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not sufficient to indace the proprietors to come to an
uitable arrangement with the tenantry; and he
regrets, from the slow profrm made, that there is sa,
much reason to doubt willingness of the proprietors
to come to such equitable arrangement. On this point
Lord John Russell is of the same opinion with me.
&onrb&o‘ more than an equitable settlement for
tenantry; but I was always of opinion, and am so
stifl, that an equitable settlement, such as the people
~could accept, will never be agreed to by the proprietors,
who form a majority in the Councils, until the lands are
vested in the Crown by Escheat. The Bill of last
Session provided that thie tenantry were to have a_free-
hold, on payment of from two shillings to six shillings
racre; and this sum was fo be paid info the Colonial
%‘m , for the public service; but if the proprietors
wereto receive it, to withdraw such-an amount from
the Colony, we would be left without a revenue; the
desive of the people to collect money and be free from
rietors would be such that there would scarcely
be a sixpence left in circulation, or any dutiable articles
~consumeds and, consequeatly, there would ‘be neither
pevenue or public improvements—there would scarcely
“be a bridge or even a-road in less thao five years.

The second objection to the propesition contained in
my leteer is, because the Crown _and the Colony have

! to a tax on wild lands. You will recollect that

e tax was passed during the confinement of three
of the members for King's County. Those who
carried that measure must have known that the forfeited

lands would have been revested in the Crown if they
had not prevented it; but by this measare they, mmf,nd
of seeking the rights of the Colony, were persuading
the people that the lands could unot be escheated, and,
to fulfil their prediction, passed an Act for a Land Tax,
not only to prevent the settlement of the people, but to
deceive ministers, who were desirous that the question
should be settled—for you see in the Despatch that
Lord Jobn Russell is quite disappointed that the tax had
not produced the desired effect, of making the landlords
come 1o an equitable arrangement with the tenantry.
[ cannot see that any person was so ignorant as to
Lelieve that that tax would have any influence whatever
to induce the landlords to come to any equitable arrange-
ment; but, on the contrary, that it was to give them
another plea to colleet money to pay the tax by harassing
the tenantry, as they are now doing, with distraints,
writs, and ejectments.

Three proposals for the settlement of the land (E”
tion have presented themselves at the (?olnmal Office,
beside that contained in my letter. First, an appli-
cation for the establishment of a Court of Escheat.
Secondly, the Crown to purchase the land from the
Emprimm, at the expense of £200,000. Thirdly, a

eavy penal tax on wilderness land. Before we examine
these proposals, it is necessary that we find out where
they came from. It was not’ from me, as T presented
only the first; it could not Irave been from the inhabi-
taots, or, in all probability, I shonld have heard some-
thing ofit. It could net have been from the lesser
proprietors, for they are blamed by ministers for with-
drawing themselves from the Legislature of Messrs.
Cunard and Young; and it could not have been from
these personages themselves, as itappears they presented
an Act of quite a different deseription; and it is sur-
prising, that instead of recommending their Act so
strongly, Lord John bad not given it the Royal Assent!!
80, as the three last propositions have not been made by
any of the parties named, there is every probability that
they were sent home in the conﬁdeminlyBe-pmch of the
th May. It appears to me that the Court of Escheat
sought for by that proposition would place the settle-
ment and unsettlement of the people under the control
of the Governor and Council; they would have itin
their power to settle and unsettle whom they chose;
and, having the land at their disposal, to increase their
inflaence by patronage, might play a second Sir Francis
Head! hen we see that the men composing that
body have always opposed an Escheat that would settle
the people; that any body so constituted, who act in
secret, and who are not responsible, either to the Crown
or the people, but are desirous of assuming great powers
and patronage, we ought to pause and enquire whether
it would produce evil or good; yet we may be safe in
u{i.? is much, that if the émarnor and Council
asked for the establishment of a Court of Escheal. it is
a proof that it can be frnnted, for certainly the Gover-
nor and Council would not ask for what could not be
granted.

