- W

A -~

| A L. B SN B .. A

LE B

w'ﬂna‘n W LI

ﬁp@ @Emm“

WE L.

CUHIS IS TRUL LIBERTY WHEN FREE-BORN MEN—HAVING TO ADVISE THE PUBL!( —MAY SPEAK FREL.
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6"{0 {OG \Tl()\' () THE LEGIS-
LATURE..

On Thursday last, at 2 o'clock, Iis
Fxcellency the Licut. Governor came to
the Colonial Building to prorogue the
Legislature.  Ee was received at the en-
trance to the Building by the Detachiment
stationed here, under the command of
Capt. Lecky and lLicat, Hume, and was
wtended to the Council Chamber by his
Aides-de-camp, where a large concourse
of the inhabitants of Charloitetown were
sxsembled to hear his Excellency’s speech.
f4is Excellency having taken his seat on
ihe throne, and the House of Assembly
being in attendance at the Bar of the
Council, he sssented to the numerous
Bills passed during the late session, all
of which have been respectively noticed
n previous numbers of this paper. On
the hon. Spoaks rpmwnm.-v his Exceilen-
cy with the ,\mmv Bills of the session
he read 'th> following speech in aclear
aad distinct tone, which we are happy to
peeceive, contams a high tnibute to the
industry and energy of Loth Branches of
the Legislature :—

May it plcase Your Excelleacy:

The ilouse of Assembiy have within
e last twa onths gone thoough the
routine bosiness which generally oecupies
LW gession=, and have taken actiol on
the grea'sr part of the inportant natters
id befoie thewm i Yonr Fxcellency’s
Sreech at b opennyg of the sess1on, aud
in sueh espatehes from the lwperial
Governivent, ax oave been submitted to
their cousiceration,

is the dny f thewr Speaker to ac-
knowledue e praippiitnde with which
they were calied together, on Your Fx.
ce“:-nc}’s arval—toe fae :?"\ of access
to personal Conununicaton wineh yon
Nave g ven, and ihe readine ss with which,
whatever 1 oniation was oy them sought)
hag ben atforded,

That cood ~ense. moderation and inte-
grity amangst the cowmmunity, may make
the receit change as beneficial to our
social state as cian reason by be expret-

ed, must b Lhe earnest wishioi every one,

desironas ol ihe nrosperity ol the "uumy.
It remains for t e Npeaker to eonclude
by resen (v, i he pame, and on the
ehalful fler M. ]"-') loyal Conrmons
of Prince K iward lvsluwi &umlrv Bills ot
Aid, to which the assent of Your fxcel-
eacy 18 wost respectiully requested.

ITis Exceilevey having assented to ti.e
Siouey Bills, closed the Scesion with the

fullowing
SPEECH.

&y, President and Honorol’e Gentlemen
of the Lrgisiutive Council :
Hr. Speaser «m’ {;'1 lemen of the 1{\)..486
Oj JAsgemn!

I amwery l.‘lpp} to terminate the Ses-
#'ay, 30 releve you rom your Ledislative
dulies, and o enavle you to retuin to the
Country, witere the personal attendance
of '.'.mn.y of yon, at tie svesonofthe year,
1 emaware 13 very desirable.

{ heve been g!':d to give my assent to
s2yarg) dmoortant messinres, aong others,
the Cived Lisg Billy by which permanem
provimion 18 made lor those who admims-

——————
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ter the Judicial functions in the Colony.
[t also assigns compensation to the jate
Attorney Genoral aml Colonial Secretary,
which [ler M 1jesty’s Government cons-
der them entitled to, on giving up offices
of emolument, the surrender of  which
Pablic expediercy demanded; and [ only
regret, that the Assembly considered
necessary to make any distinction in the
Bill, in recard to the Office of Assistant
Judge, held by the Colontal Secretary —
Her Majosty’s Government having been
desirous to place these gentieinen on an
equal footing, in econsiderstion of their
long tenure of Office in Her Majesty’s
Colonial service, Thne passing of the
Bill, hosever, enabled me to introddce
what has long been sought for in this
Colony, a change in the system of its Go-
vernment. [t will be sufficient for the
People to understand, that this chanue
will zive to the persons who posgess their
confidence a large share of the Executive
power, aud a proper controul over the
nanagement of the local affiirs and ex-
penditwre of the Colony 3 nnd when they
cease to perform those duties satisfuc-
torily to their constituents, opporianities
wiil oceur for changzing them. It will
hereafier be a gource of great saticfaciion
to me, if this Colony shall rapidly in-
crease in prospenty under the new gys-
tein; and 1 feel confident it will do so, i
party spirit shall gradnaally subside, and
the system be fuirly and honestly carried
on, with moderation and jastice to all
classes of the community.

