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“The strongest memol:y is weaker tham
the weakest ink.”

Reporting Parliament

‘e

Canadians are accustomed to getting
reports of speeches and proceedings in Par-
liament, both Federal and Provincial, but
it is a right which cannot be taken for
granted. It is directly opposed to the
ancient privilege of Parliament and many
a journalist in England suffered the penal-
ties of contempt for daring to report what
took place in the House.

The question has not come up directly
in this country in recent years but from
Newfoundland comes a suggestion that
the freedom of the press to report the Leg-
islature cannot be altogether taken for
granted. The St. John's Evening Telegram
has been carrying on something of a feud
with the Government and the House and
reports that Dr. Herbert L. Pottle, Min-
ister of Public Welfare, commented in the
House that the Telegram should be exclud-
ed from the Legislature.

The rights of the dispute are, perhaps.
not material but the suggestion attributed
to Dr. Pottle is most improper and danger-
ous to the continued freedom of the press
and of the electorate. Unless the voters
can learn what is being said and done by
thelr elected representatives, democracy is
non-existent.

It is to, be hoped that Dr. Pottle
did not mean what he seems to have said,
or at any rate that it was exclaimed in
a moment of irritation and does not rep-
resent his considered views on a subject
of the first importance. Freedom of the
press is not the freedom of a friendly press
te publish friendly reports. It is freedom
of newspapermen of every persuasion to re-
port the news as they understand it.

Deserters From Communism

Tnere is some belief in Free World cir-
cles that more scientists and diplomats in
Communist countries would be likely to seek
asylum in the West if they could be assur-
ed beforehand that they would he entire1y|
safe from the wrath of their former em-
ployers and fully aware of the ireatment
they would receive from their new hosts.
The few who already have deserted have
found sympathy and protection; but there
has been no agreement among Western
Powers as to the steps to be followed in
each case of défection. For the most part
they have been subjected to a great dea)
of publicity which scientists, especially, do
not relish.

The British view is that secrecy is bet-
ter than publicity. This would please the
deserters themselves and, at the same time,
would keep the Russians in the dark con-
cerning the whereabouts of any particular
individual, especially if he happened to b2
a scientist. It would be a little different
with diplomats since, of course, they arc
usually posted in well known places; but
these, too, would feel safer if they could

'

do that—but he is almost certain to ac-
cumulate a goodly supply of the intangible
treasures which .enrich the soul. While
others must take their knowledge of Nat-
ure’s world from books and hearsay, the
farmer is in the midst of it, seeing with
his own eyes the unfolding of glory anc
hearing with his own ears the music and
melody in which “earth, with her thousand
voices, praises God.”

All farmers will testify that, although
mechanization has made many changes in
their way of life, farming remains hard and
exacting work; when prices for their pro-
ducts are low and operational expenses
high, they have to endure much anxiety
and, at times, they find it difficult to carry
on. Fortunately, however, it takes more
than a series of setbacks to remove faith
from the farmer’s heart; each season brings
a renewal of confidence in the unseen forces
which govern his goings and comings across
his fields, as morning after morning “hc
goes forth to his work and to his labour
until the evening.” Science has brought
many new things into the continuing pro-
cess of civilization; but the picture of the
man with the plough or harrow remains
an expressive and irreplaceable symbol of
the dignity of service.

Historical Perspective

Twentieth century man, confronted by
such unpleasant features of contemporary
life as hydrogen bombs and airplane col-
lisions, depressions and recessions, Malen-
kovs and McCarthys, wars and the rumors
of them, may often wish he had been born
in some other age.

His thirtieth century descendent, on the
contrary, quite possibly, in the opinion of
the Fredericton Gleaner, may wish as de-
voutly that he had been born in this one.

Given the proper historical perspective
and with the mellowing effect that.time al-
ways has on that seamier side of things
that even now we would like to forget, it
is as likely as not that this present age may
rank with the Athens of Pericles, the Eng-
land of the First Elizabeth, as one of the
great golden ages of human history, when
great men did great deeds, in a second and
mightier Renaissance of the human mind
and spirit.

Future men well may sigh for the days
of Churchill and Einstein, of the breaking
of the atom and the sonic barrier, of great
victories in war and greater ones in peace.

