HASZARD’'S GAZE/

['TE, NOVEMB

TABLE-FORKS, HISIORICALLY HANDLE
(From Chambers’s Journal.)
#-Lonsknven a custom in all thoso Ttalian elties
and towns through the which I pussed, that is
not used in any other country that | saw in
travels, neither do [ think ihat any other v
tion of Christendom doth use it, but only Italy.
Bo writes the 6ld English traveller “Thomias
Coryate, in that bovk of hu, quaintly entided
Cruditics, and published in the year of grace
1611+ In 1608, Thomas has been travel
through France, Italy, Switzerland, and pars
of Geruany ; and in” his Crudities appear the
results of tho tour. But what is the unique
which Thomas has ‘obscrved in Itily. and to
& knowledgs of which be introduces his British
countrywen in the said year of grace 16117
1t is neither more nor less than the use of
forks at tahle. Thomas Coryate is struck, and
amused withal, by the obscrvance in Italy of a
custom which Lo believes—and he is an experi-
enced traveller—not Christendom at large can
olsewhere shew an excmple of.  Hear him de-
tail the prandial phenomenon : *The Ttaliar,
and also wost strangers that are commorant in
Ttaly, do aiways at Cheir meals use a little fork
when they cat their meat. For while with their
kuife, which they hold in one hand, they cut,
the meat out of the dish, they fasten their fork,
which they hold in their other hand, upon the
eame dish; so that whatsoever he bo tha at, sit.
ting in the company of auy others at meal,
should unavisedly touch the dish of meat with
his fingers from which all at the tuble do cut.
he will give vecasion of offence unto the com-
pany, us having transgressed the laws ol good-
wanners, insomuch that for his error he shali
bo at least hrowbeaten, if not reprobended on

: 5

Meereroft, The laudable vse of forks.
Brought inio custom here as they are in Mtaly,
Lo the sparing of napkins,d&ee.

Beckmann, to whom we owe ourinfor mation
on this as on k0 many other watters, in the
History of Inventions, after remurk
France, at the close of the sixte
forks even at court wero entirely t
they had not found their way into Sweden, adds
“But it must appear strango enough that Uo- ||
was Coryate, the traveller, should see forks for
the first time in Italy, and in tho same year Lo
the first person to use them in l-,nglnnd—rrun
which circumstance he was facetiously nick-
vamed Furcifer.” InJtaly itself, we aro told,
the use of forks was first known about the end
of the fifteenth century ; that is ¢o say, during
the latter years of Lorenzo d» Medici and i
brillant ussociates, while Charles \lll
king of France, and the first of the Tuth-n
reigned prosperously in England. A certain
Ttalian, Galcotus Martius by name, who resided
at the court of Hlungary in the reigo of Matt
Corvinus (1458 —1490 2. v.),
oirs of that turbulent prinee, thatat llnl
periud, forks were not used at table—as they
l!rcn were in mrny parts of Italy—bat at meals
h person laid hold of the weat withs his fin-

whence ensued an unpleasing assimi
id fingers, to the culuur of the duck’s-
uch saffion then put
o writer praises Mat-

5

ger:
of the
fuoc, on account of |ho
into sauces and soup.’

thias Corvinus
‘enting without a fork, yet keeping up the table-
talk meanwhile, and never smearing his
clothes.”

Attempts have made to shew that the ancients
mnu bave lnuwn und used tabie-forks, or some-

H »nmll

eif for lis kiugly knack of

marks, can searcely be underst same
ironical sen:e us one to be found in the writings

r instructor in _convivial gallantry,
advizes that, in Lelping pigeons, the legs |
adies, in m-.h-r\
of displa

ul pinions should bo given t
w

ord theta an opportunit
r white and taper fingers in_picki
bones. ¢ The ecaution with which the

Tatin poct coneludes. wakes it plain that the
fingers were used in bis time not from choice, |
but from necessity. *

