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Canacian Soldiers In Desert
- Must Be Doctors And Diplomats

Canadian troops with the
United Nations Emergency
Force along the Egyptian-
Tsraeli border must be dip-
lomats and doctors as well
as soldiers. This account of
typical desert patrol by a
squadron commander was
written by a Canadian Press
reporter who travelled with
him.

By DAVE McINTOSH

FORT McAVITY, Sinai Desert
(CP)—In the same parched des-
ert where Moses received the
Ten Commandments, Canadian
soldiers are extending a helping
hand to the nomadic Bedouins,
spiritual _descendants of the
Prophet Mohammed.

The 120 members of the re-
connaissance squadron of Lord
Strathcona’s Horse from Cal-
gary are here to patrol 25 deso- |
late, sandy miles of the Egyp-|
tian - Israeli border for the
United Nations Emergency |j
Force.

Between patrols, carried out
by leaping jeep in windless |
heat or raging sandstorm, the

Canadians truck water for the
Bedouins, treat burns (the chil- |
dren often stumble into camp-
fires) or take the sick and un-
derfed to the Norwegian hospi-
tal at Camp Rafah, the UN's
main base in the Middle East.
On a February day, Maj. Ron
Stevenson, 3, of Calgary and
Vancouver, squadron comman-
der, made a 75-mile patrol to his
two desert outpo:
vey and Fort Mc/
his_interpreter, Al

with
in the jeep. The day was hot,
the sky clear.

Stevenson drove down a sandy
track along the ditch marking
the armistice line for the Gaza

him

Strip. The ditch fills in con-
stantly with sand and has to be
dug out. Soon he came to Fort
Harvey, the northern end of the |
Canadian patrol arca along the
main Israeli-Egyptian border.

GIVE MEDICAL HELP

Three Bedouins with horribly
swollen limbs sat in the scrub
outside the barhed wire while
& woman tended their camels.
Stevenson went out to look at
them and made arrangements
for them to be taken to hospi-

al.
“We all have a go o* diag-|

" m.-\vr,s ACTION

| Hareldin, one of the main fun-

nosis,” said Lieut
Phee of Vernon, B.C., in charge
of the 20 men at the fort.

“Eight or 10 Bedouins come
in off the desert every morning
for sick parade and we take a |
look at them. The Norwegian
doctor comes once a week, on |
Tuc~da)‘ and 40 or 30 show

of

e inia story that a cor-
poral diagnosed a woman's ail-

Terry Me- with land mines,”
son.

everything else clean. We tried louin a twoday trip by camel plowing a field of sand i 8
to put up signposts to mark the |to Rafah where the Canadians |camel
frontier.
them, split the post into four for |desert m
| table legs and used the sign for

the tabletop.”

| The
each barrel after a Canadian |cause of lack of rain.

Stevenson reached one of his
points of call, the tent of the
Intal dignitary, called the Black |
Sheik because no Canadian has |
over been able to pronounce his |
real name, |
The “shelk, who heads a tribe |
e 3,000 Bedouins, greeted |
e b y. His prob-
|lem, of course, was water. His
water barrels were leaking. A |
‘Canadlan truck which carries
the outposts fills bar- |

said Steven- rels thm the Bedouins leave by |
“The Bedouins have picked | the track. This can save a Bed- |so

The Bedouins took  have hull( a water tower for the

Sle\'nnson promised to help
p. repair the barrels, |
The frontier is marked by old | Through the interpreter, the |
il drums filled with cement. |sheik said some of the members
Canadians have named |of his tribe are starving hbeé‘
1t ha

ment as acute appendicitis. She |city or town so that, suddenly, | rained only four or five days m‘
was taken to hospital at Camp |Moncton, Sherbrooke or Moose  the last year.
The Canadians already hzd‘

Rafah. She had acute preg- |J
nancy.

Stevenson drove on, up dune
and down dune.
Hebron in Israel appeared on
the left.

“We have to keep the Bedou- |
ins

frontier,” he said. “You can see |low
indiscernible at times because
|of sand drifts,
zway. there was a similar track

where the scrub is grazed rlﬁht
|up to the 500-metre mark.
| Bedouins are selling their sheep
and goats already and there |
is going to be starvation. We\
may have to relax the 500-me- |c
tre rule if we u |
“But we have to keep N\em‘t
back from the hnmer 1f they go |
over,
|incident and we might get

“There’s been only one incl- |Stevenson had sees :lnne he h:

back 500 metres from the |broad wadi and continued to fol-

there may be a shooting |playing volleyball
in-| The track almost dl:dppvﬂrcd thing will happen all over again. |

aw pops up out of the desert.