Given then the thought that future gen-
erations may envy us, and knowing that no
miracle is going to transport us to another
century, the logical thing seems to be for
us to get out and give those future gener-
ations plenty more to envy!

EDITORIAL NOTES

New Brunswick is living up to the repu-
tation the Province has gained for literary
activity by having the winner of the Gov-
ernor-General's award for fiction two years
in succession as well as making a showing
in the juvenile field.

.

The Irish election has attracted little at-
tention, a remarkable change from earlier
days.' Prime Minister Eamon de Valera is
faced by a coalition headed by John A.
Costello but it seems unlikely that any
heads will be broken today.

be sure of having their names kept out of
the news.

There is a report that intelligence ex-
perts from Britain, other Commonwealth
countries, and the United States, will meet
soon in London to discuss this matter.
Whether or not the British view be ac-
cepted by all, it is to be hoped that some
agreement will be reached. Deserters from
Communism, if they are sincere in their
motives—no doubt most of them are—can
be of great help to the Free World; but it
is too much to expect them to come in ap-
preciable numbers until a settled and dan-
ger-proof course is adopted for their rec-
ognition.

An Irreplaceable Symbol

A German U-boat, the U-505 will short-
ly be passing the Island, at the end of a
tow line. The undersea craft, the first to
be captured by the U. S. Navy, is on her
way from Portsmouth, N. H. to Chicagq
where she will be set up as a war memoria!
in the Museum of Science and Industry.

L] L .

Many safety devices have been built
into modern cars, including the elimina-
tion of sharply projecting door handles.

the hood, however, was demonstrated in
suburban Toronto when a child's head was

fractured by such an ornament,
‘ - . L]

The Canadian Government, as the larg-

est single property holder in Canada has a
special responsibility in fire protection

This is the time of year when almost
every man wishes he were a farmer, if
only for a week or two. The tilling of the
soft earth, the sowing of the infant seed,
and the great expec:ations which accom-
pany both operations, somehow call forth
a response from the hearts of urban and
rural dwellers alike. The reason for this
perennial emotion may arise from the fact
‘that something of the soil is in each man's
sblood:'lt has close affinity with the Alpha
‘and the Omega, the beginning and the end-
ing, of life. Or, it may go back through
uncounted ages before towns and cities were
born and all men lived in the free and
clean air of the woods and the meadow.

L Then, too, there is the conviction, al-
most universally held, that the farmer who
- Joves his work and takes pride in it is freer
than rs to reach towards the ultimats

acknowledges Finance Minister Abbott. It
is a long delayed acknowledgement. Until
comparatively recently Government pro-
‘perty did not even contribute towards the
cost of fire services and municipalities had
to pay Federal taxes for the privilege ol

providing the protection.
' L L]

George Meredith, English novelist and
poet; died this date 1909. He alternated
between poetry and prose but even “The
Ordeal of Richard Feverel” (1859) was not
a financial success and he had to turn to
journalism for a living. The amusing “Evan
Harrington” was more successful. The
Egoist” and “Diana of the Crossways” are
amongst his best books. He regarded lifé
as a tragi-comedy, and his humour is re-
flective, even mournful, but never cynical.
Stevenson said of the author of ‘“The Ego

dst”, “God had first to create a gentleman

and then give him genius.”

The danger of having a sharp ornament on
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PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the
di by courr lents
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
ily endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

POTATO MARKETING

In the Guardian of May 15th,
Mr. J.L. Dewar in a reply to Mr.
J. B. Thomas states in the second
paragraph of his letter had Mr,
Thomas been successful in putting
his proposed plan of last summer
into effect the net cost would
have been in the vicinity of $50.00
per acre for all potatoes grown in
the Province

Just how Mr. Dewar arrives at
his conclusion is hard to under-
stand. Possibly he knows exactly
che price potatoes would have been
aad  there been no Board. Just
what the price might have been is
guesswork only, no man can say
even such an oracle of wisdom as
Mr. Dewar. Moreover the petition
referred to was put to the farm-
ers to read Some signed, some
did not. How then was it a sccret
or how could it have circulated in
secret?

I am, Sir, etc,
ARCHIE ROBINSON.

Albany.