T'he next proposal, that of purchasing the proprietors’
interest in the soil, is better understood from the ob-
jections made, than from the proposal itself. It appears
that Lord John Russell sees no reason to dissent to the
scheme, orovided he was assured that the proprietors
woitld be willing to accept the offer, and that the Colony
would secure the 1eturn of the money advanced. The
British Government would no doubt say that they had
done a great deal for s in providing Officers with suit-
able salaries to adminisier the Government, and to
afford us justice and protection—and yet Lord John
Russell, in desiring that an equitable arrangement
should be made with the tenantry, admits, that hitherto
they have been inequitably dealt with ; and our Govern-
ment, who ought to do us justice, proposes that we should
pay £200,000 for our rights—not that we bave gold in
our possession, as a temptation to entice an enemy ; but
ave are to borrow the money, and, no doubt, have to
stake our labour for the payment!! Ifa foreign enemy,
upon whom we had no cnim for either justice or mercy,
were to demand such a ransom, what would the men
say who made such proposals? But Iam given to un-
derstand that the people are tired of agitation, and
desire that some arrangement should be made, that
hereafter they may live in peace; but I hope they will
mot act as they have done formerly, to promise, through
intimidation, what they can never pay.

The nextand last proposition is, that for imposing a
heavy penal Tax on wilderness land. I cannot see thatthis
“Tax would produce the desired effect of making the pro-
prietors come to an equitable arrangement with the
tenantry, unless coupled with some act of settlement.
If the people are inclined to borrow money to purchase
the proprietors’ interest in the land, even at half the
grico proposed, then 1 think a tax of ten shillings per

undred acres, on all land, would be serviceable. I am
aware I am treading on dangerous ground, to propose
taxation ; but I beg you will hear me with patience,
and 1think I can make it appear that such a tax would
e for the benefit of the Island generally. - If we were
‘to pass an act of settlement for tga people, and to pur-
«chase the proprietors’ interest in the land, and at the
same time to impose a tax of ten shillings per hundred
acres upon all land, whether held of the Crown or of
the rvpneton, this would induce proprietors to accept
of the proposal. It wonld prevent parsons monopo-
lizing large tracts in the prospect of its value bein
-enhanced by the labour of adjuining settlers. It woul
reduce the price of wilderness land to persons who intend-
«ed to purchase for the purpose of settlement and cultiva-
tion; the tax would go a considerable way to reimburse the
Government for the purchase of the proprietors’ interest; it
wounld prevent the sale of large tracts £ru small amount,
‘which would otherwise have to be sold for money to
reimburse the Government; and even if this were to be
continued, after the land debt was discharged, instead of
an ad-valorem duty on fof»d-, it would benefit the peo-
ple. This tax upon land would induce people to cul-
tivate and make the best ute of the land; and while it
would reduce the price of wild lands, to persons who
intended to settle gpon and cultivate them, it would
redues the price of goods, and make trade more free.

In another of the Despatoh, Lord John Russell
says—~*‘I had hoped, from a statement contained in a
Jetter, which has been lately received from an extensive
proprietor, Mr. Cunard, that the proprietary bod
generally participated in the desire felt by that gentle-
man himself, to meet the wishes of the government ;"
therefore we are given to understand that the wishes
of the Government are contained in that unreasonable

lan proposed by Mr. Young to Lord Glenelg. Lord
gohn Russell has said, that an equitable arrangement
should be made with the tenantry—Mr. Young's pro-
c:lllp to confirm eyery species of extortion that has
gpmuood Lord John Russell has expressed hig

l doubts,

y | settle that

as 1o whether the Colony °‘:‘,ﬂir that wer'%

sum of two hundred thousand ml::i' ot i e

d to purchase the proprie ere oy
rw'da-lfid'n Yon':x“g's plan goesto withdraw a mlllloni:nthi.

: uce, from the colony;
l:l'l? l:o:;:n;o’v:: vealised, another million and a baif

would be required for Writs of Attorney,hejee(mtherzt:::
mortgages,and Jaw expenses. I am aware;]l ;t” s
nota million and a hal ?f;culs ll:l l:::l::l:': t;vousbillin‘!,
hat a great portion of the la

land omss shilling and sixpence per acre, and soT:satt:
rent risirg to five shillings per acre. lamat a i
account for the recommendation of Mr. Young’s plan;

but the rest of the despatch will warrant the belief,. that

: ear-
the Ministers and the Colonial Government are in
nest, that some equitable plan of settlement fornlhe
tenantry should be adopted, and we may rest ass ble
that when Lord John Russell recon:imended n: fgu:i';ubt
arrangement with the tenantry, and expressed his