The drums had to be filled with | proof the sheik was speaking the |tower, four weapons npits, a
cement so that the Bedouins truth. In a children’s ward back :malI“h i !b:::z:: P A l-?g?"ﬂwvg:g: \ OFFICES:
The hills of |wouldn’t make off with them as |at Rafah were three small chil- |two of the buildings, cue | e, Rolds false teot armiy ¢

water containers. dren with the matchstick legs, pit, the whole surrounded by | n'sitce’ Do ot aide aip or 1ok MEDICAL "MR“M"~ @ Charlottetown @ Summerside
bloated stomachs and wide star- |barbed wire. This is bome for | }o,Eummy, gooey, | K Corner of Pownal and  \ @ Montague @ Alberton

SAW FIRST TREE r 20 men for two weeks at a time. | acid). Does not sour. Ghy o

Stevenson climbed out of the |I1€ eves of malnutrition. The |20 tien o | a5t Doce poc v Richmond St,, Ctown N/ Agents Throughout the P;
giaononmbed - 0Vs0 face of one baby, perhaps a| The squadron had left Cal-| gdor brest s \ r-{ roughout the Province

year old, had the age of a per- gary in a snowstorm only 10 2Ll 222222202

the sandy track, almost Y62r €0,
A few yards|WOULD DIE IN DESERT
Sometimes the Canadians cry |
n the Israeli side. when a Bedouin waves them
scevenmn stopped to pay a|a stop in the desert wastes and |
ourtesy call at a Yugoslav out- | hands them a pitifully small, \
st. The Yugoslav officer in | dirty bundle of starvation,

harge had his right arm in a| Sometimes the parents don't
Jing. He said he had broken it want to fake the children back
pecause they know the same

| A little girl with legs paralysed
| by polio plays in the children’s

hen there was a tree, the

dent in the last year or so. That |left Camp Rafah. One morning |ward. She can't be taken back |

was when an

came inside for three or four |Bedouin hanged—he

miles. Whenever we see an Is- | ex
raeli patrol we follow along par- |h:
nIIoI on this side of the fron- |

5

Stevenson's jeep caught
with two others on patrol

“I wish we'd see some ac-
tion,”” said Tpr. Rene Deschene
of Charny, Que., driver of one of
the jeeps.

Twenty Canadian soldiers have
died serving with the UNEF,
They are buried in a special
section of Gaza military ceme-
tery. Arab children bring flow-
ers to Canadian visitors to the |

up

w
| th

|ing tree.

son

Israeli patrol |a Canadian patrol had found a to the desert because she woud |

htcu die.
xecuted—from the tree and it | * | guess she will be here as |
as since been called the Mhong- log 5 the OX 1. here,” haa )
A few minutes later, Steven- o Noryegian dDClDr inleliarga]

arrived aarald of Iho hospital. “We can’t pro-
b nounce her name, She has been |
well which the Canadians call yott®d "7 R (U8 §18 TO

ATk

|1t didn’t.

Stevenson roared up a sand |storm.
dune and away. In a few min-| On their first night in the |men m m uuh-: lor a lunch [he was beuu
Sinai, Tpr. Ron Mnllmn of | of ro A

Toronto and Tpr. Chug
of Calgary had to go “out Into | Alta, in. ch
R .md s men. were being tested

utes a square patch of sand
surrounded by a drooping stand |
of barbed wire was seen.

“A Bedouin told us not to
drive across it,” Stevenson said.
“He said it's his field and he's
going to plant a crop.”

Though there were a few

of goats, there was no
slgn of any crop. Latr, Steven-
son came

M\mn hllll Wl.lt l'(eld ﬂ an.bll‘.
of the Mﬂ. bottle of Danish beer. o
Suddenly, there was a sharp | engineer from Rafah, He blw

'ﬂle desert to g
explosion. A patrol reported a'them up.

doyn Jeep for e night.
of thing ahlkell
nu > you first night here,”

edouins trying to see how
clnu they could approach the
rontier without being shooed
aw

| Muligan
went out in the sand-

TROTED BY. REDOVING et 1 o o i

Munn said_ the dawn Datrol | oy’ the job and that they, o'
goes out at 5:15 am. A patrol | | et avay with anyting
& out man mad (v, Jowps. T | i+
|Jeeps carry Bren guns,

Each man makes one or two
patrols a day. Each lasts
roughly two hours and follows
the same track taken by Steven-
son along the frontier except for
side journeys to chase the

po FALSE TEETH

Rock, Slide or Slip?