WEST RIVER PROBLEM

Sir,—In your issue of May 8th, a
letter appeared in the Forum deal-

ng with the vexed Rocky Point
ferry problem. The letter was
written by Mr. Dan Taylor ot

Nire Mile Creek, a man who cer-
tainly should know what he is
talking about when he deals with
the Rocky Point ferry service. Mr.
Taylor points out that the ferry-
boat S.8. Fairview has recently
sone again on one of her custom-
ary trips to Pictou, and heéavy-
laden trucks are once again mak-
ing their fifty mile round trips to
and from Charlottetown by way
of the old West River bridge. He
says aptly, that this time the
rairview has gone io Pictou for
X-ray treatment, and he loses no
time in going to the desired point,
and asking, in effect, why our Is-
land Government should allow this
costly and humbuzging ferry to go
on year after year, when a most
ceasonable and splendid remedy is
available, namely, the proposed
Wesiville bridge.

Let me say here that I, like a
z0od many more residents of the
West River electoral district, was
certainiy disappointed to note that
no mention of the proposed West
River bridge was to be found in
the speech from the throne on the
opening day of the last session of
our Pirovincial Legislature—a fact
that was duly pointed out by the
.eader of the Opposition,

The evasive attilude of the
Government on this important
west River question throughout

the whole session was in fact de-
cidedly inconsistent with its attit-
ude on another similar matter,
namely, the recently constructed
bridge at Montague. Speaking in
defence of the Gevernment's pol-
icy in constructing this Montague
oridge, Premier Matheson declared
that the Government had already
;aved the cost of this new bridge
Jy freeing the Provincial treasury
of the cost of the ferry at Mont-
ague that amounted to $12,000
annually. If that is correct, ther
here at least is one example of
good statesmanship in Prince Ed-
ward Island, and ultimately of
good politics too, for an enlighten-
ed electorate throughout our Pro-
vince is not slow to recognize an
example of good statesmanship, be
it north, south, east or west in
our Island.

But if the building of a bridge
to save $12,000 annually for our
Province was good staiesmanship
and good politics too, would it not
now be pre-eminently good states-
manship and good politics too, for
our Provincial Government to build
a bridge that will free the taxpay
ers of Prince Edward Island of
irom 70,000 to 100000 dollars A
year—for that is all too clearly
What a perpeiual ferry at Rocky
Point will cost? Any bright schook
doy in Grade 6 can now inform
our Island Government that this
annual cost will in his own life-
time amount to four or five mil
lion dollars —or tcn to tweive

umes what a splendid and most

| NOTES BY

be identified by his furtive look
and because he can do 100 yards
in eight seconds.—Moose Jaw
Times-Herald.

At one point, (Senalor) McCar-
thy passed a scribbled note to the
TV men: “Could I have time off
from cameras for 10 seconds to
use handkerchief?” It was granted,
and McCarthy blew his nose in
private. — Time Magazine.

Radar experts think the United
States might have a six-hour warn-
ing in case of an attack. Which
would at least give the Pentagon
time, Senator Soaper points out,
to get all its generals out of Con-
gressional hearings. —Hamilton
Spectator.

Again we have evidence of Can-
adian “fish hogs” as the fishing
season gels underway. Giving way
to their greed, these so-called
sportsmen have jumped the gun
on the opening of fishing season,

Old Charlottetown

and P. E L
A ROWDY ELECTION

“The election of & member to
represent Queen’'s County in the
General Assembly, in the room of
the late Dr. McAulay, came on at
the Court House in Charlottetown
on Tuesday last, and after con-
tinuing thrce days, was, on motion
of Mr Fairbairn, one of the can-
didates, adjourmed to Chiney
Point, where the contest is at this
moment going on, this being the
day fixed for its renewal. Mr. Nel-
son was proposed by Mr. C. Long-
worth, seconded by Mr. Farqu-
harson; Mr. Fairbairn by William
Hyde, Esq., seconded by Mr, John
Hyde: Mr. MacGregor by Mr.
Nicholas Jenkins of Lot 49, second-
ed by Mr. Allan Cameron. The
numbers at the close of the third
day's poll stood as follows: Mr
Nelson 359, Mr. Fairbairn 194, Mr.
McGregor 67. On Thursday morn-
ing Mr, McGregor signified his re-
solution of withdrawing from the
contest.

