THE UNHAPPY WARRIOR

By PETER C. NEWMAN

There they stand, the Prime
Minister and the leader of the
Opposition, facing each other
across the green carpet of the
Commons, and the animosity
between them is so intense that
this
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absiai> ‘rom it—or walk out to
the delegates’ lounge. When the
$ an cusations started ‘o
fly. Pearson chose thef delegat-
e wnge and took off for the
West.”

Pearson's supporters deny the
charge, pointing out that cancel
lation of the PM’s tour would
have given the Nielsen charges
more weight than they thep
But even
the Liberal leader's most loyal
disciples dod’t attempt to defend
his effectiveness as a oarliam-
entarian — though they in-
irrelevant to his
performance as a Prime Mims-
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Pearson. and the equally ob- er” om the Diefenbaker ad- i " pearson scuttled off for a
vious disdain with which Pear- ministrations. round of politicking on the prair-

son reacts mark a long- stand-
ing hostility The man from
Prince Albert, particularly when
tarring the Pearson administra-
tion with the brgad brush of
scandal, frequently reduces the
Prime Minister to a quivering
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you can react to a resolution.
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day, Pearson had lo issue an
explanatory statement, which

lump of red-faced fury

The Pickersgill theory is borne

out by Pearson’'s obvious pref-
erence for conducting the na-
tion’s business way (rom Pars
liz7hent in the relative hush of
the -abinet chamber o~ bYehind
the closed doors of federal-pro-
vincial conferences In its first
18 months in office, the Pear-

son Zovernmen! convened |20
federal-provincial meetings of
various kinds more tham

were held during the entire six
years Diefenbaker was in pow-
er

The function of parliament im
this context tends to be a secon-
dary ome—it's almost as though
the Commons is being used to
ratify ‘‘treaties” negotiated by
Ottawa with the provincial pre-
miers

“A fougth level of government
has cn into the picture,”
charged Marcel Lambert, a for-
mer Conservative cabinel min-
ister, “‘because there have been
any number of federal- provin-
cial conferences at which maj-
or agreements were made which
were then presented to the
House as something binding.™

Pearson prefers the confer-
ence table to the Commons floor
for the simple reason that noth-

ing fn his ife has prepared him
to defend himself against ner.
sistent opposition badgering. Al-
though be sat om the Liberal
front benches in the St Laurent
administration for nipe years,
his glamorous portfolio and the
success he enjoyed abroad, ex-
empted him from the grubbier
aspects of partisan politicking.

His innocence was shattered
abruptly just four days after he
was named party leader. On
January 20. 1958. Pearson mov-
ed a devastatingly naive supply
motion. suggesting that the new-
ly- elected Conservative admin-
istration hand back the Govern-
ment to the Liberals without an
election. Diefenbaker’'s magnit-
icently effective mangling
this Liberal amendment was a
searing experience, which still

colors Pearson's attitude to-
wards both the Commons and
John Diefenbaker.

When the great flag debate
finally ended with closure on De-
cember 14, 1964, Pearson deliv-
ered at the late parliamentary
sitting that day, the best
speech of his career. Diefenbak-
er, on the other band, his crus-
ade for the Red Ensign ignom-
iniously defeated, sat humbled
in his seat, so torn by fury that '

ot ing up for this spring will al- from boats and planes.
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Seildom have there been two
more different personalities -at
the summit of Canadian politics.
John Diefenbaker is an outsid-
er, a man of the people who has
spent a harsh lifetime fending
of! the gloved hand of the Can-
adian establishment; a man
who never managed to effectiv-
ely éxercise power although he
held office with the largest ma-
jority in the nation's history.

Lester Pearson is an insider,
a man who became the darling
of the diplomatic set and never

national influence. Visiting dip-
lomats would pay formal re-
spects to Diefenbaker, then dis-
greetly shuffle over to Mike
Pearson's office for advice om
the real issues.
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