ZHhe Colonial Feraly,

Covresponyence,

No. 2.

To TaE Lp1ror o TaE Coroxrar HERALD.

Sir;—I resume my subject. The next thing demanding
attention, on the plan I liave proposed, is the eonsideration
of the present general state and circumstances of the coun-
try, as illustrative ol the duty of our representatives. 1 do
not mean, indeed, to go into every particular which bears
on this subject—I have neither sufficient time, abilities or
materials. But, nevertheless, there are some leading facts—
too prominent for neglect—to which, at least, 1 shall now
clain ettention.

"I'he main stay of every country—and particularly of every
new country—is Agriculture. The most valuable and indis-
pensable property in a country, therefore, isarable land. The
tenure, then, of the lands of a country, more than any other
circumstance, affects its interests and prosperity, and excites
the concern of its inhabitants. And upon the nature of that
tenure depeud, not only the pecuniary prosperity, but also
the contentment and quiet of a people.

These remarks lead us directly to the true source of the
principal grievances and difficulties existing in the circumn-
stances of our population. Depending alinost exciusively
upon its agricultural resources, the tenure of the soil is the
question which particularly affects and interests the peo-
ple of this Colony ; and unfortunately they have been af-
flicted with a system the most prolific of mischief,

This Island was originally shared away amongst a few
individuals. Whether they had merit entitling them to this
mark of His Majesty’s favour, or not, it was certainly a most
stupid and imprudent act thus to lay the fonndation of a
power which the history of all countries has proved most
detrimental to public peace and improvement. Had the
terms of'the original grants, however, been strictly enforced,
the impolicy of this measure would have been much less
apparent and glaring ; for then the Island would have heen
speedily seltled with a considerable population, and an an-
nual revenue of upwards of £4000 sterling would have been
secured from the quit-rents—a sum nearly sufficient to dis-
«charge the annual civil list, the principal part of which the
already overburdened people of Great Britain have now to
bear, and the rewmainder falls on our own shoulders. But
the doubtful policy of granting away the territory of the na-
tion to a few private persons was rendered consummately
ridiculous and injurious by the subsequent proceedings in
regard to it. Until the year 1816—a term of nearly fifty years
drom the original granting of the lands—the conditions were
mever fulfilled, and no means used to enforce them. And
then, instead of being enforced, they were, at the urgent and
repeated selicitationsof the grantees,a// ine rged ina petty quit-
rent of two shillings per hundred acres. Buteven this was ne-
ver paid ; and now, nearly eighty years from the dates of the
grants, and long after the term allowed for the fulfilment of
the conditions, and even after the expiration of the term
given in the subsequent indalgences, and although not a sin-
gle proprietor, or hLis heirs or assigns, has complied with
the terms of either the original grant or the indulgences, yet,
with a very paltry exception, the whole of these forfeited
Jands are left at the undisputed disposal of the clainants,
who are permitted to pursue such measures as they choose to-
wards the settlers.

We are struck with astonishment at such a recital ; and
-siid we not know the contrary, it would be natural, on hear-
g it, to ask, whether there have not been some particular
benefits resulting from these things, which have induced
the British Government to wink at sueh barefaced and re-
peated violations of solernn contract, or whether, at least, it
1s net a matter of utter indifference. = But what are the facts?
The consequences of this leniency to the grantees have been
most fatal to the interests of the Island, aud instead of pr
ducing a correspouding feeling towards the teunantry, it has
appeared to have excited the very opposite one, for the rents
bave uniformly increased in amount and rigour of exaction
as the terms of Government to the grantees have been mo-
dified. The amount of rents at present annually accruing,

