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The First Requisite

The popular assumption in the West is
that, annough Soviet Russia has more man-
power to mobilize in time of war than has.

and scientitic potenual is definitely with
the latter country. Recently, at a meet-|
ing of experts in the States, this view wa
cained into gquestion; indeed, some of the
experts staled quite openly that the view
is not only without evidence to back it up
but i1s a source of very great danger in the'
present situation. Actually, according to
figures brought out at the meeting, Russia
now has nearly as many atomic engineers
as the United States and is turning them
oul at a much fasier rate. In the United
States the number of ehgineering graduates
in 1954 fell to 19,000 from the peak of 30,-
000 in 1950; in the same period the Rus-
sian output rose from 28,000 to 33,000. |

This, of course, does not tell the whole
story, since Britain, Canada, and other
Western couniries, are producing engineers
and technicians of their own; but it can be
assumed that the countries in the Soviet
bloe, notably Red China and East Germany,}
are adding their quotas to the ‘

S

Russian|
total, a circumstance which does not bright-
en the picture appreciably from the West's'

' point of view. ' i

The figures and their implications serve
to emphasize a fundamental difference be-
tween democratic and totalitarian prac-
tices in governmental and economic fields.
In the United States and the other free:
nations there is not—and cannot be, if thel
freedom of the individual is to be honour-
ed—any bureaucratic agency with author-|
ity to place students in this or that school |
with or without their consent. In Russia
this is standard practice.

How to reverse the trend towards Rus-
sian superiority in this vital field, without
having to resort to the sort of govern-
mental control which is foreign to the dem-
ocratic way of life, is a problem of real
magnitude; but certainly the security, and '
perhaps the survival of Western freedom,
depends in large measure on its solution.
The first requisite, as the experts have
pointed out, is a better understanding of
the real situation among citizens of all
Western countries. This means an end to
complacency. always the foe of prepared-
ness and security.
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Defense Obligations

The Kisenhower budget for next year
contempiates a total expenditure of $60 bil-
lion, of which $40 billion, or 66 per cent,
is for army, navy and air force. In Canada,
of total expenditures in the fiscal year end-
ed March 31, 1954, defence took $1.585
million out of $4.350 million, or 43 per cent.

There was a time, notes The Printed
Word, when residents of the United States,
many of whom are still living, were boast-
ing that their Congress was a Billion-Dol-
Jar Congress. Soon thereafter, the billion
dollars expended in two years became a
billion dollars expended in one year. Those
were the dayvs. The United States army
comprised a group of smart cavalry units
and some infantry, to a total of 25,000 per-
sons in uniform. And the highest peace-
time rank was that of brigadier-general.
The navy, while it may have been fancy,
was not pretentious and perhaps ranked
fourth in the world after Britain, Germany
and France.

Not many citizens of the U. S. would
see any connection between' this economy
of government expenditure and the Monroe
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The Nevadans Are Unhappy

Excepting the Formosan Straits and

other areas where an outbreak of war ;si !
possible at any moment, the State of Nevada
|is probably the most jittery part of the| |
world these days; for it is there that the|
§ ! American Atomic Energy Commission is |
preparing for a series of nuclear explosions
| some time this month. While the tests will
take place in the vast desert regions of that
state, there are many small communities
loo close for comfort.

Residents recall—
and not with pleasure—the tests of 1933.
These were on a much smaller scale than

the United States, superiority in industrial )
1 O Y the ones now being planned; even so, they |

were followed—whether inevitably or by

coincidence has never been determined—by

the mysterious death of thousands of sheep
that had been grazing hundreds of miles
from the test sites.

For the last several weeks experts have
been travelling from one isolated commu-
nity to another assuring the people that
they need have no fear of “fall-out radia-
tion” from the forthcoming explosions. Per-
sons who have inquired why Nevada should
be preferred to the Pacific for these tests
have been told that their state "is cheaper
by many millions of dollars.” Perhaps the
uring words of the experts will calm
the fears of Nevadans; perhaps they will
not. Certainly, the words would be given
added value if the experts could tell the
sheep-ranchers just what it was that killed
so many of their sheep. This, unfortunate-
ly, they have been unable to do, although
agricultural scientists have been working on
the problem for nearly two years.

