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PERSONALITIES IN POLITIUS.

| [From the. Toronto Nation.]

| ‘Two of ourcity dailies were engaged re-

| cently in discussing the use and abuse of

| personalities as a weapon of party warfare.
| On certain general principles they are both

agreed ; it is only when they cometo thei:

| practical application that we can detect

In the ab-

| stract, we are told, attacks upon private

any divergence of opinion,

| character, the exposure ofsocial weaknesses|

and unnecessary references to the person-

ality of journalists, are to be condemned ~

that is, generally speaking. But when we

descend to the concrete, there is need of
muchdelicate consideration.
causistry of oar contemporaries, however,

is not of a very subtle kind it deals with
particular instances in an easy and sum

maryfashion.

missable which serve the interests of my

party, and those others

which militate egainst it,

can always be urged for the most outrage-

ous violations of the general rule, provided

they are madeavailable on the right side

The political

Those personalities are ad-~

are scandalous

Reasons of state

We need not enter into particulars
subject is not an attractive one, and the

examples of what we mean. It is some-

thing, at all events, to have the general

principle asserted, that private life and

public life are spheres apart; and that,

although the public has every right to
scrutinize a man’s conduct in relation to

the one, honor, if such a thing be known

in our day, forbids intrusion upon the

sanctity of the other.
is only a truism easily uttered

should be so emphatically uttered at the

and whyit

determiue. One hardly knows whether
to hail it as acompact between both par

ties in favor of something like honorable

controversy in politics, or to smile at it as

a measure of temporary expediency, use~

ful for the moment to one or other of the
political parties, and anon to be discarded
by either or both of them.

pelled to express the belief that the latte:

We are com.

tended deprecation of personalities,on both

sides, is asham.
showsit in every page of the record,

Theirhistory, as parties,

Ifit

were not so, why hedge about a broad and

generous rule of political conduct with

qualifications which make it the preserve

ofa particular party?

it be to cover an unrepented past and leave

open the way to an equally peccant fus
ture?

In some countries, notably in England,

there is a principle called honor, which

forbids men to take unworthy advantages

[tis not the custom,
in such countries, to dog the steps of a

legislator in his convivial hours, or to pick
up the fragments of his correspondence

froma spittoon. One statesmanis said to

have destroyed undoubted evidence cf trea-

son placed in his hands, because it was
procured by discreditakle means, prefers
ring to allow an opponent to escape rather

than tarnish his honor as an English gen-

tleman.

corruption, and his name was Sir Robert
Walpole, In this country it would,

first sight, be difficult to understand why

He has been called the father of

personalities formso often the chief engine

ofpolitical warfare. As high amoral sense

professional men as in England Looking

back, in memory, over a quarter of a cen«

tury, we can bear full testimony to the

sterling integrity of the active workers in

How is it that, in poli-

its

this community.

tics alone, honor seems to have lost

hold ?

slander and falsehood and trickery which

Whence the foul atmosphere of 
envelopes our public affairs ?

Shall we answer our own questions? It

is because the spirit of party has poisoned

the springs of public life. It is because,

when great principles do not divide men,

they must devise ostensible lines of sepa-
ration. It is because the readiest weapon

in the hands of an unscrupulous man is

also unfortunately the most attractive.

Hence espionage takes the place of honours

able political warfare, and men view public |

measures through the microscope instead of|

manfully, with the broad and steady eye

which, while it overlooks (the specks that

mar, takes in the broad outlineof acts it is

called upon to survey, !t is this political

microscopy, peering into the smallest de- |

tails of Government expenditure, or search-

jng, on the other hand, into the most pris |

vate incidents of a man’s private life, which

is the curse of Canada.
is concerned, it is worse than the American

systemof “interviewing ;’ because it does

not even listen to the story of the man

whose story it professes to tell. There isa

lamentable wantof respect for the sanctities

of humanlife among ourpoliticians; and

if they would bethink themofit, although

they boast themselves to be the leaders and
instructors of their fellows they have fallen

leagues behind themin honourable feeling

and considerate conduct. A merchant who
would retail a scandalous story of a fellows
merchant would meet his deserts; but a

politician, particularly a journalist, who can
discover, invent or give a heighted colour

to something which may damage an oppo-

nent, at once establishes a claim uponhis
party. So it will continue to be so long as
the Canadian people are willing to see na
tional aims and national progress subord:.

nated to a miserable scramble for political

office.
-_ “se.