_and mostly collected or well secured, in this Island, toge-
ther with the annual Proceeds of sales, are nearly £20,000;
while the whole annual expenses of all the proprietors does
not exceed £2,500, leaving in their favour a clear gain of
about £17,000 Yearly! Were these immense sums likely
ever again to become, by expenditure and circulation in the
Island, helpful in adva
be less oppressive. But miost of the land owners are 1nou-
residents, A grear part of the rents are therefore complete-
Iy and perbaps forever abstracted from the Island, to pam-
per the pride and luxury of men no other way concerned
about it than in securing as large a share of its” proseeds as
possible for themselves. The mercenary spirit in which
the whole of these transactions bave been conducted has
prompted the most rigid exactness in
rents, and the most relentless severity towards every defaul-
ter. Insome instances, the grain which formed the only
sgbsnsu_mce for the poor tenant—the cow which should fur-
nish milk to feed his starving children—the oxen which as-
sisted to till his land and procure his firewood—and even
the mittens which covered his bands in winter, have been
levied upon, to satisfy the demands of merciless landlords!
In other cases, families possessing no other means of liveli-
hood, have been ejected from the premises cleared and made
valuable by their hard labour, when they could not pay the
rents, to make room for some one else, who, from the fruits
of their industry, might be able 1o comply with these un-
rlghteoys exactiens. And with scarcely au exception, every
tenant in the Island has had, at some time, to deny himselt
the necessaries or the comforts of existence, which his in-
dustry, unshackled by this horrid incubus, might have pro-
cured him, 1o appease the ceaseless cry of “ Give! give!”?
which proprietary avarice has sent forth, &

And their cupidity has not ended here.
the Home Government has ren
wards of a quarter of a mil
not content with the

Not satisfied that
remitted to them a debt of up-
llion sterling, due for quit-rents—
! permission to levy an annual contribu-
tl‘on of £17,000 on the peuury-strickgu inkabitants of this
Colony, to uphold their haughty pomp in a distant land, or
the contemptible counterfeit of jt by their agents here—
these grasping monopolists have seized upon large quanti-
ties of land originally reserved in their Grants by the Crown
for the use of British subjects as Fishery Reserves, and
leased them as their own! "They have thus perverted an in-
tended favour into a means of oppression.

As a consequence of these unwise and unrighteous mea-
sures, notice the poverty so generally apparent among the
tenantry of this fertile Island. Itis true that a shallow-brained
and “prating fool” has said in our legislature that the pay-
ment of rents assists to make the people comfortable and con-
tented. But he might as easily have proved that Lis extor-
tions from them for tobacco and ardent spirits have ad-
vanced their _prosperity ! - Oqr tenantry, Sir, are battlinge
with severe difficulties and privations.  Could we know the
many expedients and sacrifices to which they are driven, to
Talse money to pay their rents—could we experience ;ho
deﬁclency of comfortable houses, clothing, food and rest
which they are necessitated to endure—did we ﬁ~eqnemllh\t
and plainly read, in their haggard and dejected countenances
the deep wounds which proprietary rapacity has inflicte
on their spirits—and were we fully acquainted with the
privation (_)t_l_em'niug, religious instr'uctiou, and other bles-
sings of civilization, which so extensively prevail among
them, without the means of remedying them, then we
should be convinced, though even against our will, of the
llnl;?.uny of loading these indigqnt beings with heavy contri-
t, ions to overﬂow'the luxurious cup of unfeeling volup-

uousness, Buy their Poverty is riot all.  Were they able,
b}y enduring these miseries,
:"l:r:';l;:_!l,hte’:zymrz1ignh;rl;::e hope of future improvement. But

) 'S—insome cases to a larre amount
i .
f‘:;lu;es(?fcr?ps, losses, and other adverse circumstan(‘es,
1ave rendered them unable to pay the rents when they be-
come due; and now no o

Prospect presents itself, but, afi
a few more years of laborioys indi B o
A e !
their homes. gence, to be driven from

And the tenantry do not bea
alone. Every man and every hu
from the same cause. It is this

this peeuniary depression
Siness in the Island suffers
Wwhich has produced the

neing its prosperity, the system would |

the collection of the |

to prevent the accumulation of

i

!

O |

\

{

i

|
{
{
|
|
{

|
|

\

|  PERSECUTION OF THE FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLA D,

OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION OF THE FREE
MI(?I’F&?CH OF SCOTLAND; HELD AT EDINBURGH, AUG.

8tH, 1843.