I have given my assent to another im-
portant Bill,an Act intituled **An Act
for establishng rates in currency at which
Renta reserved in Sterling shall hence-
forth be paid.” [ couvstfder this Bill to be
«imply a declaratory one. giving thesanc |
tion of Law to an esiablished usage
which has prevailed in this Cotony, of the
rutes at which Kents have been heretofore
demnnded and paid, and which | obseive
hy the m vateg of the Legwiative Council,
in 1849, 'hat Branch of the Legirlatare
was of opinion *an equity onght hereafier
to be pard”—such rutes having been the
mterpretation which Proprietors, or their
Avents, huve for a series of years past
put ppoun therr own contracts § an opinion
toanded as (*he Conneil state) on the con.
viction of the justice and propriety of'such
an arrancement.” W hile such was the
unanimous apmion of the Counnerl, they
rej=cted the Bill on the grounds that any
compulsory interference on the l-lth ct,
onthe partoftne Legislature, was unw ise
and impoline,  Oun the Journals of ithe
suene Body, of the 10th instant, I find
this Bill passed, by a swrall majority ; and
1 Desparch, addressed to me by Ear
Grey, (and liid before the Leg slature) is
there alluded 1o by the minority : --

 His Fxcelleney 13 enjoined to uge all the

influence he may possess fo induce |

owners of Land. and their Tenants, lo
come fo an amicable arrangement with
exch other, and to give s best assist-
ance wuh the view 1o passing any le
gMnmo measure which may be re-
quired fo camplete such arrangement.”

“This Exeellency iz required not to fail to
recollect and to 1mpress upon the Le-
gislature, the necesairy of absmaining
from the introduction 1 to such Law of
anv provision which may infringe the
rich's of p e er'y; and as the present
Bl i2 aot pretended 1o be souch! to be
passed as the resull o any amicable ar-
rangement with the owners of Land. and
does. in our opinion, 1n several respects.
infringe the rights of property. we be-
fieve if even assented to by [is Excel-
lency, it will be disallowed by Her
Majesty 3 and therefire, in our opinion,
no groad c4n be subserved in ita passing
this House, but in 2B} probabiluy the

very apposite, ad tending 1o fuster that

i e
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il feeling nnbappilytoo prevale it in this

Colony, ‘between the owners of land
aud their tenants.”

I can only say, I conscientionsly give
my assent to this measure, beluwnm its
pussing will produce a contrary effuet:
and I cannot unders'and how a measure
which two years ago was adnutted to be
equtable, and founded n justice and
preprietv, can now nfringe on the rights
of property.  The Bill huga sespendiny
clause, however, and 1tz allowance or
disaliowance, 18 left to the decision of
Her Majesty’s Privy Council.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House
of vissembly ;

The supplies which you have so libe -
ally voted will be apphed to the purposes
for which you have granted them, The
Appropriation Bl contains a large
amount 1o be expended in the public
seryice ; but that expenditore necessarily
meludes a period of more than one year
[ am happy to observe a progressive iu-
crease in the Revenue of the Colony, and
I trust vou will steadily perscvere in re-
ducing its obligations.

Mr. Presidenl and Honorable Genllemen
of the legislative Council ;

Mr Spraker und  Gentlemen of the House
of Assewlbly ;

[ have now ocly to thank you for the
attention you have piid to the public
business, and | shall eodeavour, God
willing, when we me t again, that it shall
be at a season wore couvenient for you
io leave your avocaziions,

THE GOVERNOR’S SPERECH.