The deserts of Nevada have their own
peculiar atiractiveness; but we may be sure
that at this moment the inhabitants of that
region would feel a thousand times happier
if there was not an acre of desert land any-
where in their sagebrush State. More fer-
vently than any other people on this con-
tinent they regret the day that Dr. Einstein
informed President Roosevelt that he had
worked out a formula for the production
of an atom bomb.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Singapore lost this date, 1942,

.

A small college in the States is offering

a thousand dollar prize to the student who,
at the end of the college year, is judged
most competent in the art of putting con-
structive thoughts in short speeches. Won-
der how this would work in our legislatures?
-

. -

It would serve the political forecasters
right if Premier Matheson were to decide to
postpone the general election to the very
last moment permitted by law. It is doubt-
ful that— barring emergencies which do not
appear to exist at the present time—fourth-
year elections serve any useful purpose.

- -
Dr. Otto Strasser’s anxiety to get back
homeland is understandable.

to his

would be well advised, however, to combine

caution with haste in his political ambitions.
It is to be hoped that his quiet years in
Paradise have helped him to see the wis-
dom of a sound, moderate approach to the
problems which now confront his fellow-

citizens.

Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. recently
added to his philanthropic enierprises by
giving $20 miilion to develop religious edu-
cation in the United States. The money
will be handled by the Sealantic Fund which

looks afier most of his give-away programs.

Only a few years ago Mr. Rockefeller pre-

sented Harvard University Divinity School |

with a million dollars for “revitahzation”

purposes.

President R.
dian Pulp and Paper Association made
some very interesting observations at the
recent annual meeting of his group; one
of these would seem to be of special public
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The Makings Of A Free-For-All

Freedom O

By Frank
Written for The

| Freedom of the press is part ot gave full support to the ideas of |

the constitutional and cultural her- ) i
| The late Prof Harold Innis says:

itage Canada received from the
United Kingdom. Eminent jurists
both in Canada and in the United
Kingdom have pronounced it an
essential part of our system of
democratic Parliamentary govern-
ment. )
Since the British constitution 1s
unwritten it contains no precise
definition of this freedom. Neither
does the British North America
Act under which the British con-
stitutional system became offi-
cially implanted in Canada

a constitution “‘similar in principle
'to that of the United Kingdom."
The reasons for this were pointed
up by Mr. Justice L. A. Cannon
of the Supreme Court of Canada in
a judgment delivered in 1938 on
laws passed by the Alberta legisla-
ture.

FREE FOUNDATION

“At the time of Confederation.’

he said. “'the United Kingdom was
|a democracy. Democracy cannot
{be maintained without its founda-
‘(tmn: free public opinion and free
I discussion throughout the nation of
all matters affecting the stafe
within the limits set by the crim-
inal code and the common law.”
| Freedom of discussion and free-
dom of the press became part of
the British constitution only after
|a series of struggles waged n
Britain over three centuries—from
the time of the invention of the
printing press, down to the time
when the constitution took its
present form, an executive ve-
sponsible to a Parliament possess-
ing unlimited powers but, in turn.
dependent on the free vote of all
| citizens.
Before freedom of the press be-
|came established the press had to
contend with three different forms
of restriction.

First there was control over-
printing. When the printing press
came to FEngland the authorities
were afraid of the consequences

which might result from the pub- |

lic learning too much from the
new medium of passing informa-
tion from man to man. Printers
were licensed by the government.
A printer who printed things the
government did not like could lose
his licence.

MILTON'S PROTEST

It was against this system that
the poet John Milton wrote his
lrlassu- protest,  “Areopagitica’.
|Said Milton: “Give me liberty to
know. to utter and to argue freely
laccording to conscience, above all
'other liberties.”

Milton's protests were ineffective
at the time. The British licensing

was for the right of the press to
information on public affairs. spe-
|cifically the right to report de-
bates in Parliament. Parliament at
first did not take kindly to letting
reporters tell the world what was
said within its walls. Parliament
itself was engaged in a struggle
with the king and didn't want the

laws were not allowed to lapse
until 1692, long after his death.
Another phase of the struggle

f The Press

Flaherty
Canadian Press

the revolution,

“The prominent role of the news-

That act says Canada shall have |

.
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SUNRISE ON THE SNOW
The world outdoors is now a holy

pla

ce,
Enfolded round and round with

Medically
Speaking
Herman N. Bundesen, M.D.

COMMON EYE AILMENT

Having trouble with your eyes?
Do they itch and burn and water
a great deal?

Maybe you've got, conjunctivitis,
but don't worry; this type of in-
fection will usually clear up with
in a few days to a week.

