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Ma ta’'s Decision

The deusion of the people ot
Malta to throw in their lot with
Britain and to make their island

home a part of the United Kingdom,
as expressed in the recent referen-
dum by a majority of three to one,
is of considerable importance and
significance. For the Maltese them-
selves it will mean that they will be
represented in the British Parlia-
ment, share in the advantages of
British social legislation, and be
spared the administrative prob-
lems and expense involved in Do-
minion status, which had been ad-
vocated by the Nationalist Party.
For Britain, the referendum result
ts a psychological victory of some
magnitude. It is an effective answer
to Soviet slandering of British col-
onial rule, and it is plain evidence of
Malta’s loyalty to those qualities of
freedom and justice which are sym-
bolized in the crown.

The assurance that the island
will remain a strong bulwark of
British military might in the Medi-
terranean is, of course, of inestim-
able benefit not only to the Com-
monwealth but to the entire free
world. There is yet another result of
the referendum in which the British
people can take special pride. Dur-
ing the political campaign preceding
the vote fear was expressed in some
quarters that integration with Brit-
ain might possibly mean a curtail-
ment of the rights of the Roman
Catholie Church to which the major-
ity of the Maltese people belong. By
their vote the people showed that
this fear was not a widespread one.
That their confidence will be re-
spected and honoured and justified
goes without saying. Malta has been
in British hands for 142 years. Dur-
ing that time the absolute freedom
of religion has never been question-
ed. There Is certainly no reason to
suppose that any change will be
made now or in the future. And it is
good to know that most of the Mal-
tese feel that way about it.

In Saskatchewan

Of interest to all concerned in
promoting  rural electrification in
this Province is the detailed account
of the results achieved in Sask-
atchewan, appearing in the cur-
rent issue of the Canadian Geo-
graphical Journal. This has been the
largest farm electrification program
ever undertaken in Canada, which
started practically from scratch in
1948 with 1,300 farms on power
lnes. Last year the figure was 22,-
000 farms; and if the goal of an-
other 7,500 farms electrified in 1956
is achieved it will raise the total to
the half-way mark planned for the
Province's 600,000 rural citizens.
The project to date involves 25,000
miles of transmission lines. In geo-
graphical vastness the area com-
pletely dwarfs the combined trans-
mission areas of Ontario and Mani-
toba, and both these provinces have
¢heap hydro power which Sask-
atchewan has not.

The scheme has been carried out
by the Saskatchewan Power Corpor-
ation, a publicly-owned utility, and
t has been on a self-supporting bas-
Is. The schedule for rural power con-
sumption was set at rates which,
over a period of years, would amor-
lee the capital cost of the program.
The immediate obligation, the costs
of transmission, lines and generating
orks, was assumed by the Corpor-
ation. In the original planning it was
flecided that the farmer would put
“ap 60 per cent of the farm line cost,
which was around $1,000 per farm.
‘However, in actual practice the
‘Farmer’s contribution has ranged
“about $520, depending on the den-
“sity of farms electrified in a project
ared. The Corporation’s responsib-

Jlity ends when it makes the trans-

ormer installation, complete with
) ing . down the pole to a
From that point on, the
tes his own arrangements
sk-up to the farm home

were a few individuals opposed,
mostly for financial reasons. On one
or two occasions the normal occupas
tional hazards of stringing power
lines have been heightened by the
appearance of a wrathful farmer
pointing a gun. The power crews are
not paid to argue with guns. They
leave that work to the persuasive
members of the Field Representa-
tive Branch whose job it is to meit
resistance. One of the best ways of
doing this is to have the people of a
project area organized behind the
program and actively supporting it.
Public meetings are held for this
purpose and all are invited to parti-
cipate in the discussion.
The country residents
freely of their time, to uige and
promote -power projects in their
area, sayvs the article, are the un-
sung heroes of rural electrification.
With the blessing of the Power Cor-
poration, they make the rounds
signing up individual farmers, work
assiduously and persuasively to
bring some unwilling farmer into
the plan, prepare maps of the area
to be served, and arrange for the
easement right-of-way for trans-
mission lines. It should inspire our
own rural citizens to read what has

who give

been accomplished in this connec-
tion in the big western Province.

