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their attacks on wood, it has been his prac- | recognizing the inconvenience of a state of
tice to paint a number of blocks und boxes 'gg.irs encouraged by themselves, have

some he left un-
some painted, and
1 in the Elizabeth river, in April. |
About the 12(h of June the blocks and box- |
es were crally lified and examined, but |
he nonmd been able to discover any of
the animalcule—young teredo—until about
the 20th of June. At this period of the
ear he generally discovered minute holes
in the wood by the use of a magnifying
glass. After this, the creature daily grows
ead, for it has no powers of locomotion ;
it grows an oyster, and a calcare-
ous or shelly_sheathing, which adheres to
the surface of its burrow. In Norfolk har-
bour, Va., they grow from six to 12 inches
in length, and from three-eights to half an
meter, The wood excavated by
ches long, in a season, amount-
ed to more than a cubi incz. if in a solid
piece. No signs of the teredo were disco-
b bl 16 Woodidepiited sfer the
ptember.

with various :nmpound
1

red

In the harbor of New
York, Mr. Jarvis supposed that the teredo
. commences to develop about the first of!
July,* and continues until cold weather ar-

rives ; in Charleston, S. C., and further
south, they develop during the whole year;
whereas, in the colder coasts, such as in
the harbors of New England, they do but
little injury, because the worm
there, being | fine thread;

to be a native of the torrid se.
teredo is not so destructive on piles sunk
under water at the New York city docks,
as those on the opposite side of the river,
on the Jersey and Long Island shores; this
is owing, Mr. Jarvis thinks, to the amount
of filth carried down in the city scwers.
So much for the good offices of dirt. In
Boston, and Portsmouth, Me., harbor piles
will stand twenty-five years.

any vessels proceed to sea with parts

of their bottoms damaged by these worms,
unknown to the captain, owners, or under-
writers, One open nail-hole in a sheet of|
copper, will allow the worm access for its
excavating work of destruction. A sheet
of copper removed from a vessel, will lead
to a whole plank being speedily honey—
combed.

Mr. Jarvis tried all kinds of wood used
in shipbuilding, and he found all attacked.

Mr. Jarvis concludes his paper as follows,
and we would invite special attention to his
opinions, especially of our friends in San
Francisco, the piles of whose harbor have
been so rapidly destroyed by this destruc-
tive creature.

“If the Hon. Secvetary of the Navy
would grant me permis: to secure the

bottoms of ships from the salt-water worm,
and from coral deposits, I would put three
coats of white zine paint on the dry bolloms
of all ships in the Navy, then copper the
bottoms; and, to make the whole invulner-
able to the worm and to coral deposits, 1
would put three more coats of white zinc
paint on the ontside surface of the copper.

To preserve piles, I would drive all I
could with the bark ow. There is no dan-
ger whilst the bark is kept on. The bar-
nacle on piles does no injury. Charring
excellent, provided the fissures are well fill-
ed with hot coal-tar, or some other sub-
stance of equal virtue, such as the paints
already named. White zinc paint will be
found excellent to keep the shell fish from
the wood where piles may have the bark
broken off before being driven.

I believe that three coats of white zinc
paint are next best to copper as a preserva-
tive against the ravages of theso destruc-
tive evildoers.

In conclusion, I do most earnestly hope
that this paper may call the seriou: n-
tion of ists towards investigating the
om t-water worm, to lend their
aid in discovering a remedy to keep the ani-
mal from developing or entering into wood.”

Exrravacance 1N Dress.—Irs ervect
. wron TnE Marker.—In the city of Belgium,
g umed such alarming
s themselves
to combine for the pur-

roportions,
ve been ob
of arresting its disastrous progress. It
appears that extravagance had been for

some years a source of constraint in fami-
lies, and it noticed no marriages were
contracted, since the young men, frighten-
d at the bills that loom up in the distance,

|
|pEV
|4 “John, my son” called out his fright-

!

preferred to live in celibacy. The mothers

resolved to bring about a salutary reform;
and with this view they have formed a
comumittee, which meets once a week. They
have declared open war with extravagance,
and every member announces publicly the
retrenchments made in her own household
expenses. They say that happy results
have already been obtained, and that simi-
lar associations are to be formed in the
ueighbouring towns.— Cour. des Etats Unis.

The strong figure of speech with which
Corney illustrated the great size of Ameri-
ky, has also a hit at the Scotch which they
will relish as well as they do punch.
‘“Where did baccy come from?” inqui-
red Mary.

“* Why from 'Meriky, where else?”
replied Corney. ‘“that sent us the first
petaty. Long life to it for both, says 1"

““ What sort of a place is that, I won-
or?”’

“'Meriky! They tell me it's mighty
sizable, Moll, dariin.” I'm told that you
might roll England throngh it an’ it would
hardly make a dint in the ground. There’s
a fresh water ocean inside of it that you
might dhrown Ireland in, and save Father
Matthew a wonderful sight of throuble; an’
as for Scotland, you might stick itin a corn-
er of one of their forests, an’ you'd never
be able to find if, except it might be by the
smell of the whisky !