Tue Special Commission of the General Assembly of the
Free Church of Seotland, deem it their duty, at this eventful
crisis, to call the attention of Landowners in Scotland, and
other persons of wealth and influence, to various represen-
tations that have been made to them from different parts of
the country. >

The Commission have learned, on undoubted authority,

universal scarcity of money, which embarrasses all busi-
ness and paralyses all euterprise, and makes the freeholder, |,
the mechanic, the merchant, and the professional man, com-
mon sufferers—though in a miuch smaller degree-—\‘vnh. the
oppressed tenant. -'The cause is, that all the money in ¢ircu-
lation is withdrawn to pay rents. :

Poverty and pecuniary dependence never fail to beget ser-
vility and political subjeetion ; and a powerful landocracy
has, in every country where it has existed, been the most Pf-’
fectual means of subverting the independence and freedom |
of the people. This is its effeet in this Islanid. By keep-
ing the people in ignorance, it has made them the easy dupes : ' .
of their designing oppressors. But it has operated in a more that in some cases proprietors of land have refused sites for
palpable form by direct coercion. Many of the tenantry . building places of worshijs for that part oflhg poepulation who
dread to entertain a liberal political sentiment, lest it shopldst =S wed their attachimentio-the principles of the Free
expose them—as it undoubtedly would—to the perseeution of Church ; that in other cases servants and other depenilents
their landlords. From the same cause, they are afraid 10 506 heen dismissed from their situations, and thrown on
sign a petition, either to our local authorities or to the Home the wide world, on no other ground but that they have seen
Government, for redress of their grievances—to attend af5, )¢ duty to leave the Establishment; that the cottagers
political meeting for the discussion of their rights—or to lis- in some parishes have been warned, at their peril, not to
teu to the representations of those who would assist them to shelter, even for a night, under their humble roofs, the mi-
break the fetters of despotism. And to render their vassal-{ -ios” who have left their tnanses for conscience’ sake ;
age wmore dreadful, and to make the highest chartered right and that in one instance an interdict has been applied for to
of a British subject the means of inerensing it, they are, at prevent a minister from preaching on a certain estate, or on
the elections of our legislators, either intimidated from the sides of the roads aud highways that puss_[hru.ugh it.
voting for those persons whom they would choose, or forced lven in the present heated state of the public mind on
to vote for the hirelings of their oppressors.  What thongh | oy, yely matters, some of these statements may appear incre-.
a venal and prostituted press, in the exuberance of its con- dible to many, and it is not without some feelings of relup-
fidence in the credulity of the inhabitants of the Island, |\ o and shame that they are now brought under public
should wmaintain the contrary, and assert, that “the exercise’t | oo :
of the most remote species of proprietary influence, in fa The Commission do not, and cannot, dispute the entire
vour of the most talented person that could be found tonﬂv_r vizht in law of every landowner to do what he wills with his
himself to any of our constitnencies, would be the immedi- own; -he may level every homestead to the ground; and
ate cause of his rejectiori I Could he imagine that his mered y, yay go deteriorate the soil as te refider his estate a bar-
assertion, unsupported by any reference to corrohorating | ..., waste. Kvery man is of course entitled to retain or
facts, could sustain suck a statement? In its refutation 1 dismiss his servants on any ground he pleases. The trustees
need only point to the First and Third Districts of Queen’s | "0 highway have unquestionably a legal control over the
County, and ask in which District of the Island such species |\, side, so as to hinder a minister from standing on it to
of influence has not, at one time or another, been exercised preach the gospel, or the people sitting on it to hear him ;
with more or less success? Let the history of the last Ge-414 the man of wealth, perhaps, infringes on no statute,
neral Klection alone decide this point! when le tells the cottagers on his property whom they are

The length of this letter admonishes me here to draw to to receive, and whom they are to refuse to admit into their
a conclusion, and to reserve the aceount of the proceedings dwellings, for they are tenants at will, to whom he may feel
upon this subject, which I had hoped to embrace in the pre- himself entitled to prescribe the conditions on which they
sent, for a future number. are to live on his domains. But a man may act within the

Yours, &e. limits of statutory right, and yet the question may still re-

main, how far the course he is pursuing is righteous in the
: sight of God and man. ;
2 The Ministers and Members of the Free Church of Scot-
To Tue Epitor oF Tae Coroniar HeraLD. land have left the Establishment purely en conscientious
grounds, and, whatever others may think of their prudence
in doing so, it is hoped, that at least their sincerity will not
be called in question. They desire to live in peace with all
nen, and they cordially wish for the welfare of all who love
the Saviour in sincerity, however they made differ from
them in other matters. They are desirous to make all the
provision in their power for the religious instruction of that
portion of the people of Scotland who hold their principles;
and in renouncing all connection with the Establishment,
and in every subsequent step they have taken toward form-
ing themselves into a separate cominunion, lh.ey conceive
themselves to be only exercising that liberty of conscience
which is the gift of God to every man, and which is pecu-
liarly the birthright ot every Briton. They ask no special
favour; they claim for themselves no other privileges than
those which are granted to all other denominations of
Christians in this country. They know, indeed, that the
Lord of the conscience will reckon with them for all they
have recently done ; but no man, they conceive, can right-
fully attempt to disturb or annoy them in what they regard
as the course of present duty ;and any attempt to do so would,
they snbmit, be all the more strikingly unjust, if practised
under colour of law.