that the Colony could not refand £200,000, if ‘d";c"d
for us to purchase the proprietors’ interest, he could nor
suppose that Mr. Young's pmposall went to |mposeh.ﬂ
far greater burthen. Lord John has gxpressed s
doubts as to the willingness of the_ proprietors to part
with their land at the stipulated price, but he could uodt
doubt the willingness of Mr. Cunard, who had expresse
his earnest desire to meet the wishes of the Govern-
ment; and if the people try tocome to an equ!lnble
arrangement with the proprietors, and fail in their en-
deavours, they stand in a much better situation, with
this despatch in their favour, than they did formerly,
having now the law and the ministry on their side.
Whatever promises or indulgences the proprietors may
have had from Ministers heretofore, the Mml‘slers eould
not set aside the Order in Council, nor the Grants after
they were passed, without a due course of law ; there-
fore, as Ministers could not set aside Orders in Couneil
to pass grants, after the grants were made, nor the Grants
after they were passed, without a due course of law, they
could not set aside any part thercof without using the
same means as they would have, to do to set fmde the
conditions of the grants. The” Grantees are still bound,
by the grants to the Crown, as trustees for the people to
perform certain conditions, and to regard certain reser-
vations. . But through the delay or neglect of the Crown
Officers to enforce the performance of lhone_ conditions,
and to preserve the reservations, the proprietors have,
without any law authority, and contrary to the condi-
tions of their grants, imposed conditions on Britich
subjects far more impracticable and ofpressive than any
conditions contained in the grants; nnd.ns we are the
parties injured, instead of fruitlessly sceking new laws
or new institutions from Ministers, we ought to seek
redress by the laws through the Courts instituted in the
Island ; and if they refuse a Trial, or decide lll.al the
tenants shall perform their conditions to the proprietors,
and that the proprietors are released from the perform-
ance of their conditions to the Crown, as trustees for
the people, then, in that case, we must carry our snils
to the Courts in England, and lay our complaints against
our Courts in the Island before Parliament. [ would
therefore recommend to you to contribute the means for
that purpose. If you collect money to procure men of
character and ability to plead your cause—and, to shew
that I am in earnest, for every nine pounds that you
contribute, I will add one to make it ten: and at this
rate T will go as far as fifty pounds; and as soon as you
appoint a Committee to receive the money and con-
dact the proceedings, I will place twenty pounds in
their hands, as a commencement, to be used. I can
also inform you that our grievances can be brought
before Parliament, without any further delegation
or expence.—A member of Parliament, to whom 1
applied, and submitted the whole documents, went
through them with a research and scrutiny surpnssing
my expectation ; and when he became acquainted wit
the subject, he was of opinion that we ought to havea
trial in the Island, and if it went against us, we would
have a much better case to bring before Parliament.

“I have likewise to inform you, on good authority, that
the Grants which have been made contrary to the
Order in Council, that is, grants that do not contain the
Reserves for a free Fishery, are illegal! These are all
I can recollect at present, which I consider necessary for
your information’; and I say to you now, as I said for-
merly, your future welfare depends on yonr moderation
and firmness; and if you allow those who have been
served with writs and distraints to be ruined for the
want of the means to employ trustworthy men to plead
their cause, it will come to your turn next to be served
in like manner.