The delicate membrane that
lines the eyelids and covers the
eyeball is called the conjunctiva.
This conjunctiva may become in-
flamed as a result of infection.

There are many forms and many
causes of conjunctivitis. The in-
fection may be produced by var-
ious germs such as the pneumo-
coccus, and occasionally by germs
known as Koch-Weeks bacilli. It
can also be caused by invisible
ultraviolet rays from therapeutic
lamps, such as sun lamps, Klleg
lights or acetylene torches.

1f your eyes are irritated by
wind, sun, dust or smoke, you
might develop a case of conjunc-
tivitis. So-called snow blindness is
another form of this ailment.

Follows Colds

Conjunctivitis  also  frequently
follows ordinary colds and the
“‘catching’’ diseases of children.

If you've got it, your eyes will
water a good deal. Soon this wat-
ery discharge becomes thick. Your
eyes will itch and burn, and often
the lids will be stuck together
when you awake.

Some forms of conjunctivitis
are catching and the symptoms in
these forms are usually more sev-
ere. “Pink eyve,” for example, is
highly catching.

In the milder types, the condi-
tion usually clears wup within a
week at the most. Severe cases
may take from two to four weeks.

Place cold compresses (an ice
bag or cloth soaked in cold water
and wrung out) on your eyes for
about 10 te 15 minutes several
times a day.

Wash your eyes frequently with
a mild alkaline or boric acid so-
lution and put a small amount of
it into your eyes at bedtime.

‘Dﬁm‘"‘ if‘ the ’(}n,‘”i;""r.R‘;"‘;ll_"‘iiﬁg‘ angel wings . You shouldn't wear an eye
|was recognized in the Hrst article | 1n white. A choir of birds no| patch, but you can wear dark
lof the Bill of Rights, forbidding | longer sings glasses.

| Congress to ab”df"" frcodom _(‘1’{‘ Hosanna to the dawn. and greein| If the disorder continues for a
[the press The m“\f‘l"‘_(’“(h‘"““[ S| leaf-lace ) ) time, your doctor can give you
l(‘»\“l('“lf’"t of ‘h‘; Pf“‘:: l}i;thta\e;' Becomes a memory. There's nol| preparations of zinc sulfate. or he
‘in »|h'e af Prrp;l “z” e wr a“nl a trace might recommend use of anti-
early pall.“ the th century 10 of footmarks on the snow. but| biotic drops both day and night.
England was paralleled by an in-| only rings If you have a tendency to de-
[[ELStenCEmor rr:"fmm,‘"f the press of amber light the lamp of sun-| velop this condition, you must
““ the United States. rise flings ) : : avoid over-exposure to excessive
' PAPER TAXES ABOLISHED About this moment in a loved em-| light, dust. smoke and chemical
| brace. irritants.

| Britain became a popular democ- | QUESTION AND ANSWER

vacy only after the press was The wild wolfl V\\nd_. tired out R. W.: My child has been given
Ifreed by the abolition of the taxes from howling. lies sulfa drugs for a sore throat. Is
‘on paper. The principle of self-| At rest. .Frall silence  blooms.| {here any chance of this drué
"government for the overseas parts n nc\?(z‘:\? tgf)d'lfngwn romise damaging the kidneys?

of the Empire became established Mo \SLLIE P S Answer: If the newer sulfa

around the same time. Historically,
ithe establishment of Canada as a
free democracy and its subsequent
growth under the Parliamentary

+ | system is linked with and. in large|

| measure, due to the freeing of the
Ipress from the triple curbs of:
| 1. Government contr ol over
Iprinting:
| 2. Parliamentary control  over
| access to information on pubhc af-
| fairs:

3. Excessive and discriminatory
| taxes.
| The question now froubling many
;holicvm's in democracy is whether
!that freedom is secure or whether
lit can or should be reinforced by
‘snnw written law or rule. Those
iwho want freedom defined by a
i\\'rnten law have to face up to
| the question of whether a defini-
| tion. may noty restrict freedom
| Lord Kenyon.+an eminent Brit-
lish judge. once described the lib-
[erty of the press in England this

man may publish anything
12 of his countrymen ‘a
ury) think is not blamable. but
he ought to be punished if he pub-
lishes that which is blamable."”