A Grand Old Man

Charlottetown was a small un-
incorporated town and many parts
of this Province were in the pioneer
stage when Alexander Cameron was
born on Christmas Day, 1851, at
Long River. He went West in the
early gold rush days, but for the
most part he resided here all his life,
operating a hotel in Alberton for
many years and later residing with
his daughter at Elmsdale. He lived
to survive all his contemporaries, re-
taining his physical and mental pow-
ers to a remarkable degree until
stricken with a serious illness last
November. His death on Tuesday
last is noteworthy on account of the
wonderful age he attained; but Mr.
Cameron set an example in other
_ways which are worth recording.
He was an exemplary citizen, a good
neighbor, a hard worker and a
staunch supporter of movements in
the interest of his community and
Province. Our citizens will join in
paying tribute to his memory, and
to the sturdyv qualities which he
carried with him to the end.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Congratulations to Douglas Wed-
dall Cudmore, who has been chosen
by the local Rotary Club to be their
representative at the “Adventure in
Citizenship” rally which is to take
place in Ottawa in May.

. - L

Colonel F. I. Andrew is one of
our outstanding livestock breeders
and his election to the presidency of
the Ayrshire Breeders Association
of Canada is a deserved tribute to
his achievements in this field. It is
the first time this honour has come
to Prince Edward Island and it re-
flects credit upon the Province as
well as the recipient.

- - L]

This is the time of year when re-
sidents of incorporated villages are
holdings their annual meetings to
elect commissioners to attend to
matters of common concern. Re-
ports indicate fairly representative
attendance at most of the meetings.
This is as it should be. Public inter-
est is necessary to the progress of
any community. The most compet-
ent commissioners would be helpless
in the face of public indifference.

. L] L]

Lord Trenchard, who passed
passed away a few days ago, is to
be buried in Westminster Abbey, an
honour that comes to few British
leaders. It is due to his great work
in organizing the Royal Air Force
and making it into an efficient fight-
ing forcé In a very real sense Lord
Trenchard made possible the heroic
defense of the British Isles in the
last war, although he .had been re-
tired from ~active service for some
time.

L . L]

While only three plays are in
competition for the Regional Drama
Festival this week, local talent is
well represented and the players
have been conscientious in studying
their parts. They deserve public sup-
port and it is hoped that there will
be a large attendance this evening
and on Saturday afternoon and eve-
ning at the performances before
the adjudicator. Apart from the
competitive interest, the productions

|- should afford excellent entertain-

HANDS

THAT

OTTAWA REPORT

Agriculture Mintster Gardiner's
proposal for immigrants - by - the-
bushel caused plenty of mirth and
speculation in Ottawa. And this in
spite of being only a three hour
wonder. It was born while Immig-
ration Minister Pickersgill was
latheri: : himself in his, bath; thus,
he said, he first heard the proposal,
announced on the 8 am. radio news
bulletin. It was killed when John
Diefenbaker with poker face jump-
ed to his feet at Parliament’'s open-
ing that morning, to prompt a den-
ial by the Prime Minister that the
government has any such plan.

Two years ago Jimmy Gardiner,
always alertly seeking means of
reducing our embarrassing riches
of unsold wheat, was discussing
international trade with Sir Winston
Churchill. Wheat is our most val-
uable export, he volunteered. Em-
.igrants are the most valuable ex-
port from Britain, concurred
Churchill. This human freight
should be thrown into the scales
to balance the unequal flow of
Anglo-Canadian trade, Mr. Gard-
iner suggested.

So it was that last week the Min-
ister-unilaterally-made his specific
proposal: that Canada should give
Britain 1,000 bushels of wheat for
each British emigrant to settle in
Canada. This makes each pound
of English flesh, blood and bones
worth some 420 pounds of unhusked
Number One Northern. As meat,
this is costly. But as a worker, cit-
izen and breeder, each immigrant
must surely be worth much more
than $1,500 to any country in our
condition.