Even ufter Master Thomas Coryate Ladintro-|
duced table-forks amongst us, they must have /i
worked their way very slowly into general use.
They were still an ohject of waggery in 1647,
when John Fletcher’s Queen of C 'mlA was
| published, where the T'utor says, for instance :

Your T beard is the fashion,

And twofold doth ey,
As fall as your fork-carving traveller

lIu:

Five years later—namely, in 1652,
lowirg more than forty years for Coyrate’s

Lo compa-
¥ mg«flhcllunw‘ he
'u..~, are mueh given unto their bellies, and
eat thrice a day, but then not immoderately ;
drink their drmk hot, and eat their meat \»uh
two sticks of ivory, ebony, the like, n
touching their meat with “their h.mh at nll
and therefore 1o great foulers of
use of silver forks with us, by some of our
gallants taken up of late, eame from
ly, and thence into England.’
ation of that* great fuct,’

Heylin's deri our

ver-fork school, from the chopetick system of
the Celestial Empire, may be rejected ‘without
wuch seruple ; but bis evidence to the tardy

advance of ks as a national i

words.  This form of feeding,
gnernlly used iu all places of Ttaly ; their Torke

ing, for the most part, made of iron or steel,
and some of silver, but those are used

only
by gentlemen?  Honest Thomas Coryate v

thil

nml Orl~al( and ln!m nouns-substantive aro

adduced, to prove the point. Doos not the Greek

word Kreagra mean u fork '—wo are asked.

Dm-- not Athenweus (author of those amusing
)—do not he, and Pollux, and Capell,

]
quite taken with-this
& curiosity 1t was to him to -'] intents and pur-
pores—and ue w curiosity lo put it down

lack and white for the amusement of L rea

ers. *And the reason of this curiosity is,” ho
£0e8 0 to say, *because tho Italian cannot by
any means endure to Lave his dish touched
‘with hngur-, uomg all men’s fingers are not
alike clean.” Very right, too, thought Thon;
So, when e got back again to the White Clifls,
and was set down before the roast-beef of Old
England, in that sel-same year of grace 1608,
forthwith be resolved to naturalise |h|l. Liilian
exotic, by planting it on his own tabl nd he
did s0. Aud men saw,and marvelled ; some
thougat i gt it a goud idea, and othiors voted bim
an allee

Suapper up of unconsidered trifles ;

and all, with one consent, ail Enr,lnnd over,
called hi Fureifir for his puivs. Furcifer, the
vk bearer ; such was the fumous ‘style’
Coryate, the first man who
rk in Great Bei
Wo can faucy tho Latin sobriquet, w
why and whereforo, wishtly relished by K
James, paraking without fork, whether iron
( bi al repast, and eracking
J at the ex
3, und to the d lectation,
s in duty hound, of bis majesty’s faithful and

o
forkless guests. Records of royal fare, during | J

that illuswious reigu,are existing in abundance;
aud wo ure to sujpore the monarch and his
fricnds in every iustance without table-forks,
disposing with a good-will now of venison
paty, now of Paris wuon, of ‘rost d,
wholl,” or of *boyled earpe, Iult' ina trice,
agamn ol elines ol salmon, broled o rostuut
ton with oystars,” or ¢ swe roude ,m. ormar-
1od smcits,” or “Sowssed pigs ;” then luunch
into an ocean of sweets ml gqudm. m the
shapo of qui
n8ke, Orug
amid much smacking of hlsnndc
aad-no, no’ forks. V
Josty leaning back n s ¢
outyas some courtier, of sativical temper wu
literary taste, proceeds to quate the finale of
Thoma's Coryate’s chapter on forks as f o
“Hlereupon | mysell t
Ttalian fuskion” by tl;
notonly v
piany, dnd o
home, Vei