Mr. Tnomson said—After having given the
question of Escheat, and the settlement of the
Colony, every consideration in my power, I
deemed it to be my duty to submit to the Lieun-
tenant Governor a scheme for the purchase of
the right of the proprietors in the soil, similar to
that referred to by Lord John Russell, in the
Despatch now under consideration: I must
therefore avow myself to you as (if not the author
or agitator of the scheme), at least, the advocate
of such a measure: and why?—because the
grantees, their heirs and assigns, have held 50
or 61 years possession, partly by virtue of their
grants, and mostly by virtue of indulgences.
Now, who amongst us would not complain of a
government that would allow us as grantees, heirs
or purchasers, to be dispossessed of our pro-
perty, after such a lapse of years, and when law
after law, on almost every page of the Statute
Book, had been allowed to be passed, condirm-
ing-our titles, either directly or indirectly 7 I
say, every one of us would complain. Govern-
ment, no doubt, thought they acted justly, ‘wisely,
and for the public good—time has, however,
shewn the contrary, and discovered the great
error they committed, by allowing the over-
reaching and cunning proprietors to deceive
them, whereby they have entailed on this Colony
the great evils complained of—and as it is a
principle of law (I think), that no person can
take advantage of his own acte, so neither could
the Government. The only way then appeared
to me to be, the one generally resorted to by
md!nduals, and. by Government, too, to settle
a difference which' cannot otherwise be disposed
of—that is, by money, which is taken to be
an equivalent for a wrong, and the purchaser
of a right. Now, you have wrongs, long and
justly complained of, and the proprietors rights,
long asserted. _ Legislatures are for settling such
n}at}t‘er's and differences as are beyond the power
of the lower Courts to adjust.” Let, therefore, a
law be passed, securing to the Crown, on the
Land and the Revenue of the Colony, the repay-
"l‘xem of _the amount _that may be adjudged to
t % proprietors—this will remove one objection,
and the greatest one, to the scheme. The
second objection is—that the proprietors *“ might

be unwilling to dispose of their land
terms.”  Lord Johnposkusgell can, howsev(::' t::os:
! point, as he has done parallel affairs,
Besides, the public interest, the peace and pros-
perity of the Colony, and the wrongs of the
many, demand an immediate settlement of this
question. The Escheat of the land would
ly place them in the hands of the irresponsible
advisers of Government, who would take care

mere-

of themselves and their friends first. Your

d refund the|share would be 48

&

- ; i as the value of your
fouch iz 012 e l'l&'l"wllxi"nol be great gainers
‘places,hl: tl:n.:asyl:’rli‘wo"l"axatiou, penal taxation,
Y ooyl hat can be justified as a last
is only 4 measure that can e justiied as
lrse;)rty;--gnndifwill not relieve YY"""‘B" n;)tt lf::l{
08 shilling Ofl"hfe bagkasreroma‘gree‘i)ngnwith or
or relief; an ;
ua ?nttrh:l:ef proprietors—never for once thmkl;)f
!n)t‘yc:mend with them to. the last, and inaf:{
e b Jou, TSR 0o gl
ing, rather than s

:z‘dhltr;)%n made hereditary bondsmen. gf .the{
possess rights, they have been acquired by yolu
being wronged, so that a conventional sett e;
ment of the question becomes a measure 0
justice as well as of state policy. My advice,
therefore, is, to call upon your Representatives
to pass a Bill to purchase their rights, by remq;
neration—some of the proprietors will, T fee
assured, at once consent.. To pontend agam_st
them, on any other principle will, I fear, end in
disappointment. Were the land revested in the
Crown, on the principle of remuneration to the
proprietors, the settlement of the inhabitants,
and ‘the future disposal of the lands would be
under tie control of the Legislature; and  who
would you trust to obtain your rights in this case
sooner than your Representatives? I say to you
again, advise your Representatives to pass such
a Bill, which I hope will pass iuto a Law, and T
hesitate not to say, peace and prosperity will
soon be the portion of P. E. Island.

Mr. Le Lacueur felt pleasure in observing
that so many had attended, notwithstanding the
bad state of the travelling and the want of
sufficient notice, and he was happy to see so
many of his constituents amongst them. He said
that "the Despatch was sufficiently commented
apon by the gentlemen who had spoken, to
require any further explanation from him. He
was sorry to remark, that a number of distraints
had lately been made for rent, and some cases
were to come on in the Supreme Court at
Charlottetown at the next sitting, He recom-
mended highly the appointment of a Committee
to watch over the proceedings, and receive con-
tributions to defray law expenses. And should
it be thought advisable to come to any arrange-
ment with the proprietors, let it be made through
the Legislature, and they might rely that their
Representatives, when in Session, would do
their duty and protect their interests.