A proprietor of many parishes cannot claim a right so to
mould the minds of his tenantry as that they may take the
stamp of kis religious opinions. Any endeavour on his part
to do so would be as hopeless as it would be sinful. They
may be as diligent in their callings as he could wish ; he may
know with heartfelt satisfaction that in their dwellings the
Scriptures are often read, and that the duties of the family
altar are not forgotten ; and yet he wmay find that they do not

: : agree with him entirely on the most important of all concerns.
quiry as that the funds might be safely secured, that schools He tnay regret this ; he may reason with them, but more he

might be soon erected, and that the ('ll”‘l[‘f‘“ of our POOTEr { cannot with justice venture to do, for this plain reason, that
brethren '””‘c'ht no longer, be left destitute of christian { e is not ' the lord of their consciences. Legally he may re-
education! move them from his lands, or refuse them all meauns of wor-

s NCA g b T <} e ok i Bhe g e 2 ‘ 2 :

8 It is not sufficient, in days like these we live in, when onr | gining God in the way and form that they think most serip-
Ostablishment 1s assailed within and without, merely to re- | vl but his doing so wonld be an unjusi attempt to rob
gret such things, and calmly to sleep over them, under the | e of a privilege which they have received from heaven.
prevailing but too fatal error, that the church is fully eapas | Many of the landowners of Scotland know the value of this
ble of managing her own internal economy, and that it ill privilege for themselves. They are dissenters from the
becomes laymen to busy themselves in matters of her keep- | Chureh established by law in this part of the United King-
ing. No, Lcontend that,as faithful upholders of such Institu- dom, and they exhibit in their own persons examples of the
tions, we are become hf)nml, from the valuable l)en_cﬁts to be right that every man has in this happy land, to worship God
derived from her doctrines, to do all that may lie in our according to the dictates of his consecience.
power in protecting her interests. If advocating the cause | s class control their inferio=s in station or their dependents
of the Established Church constitutes the calumny comi- | whep claiiming the same spiritual liberty, will not an im-

plained of by Mr. Lloyd, T am perfectly willing to lie under partial world condemn them for such inconsistency and in-

the reproach, though I may be permitted to entertain far justice.

different sentiments on that subject. Besides, any attempt to check the growth of religious opi-
nions by such means must obviously be unsuccessful. If the

Oet. 3, 1843. most uniettered peasant in our land isto be reclaimed from
what we regard as error, it must be by an appeal to his un-
derstanding and heart. Any other appliances he justly re-
gaids as proclaiming the weakness of the cause that needs
to be supported by such instruments; and while he will be
alienated in affection from any “one who can resort to such
expedients, he will be more riveted to ihe doctrines he has
embraced. The history of Scotland has long ago proved,
that the mere force of secular power cannot bury a religion,
and that every effort to do so always leads to the most fatal
resu'ts,

This is a view of the subject which the Commission would
respectfully press on the attention of those for whom this
address is designed. Kven man feels that religion is hisown
business, and even an indirect attempt on the part of the
higher classes to interfere with the rights of conscience, will
surely lead to a dislocation of the different orders of society.
The recent separation of 80 many niinisters and people from
the establishiment, on conscientions grounds, has already un-
avoidably created some feelings of alienation ameng the vari-
ous classes in the commuuity, which it will be difficult to
remove. For this evil we cannot hold ourselves to be re-
sponsible, while we deeply deplore it; but we feel bound
to state, that any attempt to hinder the people of this coun-
try in the free use of their spiritual liberties, must surely tend
to aggravate the calamity in a tenfold degree. The inhabi-
tants of Scotland have been long distinguished for their
sober, orderly character, and for their attachment to their
religious institutions ; and no efforts on our part will be
wanting to cherish in their hearts feelings of loyalty to their
Queen, and due respect for those who occupy the higher
walks of life ; but if their most sacred rights are in any case
disregarded and trampled on, they cannot possibly entertain
any feelings of regard to those who do so. It is earnestly
hioped that a seuse of what they owe to God and their fellow-
m:en, will keep the industrious classes in this country from
any of those excesses which have disgraced other
the kingdom ; but we feel bound to state, that should the
measures adopted towards them by some of the higher orders
be persevered in, we fear a deep sense of wrong will un-
avoidably be kindled in their bosoms, and will be transmitted
from generation to generation. Such a result every man will
surely deprecate, even should it never lead to open outrage,
for it will tend to check industry in all its brauches, to spread
wide a cheerless poverty over the land, and ultimately it may
engender a disregard towards all the institutions of religion.