.

astonished when a woman told him that she
had six children, the oldest of whom was
four years, and that she had been married

only five years, and his surprise was not di-

of twins who were gamboling and frisking
aboutin an adjoining roorn.

DevisgraTE Murpver.— Belleville, Sept.
3.—A most deliberate and unprovoked

Race Course Hotel, about two miles east of
the town. That place is noted for fast

while a dance was going on
named John Josey and Jonathan Blythe-
man, drove down in a buggy, and after
remaining ashort time, called one of the

urged her to go with them. Upon herre~ fusal, Josey immediately drew a revolver
|and shot her through the head. She died
jin about two or three hou

| The two men then got into the buggy and
| drove down the road, but after going @
Short distance, they got out and made tos
| wards the Bay. The police were quickly
on haad,and succeededinarresting Blythe-

}aman without much difficulty, but Josey

/had got a boat and was endeavoring to
The police patrol.} " ,escape across the Bay.

| ledthe Bay: ly succeeded| led the Bay all night, and final
in them. Other scenes go to make this a) in arresting Josey this morning near Red-

nerville, Both men are now in custody,

the|

reader may appeal to his own memory for |

Yet, after all, this |

present time in particular, it is not easyto|

aoe |
view is the correct one, and that the pres

Why, indeed, unless|

at |

prevails amongst our merchants and our|

So far as the latter|

A California census taker was naturally|

minished when she showedhim three pairs|

murder was perpetrated last night at the |

dances and rough crowds, and last night|
two men,|

girlanamed Jane Boulton to the door, and|

. ;

rs afterwards.|

MAS@ELLANEOUS.

| Lord Dufferin intends to go to Ireland
| next year.

A seif-raking reaper in Iowa is said to
gather in one leg per diem.
There are eight hundred total abstains

ers among the cab-drivers of London.

Don Alphonso has arrived in London,
and the ex-Queen Isabella accompanies

him:

| Itis understood that Mr. Jenkins has
resigned the Canadian representation at

| London.

The Japanese census only shows three
| thousand criminals in a populatien of over
| thirty-three million souls,

| The total cotton crop for the United
| States for the year ending SeptemberIst,
| 1874, amounts to upwards of 42 .000,000
bales.

he‘Life of Benjamin Franklin,’ by the
| ion. John Bigelow, is announced for early
publication by Messrs, Lippincott, Phila-
deiphia,.

It is reported that Prince Bismarck has
| proposed to King Christian of Denmark the
' union of Denmark with the German Con,
j| federation, and that the King has declined
| the proposal.

| Mr. J. A. Garth Marshall, a member of
| a well-known Leeds family, had lost his
| life by falling down a crevasse on Mont
Blanc. A guide who accompanied him

| was also killed.

Sicily has been placed under martial law
in consequenceof the increasingly disturb»
ed state of the island. Several regiments
had been sent thither, and courte-martial

| were to be established there for the trial
of offenders.

Duke Parma and (ounts Caserti and Bari
have had a conference with Don Carlos, at
which it was agreed that Carlos should be
the representative of the four Bourbon

' branches with presumptive rights to the
Frenchthrone,

Wheat along the line of the red River,
| between Moorehead and this city, has been
harvested. The grasshoppers have not
done amuch damage, and the crop is ap-
parently good, Potatoes in the same Jocal«
ity are to be a heavycrop.

It was announced that Major-General Sir
Alfred Horsford, K.C.B.—-who was the Brie
tish delegate to the Brussels Congress—had
been appointed military secretary to the
Commander-in-Chief in place of the late
Major-General Sir James Lindsay.

The news of the return of the Austrian
Polar Expedition, which left Tromsoe, July
14, 18 has arrived, The vessel was
frozen in and abandoned, and the men ar-
rived at Vardoe, Norway, Sept., 3, by a
Russian schooner which they encountered
in Puckono Bay.

Mr, Uriah A. Boyden, of Boston, Mass,
has deposited with the Franklin Institute
the sum of one thousand dollars, to be
awarded as a premium to “any resident
of North America who shall determine by

| experiment whether all rays of light, and
other physical rays, are or are not trans-
mitted with the some velocity.’