Mr. Macinrosu was happy to find that a
desire prevailed to appoint such a Committee,
and entered at some length on the utility of the
measure, and fpcommended that they be ap-
pointed from @ e different Districts; and he
hoped that th@ would be liberal in their sub-
scriptions; at all events, there was likely to be
a good example set for them to go by. g

Several other gentlemen addressed the meet-
ing ; after which, the following Resolutions were
severally proposed, and passed unanimously :

‘Moved by David Johnson, seconded by
Charles Sanderson, jun.— ;

1, Whereas the fraudulent and oppressive transactions
of the Proprietors have been represented to Her Ma-
jesty’s Government, and, in consequence of such
representations, the Secretary of State for the Colonies
having recommended to the Proprietors to come to an
equitable arrangement with the Tenantry— Therefore,
Resolved, That the people cannot with safety make any
arrangement or agreement with men who have repeated-
ly deceived them, and that therefore the people will not
trust to or depend upon any terms or promises of the
Proprietors, unless such offer or terms be made to the

Representatives of the people, in General Assembly,and
passed intoa Law.

Moved by James Douglas, seconded by Mr.
Benjamin Clow :— )

2. Whereas it has been repeatedly published, and
sufficiently made known, that the Grants of this Island
were made subject to conditions which have not been
performed, and réservations which have not been pre-
served ; and through the neglect or delay of the Crown
Officers to enforce the performance of the conditions
and preserve the reservations for the Fisheries the
Grantees have been enabled and encouraged to retain
the Lands, together with the Fishery Reserves, with-
out the performance of any conditions on their art
and to imposc impracticable conditions upon Br{)lish’
subjects, who have improved the Land, so as to have
the lands of the Colony and the labour of the inhabitants
without any trouble or expence, contrary to the inten-
tions ofthe Original Grants; and whereas the inhabitants
having been led to believe that the Laws and the
Government were just and cquitable, have applied to
’b[?l:lx:t iv:i)l:(:m the dzsl(ried eﬁ'ect—Thercfor'e, Rgsolved,

® recommended to the Representatives of {l
people, in General Assembly, to instity iy
;n;(:v lh(:i roceedings and decisions of t(l?em()lolurz-(ll:l?f
g‘ran!:;:ave %l::,ypc'.ﬂe?fﬁ: \il:']};::r;‘lhe proprietors of the

’ al a
report the state of the Colony to ltﬂztarfi.‘:;s;xe?’;sl"li:::lil:?

Moved by J. W. Le L
o Mty""ow o e Lacheur, Esq., seconded
3. Resolved, That it is neces

gdefrny the law expenses of the Tenantry, and that a

. . 5 ’
ommittee be appointed, to receive such_subseriptions
’

d wal () € proceedin s for
and also to COllduCt an tch over th p g

And the followin
g gentleme g
:ggon;\)ted Ii(';)r I\tihat purpose :—Jlf V‘;?rfef::{l?llxyr
and Dona acdonald, Esqrs., M .
Jamin Clow, Murray Harb g+ Toh Frae
it rbour; .John Fraser,
Bay.as ; and Qharles Sanderson, Jr. St. Peter’s
Mr. Dalziel hayi
g 1aving left the C

sary to contribute money,

hair, it was taken
on motion, the
tengered to the
and good

r::/ea:ti(:‘l;\m.erv;a‘d n conducting thge bus(;:ig;
e fogt,ha ter which, three hearty cheers
o g Come Queen, and the meeting broke
N mittee retired jnto Sentiner’s
revchade, choice of Mr. Clow, as Treas ‘
- Ing subscriptions, to whom M o,
paid down £20, as 5 commencement o; the fund

Doxarp Macponawp,

were

Secretary,

Big SPring, Lot 44, Jap. 4, 1840
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—— NEW BRUNSWICK.

CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM, |
Addressed by the Licutenant Governor to the Hi
Civil Departments, and Members of the E
. Council in New Brunswick. .=~
GENTLEMEN; . ;