The imitative propensities of Youn
America are quite equal to those of the
monkey tribe. A friend furnishes the
Drawer with the following as the latest
illustration:

e

““ Johnny, a three-year-old, was at din-|"
ner with the rest of the family, which i“

included an aunt on a visit.

“« Aunt Ellen,” asked the hopeful John-| &

ny, “do you ever say devil?’
¢ Wiy no, Johnny, what makes you
ask such a question?’ replied the lady.
“*Because Pa saysso. Pa, what made
you say devil the other day, when you was
looking for the bammer and couldw’t find
it?

¢+ Oh!" said Pa, rather cornered, ‘did

Well, 50 as to find it easier, I suppose.’
* Here the discussion ended, the expla-
nation being considered as good as could
be given under the circumstances, but
Johnny’s retentive memory treasured it up.

“Afow days afterward, Johnny's cap,
as little caps will do, got somehow out of
its place, and Johnny forgot where he left
it.  His mother told him to look till he
found it.

“Off he started, up sta
stairs, and his treble voice

n

s, and down

0 rang

Ingexuiry o Wiite Axis.—In nothing
is the ingenuity of these little insects wore
remarkably displayed than in the expedient
to which they frequently resort to cross a
little stream on the sand-beach afier a
shower of ra Sometimes their train is
cut in two by one of these little streamlets.
To pluuge into it singly, they would soon
be swept away by the rush of the current.
They come to the edge of the water, raise
their antennw, point them from one direc-
tion to another, as if they were taking a
scientific view of all the dangers of the
crossing. They wander up and down the
stream with the greatest uneasiness, and
finding no other way to cross, form them-
selves into a compact knot or raft of a dozen
or more, and launch themselves upon the
stream. They have, by previous observa-
tion, made sure, that they would strike a
projecting point or bluff on the opposite
shore, and not be carried by the current
into the main river. The moment they
touch the other side, they use their claws
like anchors, and hold on until the whole
company disengage themselves, and march
ofi" in single file in the track of those that
have preceded them. I have watched them
for hours together, and have seea raft afier
raft of these little creatures go over in safe-
ty, when, if they had attempted to get
across singly, they would all have been
swept into the river.— Wilson’s IWeslern
Africa.

A~ Opsorete vse of THE Kwire.—In
early times, Ingulphus informs us, convey-
ances were made by mere word of mouth,
without writing or charter, the grantor de-
livering to the grantee some movable which
s nown as belonging to him, such as a

d, helmet, cup, spur, curry-comb, ring

ff, a copy of the Gospels, &c.,
am, Earl of Warren, gave and
confirmed to the church of St. Pancras, at
Y.ewes, in the reign of Henry 111, certain
land-rent and tithe, of which he gaveseizin
by the hair of the heads of himself and his
brother. The hair of the parties was cut
off by the bishop of Winchester, before the
bigh-altar. After granting, with the as-
seut of his fair wife Isabel and his children,
to the monks of Si

condition that the;

should keep an anniversary on the deuths
of their fathers, and mothers, and kindred
—William, second Earl of Warren and
Surrey, confirmed the grant by placing his
lnife on the altar of the chureh of St An-

i perpetual alms, o

drew. The same potent earl granted to
the priory of St Mary Overy, giving to the
chureh of St. Mary of Southwark, the manor
of Kircesficld, by placing a knife on the

f

“devil!

through the halls, crying out

DEVILY

ened mother, * wh

v the world do you
mean by using th:

ked word?’

Wi

“¢So as to find my cap ensy! eried|"

John
thi

“Pa says devil when he can’t find
s, don't he, ma?’

““T'he force of example could not farther

go, and the anxious mother had to nego-

ith Johnny’s father to be more select

of words in the presence of his

children.”
There is a hint to parents in that story
worth more than a quarter.

Tue Growrs oF St. Paur.—The city of]|
St. Paul, the capital of Minnesota, which
claims an existence of but seven years,
seems to be advancing in population and
wealth at a rate scarcely equalled in the
West, excepthy Chicago. In 1549, it con-
tained but 500 inhabitants, and two years
since 4500; now its population is estimated
at 12,600, , during the last two
s way there from the
Eastern States, which has been invested in
lands near the city, and in the erection of |

, stores an ial dwel-
ling-houses, for all of which there is a good
demand. The Minnesota Pioneer, in speak-
ing of the growth of St. Paul,.and the in
crease of population in the Territory, s
that ** emigration has been steady and in-
creasing the whole season, and that the
people are now beginning -eri..u-lJv to en-
tertain the idea of applying for admissi

ission
into the Union as a State, its population
numbering, it

| B
| to the mouks of St Edmund, in Suffolk, by |,

® | having a haft of dark-brown horn,

alatr of the said church. The
Brok was given by E

falling prostr: before, and fixing over,
the high-altar of St. Edmund a small knife,
wrapped up, in the presence of his chief no-
lity,  Willizm uted to the ab-

bot
Warrington, by an ivory knife, which
kuife was laid up in a shrive at that abbey,
nd had inscribed on its haft words signify-
~ that donation. Hugh Lupus, Earl of]
Chester, also gave his estate in Xcipena to
the abbey of Abingdon, by placing with his
own hands a koife on the alt The knives
used for this purpose were, in all probabi-
lity, the same which the parties had in com-
mon use. Every man then carried such
an instrument along with him, agreeably to
what Chaucer has told us in his reve’s
tale—
A Sheffield thwitel bore he in his hose.