1 DEBATABLE POINT

=

That statement would imply that
freedom to publish is part of ‘he
common law of England. If it 1s
that and not part of the constitu-
tion. as Mr. Justice Cannon seemed
to think, it can be changed and
restricted by act of Parliament.
| The Parliament of Canada and the
legislatures of the provinces can
land often do change the common
[law. They could do it simply vy
irlohninﬁ more things that may be
“hlamable’". telling a jury what to
find ‘‘blamable’.

If freedom of the press is part
lof the unwritten constitution
Iclearly it can't be restricted by
Parliament or a provincial legisla-
ture. So far as Canada is con-
cerned it can't even be restricted
by a change made in the British
constitution since it is laid down
that Canada shall have a constitu-
tion similar to that of the United
Kingdom—at the time of Confeder-
ation.

This view found support in at
least one official statement from
the government of Canada., At the
second General Assembly of the

bows to greet
The quiet homes
soon will rise
To talk of tasks the busy
| demand
And join the symp
ing feet.

where  people

hours

hony of hurry

the

|
I n

Bissett England,
Montreal Gazelte.

—Amy
Island Nveiiigrhbr;rs

(Sydney Post-Record)

drugs have been employed in pro-
per dosage. there is little chance
of their crystallizing and causing
kidney difficulty.

Ability To Survive

(Montreal Gazetle)

Only one American corespond-
ent was permitted to attend and
report the funeral of Stalin. He was
Eddy Gilmore of the Associated
Press.

| Princess Margaret's visit in the
| British West Indies draws atten-
tion to tropical islands nearer to
|Canada than to the Mother Coun-
Itry or any other dominion of the
! Commonwealth, and closer to Nova
Scotia in terms of historical as-
sociation and sea-going commerce
as well as in geographical fact

Trinidad, where the Princess be-
gan her Caribbean cruise aboard
the royal yacht Britannia, is due
south of Cape Breton Island, as
are others of the Windward and
| Leeward group of islands where
'the yacht will take her northward
from Trinidad. They include, To-
bago, Grenada, St. Vincent, Bar-
bados, St. Lucia. Dominica, Anti-
gua, Nevis, St. Kitts, and others.
Names well known to Nova Sco-
tian traders of old.

The British  possessions  the
Queen's sister will visit describe
an arc or crescent on the map,
curving northwestward from Trini-
| dad which is near the South Amer-
|ican coast off Venezuela. They in-
clude the Windward and Leeward
Islands — part of the group called
the Lesser Antilles — marking the
dividing line between the Atlantic
Ocean and the Caribbean Sea.

Later the voyage will bring
Princes Margaret to Jamaica
which is part of the Greater Antil-
les that include Cuba.. Lastly and
most northerly in the royal visit
will come the Bahamas whose cap-
ital Nassau is within relatively
short sailing and flying distance
from Miami in Florida.

There has been discussion of
late about uniting the British West
Indies into a new self-governing
member of the British Common-
wealth, and that would mean much
rivalry as to the location of a cap-
ital. St. George's on little Grenada
has been described as most suit-

Later he reported what he had
seen and heard in greater detail,
this passage

“Th¢g speaking began. Malen-
kov. Beria and Molotov. The first
spoke in a firm, clear, well-
modulated voice.

* Beria spoke in a well-controlled
voice. A business-like tone.

““Then Molotov."

This story of 1953 has new
meaning. Molotov is now the only
one of the three orators at Stalin's
funeral who has not fallen from
grace and power. Beria was shot.
Malenkox has withdrawn in a cloud
of self-accusation.

It is all rather like what hap-
pened at the funeral of Lenin in
1924. There were seven pallpear-
ers.-Only two, Stalin and Kalinin,
died of supposedly natural causes.
The remaining four died violently.
Kamenev, Zinoviev and Bukhdrin
were executed, and Tomsky killed
himself during the purge trails. Of
the seven at Lenin's funeral there
is only one survivor. Oddly enough,
he is Molotov, the only thriving
orator fom Stalin's funeral.

Molotov's  ability to survive
state funerals has become his out-
standing characteristie.

The Age Old Story

And # came to pass, when Jesus
had ended these sayings, the peo-
ple were astonished at his doc-
trine: for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the
scribes.
to gain in trade if the B. W. I
were transferred from the pound
sterling to the Canadian dollar
area. Difficulties of exchange now
hamper trade.
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NOTES BY

We find a rather morbid com-
fort in those letters that arrive at

THE WAY

One of the scares of World W
l'l is reca&le.d‘ by the finding of‘:

our house addressed ‘'O
or “Householder.” They prove
there are at least some sucker
lists that we're not yet on. —Ham-
ilton Spectator.

