ranium City's Debt

Runs Over

By ALLEN SACKMANN
URANIUM CITY, Sask. (CP)
pranium gaye. this rugged
Jorthern comemunity its name,
45 reason for being and its big-
gest headac e.
The headache- I8 a capital
debt of $2,200,000. Mayor Jack
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$2 Million

Woodward says the tows
ably couldn'c pay it if Eldondn
Mining and Refining Ltd. was
forced (o close its uranium
mine |
Eldorado, which pays 75 per
cent of the taxes here and em-
ploys 500 of the 1,500 residents,
uranium contracts that ex-
pire in 1066. Prospects for new
concracts are grim.
Uranium City was forced into
" dilemma by the rapid
that accompanies the
hi.rﬂ: of a boom town, Roads,
utilities, schools and hospitals
were suddenly needed as (ne
tiny bush settlement overnignt
became a town of more than

Backed by the Saskalchewan
government and Eldorado, wno
bought the debentures, Ura-
nium City borrowed $3,000,000
to provide the necessary ser-
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burned down. It was re . .
i ' e oo s | 2,000 Forest Fire Fighters
unicipality, a donation from - (4
Fdorado wie e miern-| Move Into Action In Ontario

Eldorado has always Mlp.d

000 have “moved Into action _this of 20 air bases.

S e a S month lo prolect Ontarios for-| " More han 30 fire obse

homes. Payments were $40 a | ®5 from Hery destruction. | tion lookouts are on o

month, a blessing during. the | . SUPPOried by aircraft and,| alert, each connected by radio

inflationary 1050s ahen o ouy | tower smoke ‘spoters, the men| o a network that was A or-

room  apartment cost $125 -y | 8¢ recruiled by the Depart- | ganized in 1927.

T ey Hil b 83509 | Ment of Lands and Foresis' pro-| The equipping of the Hre.

000 outstanding 1n pesqon® | tection branch, and begin their | fighting force is similar to the
outstanding In residential | eampaign as tourists flock m‘»mhlem- faced_In outfitting a

mortzages to employes, o o Tt mall Tents, hllnhﬁs,‘

Eldorado is the lasc of elgnt nt, hand tool
P s gl fy o Some 80 psr cent of all forest kuch-n ululprm

|

fire:
area and has invested $42, %00 | attributed t all utilized.
000. Since starting in 1953 it ha :J, prad lo s, rAmey 8
produced 13,455,992 pounds, o |

Toe doparimert bossts 8 o

e i ahorls | miles of hose and 1
Last year it turned nutlw-!,» have shown an above-normal | Scatiered around Ontari y |

212 pounds, # drop of 104000 | number of forest fires. In the o be caled ‘upon aimont "‘u

Lro!m the vrﬂ'mu.;a vyear. Market = months of April and May this tly a fire is reported

| price is abowc $3.03 a pound | year, 52 fires burned over 1

compared with more than $11 | 000 acres—more than four times | SAUCE CONTENT |

in the days when ore was being | the number for the same period | A (ypical bottle of savory

shipped to the Uml?d States for | in 1960. sauce contains such ingredients

BT Tomwy COmte. | The: dapechibtbelale gervice,| ay mustard, paprika, alepice,
Since the fndusiry stabilized | has 44 planes ready to combat| %inger, dill, nutmeg, clove g

on bej
uranium worth $235,000, lqe oru:::n and

vices.

In 1961 the international ura.
nium market collapsed and the
town's population fell o the
present 1,500. The community
then had a property assessment
of more than $12,000,000. Today
it's $8,000.000. More than 5
| cents of every tax dollar goes

toward debt retirement.
SOME DON'T PAY

Tax collection is also a prob-
lem. Residents are sometimes
reluctanc to pay faxes because
of the town's uncertain future

“They're in a habit of pull-
ing out, leaving their buildiny
empty and their taxes unpaid,
says the mayor. “Some of the
back taxes are pretty old aou
we've started stepping on them
pretty hard. If someone leaves
and the taxes are more than a
year old, we give them
chance to pay and then take
possession.’

Seizing the buildings doesn't
put. dollars into municipal coi-
fers, however. Real estafe is al-
most worthless.

only investment being
made in Uranium City is by ki
dorado, spending $1,200,000 this
year on new equipment to im-
prove the quality of uranium |
| ore extracted.
A. R. Allen, mine manager,
says the investment is being
e because indications are
that uranium will agan be m
demand in the mid-1970s and
then “we can offer z betle
product when people
Mr. Allen, who fears n\e Qnuu
will die if the mine i
doned, says the Crown l‘f\l’p("a
tion is continually hunting for
new markets, Consideration 1s

afier the 190 slump, there has | the flames—a3 of them Beaverl. lie. u"'am"" fenugreek  qnd
| been little staff turnover lt El~ 10 largor Otters and a Widge ands

res in the province have been | frucks, canoes and barges au‘n

X
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witheivil project: TORONTO (CP)—An army of| During the fire season, helicop- |

own !mp‘l’n:‘::‘ 'ﬁ‘d ,,.,,,mm firefighters—more than 2,500 | ters also are used, operating m'g\
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dorado, says Mr. Allen.
those et iy foethave ett | RIPLEY'S BELIEVE | IT OR NOT
long. ag

(T
probably scay until it closes, ae
says, because Eldorado pays
high wages and has an incentive
program for miners. A top-
notch miner can earn up to
$12.00 2 year.
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| OTTAWA (CP)—Landings ot
| sea fish and shellfish in May

| rose 159 per cent in value from
| a year earlier, but declined 3.3
| per cent in volume, the burea
of statistics has reported.

The landings in May of this
year fotalled 180,223,000 pounds
| worth $15,482,000 compared wiin
| 186,842,000 pounds worth 13,
350,000 a year earlier.
| "The Atlantic coast catch fen
27 per cent to 157,501,000
pounds from 161,846,000, but ‘the
landed value jumped 21.3 per
| cent to $12,012,000 from $9,901,-
0.
| National landings In the Jan-
| uary-May period_dropped 3.6
| per cent to 603,873,000 pounds
| from 626,515,000, while the value
| rose 12,7 per cent to $31,639,000
from 28,082,000
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