SLAVE MARKET PRICES

I don't know what the price of
an adult slave is on the black mark-
ets today. But it seems that Mr.
Gardiner grossly undervalues a
British man or woman at this price.
I recall that the Ontario Women's
Institute some years ago priced a
farm wife at $69,000. My own cal-
culations show that the lifetime
labor of the heroic Canadian wife,
mother and unpaid helper is worth
$170,000 at 60 cents per hour.

Given the principle, the applicat-
ion of the Gardiner white slave
trade suggests some fascinating
possibilities.

If an immigrant from Britain is
valued at 1,000 bushels of wheat,
an outraged M. Duplessis would
certainly charge that this was an-

Mr. Lazar M. Kaganovich would
like to see a tunncl bored benecath
the Bering Strait. This would link
the Old World and the New. but
from the sides opposite to those
usually thought of. It would enable

shod to North America while we.
for our part, would have ready ac-
cess to Siberia.

Mr. Kaganovich is a First De-
puty Premier of Russia, and he
must know that among the sober
men who guide the destinies of
nations his suggestion will meet a
mixed, if not a cold, reception.

He may, however, take some con-
solation from the fact that in ever)
country in the world there is one
segment of society thpt will gree’
his idea with enthusiasm. Small
boys, whatever language they may
speak, whatever politics they hear
discussed across the dinner table,
approve of tunnels, in theory and
in fact, and can hardly have too

many of them.

FULL OF MYSTERY

Tunnels are connecting links,
dark, secret passages, full of my-
stery and the threat of danger,
through which a boy can crawl with
‘bated breath and thumping heart
toward adventure. Behind him he
leaves the known, the comfortable,
the ordinary everyday world. Be-
foré him lies he knows not what.

But whether it is a pirate’s trea-

the inhabitants of Asia to walk dry-

It Just Wouldn't Do

By Patrick Nicholson

other example of Ottawa's discrim-
ination against Quebec. So, quite
rightly, we would soon ship wheat
in exchange for French settlers
too. From that, it would be short
step to opening a world-wide bar-
ter trade in human lives. Hungry
families all over the world would
soon be shipping their children to
Canada.

“We don't want to lose you,”
parents would say as loaded emi-
grants ships sailed for Canada,
“but we can feed your little broth-
ers and sisters for a long time on
1,000 bushels of wheat.”

On humanitarian grounds, our
restrictive immigration  prejud-
ices would have to bow before the
hunger of brown, yellow and black
races, as well as white. There
would be the interesting conflict
between the desires of the prairie
farmer to sell his wheat and the
purblind obstacles to liberal imm-
igration, set up by the department
of Immigration, by certain Quebec
ers and by organised labour.

'MAIL ORDER BRIDES

The wheat farmers of Saskatch-
ewan could expect some share in
this deal. We might have situations
like the chestnut about the lonely
bachelor settler, who returned the
gown to the mail order house be-
cause it was not the same as the
one illustrated in the catalogue -
the girl inside was missing.

The Gardiner scheme overlook-
ed two important points. First, the

overburdened taxpayer might not |

be willing to pay the additional load
for this give-away program, which
at present plans would cost the
average family $80 this year. Sec-
ond, the British government has
no power to order citizens to barter
themselves for wheat by deporting
themselves: in fact it has had no
such deportation powers since the
early white population of Australia
was picked by the best judges in
England.

The final doubt about this plan
is whether it would in fact diminish
our wheat surplus. For Mr. Gardin-
er could not deny that a Canadian
baby is worth as much wheat as a
British baby. So in return for our
huge annual export of our most
able and best educated citizens-
plus a few illegal Italian carboot-
travellers - we would be the reluct-
ant recipients of hugh quantities of
dumped American surplus wheat.

[heA[ove bf Tunnels

Wimnipeg Free Press

ed and relished in a boyish mind.

Tunnels are for escape. How
many thousand boys have stood on
guard while, with the handle of
his iron pot, poor Edmond Dantes
hacked at the stone and plaster of
his prison wall, and have crawled
with him through that agonizing
tunnel in the grisly Chateau d'If to
learn the wisdom of the ancients
from the Abbe Faria. and the sec-
ret of the caves of Monte Cristo?