Britons, yegardless who owns the
_plant they work in, belong to Brit-
ish unions; Belgians belong to Bel-
gian unions; and so on down the
line. Canadian workers are the
only ones in the world who have
no national trade union move-
ment of their own. — Fort Erie
Letter Review.

Nelson Rockfeller has a new job
as special assistant to President
Eisenhower. It must have been
someone with a streak of genius
who suggested the appointment
because Nelson Aldrich Rocker-
feller is one of the hardest working
men in Washington. His name sel-
dpm appears in society columns
simply because he has no time to
attend daily official functions. And,
the 46-year-old millionaire doesn’t
even play golf. The White House
could use many more like him. —
Sherbrooke Record.

Experience indicates that this
year's epidemic among the dogs
of Labrador differs little from
similar occurences in the past.
Modern science may be able to
pronounce accurately upon the
causes and prescribe methods of
prevention. The natives need dogs
to collect firewood and to hunt for
food. Where there are no dogs cap-
able of being formed into sled-
teams, careful check will have to
be made to ensure that the peo-
ple will not have to go without
things necessary to their simple
welfare.  The Department of Na-
tional Resources appears to be
taking the necessary steps to cope
with the situation. —St. John's
News.

Is it not time that Queen Eliza-
beth the Queen Mother should have
a little life of her own? Why do
we selfishly ask that she should
become Governor General of Can-
ada and involve herself in the ex-
acting duties which that position
entails? Let us show, rather, that
we would welcome her to come
and live as a private citizen when-
ever she wishes, and for as long
as she wishes. Let us not insist
!}m! she take up again those grind-
ing public duties which she has
glready fully performed to the sat-
isfaction of the whole Common-
wealth — Kingston Whig-Standard.

_That does it. We were just gel-
ting nicely agoing on another diet,
wha_l with waist bands shrinking
again and the cleaners not pressing
our clothes properly. For two days
nary a dessert had crossed our
lips and the bread and butter wast-
in away unwanted on the side
plate was reaching a considerable

ada and Dominion Sugar Com

Limited with a blurl')z about NKH
g!nries of eating and the folly of
diets. It winds up this way: “‘And
rpmomber the story of the guy who
finally took off a few pounds, and
a friend reported: ‘“He's not such
a big fool as he used to be . . . .
he's thinner'.""  Pass the cake

altitude. But now comes the Can-|

p bomb in the wi
of northeast Alaska, It wasw;ll(llﬁ
in working condition after 10 year's
exposure to the weaiher. The bomnnb
will go to laboratories for examin.
ation and will reside_permanently
in the air force technlcal museum
at Dayton, Ohio. Most Americans
remember the Japanese balloons
which were released in great num.
bers to float on the winds across
the Pacific to America. They were
largely made of paper, but some
proved remarkably durable and
landed in spots on American soil
as far east as Iowa and as far
south as the Mexican border. Pa-
per balloons seem fantastic wea-
pons indeed to be utilized in the
same decade as that which sees
present day guided missiles and
rocket planes. — 8t. Paul Pioneer
News

If Karl Marx, the progenitor of
Communism, were to return a few
vears or even a few months hence
hg might be hard put to recognize
his brain-child, “Das Kapital."
Thrn\ggh a century oy more, thaf
massive tome has been the bible of
the Communist world. It was in
“Das Kapital” that Lenin and the
ea.rly Bolsheviks  found the in
spiration which resulted in the
overthrow of the Czars. But, nol
long ago, some of the searching
minds in the Soviet hierarchy dip.
ped into the revered volume and
discovered a number of principles
and statements that did not coin-
cide with their own curent preach.
ments and practices. It may even
be that they were irked by Karl
Marx’'s comments on Russia it
self; which in his early days the
prophet of the Better World fre-
quently lambasted for its lack of
leadership, which, as he saw it
permitted the survival in Rumn'
pf g‘nnditinns which even the cap.
llallst‘ic world would no longer
permit. In any event, the party
heads have issued an ukase to the
Marx-Engels-Lenin-St alin Insti.
tute to prepare a revised and cor-
rected edition of the immortal
wor.ki When they get through their
revision, it's really doubtful if
Marx would recognize it. It's doubt-
ful, for that matter, #f he would
identify Russia itself as a living
semblance of the Utopia of which
he dreamed. — Chatham News
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