In beginning the the world, if you don’t
wish to get chafed at every turn fold up

| your pride carefully, put it under lock and
kev, and only let it out to air on grand
occasions. Pride is a garment all stiff

| brocade outside, all grating sackscloth on
| the side next the skin. Even kings don’t
| wear the delmaticum except at a coronas
tion.

| Jersey, the little island in the English
| Channel, sent to the London Markets in
| two months this spring $1,000,000 worth of
new potatoes. The season's crop of this
vegetable gives for the total area of the
island $35 anacre. It is believed that an
egual success could be hadin the southern
countries of Ireland if there were energy
and enterprisetotryit.

-_—-
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| It is stated that the French wheat har-
vest will be unusually abundant this year.
Instead of having, as last year, to import
wheat and flour to the value of $12,000,000
stg.,Prance will be able to export from $3,-

| 000,000 to $4,000,000 worth of grain, and
this not only means a large increase of
wealth to the irench farmers, but ought
also to mean cheap bread in England.

The latest advices from the Gold Coast
stated that Captain Lees—who had been
sent to mediate in the dispute between
the King of Ashantee and the revolted
chiefs —was very wel! received at Coomass
sie, and that all danger of a rupture had
passed away. At Quitta also tranquility
prevailed, and trade in all parts of the

| Protectorate was reported to be good and
| improving.

About 250 Roman Catholic ladies and
gentlemenstarted from the Victoria Station,
London, shortly after eight o'clock on Sept.
Ist, on the pilgrimage to Pontighy. They
arrived at Newhaven about half-past ten,
andafter a somewhat rough passage across
the Channel, reached Dieppa a little before

| five. Thence they continued their journey
| to Paris, where a large number of English
| pilgrims had alreadyarrived.

SincuLaR Accipent.—A singular accident
| happened at Mount Hope Insane Asylum
this week. One of the female patients
swallowed a pair ofscissors, in a fit ofcap-

| riciousness she took up the article and put
| them down her throat. They lodged in the
| stomach, and remain there at present, but
thereare signs of their coming out through

i the side, A medical consultation has been
| held in the matter, andit is hoped the un-
| fortunate waman’s life may be saved. The
case will form an interesting contribution
to surgical matters.—Halifac Reeorder,

rhe late Lord Dalhousie by his will di-
rected that all political correspondence and
confidentia! public papers connected with
his official life are to be selected and placed
in a locked box by themselves, sealed up

; and deposited in the family charter-room
| at Panmure, and not to be opened till the
year 1900, and all correspondence with
public menis to be arranged andsimilarly

deposited. His celebrated busts of Lord
Byron and Charles James Fox were left,
the first to Mr. John Clerk Brodie, and
the second to Mr, A. Rutherford Clark,

At a Grand Lodge of Freemasons of Eng-
land, held at the Hall in Great Queen
street, London, Sept. 2, the Grand Secre-
tary read a letter from the Marquis of Ri-

| pon, Grand Master, stating that the writer
found himself no longer able to discharge

| the duties of that office, and must there/

| fore resign it. Upon the motion of the
Grand Registrar, it was agreed to accept

| with regret the resignation of his lordship,
} and, a letter from the Earl of Carnarvon,
Deputy Grand Master, which pointed out

i that the government of the craft would
| now deyolye on the Prince of Wales, as
| Past Grand Master, having been read,

| deputation was appointed to invite His

| Rosal Highness to act as Grand Master

|

let

until a new election should take place.

Afterwards resolutions were passed expres«

sive of regret at the death of the Earl of
| Dalhousie. Past Deputy Grand Master, and

lof condolence on that event with the

Lodges of Scotland, of which he was Past

| Grand Master.
Geruan Wines.—The Cologne Chamber

of Commerce in its yearly report, which has
just been issued, complains of the adulter-
ation, or rectification, as it is called, of Ger-
man wines. * This,’ it says, “assumed

alarming proportions last year among near-

| ly all the vineyard proprietors of the Mo~
seile, and among many of the makers of
Palatinate. Unsugared natural wines are

now scarcely to be met with iu the Moselle
district, and the addition of sugar hand in

' hand withliberal dilutions of water and the
usual ingredients of spirits. The mixture
is fermented with grape husks; it is then

' styled wine.’ Last year 18,000 centners of
| eommonpotato sugar were despatched from
'Coblentz up the Moselle, and considerable
| quantities were sent to the upper Rhine, so
that manycellars now contain more 1573
wine than than the vineyards actually pros

‘duced. Only an abundant crop can
‘this practice, and potato sugar should be,
‘subjected to the same tax as the grape
sugar,’
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