How many boys have crouched
with Sherlock Holmes.and Dr. Wat.
son behind the crates of gold napo-
leons in the darkened vault beneath
the City and Suburban Bank, and
watched in fascinated horror as a
pale, ‘‘almost womanly’' hand grop-
ed from the lurid aperture of the
surreptitious tunnel with which the
ingenious members of the Red-He
ed League had pierced the throb-
bing heart of London?

THE MIGHTY PORTHOS

It was in a tunnel's mouth, with
the bretons' boat and safety half
a dozen s away and eighty of
uards slain behind him
in the blasted grotto of Locmaria,
that the mighty Porthos met his
Homeric doom beneath those three
inexorable granite monoliths. And
how many have held their
breath above the page to calch his
whispered, “Patience! Patience!"
as he sunk into his sepulchre of

THE WEATHER'S WAY
“You just can't trust the weather",
we remark—
And yet the weather never breaks
its word,
Because it never promises that

dark

Will hold off till the last returning
bird

Is safe, nor that the showers will
arrive before

The drouth has left its mark nor

any wind 5

Will keep its voice below a threat-
ening roar,

Nor, mischievous, respect the
washings pinned

In it. The weather, being wise

indeed,

Was never known to give its word
that gold

Maples would last for weeks, nor
guaranteed

A man nor animal respite from
cold.

Before the Winter was over. One
might say

The weather is dependable, in its
way.

~By Elaine V. Emans
in the New York Herald Tribune.

Medically
Speaking '

8y Herman N: Sundesen, M. D.

BED REST AIDS RECOVERY

FROM RHEUMATIC FEVER

We have no. miracle drugs to
cure rheumatic fever. But the old
tried “and true method—plenty of
bed rest—is still the best treat-
ment during the active stage of
the disease.

Drugs, of course, play their part,

Aspirin or sodium salicylate
generally reduce the temperature
and abolish the joint pains within
a few days. Recently, some doct-
ors have been trying ACTH and
cortisone,

Local applications to the joints
also may be helpful. Maybe your
doctor will recommend use of
methylsalicylate liniment to give
some relief.

If the joint pains are really sev-
ere, he might advise holding the
painful limb or limbs rigid through
use of weights and pulleys. Maybe
elevating the clothes from the body
by use of a bed cradle will help.

Although diet is not particularly
important, the patient probably
will want nothing but fluids during
the early stages. Thereafter, foods
should be especially nutritious.

LONG BED REST

Even if the heart is not obvi-
ously involved, the patient should
remain in bed for at least three
months. And if the heart is affected
it means a minimum of six
months’ bed rest.

That's a long time to keep a
youngster in bed and it's going to
be a trying period for you parents
as well as the victim.

Right herc let me warn you to
hide any alarm you might have.
A youngster confined to bed for
several months might easily de-

velop a poor mental attitude if he’

sees you worrying about his recov-
ery.

BE CONFIDENT

Be confident of his recovery—
the odds are greatly in his favor
—and let him share this conficence
The heart is a pretty tough organ.
Tell him so.

It's important, of course, that
you permit your child to enjoy all
the activities the doctor allows.
The doctor knows better than you
when it's okay for the youngster
lo do certain things.

To keep the child's spirits up,
keep his mind busy. 1f you've got
a record player or a radio, place
it beside his bed. A goldfish or a
bird in the room also will help
keep him company.

Maybe a plant or flower will
arouse his interest if you explain
to him that it grows a little each
day.

Keeping his hands busy, too, is
a good idea, if it doesn't tire him.
Modeling clay, paints, crayons—
they're all good for passing time.
Picture books, magazines, puzzles,
card games—you'll think of a lot
of things with which the tempo-
rary invalid can keep occupied.
QUESTION AND ANSWER

G. C.: Is there anything that can
be done for bow-legs? Would an
operation correct them?

Answer: The only method for
correcting bow-legs is operation.
Unless the deformity is quite sev-
ere, such operations are not sug-
gested, as a rule.

