(zechoslovakian Factions In
 Battle Over_Economic Reform

By JOHN BFST

PRAGUE (CP) An all
et battle has _been -joined in
Crechoslovakia™ between |ih-
era! economists and conserva-
tive elements in the ruling
Communist party resisting
their economic. reforms

The reverberations are cer-
tain to be felt if political and
sncia] fields as well

The fact that economle re-
have been - #fficially
pinpted as government peliy *
inesn’'t blind the liberats
ynevitahle clash with the
vested interests

Opposition to the changzes,
perhaps. the most sweeping
ever undertaken in the Soviet
hine, starts “just below the
"-of the party-government
a leading member
of the reform group told me
1t extendg down tn factory
managers and even produe-
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Ihe ollowing program
tnzs are published free of
charge as a public service and
appear as presented to us by
the stations, concerned.

IHURSDAY PROGRAMS

tion- workers who have
learned to live with a system
which, while it doesn't offer

Ereat material rewards,
doesn't demand much. hard
{ work either g2

Opposition will alsa coma
from local party bosses whose
personal power largely .de-
rives from their ability to use
influence to keep unprofitable
factories going. Under the new
system such enferprises will
become profitable - or close
down :

This could have Important
political repercussions in Sio-
vakia, southernmost of the

| three provinces and less de-
{ veloped' than Bohemia and
| Moravia ! ’
| WILL FREE PRICES

"~ The essence of the program
Is to introduce ‘market fac-
tors inte. the economy and
eliminate planning rige
dity which. reformers say,
-has brought about stagnation.

The price structure will he
loosened to allow many con-
sumer goods to find their own

level while other goods will |

be allowed to float between
price limits agreed upon by
producers and retailers

Prices of raw materials and |

_basle foodstuffs will epntinue
to be controlied by the gov-

| ®rament
| Factory managers will be

| given more {ndependence But
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| they will also be expected to
! operate more or less as fae-
! tory managers In

the West
do—generally without props

a profit
{ ' This i the sore point
pertis sav

oex-
Many directors who
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| eniov  large  bhonuses who
have learned the rules of the
game_and know how ta juggle
manpower, resources, statls

{ Hies, and whatnot .in order to
show what looks llke 3 profit,
will not take kindly to ' the
new order

It is assumed some will try .

to sabotage the reform.

“The old methods of man-
agement are 80 firmly en-
trenched: that it will not ‘be
easy to abandon them.?’ says

Prof. Otaker Sik. sdmetimes

called the father of reform.
| ““§ik, chairman of a state
ecommittee for planning ana
administering the
| speaks out frequently ang
| boldly against interests he
| suspect; of bucking reform.
| WORKS FROM WITHIN

He is & member of the

Communist party's central
| committee. This gives him a
| certain pawer bhase from
| which to attack prevailing

dogmas Yet he isn't in the
| position of, say, Russia's Pre-
mier Kosygin who has behind
‘him the prestige of the high-
est government in the land
when he plumps for a liberal
| reform

Sik knows he's up against
powerful people—some more
powerful than he—but one of
his strengths is that he offers
a cure for a chronic {llness.
This was the consideration
that apparently brought An.
tonin Novetny, president and
Communist~party chiet,
around to backing reform.
~Novotny, an old-guard Com-
munist - whose leadership ex-
tends back to the Stalin era,
accepted the. changes only
after he had become eon-
vinced of the absolute neces-
sity :

Sik has laid down two prin-
ciples for transforming Czech-
oslovakia's’ economic  strue.
fure:. It must- conform teo
market .demands .and must

ensure . “optimal profit” of
enterprises
" “Society eannot afford fte

maintain th o se enterprises
| which are
| by the work of others ™

in faet supported
Change can be brought
about “‘only by the consistent
- implementation of the new
system of management.
“It will be up to all of us te
open up real space not only in

litical “and  ideological field,
for its earlv implementation ™
BOOSTS ECONOMISTS

The implication is that the
party should loosen -up and
‘make itself more receptive te
new notions and ideas.

Sik, the economist, doesn't
hide his dislike of political
tampering in the economie
sphere

‘economy, |

the economic, but in the po- |

mately aqual pav with profed®
sors—and get it And
was the charwoman at a un!
 versity wh;t romplained  that
the president ';nak'ng
four to five:times as much as
she was 1f's not unlikely she
made her point® and got a
raise

there

was

DESTROYS I’\FFNTI\T,

This fendency 1o eaualize
pay regardless of perform.
ance , and  ahility has ‘de-
stroyed incentive to _work
hard and be inventive. And

been high’ :

One purpose of the reform
s to substifute a éomprehen-
sive system of bonuses for
managers and workers based
on productive effort

Another task is ta" reshipe
fnto orzans

trade unions

| working to promote industrial
efficiency rather than thwart
it.

