Contract Bridge
By Josephine Culbertson
SLAM TRIES HAVE “DEGREES"

In many bridge games it does not
matter a great deal whether a play-
er makes a strong or a weak slam-
try the mere fact that he in-
dicates interest is usually enough
for his partner to accept the invita-
tion (unless said partner already |

has overbid tremendously).

In expert games, however, the
precise degree of the slam sug-
gestion is the essence of the situa-
tion, and a bid either a shade
too encouraging or discouraging is
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PADDY SAYS HE DOESN'T
| KNOW

Each has his special point of view,!

apt to have a fatal effect. Con-
sider this case from a prominent I may not see things as you do.
New York bridge club: —Paddy the Beaver.
Peter Rabbit was watching Paddy
. the Beaver cutting down ga tree.
North dealer. - Just watching gave Peter a tired|
Both sides vulnerable. feeling. Yes, sir, it gave Peter a|
North-South 40 on score. tired feeling. How anyone could
work as Paddy did, and not be tir-
:?!!:)3 ird was more than Peter could
SA9842 understand. You know Peter dogs
&AQ6 no work at all. It was really a big
iree that Paddy was cutting down,
4R N #Q1004 |,y 1t not only looked like a lot
'96\. W E 98752 {of work, but it was a lot of work.
¢ Kl? ! 4Q63 “Why don't you cut some of the
h 95743 S &52 sma.l trees growing around here
&4K762 |
:3\5}\Q3 | score, game is sure to be reached
& KJ10 w:thout strong :esponding; there-
" ! fore, at the part-score the jump in|
The bidding: [ notrump :m‘:;::es that there are
North  East South  West | cubstantial values in reserve.
le Pass 2ZNT Pass ' Thus, North's action in going pasv.l
INT Pass 6NT Pass | game to three notrump was onl.\"
Pass Pass ]a proper chance-giving maneuver.
= | (After all. North not only had threc |
was of o consequence, ,..s for slam material, but his hand |
had no chance for the'ye)l gver minimum.) Apparently, |
| however, South read this three-'

Analysis of each v‘.nmv:dnal b.d‘ notrump call as a strong slam try."

does nat bring to 1 any glaring ! ¢ pe had applied sounder reason-
flaw, e an unsound conspg - pe then would have bid no
tract hed. theve s a defect| o than four notrump — and
somewhere, thoush it may "be dif-[Nop undoubtedly would have pas-|
South's|

W. Burgess

instead of that big one?” Peter ask-
ed.
Paddy pried out a big chip from
the trunk of the tree before he re-
plied. “Those small trees are the
wrong kind,” said he, and drove
his great front cutting teeth Into
the trunk to cut another chip.

“What do you mean they are the
wrong kind?” asked Peter,

was cutting down.

“They are not the kind we like
for food,” replied Paddy.

“I guess you're fussy,” said Peter.
“Nothing of the kind.” replied
Paddy. He sounded a little provok-
ed. “Don’'t you like sweet clover

Page 10 The Guardian
Wednesday, Dec. 1, 1954_

you do plain grass?”
do,” admitted

belter than

“Yeos, of couise I
Peter.

“Then why shouldn’t we beavers
like one kind of bark better than
others?” demanded Paddy.

Peter couldn't think of any rea-
son why they shouldn't. He said
so. Paddy pried out another chip.
“If we couldn't find a tree of this
kind, we would cut some of those
other trees,” said he. “But this is
| the kind we like best, and we are
| willing to work for what, we like.”
| He shifted his position and went
| around to the other side’of the tree.
|There he again started to work, |
cutting out big chips.

“Which way are you going to
make that tree fall?” asked Peter.

“I don't know,” mumbled Paddy.

“But I thought you made trees
. fall just where you wanted them!
| to,” said Peter.
| “I wish T could,” mumbled Pad- |
vdy. "It would save us a lot of | >
Vwork if we could always do that.”| %=
. “Which way would you make lt{
fall if you could?" asked Peter. |

Paddy stopped long enough to
look ,at Peter. “That's a foolish
question,” said he.

2 “What is foolish about it?” de-
manded Peter a little bit sharply.
0 “If you were cutting down a tree|
and could make it fall where you!
wanted *t to, wouldn't you make]|
it fall toward the water?” said |
Paddy. ‘

Peter felt a little foolish, and he
looked {t. “Of course, I would,”
(said he.
| Paddy resumed work and Peter
looked up at the top of the tall
ltrne. “Do you think this tree is!
going to fall the right way?” he!
asked. |

“I don't know.” replied Paddy. =O
“I just hope so." | €

“So do I.” said Peter.
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GOLLY, RUDOLPH - IF WE
DONT FIND SOMEBODY SOON

WITCH 1§, WE'LL NEVER GET
THE CHILDREN'S LETTERS
BACK IN TIME FOR GANTA TO
MAKE HIS CHRISTMAS LIST !

LOOK--THERE'S RIP VAN

WINKLE -- THE MAN WHO
EPT FOR TWENTY YEARS/

LET'S ASK HIM /

VIAKE UP, MR,
VAN WINKLE /

~IN ANOTHER
TWENTY YEARS-
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MARRIAG!

MARRIAGE LICENSE
LICENSES
—el

O.K..GRANDMA, I'LL SEND
YOUR ORDER RIGHT OVER!

"[NSUCED
LOAVES O'

YA SEE, WHEN I SLICE TH'

BON'T COME BACK GUITE S0
K QUITE SO

OFTEN //y— —— |

.. I PUT ON MY
HEAVIEST KNITTED

ER ... WHY... BEFORE TAKIN' A
PLANE TO THE CIRCUS WINTER
QUARTERS ... WE_STOPPED HERE

Fry T ——
%?/

TO GIVE A SHOW FOR THESE
LONELY FOLKS!

GOLLY « I FORGOT
ABOUT THAT PICTURE

WINDOW IN THE

NEW KITCHEN

S0=pSsT= { WITHOUT HIS
WILL YOU» )y CONSENT?=
pSST VERY WELLS

pSsT YOU'RE HIS
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