Notes By

The WaY

At high speeds you aren't driv.
ing your car anymore, you're aim-
ing ‘it.—Niagara Falls Review,

ars Is the average life
olf;l.k:’. v’v'e're told. Most of those
years being doubtless spent’ dodg-
ing fishermen,—Chatham News,

An electronic -brain in New York
has written a book. Sure, but how
will it look in the customary auth-
or's portrait on the jacket, wear-
ing an open-necked shirt, smoking
a pipe and caressing a collie dog?
—Winnipeg Tribune. ¥

It would be interesting to know‘
what has become of the 1,347 Vic-
toria Crosses that have been award-
ed since Queen Victoria instituted
the medal for valor a century ago.
Probably some are lost, some are
still in the family of the winner,
and some have been pawned by
men who had to eat.—Windsor

Star.

Tobacco products of the future
may have very low nicotine con-
tent. Present tobacco-breeding
work show a trend from 3.0 per
cent nicotine in cigarettes of 1915
to 2.5 percent in 1935 and 2.0 per-
cent in 1955. According to one re-
cent research report, tobacco with
0.0 to 0.2 percent nicotine has al-
ready been developed.—American
Magazine.

The crackdown on errant motor-
ists, particularly drunken drivers,
showed itself plainly in Vehicle Ac-
cident Court, where a man con-
victed of drunken driving for the
first time was sent to jail for 30
days. This was the stiffest sent-
ence ever handed out by a New
York magistrate for a first offend-
er convicted of drunken driving.
The defendant also pleaded quilty
to being an unlicensed operator,
having an unregistered vehicle,
failure to obey a signal light and
carrying improper plates on his

car.—New York Times.

..An orchesira composed en
of doctors has just made
debut in New York. And every one,
we hope, as fit as a fiddle,.—Brant.
ford Expositor. Rt

the
body tried tostart the stove with'
plutonium.—Edmonton  Journal...

In the city of.New York alons
last year accidents involving mot.-
or vehicles killed 652 persons, in.
jured 45,501, Had those been the'
casualties of a single catastrophe
what a wave of horror would-have
swept the continent! How earnes(
would have been the determinat.
ion to prevent its recurrence!—Ot.
tawa Journal.

On the Strand in London, where
newspapermen are wont to con.
gregate, a canny pubkeeper has
introduced a phonograph record
with astonishing success. This re-
cord imitates the sounds of type-
writers clicking and pressés roll-
ing. Every time one of the writing
fellers calls up the little wife to
explain that he’s detained at the
office, he puts on the record for
background music, happily pays

-the pubkeeper sixpence for the

service, and goes back to his gin
and tonic.—Saturday Review.

Unlike West Germany, which
started agaln from scratch after
the war, we cannot say that both
exports and imports are expan-
ing. And until we can, we must re-
sign ourselves to all the penalties
of a high-cost economy, sparked by
the high cost of government and
sustained by fiscal and develop-
ment policies which handicap the
export of manufactures, retard ba-
lanced economic development and
compel us to continue as diggers
and delvers for our more progress.
ive trade rivals.—Toronto Globe
and Mail.
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WEATHERBY'S offer you the
best quality at lowest prices and
friendiiest service. Shop with
us this weekend. We are sure
you will make shopping at
Weatherby's a habit. Dial 3644
for prompt delivery or come in
and fil up your shopping bas
ket from our shelves and aisles
of bargains.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls

By Reiman Marin
Associated Press. New York

It now is nearly nine years since
an  archbishop of the Syrian
Church, Mar Athanasius Yeshue |
Samuel, first held in his hands a
brittle, dusty roll of parchment.

The place was Jerusalem in the
summer of 1947. Even today, the
archbishop's dark eyes burn with
a deep intensity when he describes
that moment.

For the cylinder of parchment,
together with other rolls, and un-
counted thousands of fragments of
still others-all found nearby-have
come to be known as the “Dead
sca scrolls.” Archbishop Samuel,
who now administers a diocese of
his church in the United States and
Canada, was one of the first men
to see the scrolls after they were
taken from the caves near the
Dead sea where they had been bur-
ied for centuries.

Since the original finds, other
caves yielded up still more scrolls
and fragments. Evidently, long
ago, a whole library was hidden
away in the remote, uninhabited
wastes on the shores of the Dead

sea

Who did this” Why? How old
were (he scrolls? What writings
did they contain?