@ l was

ot

once quipped for that freq

ork by certain learnod

Lof mine, one M

y who i his werry

doubted 1ot 1o call_me at tablo
 using i fork ut feo
i

Lu
Hamone
cifer, onl,
" Thomas enro.
.\s l...mn

#0 was Furcifer Thomas,
and e wern bis fiest disciplos, fareiforous and |
Lo deviied as fwical mhs i books and |
Your fork carving travellor’ in |
od in Beaumont and Fleteher ; and ||
ity in Bon Jonson, thus complaing to
g0 and Gitshead
Mo 1 dosesved ¢
My paine
Guikens,

% from yon two ? for all
ourt, 1o get
For what 7
ft. \ipou my project of the forks.
blulﬂt. FNLI' Wit Lo they ?

8. |ancestors

& But Tt lord's

all |8 idence of such usago raust huve he

un uu\hr.»llu, as n mere""

I @

|6

mv:nuun kreagra amnng hlchcn um ils ? That

may bo; as o lurgo flaf-hook. for the
o0k to use in_ bauling uln P S
meat from the pot; not at all as a table-fork,
for civilized creatures to use in effecting the
transit of food from yluvo to mouth. 1t was
“from hand to mouth,” very literally, that our
i und lived. So, again, the Latin
words fur lla, and othcrs, may be trans-
lated forks, i you plelu but then itis to the
class of hay-forks, tridents, &e., not of table-
forks, that they und their Kind belong. Let it
be borne in_ mind, however, that the foad put
upon the table of the ancients was considerably
more - tender’ than what now-a days vexes our
digestion.  Furthermore, that all articles of
food were cut into tiny bits before they were

sorved up, which was the miore necessary, as

couches, in a posture that would not leavo both
hands at liberty. ¢ For cut t, persons
of rank kept in’ their houses a carver, who hod
learned to perform his duty according to certzin
les. This carver, Bikwand adds, used o
—tho only one placed on the table, and
hich in the mansions of the yich had an ivory
handle, and was commonnly ornamented with
silve read was broken, never cut—heing
baked in thin cakes, liko the Jews' passover
bread, or the oat-meal cakes of North Bri
venal, it is remarked, when he wishes
be stale dried old broad, passed off by
churlish host on his ¢ poor relations,” while his
grander visitors are regiled on the baker's
west, finest, best—does not say i
not be cuz, but that it could not be broken :
.1. als your stiat
d as Miat;
« cannot bite
how fine, how wh

0

Mark with what scorn l)ml ..(Iu

!‘uz th

s a digression from forks

veyed us Biornstabl |

out by inves
and Baruff, s
although a silver two-, muvl'-l fork was I'nmul
among rubbish in the Appian W

re discovered by €
ruins of a Roman town in Chawpa
Lv pronounces tahl h--huL-. (nu‘ the age and

o
cating a meal
3 disgust—and tat no
which, with tho Jeust
referred to the use of ¢!

n the literaturo of eithel
with ra.

,‘mun.nz thein excite
phritso or o
‘l.lnu»l’ ility,

urs anywhero
o « mw. ds,

occurred, sinee so
celebrated by the
writers ; and that
en alluded
and conipe
of articles neces

3
‘.uh'!llo umlnl not bave
mavy entertainments are

pocts, or detoiled by other
ast they must have
X, in the very minute
mx..L wue whieh bo has g
sary fur the table.

There is, on the othor hand, o well- Iumvu-
couplet in Ovid's Art of Love, in whieh the poet,
addressing a lady, layx downa rulo us to the
te mannee of picking ber food with her
which precept,s m critie re-

