
 

Czechoslovakian Factions In
BattleOver. Economic Reform —

Ry JOHN BFST
PRAGUE (CP) An all

out battle has been -joined in
Crechosiovakia™” between ith

eral economists and conserva-
tive elements in the ruling

Communist party resisting

their economic: reforms

The reverberations are cer-
tain to be felt if political and
social fields as well
The fact that economie re-

have been - 4fficially
adopted as government polity:

doesn't blind the liberats
ynevitable clash with the

vested interests
Opposition to the chanzes,

perhaps. the most sweeping
ever_undertaken in the Soviet
bloc, starts “just below the

‘of the party-government

vachine. a leading member
of the reform group told me

It’ extenda, down to factory
reanagers and even produc-

forms

the

tan”

 

ON THE AIR
Tbe sollowing program

ings are published free of

charge a8 a public service and
appear as presented to us by
the stations, concerned.
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or. subsidianes—and stil turn

ton workers wha have |
learned to live with a swstem

which, while it doesn't offer
great materia! rewards,
doesn't demand much. hard

| work either se

Opposition will alse coma
from loca! party bosses whose
personal power largely —-.de-
rives from their ability to use
influence to keep unprofitable
factories going. Under the new

system such enterprises will
become profitable -or close
down :
This could have !mportant

political repercussions in Sie
vakia, southernmost of the
three provinces and less de
veloped. than Bohemia and

| Moravia ; ,
| WILL FREE PRICES
' The essence ofithe program

is to introduce ‘market fac-
tors into the economy and
eliminate planning rigi-
dity which. reformers say,
-has brought about stagnation.

The price structure will he
loosened to allow many con-
sumer goods to find their own
level while other goods will |

be allowed to float between
price limits agreed upon. by
producers and retailers
Prices of raw materials and

_basie foodstuffs will enntinue
to be controlled by the gov-

| @rnment
| Factory managers will be
| given more fndependence. But
, they will also be expected to

| operate more or less as fac-
| tory managers in the West
do—generally without props

a profit
|‘ This is the sore point. ex-
perts sav. Many directovs who
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eninv large bonuses who

have learned the rules of the

game_and know how to juggle
manpower, resources. statis

| ties, and whatnot-in order to

show what looks like a profit,
will not take kindly to’ the
new order

It is assumed some will try .
to sabotage the reform.
“The old methods of man-

agement are so firmly en-
trenched. that it will not -be

easy to abandon them,says
Prof: Otaker Sik, sdmetimes
called the father of reform.

| “Sik, chairman of a state
committee for planning ana |

‘economy, |administering the

speaks out frequently anda
boldly against interests he

| suspect; of bucking reform.
|.WORKS FROM WITHIN

He is & member of the
Communist party's central

| committee. This gives him a
| certain power hase from
| which to attack prevailing
dogmas Yet he isn't in the

| position of, say, Russia's Pre-
mier Kosygin who has behind
him the prestige of the high-
est government in the. land

| when he plumps for a liberal
reform

Sik knows he's up against
powerful people—some more
powerful than he—but one of
his strengths is that he offers
a cure for a chronic {fllness.
This was the consideration
that apparently brought An-
tonin Novotny, president and
Communist~party chief,
around to backing reform.

~-Noevotny, an_old-guard Com-
munist: whose leadership ex-
tends back te the Stalin era,
accepted the. changes only

after he had become con-
vinced. of the absolute neces-

sity ;
Sik has laid down two prin

ciples for transforming Czech-
oslovakia’'s economic struc.

ture: It must- conform toe
market -demands .and must
ensure . “optimal profit’ of
enterprises
“Society cannot afford te
maintain those enterprises

| which are
| bw the work of others.”

in fact supported

Change can be brought
about “only by the consistent
‘implementation of the new
system of management.”

“It will be up to all of us te
open up real space not only in

litical and ideological field,
for its early implementation.”

BOOSTS ECONOMISTS

The implication is ‘that the
party should loosen up and

the economic, but in the po-

6
©

i
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matter how much he deserves

to be ? ;

Reformers would like te see

the trade unoens change into

agencies genuinely concerned
+ not only with the welfare of

mately equal pay with profet
sors—and get it And

was the charwoman at a unt
versity who. complained. that

the president “making

there

wat

 

four to five.times as much as workers but with promoting

she was if*s not unlikely she efficient labor ‘

made her pointe and got a But they wenld: be us

raise against a powerful enemy +
DESTROYS INCENTIVE they attacked unions directly

” Run hy, men of proven politt-
This tendency to enualize { veliabiiity tub dlls aba

pay retardiens of prior. (arelibl aeaby
ance, ant ability. bas ‘de ones * grounds for thestroyed incentive to _ work oe. Sreiin
hard and be. inventive.. And = faithful."!_says a reform

the cost to the economy has _*¢onomist
been hich’ : , ie 4
One purpose of the reform SEEK NEW MEMBERS

s to substitute » comprehen =teens England (CP)—The
sive system of a = Royal Automobile Club is dis-
managers and te asec tributing membership leaflets
on productive effort printed in Urdu for Pakistani
Another task is to” reshape

trade unions into organs
working to promote industrial
efficiency rather than thwart
it.

Until now trade unions have m
acted to some extent as Aa TENNIS STARTED SMALL
shield protecting the. jobs Sf There were 22 competitors
lazy workers. Qualified. ob- and 220 spectators at the first
servers say it's practically Wimbledon tennis tournament
impossible to fire anyone no im 1876

RIPLEY'S BELIEVEITORNOT
a

J -

immigrants in Yorkshire, Inter-
ested motorists are asked to

iwrite in English to the nearest
jmembership office.
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been smart ensucvh to-overcome—
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question.
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‘DIDYou FORGET |
THE HOUSE.MONEY
FOR THE WEEK ?

 

THEY MUST PRNT
THE STUFF WITH
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— JP Ap.
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