“It must be obvious to every one,
that the Court House is too con-
fined an arena for such exhibit-
jons. During the whole time of the
election it was crowded to excess.
and it was not without hard strug-
gling that the electors made their
way to the hustings. The building
has susiained considerable dam-
age from the excesses of the mob,
for during the three days the poll
was kept open, the Court House
was in the occupation of a promis-
cuous rabble, amidst whose hoot®
ings and howls the election pro-
cceded; and such was the noise
that prevailed, that the Returning
Officer, especially throughout the
first day, had frequently much
difficulty in ascertaining the votes.
There was some show made of
preserving order by means of con-
stables, etc., during the second and
third days, but altogether, such a

useful bridge at Westville would
cost. Clearly, the question is not
now, can our Province afford the
cost of this bridge, but rather, can
it afford to wait a single year for
it?
I am, S8ir, etc,
AN OLD WEST RIVER
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The pedestrian of the future will,
| otherwise conducted themselves in

THE WAY

limiits,

have exceeded their and
a manner which will bring them
rightful condemnation by true out
doorsmen. The worst enemy of the
forest and stream and the game
and fish is the man who preaches
conservation and then goes out and
breaks the rules.—North Bay Nug-
get.

The world's oldest chamber of
commerce s in Marseilles ‘and its
archieves include records of freight
rates local shippers charged Kkings
Philippe-Auguste, Richard the Lion-
Hearted, Saint Louis and their fel-
low Crusaders for carrying supplies
to the Holy Land.—La Voz de
Espana, San Sebastian.

A pose of wisdom is the most

dangerous pose of all. It is fun-
damentally dishonest, and it fools
the actor more than it does the

audience. The most extreme form
of trying to “sell” this pose is the
suggestion that short-cut, pill-form
book and information digests will
make any one a good conversation-
alist. Nothing is more likely to
make him a bad one.- To think,
to wonder, to question oneself—
occasionally to accept the dignity of
doubt—these are the attributes of a
wise man who makes selective
reading a sort of partnership jn
his development. This in the end
encourages a humility without
which there is no wisdom.—Hamil-
ton Spectator.

disgraceful scene of confusion and
uproar we never before witnessed.
“Nor was the discordant yelling
and violence of a mob of brawling
drunkards the worst features in
the scene. We lament to state that
many  persons whom we have
hitherto been in the habit of con-
sidering very reputable members
of the community, so far from
showing an example of order and
decorum, were conspicious for their
turbulent behaviour, and for the
virulence with which they assail-
ed their political opponents in
all the vulgar fury of heated part-
izanship, and in language which
would have disgraced the purlieus

of Billingsgate. Much time and
breath were spent in addressing
this august assemblage, and in

soliciting their ‘most sweet voices’,
but we lament, for the sake of
coming generations, that we have
it not in our power to report the
speeches.”

The Guardian

Tuesday, May 18, 1954

1 have been looking over & direc-
tive manual which is being sent
out by the wepartment of Education
in one of tne  Eastern United.
Siates. Either because of its &0-
called “progressive” character or
in provocative and stimulating mat-
erial. For the purpose of this article
I will pass over all the recom-
mendations concerning emotional
adjustment, social development, and
things of like character, and deal
brietly with the suggestions that
are made for instruction in the
understanding practice of democ-
racy, for, of course, these are of
as much concern to us as to Amer-
icans. .

1 read somewhere that in the
schools of Russia and China evesy
child 1s instructed in the princip.es
and techniques ot Communism from
his tirst day at school until his
last. Reading, wriling arithmetic.
history, and oll’ other subjects in
the curricuium, are somehow link-
ed with Communist ideology. Even
games are given a political bias.

That sort of thing would be dis-
tasteful to us; it smacks too much
of regimentation and mind con-
trol which in the end would pro-
duce nothing but human machines
with no capacity tor independent
thought or inquiry. Nevertheless, it
seems a pity that our abhorrence
of regimentation generation pick
up their democratic impressions at
random, without any help from the
school where they spend so much
of their time. The tact that very
little coaching in democratic values
and practices was given in the
schools in the past may be at
least partialy responsible for the
political lethargy which is far too
common among us. After all, demo-
cracy means much more than the
right to cast a vote at election
time, and in these days, when it
is on the defensive almost every-
where, it needs all the intelligent
and orderly support it can get.
Democracy, as we in the West
have received it, undoubtedly is the
strongest political belief ever en-
volved in the long story of man's
search for political justice; but it
will not work by itself and, in
fact, it cannot work at all with-
out the backing of an informed so-
ciety., Is it not reasonable, there-
fore, to make use of the schools
in this way, without, of course mak-
ing a fetish of it,

. . .