We have deemed it our duty to bring these thirgs calmly
and earnestly under the notice of the wealthy and powerful
among us, and it is our earnest prayer that they may be re-
ceived in the spirit that has dictated them, and that they may
lead to such an issue as will tend to the growrth of true reli-
gion throughout the land, and to the promotion of that
brotherly kindness, peace, and good-will, among all clases,
which are its genuine fruits.

Tromas CuarLmers, Moderator

Roserr Gorpoy, Moderator

v

CURTIUS.
Prince County, 1843.

Sir; I have observed a communieation in your last paper
of the 30th ult.,, sigued by the Rev. Coarnes Lroyp, as a
reply to my letter of the 9th ult, 1 shall forbear entering
into any personalities, but shall content myself with remark-
ing, that his explanation does not, in the slightest degree,
alter my previous views on th: subject. He states, «that
“they who, as the Representatives of the people, denied them
“the facilities for instruction nnder an Established Religion,
“were those who, 1f acting under a mistaken impression,
“should at least have made it their business to see that the
“spoils were applied as  the law provided.” But how un-
wise was it to leave the interests of the Chureh in such un-
faithful bands! and how much more incumbent on the
Clergy (knowing the glaring injustice the parties implicated
had already been guilty of) to make a vigorous and open
exertion in properly securing those funds, to. be applied to
Schools under their own immediate charge! No one will
believe that if the Clergy (and let me add the cominunicants)
had openly aud strongly protested against the unsatisfactory
and irregular manner in which the funds are said to have
been invested, that immediate redress would not have heen
obtained. How are abuses of this sort ever remedied?
Were such rumours (not whispers) circulated respecting any
TRUST in which we were personally concerned, should we
let them pass in silence, month after month, and vear after
year, as in the present instance? Certainly not. Were
there even the mere suspicion of any abuse, we should di-
rectly use every exertion to acquaint ourselves with the truth
of the matter. And if in our worldly affairs we are thus ener-
getie, how muchmore is it our duty {especially that of the cler-
gy) to do all in our power towards instituting such publie in-
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WHEAT THREE THOUSAND YEARS oLD.—Kour years ago,
a friend of the Karl of Haddington having occasion to unroll
an Egyptian mummy, was sufprised to find a few grains of
wheat enclosed along with the body; and having nade a
present to his lordship’s Countess of four seeds, it was seut
to his lordship’s magnificent seat of Tyuningham, in East
Lothian, and sown in a favourable spot in the kitchen-gar-
den, on the 1st of November ot last year. Through the
kindness of his lordship’s worthy and “excellent gurdener,
Mr. Ford, we have been favoured with a sight of the produce
of these highly interesting seeds; aud as a rather imperfect
account of them has appeared in a contemporary, we ven-
ture to lay before our readers the following brief description
of them :(—Altogether there may be nearly a hundred stalks,
ranging in length from nearly five to upwards of six feet,
The leaves are broader than tsual, and fully an average as
to length. The grain is in two rows of triplets, and oue or two
that we counted contained twenty triplets on a side, or forty
on the ear. The ear carries afew barbs or awns on the
upper end, and is open and distant between the grains. It
flowered nearly a fortnight before any of the varieties sown
at the same period in the neighbouring fields. A few grains
of the modern Egyptian wheat were sown along with it, and
certainly no two. articles can be more entrely dissimilar.
The modern is dwarf—not more than four feet high—closely
set and bzrbed in every part of the ear, aud its general re-
semblance to its ancient progenitor is not greater than that
of barley to wheat. It might be needless to add, that Mr.
Ford looks forward to his harvest with infinite anxiety, and
it bas cost him no little care to protect it from the legions of
antiquarian blackbirds which beset it, trying every opening
in the netting with which it is enclosed, seemingly deter-
mined at all risks to compare the food of the ancient black-
birds in Egypt with thatof the modern ones in Tyuningham.
—Scotsman.