Whether the Executive Council did or
did not advise the apeech with which his
Excellency closed the Session on Thurs-
day last, i3 a matier of no consequence to
the public. They are, and will be pre-
pared to defend that speech ; and those of
the community who read it, unbiassed
by party motives, will regard it as a
straight-forward and statesimanhike docu-
went.  His Excelleacy’s observations on
the subject of the Oae-Ninth Bill are for-
cible and convincing; and if the opposi-
tion are chafed and annoyed, as we be
ligve they are, by those observations, they
have none but themselves to blame ; for
they #hould not have praised the measure
as jurt and equitable’in one Sessicn, and
protested against it in another.

THE OLD COURT HOUSE BILL.

Notwithstanding the hubbub which was
made to defeat, in the Council, the pass-
ing ot the Hon. Mr. Coles’s Bill, in refer
ence to the Old Court House, and in
spite of the zeal and activity ¢isplayed by
that Gemleman’s opnonents, in wheedling
persons to sign a Petition addressed 1o
the Legislative Couucil, praymg the
Counell to adopt the opiaions of the Pe-
titioners in this matter, and to disregard
‘hose entertained by a large majority of
‘he people’s representatives,—the Bill re-
ceived the sanction of the vpper House
and of the Lieut. Governor, and has
herefore, passed inte a law. We canno
magine why a different decision should
1ave been looked for., [lad the Counci'
rejected the Bill, the proceeding would be

tantamount to a declaration, that the -
terests and wishes of a tew people 1o
Charlotitetown are held to be paramount
to the intereats and wishes of the wholé
Island.  The application to the Counci!
on this subject was quite awusing from
the fict, that it was promoted by some of
the leading members of the mmority in
the Assembly, who repeatedly declared,
during the pust Seszion, th t they had n.
contidence i the Council, as they - were
sure to carry out almost any measure
which emanated from the imajority of the
Asseinbly.
a wmore tlat ring recommendation than
this, to the respect and gratitade of the
people,

The Council could not desirs

SUPREME COURT.

The Faster Term of the Supreme Court
was opened on T'uesday the Gih jvst. We
have not heard of any hu<iness of conee-
quence having been traneacted therein.
On the first day of the Term, the Honor-
able Charles Young, Q. C. presented a
commission under the great seal of this
Island, appointing hiin Attorney Genera
until Her Majesty’s pleasure shall b
known, The commission being read, hie
Lordship the Chief Justice delivered
short Address, in which he pronounced &
beautiful, eloguent, and well-merited eu-
logium upon the character of the late At-
torney Genersl, the Honorable Robert
Hlodgeon. The henourable and learned
zentleman rase, and though embarrassed
by his emotions, made a short but affect

ing epeech in acknowledgement of the

compliment conferred upon him by the
Chief Justice. :

Ou the same day, at a full meeting of
the Barristers, held in the Judge's
Chamber, William Forgan, Esq, in the
chair—it was resolved that “an Address
be presented tothe Hon. Robert Hodgson,
on his resignation of ihe office of Attor-
ney General, and expressive of the esteem
i which he i+ heid by his Brethren of
the Bar. An Address was accordingly
prepared by a Committee appointed for
that purpose, signed and presented to
Mr. Hodgson, who returned an appropri-
ate and beaunful reply. We should
transfer these docuin2nts to our columns,
had our space been less cnrcpmsctgbed-
Asto the character of the late Attor-
ney General, we shall briefly say, that
there caunot, and, we believe, never have
been, two opinions, in this Colony, on
that 8a' Jo¢c'; and we question if any pub-
he officer, i any purt of fer Majesty’s
Dominions, ever retired fram office, car-
rving with him the respect and admira-
o1 of so many of his feilow subjects,
Mos hear i y do we echothe sentiment of
the Chicf Judge, * that the [fon. Robert

tHiodgson may enjoy all happiness and

success through life.”

COXC cF: LT3,
The new Temperance Hall was open-
ed for the first time 02 Monday eveniag