The manual lists three subjects
which might and ought to be con-
sidered and given some measure
of formal instruction in the schools
They are:

1. Tolerance toward those of dif-
ferent backgrounds, whether rac-
1al, religious, or national.

This need may be more acute
in the United States than it is
here but, at the same time, intoler-
ance is by no means a stranger to
Canadian life. English speaking
Canadans and French speaking
Canadians, to say nothing of the
prospective citizens who are com-
ing in all the time, have need to

learn more about one another's
history, culture, and language.
Canadian unity, which political

speakers never forget to mention.
is a very fine thing, where it is
practised, but it needs strengthen-
ing in many weak places; and, any-
way, the diversities which have
helped to make possible the build-
ing of this nation, are also im-
portant,

It would be a mistake to forget
these diversities or even to assume
that they don't matter any more.
Racial and language and religious
differences do no harm so long
as they are handled intelligently
So far as children are concerned,
the only instruction they need in
the value of tolerance comes in the
form of encouragement, They are
not born with intolerance in their
souls: they Jearn it from their eld-
ers later on.

2. Belief in freedom of inquiry
and expression,

There is so much fear of internal
subversion these days that in some
quarters the traditional freedoms
which give strength to democracy
are in grave danger. It has been
discovered that the easy way to
counteract one tyranny is to as-
sail it with another. So it has come
to pass that many serious think-

—P.EI. Register, March 11, 1828
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The Passing Scene

By Observer “
THREE SCHOOL SUBJECTS

‘pathy with Communism, are atraj
w express liberal opinions or eve:
to inquire into any phase of Politicy
science.
This sort of thing is a nec
preliminary to the growth :ﬁ?ﬁ
lotalitarian system; whether b
Fascist or Communist doesn't my,
ter much, since basically they g
exactly alike. Each receives m'
strength from suppression of fy,,
thought; neither can Prosper g,
long as intellectual freedom Te.
mains secure. There is no longer
any doubt that one hope, Perhap
the chef one, of the masters of the
Communist world, is that we in tp,
West will in time grow weary of
protecting our freedom by gep,.
cratic methods and adopt t,
techiques which go with totalitay.
ianism. The Communists don't want
a major war if they can win thej
major objectives any other way;
the ideal, of course, from thej
point of ‘view, would be for iy,
Free World to win these Objectives
for them.
3. Recognition of the
differences in people.
It this denotes a reversal of tpy
“least common denominator” trend
of recent years it should turn gy
to be a good thing. We may ,
well admit that total uniformity
is not possible in a growing, dy-
namic society. Differences shoul
be encouraged, not condemned, The
common practice of grouping to.
gether all children of the same
age, without paying any attentjon
to individual strengths and weak.
nesses, 18 not a very good incentivy
for anybody who is not quite satj.
fied with the easily attainable, 1
is not even good economics; thy
farmer does much better with hj
potatoes and turnips, grading them
not accqrding to age, but accord.
ing to actual and potential quality,
Everybody should have equal op.
portunity, but surely that doesn’t
mean that the group must be com.
pelled to await the pleasure of thy
slowest.
The only “common” thing about
a school, as about society in gen.
eral, ought to be the recognition
of what might be called a com-
mon ethos, that is to stay, an
agreement as to ends and, specl
fically, as to the rules which help
to achieve them.
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PoetS Corrion

BLOSSOMING BUSH

See how the bright bush burns
With flowers light as flame

As though each single blossom
Uttered forth a Name,

O infinite perfection

Of city calyx and petal—
Colors of eternity

Blend into our mortal

Vision, and too much, too much
To bear the sudden bird
Perched on flowering branch
Singing of a Word—

Singing in the springtime dawn
Out of the burning bush,
Here in the sudden hush
Leaf speaks to leaf

And stone to stone. =

—Katherine Kennedy, in the Nev
York Times.
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l The Age Old Story |

Afterward Jesus findeth him i
the temple, and sald unto him, Be
hold, thou art made whole: sin n
more, lest a worse thing come unb
thee.
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