Three of the members of Con
nesse are Mechanics. Andrew
B‘Iucl(well i8 a coppersmith ; and W. G. Jones is saddler.
They are said to be men of fine talents, and rose to ther pre-
sent station by industry and their own good character.—
American Paper.

How o CreaT YOUR CrEDITORS.—AL the bottom of a
wood belonging to Mr. Turton, of Knowlton, in Flintshire, is
a rill of water which empties itself into the river Dee, which
rill, if a debtor (wishing to evade a writ) stride across, he is,
atone and the same instant, in England and Wales, and the
provinces of Canterbury and York, in the dioceses of Ches-
ter, Lichfield, and Coventry, in two townships, and in the
grounds of Mr. Turton and his neighbour.

The daily pay of the Duke of Wellington is stated to he
£118. 14s. 6d. |

A teetotailer, on being told that temperance men were a |
band of robbers, said-— Yes, they have robhed the poor-
house and the State-prisou of their vietis ! |

gress just elected in Ten-
Johnson is a tailor; J W.

of the General Assembly.
of the Special Commission.

Should any of
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FRENCH AGGRE SSION ON TAHITL
Pomare, of Tahiti, solicits the protection of the English Go.

vernment against France, has been received in London :

“My dear Friend and Sister, Queen Victoria, Queen of
Great Britain,—
hovah, the foundation of our power as Queens of our reg.
pective countries. We dwell in peace from the arrangementy

«This is my speech to you, my sister friend. Commi.
serate e in my afiliction, in my helplessness, and in the dif- it

“'The existing Protectorate Government of France in m.!.
dominious I do not ackuowledge. 1 knew nothing of whag
to you by Captain Jones, I being absent at Riate. 4 g

“ On the arrival of the French Admiral, A. Du Petit l‘houarq‘
ing French protection assembled, viz., _the three governors
and Paraita, the person who was left in charge at Papeete -
and the French Consul, after having completed their desigul - :
in signing thedocument, sent it over to me at Moorea, through
for my signature, ;

“Tairapa said to e, ¢ Pomare, write your name under‘i
pay a fine of 10,000 dollars—5,000 to-morrow, and 5,000 the
following day ; and should the first payment be delayed he-
aud your land taken. '

“Oun account of this threat, against my will T signed my
for the British and American subjects residing on my land
(in case of hostilities) would have been indiscriminately mas-

“This is the way my Governn:ent has been taken from
me, aud constituted into a French Government.
ita, Hitate, Tahi, and others connected with them ; it was they
who combined and entered into agreement with the French,
Tabiti; that they shounld be Kings, and also their children,

“And now, my friend, think of me, have compassion on
saving, that I may be reinstated in my government; letit
be prompted by the feeling which caused the Messiah to
come into our world to save you and me. ‘

“Have compassion on me in my present trouble,

“Do not cast me away; assist me quickly, my friend. [
run to you for refuge, to be covered under your great sha-
are now dead, and whose kingdoms have descended to us
the weaker vessels.

Let its continuance extend not only to ourselves and child-
ren, but to our children’s children. ~ My friend, do not by any

“1 now deliver up to you, my friend, my last effort; my
only hope of being restored is in you. Be quick to help me,
rior and nearly taken, whose spear is close to me.

“The time is very near when I fear 1 shall lose my Govern-

“ My friend, send quickly alarge ship of war to assist me.
A French ship of war is daily expected here-—speedily send

“Itis my wish that the Admiral may speedily come to
Tahiti. If he cannot speedily come, 1 wish a large ship of
hiere your ships of war; let not one month pass away without
one, until all my present difficulfies are over.
oti the Spanish coast to cone to Tahiti and assist me.

“Health and peace to you; may you be blessed, my sister-

“ Pomare, Queen of Tahiti.”
THE ACTRESS.
theatres, was one day passing through the streets of the
town in which she then resided, when her attention was at--
cettage before her.  Curiosity prompted her to look in at
the open door, when she saw a few poor people sitting to-
giving out the following hymn, which the others Joined in
singing :—
Mercy still reserved for me.’ &e.