- e — T -
sauadron’s offcers’ mess,in Ra-|days belore and had alvesdy |Bedouins out of the restricied Sgt. Dick Greenwood of Sar- | land mine had gone off some.
fah for tea and cake. experienced a four-day sand- | zor nia, Ont., had alreaty diaguosed | where, Sievensos dashed away
Stevensan sat down with the 30 many’ Bedoun Siments that | in his jeep but found nothing

and a wooden sick in the FOR YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS
hope that it might rain and he
could plant watermelon seeds.

L2 LLl? 3

FIIFP IR ”H" Consult
MEDICAL PHARMACY

s vou avdl HYNDMAN & CO. LTD.

hour of the day or night\ '

CALL 4-6623
for 24 hour service

Around a dune, and the fort
appeared, Fort McAvity—each
reconnaissance squadron gives
the outposts names of former
regimental commanding offi-
cers—comprises four buildings
for eating and sleeping, a watch

Insurance since 1872

Our experience of 90 years as
insurance underwriters, s at
your disposal.

IRVING

Niagara Falls, A Bedouin was i
pulling up water. Three others,

one wearing a Sam Browne belt
|over his white robe, were tend-

her our little mascot. |

The sheik asked Stevenson to |

ing three camels,
|and donkey.

|stuck twice in deep sand on
|slope Stevenson backed up and
| made it on the second try, fly-|riod of dawn-t

t
some goats of m.mg tea with the |

s | sheik during Ramadan because
ith  the Bedoune in- Atabic, |the sheik himself couldn’t take !
e jooh bocams |any. He would have tea with |
ecidcovel o0, The decpibe the sheik on his first visit after
Ramadan, the Moslem holy pe-
sunset fasting.

Stevenson exchanged greetings

cemetery, calling_“baksheesh, | The sheik was obviously de-
| baksheesh (give me a tip).” J;"iu"r“f,;r':f top of the dune like | ighted" and impressed with Ste- |
Stevenson's Jeep plunged|® SRR L\ L o uia | venson's reply. The major had

down a steep slide and a few
minutes later came to Wadi el

~:

nels for the Israell assault
across the Sinal in 1956. The

gravel landscape was pocked by
old foxholes.

h

lost fe
“The whole area is littered |know what might happen.'

SHORT OF WATER

\]eep radio to tell of his ap- |Dicked up such pointers from

the previous commander, Maj.
<mke Malone of Ottawa, who

sed to sit with the sheiks in
ﬂm meeting huts and talk
‘w)lh them by the hour, sipping
tea and eating goat's meat. The
! sheiks frequently drop in at the

“We always keep in touch,” }
e said. “We once had a patrol

for six hours. You never

| Moore & WeLeod Lu, |l

WONDERFUL

BASEMENT DEPT,

MARCH SALE DAYS

Basement Specials

ce e L e e L
e s 3198, s 1149
A ) C) e L)
gg;i\xnw Flannel 3.95 é"%};&‘ij‘. ...... ssc
?ny“t‘Blmk Denim 1.99 I\)rr:..“:" 179;
s 349 Teow.. 19

Men's Twill Shop

495

Mitts

39¢, 2.95

Men's Tweed

SPORT COATS

5.95

reg. to
$45.00

Men's

-PAN

® Charcoal,
grey; also fancies

® Regular $39.95

medium

T SUITS

28.8

... 2219
ot 5o ... 490

e
e
A T
B b G0
st w3, 1.00
B 3 e 1.00

1.00

Men's 2
Shirts mew for

SALE $3.95

MEN’S CARDIGAN

SWEATERS

@ Fine knit
Penman

$3.49

MEN’'S COTTON

Combinations
@ Buttoned front

$1.98

ON THE ISLAND IT'S

SHOP EVERY
DEPARTMENT
FOR
MARCH SALE DAY3S
ITEMS

e adhead of the times

for 29 Years in....

FREE
FURNACE and
BURNER
SERVICE

For 29 Years IRVING OIL has given customers
A COMPLETE HEATING SERVICE including
FREE 24 HOUR BURNER and FURNACE SERVICE

IRVING OIL is the only Integrated Oil Company in the Atlantic Provinces that main-
tains a plete staff of specially ned service personnel under the supervision of
heating engineers. You deal with one company for everything, oil, service and equip-
ment.

And Now IRVING OIL offers you these additional benefits
FREE FREE... FREE

Annval Furnace Cleaning Furnace Inspection and Emergency Service,
Tune-Up and Vacuuming Adjostment 24 Hours A Day

INSURAH“ covering complete Burner Parts and Oil Tank is available.
P I US -+ Automatic “Degree Day” Furnace Oil Delivery Service

e Budget Terms To Suit You With
No Interest Or Carrying Charges.

REMEMBER...ONE CALL DOES IT ALL at...

IRVING OIL




