the lake i u’-
nerally too hard to receive a foot-)
being usually just hrd enougb to cut rea
dily with an axe, are places where the
pitch oozes out in a nouly Ilqllld form, so
that one may dip it with a spoo

** Near the lake I fn\md a ulnnd man
engaged in boiling the pitch in seve
Iurgs boilers. A part of this he sells after
boiling, in a pure state, and to the rest he
adds a portion of lime, when it is shipped
as mastic. He says that he has cut from
the lake a great many hundreds of tons,
but he never penetrates more than ten or
twelve inches below the surface, and the
hole is always filled again within two days
after the cutting. The supply is, doubtless,
inexhaustible,

““ But the pitch is not confined to the spot
I have endeavored to describe. There are
masses of it extending miles inland, and in
several points it exterds to the sea beach,
At the last place it is cut out in large quan-
tities to ship to this city, and to some of the
islands, for use in building and flagging the
streets. It is used by the steamers as fuel,
being largely mixed with coal, and is re-
cecently coming into use in the manufac-
ture of petrolium,

““But whenever these cuttings are made
on the lake, inland, or on the beach, the
quantity is almost |lnmedlllely made good
and in_some places gradually increases.
The neighborhood is in motion, very slow.
to be sure, yet there i is, as it were a grow-
ing up of the surface in spots, so that the
houses in La Brea are found now and then,
to have a side or an end raised a few inches
above its opposite one.

THE EARTHQUAKE AT SHIRAZ.

The Caucase publishes a letter, dated the
Lath of May, from M. Fagergrene, a Swe-
dish physicianin the service of Persia, whic!
gives the following further details of the
earthquake at Shiraz, on the 21st of April :
) nlngnl\ kmm that _Uu- town of
pletely destroyed by an ur(hqunke Up to
this time the shocks have not completely
finished, and God knows when we shall be
relieved from our anxieties.

“It is impossible for me to describe the
horror of the first shock, lasted for
five minutes. All the mhnbnlanu where a-
sleep, from which they were awakened by
a noise louder than that of thunder, and by
a mass of stones falling into their rooms.
This, at least, is what occurred to me. My
first idea was to fly, and I was fortunate
enough to reach the centre of the large
court with those who resided in the house,
when it fell to the ground. The immensity
of this disaster was only visible when day-
light appeared. On every side the eye
could see nothing but a heap of ruins,
streets blocked up with stones, and dead bo-
dies being carried on litters without the
walls of the city.

“It made the heart bleed to see the
limbs of persons showing themselves from
Bafnathilie of rubbish, and men, women,
and ch.uf ren endenounng to withdraw the
ated bodies of their friends and
relations from beneath the ruins, which, in
their despair, they were tearing away with
their teeth, their hands, and their nails. Out
of several thousand victims, the lives
only a very small number were nved.
These scenes were repeated for five days,
during which it is calculated that twelve
thousand persons perished. On the fourth
day, large bands of bnglndn made their

and

mhubunnu, who were wnhout defenua and
without asylum, of what little they had ‘been
able to save from the ruins.

““For three days, the town was d
up to the pillage of lhue bng nds, whose
numbers were incre: by a report that
Begler Bey, the Puh- of Shiraz, was a-
mong the dead. Shocks are still felt three
or four times in a day, and are so violent,
that houses, which huvu resisted fﬂm"
shocks, are falling to the ground, one
after the other. My life, -nds that of m)
wife, | aved, but all that I had
made since my arrival in this count u ln-m
1 purchased a house three montl
which is now nothing but a heap of ruing.™

ered

SnoRTENING-IN LivA Beans AND Squasn-
rs.—The Famity Visitor states that Cllppm'
the shoots of Lima beans, when about six
feet hig roduces an abundant crop, the
beans ripening in August. Squashes, the
vines of which were nipped after two or
three squashes had formed, were larger and
ripened better. By cutting out the early-
bearing branches, a succession of squashes
was obtained through the summer. Tom-
atoes which grew on an excessively rich
piece of grulmd were not benefitted by

d more vigorous shoots




