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prior to their sin lacked all suf-

lesson clear to them: that they
. For instance, He once said that
" it is “‘easier for a camel to pass
' through the eye of a needle, than
. for a rich man to enter the King-
dom of Heaven.” Or again: ‘‘But
woe to you that are rich, for you
have your consolation. Woe to
" you that are filled; for you shall
| hunger. Woe to you that now
laugh, for you shall mourn and
weep.”’

Let us always be careful. when
reading the words of Holy Scrip-
ture, not to oversimplify their
meaning, and one of the best
ways to avoid this danger is to
read them in the light of what is
said in other Scriptural texts. An-
other helpful practice is to use
our God- given power of reason
as a help in ruling out ridiculous
| interpretations.

Then are we able to take all
the sting out of those harsh words
of Our Lord? Far from it. But
we are going to try to see right-
ly what they mean. \

One truth that we can definitely
take from them is that suffering
and privation are a necessary
part of the vocation of a Chris-
tian. If someone were to attempt
to live in such a way as to es-
cape all suffering, he would be
unworthy of Christ’s kingdom.

But why, we may ask, does
God require us to suffer? A part
of the answer to'this question is
this: one of the most grievous
and dangerous vices that can pos-
sess our souls is presumption,
ahd one of the best antidotes to

fering and privation, Everything
must have seemed so easy and
joyous to them.

We are taught that they lived
in a paradise of pleasure, that
they had complete control over a
docile material universe, and
most important of all, that they
had perfect control over them-
selves.

How easy it would be for them
to blind themselves to the fact
that this glorious freedom, power,
and pleasure were coming to
them from their Maker. How
plausibly it could be argued that
they need only renounce their de-
pendence upon God and His laws
in order to achieve complete au-
tonomy such as God himself has.

Accordingly, Satan suggested that

|
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When Our Lord said, in the UNIT & |

words quoted above, that it is ex-
| tremely difficult for a rich man
to enter Heaven, He added that
“with God all things are possi-
ble.” On another occasion, He
showed He regarded Zachaeus as
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