:ho guests did not sit at tablo, but reclined on |

hunted | ¥

» mnl who liv

is valid and significant. To our illustions of |
the infancy of their career, drawn from our
own literature, let us add two others, in prose
and verse respectively. Fynes Morison, in his
Linerary (1617), when relating the bargain ho
made with the waster of the vessel which was to
vonwyhun from Venice to Constantinople, eays,
it d diet, serving each man with
hul‘e, I spoon, and a fork." Forks must
have been, and indeed were, in general acoopt-
ance among tho eivilised people of Italy by and |
before this period. The poetical fragment
referred to will be found in the fourth et of
Bea John Voi olpone, whero Sir Politick
Would-be gives advice to Peregrine of & kind
confirmatory of the ng remark :
Then must you learn ¢
And ba ur for at meals,
s (these ar

oreg

ain mattess

The knight lias met bia friend in a strect *in
the height of Venice,” und sces fit, himself an
aveller, to set Jown * rome fow particu-

. it to bo known of your crude traveller,”
i inent a place is due to the
ver fork at meals,” as the
»s of Queen Anne's time ascribo to

Tho nice eonduet of aelouded eane.

Tong considcred a * sup
were furh'dd\-n in common with other pompa
m) to the ‘pride of life," in

religions louses.
they were m|l
“And ev

1 from the old Ga
no person would any longer eat without fo
1indlords were ob! 8 d m I‘u nish these
with pls Wi
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old (-\ul« [y
d by the modern €
vrites Dr. Johnson, in e e urney

o lhr Western_Islands of 8 otland, * the |
his knifs as a com, 1 to bis|
and \'luu the company sat|
ren who bad knives cut the
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For we doult
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W thoughts of m

to that proposition, the|
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of the surs,

with the

[Tho lato Lie

R. Ainsli
author of a work '
1

ot
Dar
glish relations n
used in England for was
used to cause some mes

o8

ment with an seeount

ur'd courtier,
m
[}
which is ll-

i
ol o amblo uto, notleo-—eglin, n bia

nr the puzzlement of the native gentry about o
scap-digh, which sowe thought most |-n.lm).1
a thing for muking tea.— y
“ Once there was a rich farmer Oona
try? (ihat is the way in which all uldl shioneqd
Sacion waad 1o Do hen we were a boy, & gq

our old cap was new”)—once there was a piej
Lad four or five orchards o angie
and

farmer who
pears. pesche
ud

other  like

er-:
a clusg nature, and did impart but lile
ubstance to his friends and
He would
in_the mellow gy
luscious fruits, but seldoy
ery_pusser-by who
us treasures,
Jack-Knife, cut fiom 5
yed peach, or apple, or pear, or aprieot,
ke gt and put them in 4 bisker by
hat nothing might 1
Now there was a plan formed by five ur six o
his neighbuurs” sons, whereby. to weke him_moro
ous 1o others of the frui ful buunue. of
I\nluw wherewiih he had been blessed

walk about with his

tumn time, picking b

would he offer any to the
I

road. ? P
emlv wrangling oncerning £ome question then
issue between them.

+ Well, let us leave it 10 MrB—," sajd
onet*s he knows, because he has been a lawyer;
d wan, and a man who understands

i
ik Auued"' said they all; ** we will leav
Mr.
9 Wh-l iy n in dispute?”’ asked Mr.
B—. a8 he spprosced the corner of ihe fence
which led alung the rvad
" said the head waz of the party;
proper o u)—wuld it be proper 1o say,
—would it b proper
for you, supposing & c.u, 10 say to ail of us,

I

© Will' you take a fow apples and pearst’
SI.-- ldn't the quest: 10 be grammatical, rather
il ye take

fi
M

catey
aly simple. ¢ You' is
A 1V Tpdd (ke TN T Ay oL ot AR ENRL
Panl: * Ye men end brethren,? etc. Oh, yes, it's
a plain ease. 1 should, of couree, ack your
question i this way:*Will ye take somo pears,
apples, and apricots, gentemen? That would

e—

Kot before he could get another word out, they
all replied.

Centainly, Mr. B v, and much

u_besides 1 am very fond of

o (ruit s0 much us

of all fruit that grows on  tree " And each man
inmped over the fence and * helped
7 Leen invited 1 do 20 in a court,

of the fore,
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hn ' uh» na
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