Questions sprung up on every
hand. The first shadowy indica-
tions of what the scrolls might be
astonished archaeologists and bib-
lical scholars.

For, some books of the Old Testa-
ment were quickly identified, along
with some of the so-called Apoc-
ryphal writings

The most thrilling fact was their
age-which was hotly disputed at
first. They are 2,000 years old,
and more-that is, written during
the era of the life of Christ.

Thus, they provide ‘“‘undreamed:
of lllumination to the study of bib-
lical literature,’ said Dr. Frank
Cross, American scholar who is in
Jerusalem working on the scrolls,
some of which are te be given
eventually to McGill University,
Montreal, which helped finance
work in antiquities undertaken by
the Jordan government,

To Archbishop Samuel, the im-
portant point is:

‘‘They establish the fact that the
Bible was written before and dur+
ing the time of Christ, not in the
Middle Ages as some have claimed.
This proves that the Bible in our
hands today is the true Bible,

It will be long years before all
the writings found in the caves
have been translated and evalu-
ated. Optimistic scholars estimate
10 to 20 years. Otbers, however,
say enough material is at hand to

are not the sort that can be pierced

keep them working at top speed
for the next 50 years.

Top speed is slow. Merely un-
rolling the scrolls is a delicat

TOMATOES, pkg. . . . 25¢

20 OZ. TINS

HEINZ SPAGHETTI, 2 for 45¢

painstaking job. Many of the frag-
ments are mere slivers of papyrus
that may crumble when touched.
They may have to be read with the
assistance of infrared photographs.

Still, a great deal already is
known about them. While contro-
versy swirls around many points,
big and small, there is a general
agreement on some basic facts
about the scrolls:

1. They were wrilten
200 B. C. and 70 A. D.

2. They were written mainly on
leather, some on papyrus, a few
on metal. Then they were sealed
with pitch and carefully placed in
large pottery jars. The jars were
hidden in the caves.

. The languages on the scrolls
read so far are Hebrew, Greek and
Aramaic. The last, a Semitic ton-
gue, is generally believed to have
been the language spoken by
Jesus.

Among the original finds, there
was a complete copy of the book
of Isaiah. It has been described as
“magnificent.’ Until this was dis-
covered, the oldest known copy of
Isaiah was dated around the 9th

between’

‘century.
There was also a document
called a ‘‘commentary” on the

book of the prophet, Habakkuk,
found among the original group of
scrolls. Dr. Millar Burrows, pro-
fessor of biblical theology at Yale
and author of the new book, “The
Dead Sea Scrolls’ Viking, has
written of this:

“In some respects, this curious
little document is the most inter-
esting and important of all those
found for the identification and his.
g of the group that produced

What was that group? N
Here, the first boomings of con
troversy begin to be heard. Schol
ars agree that a Jewish monastic
sect, ::;:s of whose monastery
have found, probably pro-
duced the commentary, made the
copy of Isaiah and wrote the other
documents found in the first cave.
. Cross says: ‘‘The people ot
the scrolls were Essenes, a well
Apocalyptic seet within
Judaism.’ Other scholars are less
positive in the identification, using
the term, ‘“‘Essene-type’” sect.
The sect, and the way its mem-
bers lived-in - austerity, sharing
common meals, under ' striet dis-
cipline-has bheen described by the
historians, Pliny and Josephus, and
IheA Jewish ';::'lldmopher Philo.
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CORNED BEEF LOAF, tin . . . 35¢

CHASRF, & SANBORN

CWARE, & SANRORN

BOLOGNA
(SLICED)
Ib. 33¢

T ————————————————————
BACON, Ib. ,...... 48¢

BACK BACON, 1b. 59¢
SPARE RIBS, 8 Ibs. 49¢

COFFEE, Ib.tin . ..... $1,09

INSTANT COFFEE, jar
e

59¢

CHICKEN LOAF ..
;4’ LB.
28¢

PORK CHOPS, Ib.. 53¢

HAMBURG, Ib. .. 85¢
ROAST PORK, Ib. ' 39¢

-
WEATHERBY'S
GROOERY & MEAT MARKET