Lambard, in mentioning the grant of Albe-
ric de Vere of the donation of Hatfeld, des-
cribes the knife with which it was efiected
as a ‘short black-hafted knife, like unto an
olde halfpeny whitle;’ addin,
others of which happily I have
and heard of moe.” At the meeting of the
Arch ical Institute at C: idge, the
Master and Fellows of Trinity College ex-
hibited a broken knife of great antiq

y a cord of crimson silk (0ot ancient) to a
strip of parchment wita a Latin inscription
upon it. * The parchment is not a grant,’
says Mr. Albert Way, * and the knife can-
not be regarded as in place of a seal

is thought nearly 200,000
souls,—, Journal,

the veritable kis
never was any written grant;
was the token of conveyance.

Inall likelihood, there I

merely a‘memorandum to record that it
nd the kaife

Grear Fiues iv Tue Micmigan Swanrs.
We hear very distressing accounts of suf-
fering in Michigan, in consequence of the
deuse smoke from the marsh and bog fircs.
In the vicinity of Baule Creek it is

spasms, cattle have heen suffocated, and
poultry dropped dead. Thousands of acres
have been burat over ,and immense damage
has been caused to property.

D. Copeland, of Lansing, writes to his
father in this city:

“It commenced smoking last Monday,
and on Thursday the wind went down, and
there was’nt a breath of air stirring. The
smoke settled to the groind and became
almost suffocating  Thursday, after 4 0*
ciock, you could’nt see even the path
under your feet. About 3 o’clock, I start-
ed to go to the saw-mill, about one quar-
ter of a mile, and coming back I got lost
twice, and over a road [ know as well as
youdo to go to I passed the
boarding-house within ten feet of it, and
went to the end of the road, about ten rods
and knew rot where I was, until I heard
the boys laugh in the house. Oune of our
men started from his house to get a pail

of water at our well, (the only one ")
a distance ofabout 60 rods, and a straight
road, (there are no fence conn-

try,) he made u perfect circle and got
home without the water. The stage on
the plank road came in with a man to each
leader; another a-head with a ern, ran
off the plank and tipped over twice at that.
About ten o’clock, a man was heard hallg=
ing ; one of our men went out and ans-
wered him, and there came up two menm
and two women, and wanted to know
where they were. They had been to a
neighbour’s to spend the evening, but
could’nt find their way back. One riding
horseback, the horse stopped, the man got
off and found he had run against alog ; felt
around for the road, found it but could’nt
find his borse again until Saturday, when
the smoke bagan to clear away, and found
him just where he left him, To-day is the
first that we could see any distance. The
woods are on fire all around, and I hea:

that the big marsh, about 9,000 acres, is
all burot up.  One man lost 100, tons of
hay. We have lived through it, but it di
seem, as if we could’nt breathe sometimes.
—Rochester Democral.

A Sare Distance.—A facetious Irish
ister, who neither acknowledged nor
repudiated the code of honour, sent some
"his witty shafis so truly home to ano-

ther braggadocia brother chip of the real
lenge was the

at a ¢
d

Cockney school i

n
with the

tle the matter
happened to be a mile-stone standing on
the ‘spot selected, and the Cockney, who

was lame, asked the Irishman if he would
permit him, on account of his lameness to
rest on the mile-stone while he fired.
“ Most unquestionably,” was the reply.
The ground was measured up 1o the mile-
stone, and the pistols were bein,
and the Cockney was taking up
when the Irishman in, the most bland and
polite manner imaginable, asked his a

onest if he would not grant him one re-
uest.  Certainly, what is it 2" “Just
that you will have the kindness to allow me

ty,(De Chene, and after am

consider that the existing purchm
.

to rest upon the other mile-stone while we
are firing at each other.” This discl e
of:enuine humour put an end to the duel
and they returned good friends.

The ** Westmorland Times’ says:—

A few Sabbaths ago, a party of French-
men went out shooting somewhere in the
neighborhood of Shediac, towards Point

€ " ng themselves
for a while, they came in the vitilil’vol‘
some Indian Camps, when the Indians
came out en masse, and took their fire-arms
from them, refusing to give them back un~

til the Frenchmen took their oaths, solemne
1y, on the Buok, that they woiild not aga
.ransgress in a similar masner,