Until now trade unions have
acted to some extent as a

lazy workers. Qualified ob-
| servers say it's practically
impossible to fire anyone no

+ not only

the cost to the economy has

o

!

matier how mueh he deserves |
ta be ; :

Refnrmers v-,-m,"d like tn m’
the trade unons change inta
agencles genuinely eoncerned
with the welfare of
but  with promoting
lahor .
they would bhe up
against a powerful enemy
thev adracked unions direetly
Run ‘hy, men of proven politi.
cal reliahility hut little “ability,
thev- have heen ‘‘traditional
dumpinz  grounds foar the
party faithful.’' says a reform
economist

workers
efficient
But

ested motorists are
iwrite in English to the nearest
,membership office.

SEEK NEW MEMBERS

LEEDS, England (CP)—The
Roval Automebile CluB is dis-
tributing membership leaflets
printed in Urdu for Pakistani

immigrants in Yorkshire Inter.
asked to
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All workers in a factory get
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T BRIDGE

- By B. JAY BECKER

West dealer .

| North-South . vulneranie.
| ' NORTH :
} 4Q102
9JI7542
- 4QJ"°
¢' . WEST EAST
T aATR4 89652
Q= PKQs
576 $AD3
$I87632 &Q109
SOUTH
aK7T
|- 9A10083
| SK1054
’ SAK ‘
| The bidding; C
West North FEast South
| Pass Pass Pass. 19
[ INT 29 20 49

since he had passed originally
{and could not possibly have 'the
{high-card values for a natural

'm-ercau of one notrump.

However, the interference
bids did not stop South from
bidding four hearts, which was

{an excellent contract practically
or

certain” of success

But South wound up going
down one, which is a surprising
result if you look at J:S‘r """"
hands 1t does seem that South
shou'd have lost only a spade, a
heart, and a odiamond, but
ithere were extenuating circum-
|stances which, rightly or not,

3 i¢:aus4=d him to go down.

! West led the eight of dia-
monds ‘and declarer played the
jack from dummy On the jack
Fast plaved the nine. and it was
thizs playv of the nine that result.
ed n South’s downfall

Declarer became ohsessed

:_f—':""-'_:ﬂ ‘ia‘ e m:'"d'. ArER Wi with the fear that West might
SR Ryt i 90t AlwAys easy have led the eight of diamonds

—S-S0—News—snd Wasthae ____._loegs the blitne when s Mu‘m~’?‘a0ﬁ s
5320 Mane. Wester fo gt the yrost out o 8 P [against this possibility, When e
; S letionion c.arn b:nl{trlb;nted fo bad bidding e phayed She Jth: 3L Seness
£ e and Sccreboard taa from dummy and East fdllowed
. or bad plav. sometimes to bad , . .. 44 not make the safety

luck, and somef'me fo excep-

» y 2 ther
o bagd sathe
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tiona) skill by the adversares
For example

and the United States in 1958
When the Americans held the

four hearts oo the. bidding

shown -

The notrump —bid—hy —West-been smart enou~hto-overcome -

(Jais. playing with Rezel) was

play of following low because he

was afraid that West would win

B4 fake thiz hand yhe jack with an honor and then.
from The mafch BeTREEN Fratv® ool 3 damand Fill - i

Trezel contributed szubstan.
tially to South's downfall by his

-INorth- South cards, they g0t *0 513y of the nine of diamonds and

the duck of the jack of hearts,
but whether South shoid have

the clever *Hefense is open tlo
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DAY CRYPTOQUOTE — Here's how to work it:

! AXYDLBAAXR :
‘ s LONGFELLOW

One letter simply stands for another. In this sample A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, apos-
=a trophies, the length and formation of the words are 2!l hints,
.Er~h day the code letters are different.
(o |

A Cryptogram ‘Quohﬂo.
‘ G HYBWDHAPAPEK PH G BDWVGe
AYDW WMBSGKGAPEK ATGA EUWD-
| HAGQH PAH APVW.—JWEDJW PSWH
Yesterday’s Cryploquote: T CONFESS TO SOME PLEAS-

I-14

URE FROM THE STINGING RHETORIC OR A RATTLING

. QATH~EMERSON

s
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