In communicating to you the copyofa D
patch which I have recently received from H
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of’ State for
Colonies, I avail myselfof the occasion to
to you my views of the very important chan
which, by this Despatch, is made in the ten
of your respective offices; which, meteld of |
ing held as heretofore, either ** for life,” or dq: 3
good *“ behaviour,” are henceforward made
tirely dependent upon the will of the Sovme'?.'
or that of Her Majesty’s Representative. The
principal objects of the regulations now int :
ced appear to me to be : lst. while enlarging the
powers of the Administrator of the Government,
by leaving him [free to choose his C’oynsellqrs and
Office Bearers, to, at the same time, impose
upom him a corresponding degree of increased
responsibility, as well towards the Queen’s Go-
vernment as towards the inhabitants qf the Pro-
vince over which he is appointed to preside, for the
satisfactory administration of its affairs ; and 2nd,
and above all, it has for its object to ensure for
the Governor, as far as may be possible, the most
cordial and sincere support, assistance, and_eo-
operation, in carrying out his views and policy,
and those of Her Majesty’s Government, on the
part of every individual Member of the Provin-
cial Government, whose tenure of office is now
made dependent upon him, by indentifying their
interests, (as far at least as that tenure is con-
cerned,) with that line of conduct. ;

S

g

this despatch as conferring a new, and, in my
judgment, an improved Constitution upon these
Colonies.

Gentlemen, I have no intention or desire to
require from you anything in the shape of a re-
newed pledge or engagement other than those
to which you are already bound by your re-
spective oaths of office ; but, having fraukly.ex-
plained to you my construction of this Despateh,

signify to those who may do me the honor tore- *
tain their appointments and seats, that I must
regard their doing so as a tacit intimation of |
their desire and intention to afford me their
zealous aid and co-operation, in conducting the
affairs of the Provincial Government, and that if

called upon to avow sentiments adverse to the

proceedings which it may adopt, they will at the

such a dissent from the views of the Colonial
Government, so carried out, must necessarily in-
volve.

officers possessing sufficient claims, from length

sufficient grounds, be desirous of retiring from
office _during my administration, I can orly as-
sare them that I shall be found at all times ready
and willing to bring- under the favourable notice
of Her Majesty’s Government, and. to give all -
due support to their applications for pension or
retired allowance, in fair and reasonable remu-
neration for past services, upon the principle,
however, that such pension or allowance (if ob-
tained) ‘shall cease upon any future restoration
to office, and vice versa, again revive on the dis-
cantinuance of official salary,

which I have deemed it necessary to make, in
communicating to you a Despatch, of which a
Copy, as well as of this Memorandum, will be

tary.
(Signed) J. NARVEY, Lieut. Governor.
Government-House, Fredericton, Dec. 21, 1839.

N. B. The office of ¢ Clerk of the Executive

Council” is to be added to tue list oi < :
Despatch. o tue list given in the -

THE

COLONIAL EBERALD.

SATURDAY,JANUARY 18,1840,

The “great, the important event,”
union of the two Canadas, has bee’n
upon by both Houses of
Province.

the re-
o , decided
egislature of the Upper
L The two Houses have passed Rpe[;eo-
utions approving of the main measure coupled
with such conditioas as will be found i;l our Jast
page, wherein the Resolutions of the Legislative
Council will be found at full length —the Reso-
lutions passed by the House of Assembly do not
materially differ in principle from those passed
by the Legislative Council. They go hgme im
the shape of Resolutions, accompanied by am
Address from each House, to the Imperial Payrlih
8:3;;;ogeéher w]ith the recommendation of the
or General, and will, together
tg}:ou(r}nd work of a Bill for settligng the aaﬂf;gariz“:)ef
w}e}a ]anadas. Three members of the Council
unic:) ast year voted against the measure of re-
o r;], S now proposed, this time voted for it
ich gave a favourable {urn to the measure—so-
much for the magical effect of Lord John Ras-

sell’s circular des i
; patch relative to "‘
office in the Colonies, b 0‘

—

We understand that Jg
resigned his seat in the Legial

Alt a I;leeling of the P,
nevolent Societ
day the 7th inst).',’ Told at the

the following Wwere appointed Office-

bearers for the ensuing twelve months :—.

Donald Macdonald, E :
» Eisq., President (re-
Mr. H. W. Lobban, Vice pre.(i‘:e:i'ccted).

Entertaining these views of the subject, 7 hail ~

I trust that it may only be necessary for me to

they should at any time hereafter feel themselves

policy which that Government may pursue, or
otherwise 1o oppose or obstruct the course of the

same time fully recognise the condition which

With regard to such of the present salaried

of service, and who may now or hereafter, upon

These, Gentlemen, are the only observationg

furnished to each of you by the_Provincial Secre-
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