The tune was sweet and simple, but she heeded it not.
less, until she was invited to enter by the woman of the
house, whe had observed fher stauding at the door. She
one of the little company ; and uncouth as the expressions
sounded, perhaps, to her ear, they carried with them a con-
She quitted the cottage, but the words of the bymn followed
her. She could noi bavish them from her mind, and at
Sh? did so, and the more she read it, the more decided her
serious impressions became. She attended the ministry of
and bowed herself in humility and contrition of heart be-
fore Him whose mercy she now felt she needed, whose
who has declared that with sueh sacrifices he is well pleased.

Her profession she determined at once and forever to re-
pearing on the stage, without disclosing her change of senti-
ments, or making kuown her resolution finally to leave it.
and requested her to sustain the principal character in a new
play, which was to be performed the next week for his be-
ral admiration ; but she now, however, told him her resolu-
tion never o appear as an actress again, at the same time giv-
ples by ridicule, but this was unavailing ; he then represen-
ted the loss he should incur by her refusal, and he coneluded
act on this oceasion, it should be the last request of this kind
he would ever make. Unable to resist his solicitations, she
the theatre. The character she assumed required her, on
her first entrance, to sing a song; and when the curtai
ment. But she stood as if lost in thought, and as one for-
getting all around her, and her own situation. The musi¢
come with embarrassment, the band again commen
A second time they paused for her to begin, and still she
then, with clasped hands and eyes suffused with tears, she
sang, not the words of the song, but—

Mercy still reserved for me ?’

It is almost needless to add, that the performance was
from that memorable night to ¢ consider their ways,’ and to
reflect on the wonderful power of that religion which could
vain, and so evidently pursuing the road which leadeth 1
destruction.
change in Miss ——— was as permanent as it was singulary
she walked cousistently with her profession of religion 10
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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A copy of the following interesting letter, in which
“Tahiti, Jan. 23, 1843,

« Health and Peace to you, and saved may you be by Je-
made by our predeeessors.
ficulties in which my nation is involved with France,
my Chiefs and the French Consul bad done, before 1 wrotg
the same chiefs who formerly signed the document request-
(Paraita is the root of this great evil), the French Admirg}
the medium of my nessengers, Tairapa and Mr. Simpson,
this document.  If you do not write your nate, you muss
vond 2 o’clock the first day, hostilities will be cominenced
name. 1 was compeliled to sign it, and because | was atraid,
sacred ; no regard would have been paid to parties.

“ My Government is taken from e by iy enemies, Para- -
They have banished me, that I should not be sovereign of
me, and assist me ; let it be powerful, let it be timely and

=
affliction and great helplessness.
dow, the same as afforded to my fathers by your fathers, who

“Irenew that agreement ; let it be lasting and for ever. '
means separate our friendship. This is my true wish.
for I am nearly dead ; 1 am like a captive pursued by a war-
ment and my land.

a ship of war to protect me, and 1 shall be saved.
war may come just at this present time. Continually send

“1 have also at this time written a letter to your Admiral
friend, Queen of Great Britain, &e.

An actress, in one of the English Provincial or country
tracted by the sound of voices, which she heard in a poor
gether, one of whom, at the moment of her observation, was:

¢ Depth of merey ! can there be
The words had rivetted her attention and she stood motion-
complied. and remuined during a prayer which was offered by
viction of sincerity, on the part of the person then employed..
last she resolved to procure the book which contained it
the gospel, read her hitherto neglected and despised Bible,
sacrifices are those of a broken and contrite spirit, and:
nounce ; and for some little time excused herself from ap-

The manager of the theatre called upon her one morning
nefit.  She had frequently performed this character to gene-
ing her reasons. At first he attempted to overcome her seru-
his arguments by promising, that if to oblige him she would
promised to appear, and on the appointed evening went to
drew up, the orchestra immediately began the accompani-
ceased, but she did not sing; and supposing her to be over-.
did not open her lips. A third time the air was played, and

¢ Depth of mercy ! can there be
suddenly ended ; many ridiculed, although some were
so influence the heart and change the life of one hitherto 80

It will be satisfactory to the reader to know, thatthe
many years, and at length became the wife of a minister
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