Fredericton

student paper
axed by Council

FREDERICTON (CUP) —
Ex-Aquinian editor Peter
Boisseau cuts up an old pair
of black corduroy jeans to
provide another arm band for
a waiting supporter. He
makes a joke about how the
Aquinian office had been
turned into ‘‘Hollywood *’
that day as camera crews
from the television networks
arrive to chronicle the
struggle of the Saint Thomas
University student newspaper
to stay alive.

The student union has
made repeated attempts to
stop the paper from publish-
ing. It ordered it to cease
publishing March 6. It fired
the editorial board on March
13. March 14 it opened
nominations for students to
apply for positions on a new
council-appointed Aquinian.

March 15 it sent a request
to the student union building
director to change the locks
on the paper’s office door.
It even called the Aquinian’s
printer  to try and halt
publication.

The ‘STU council claims
the paper was shut down
because it was $1,800 in debt
ancd was ‘‘editorially dis-
~onest”’, It refuses to elabo-
rate on those charges to the
press.

The Aquinian claims it is
in fact in the black with over
$3,000 in receivables and with
enough advertising booked to
make a profit on its up-
coming edition.

Despite the council’s best
efforts, the Aquinian con-
tinues to publish inde-
pendently and on schedule.

The Aquinian’s’ phone
rings continuously. Support
for the paper comes in not
only - from students on
campus but from organiza-
tions throughout the Atlantic.
The small Frederiction stu-
dent newspaper is the focal
point in a major battle over
freedom of the press on

“If only we could haul it away someplace and work on it quietly. . " )

campus.

Both moral and financial
support has started pouring
in. It comes from other
student councils from student
newspapers, from the local
student radio stations, from
professors and from students
themselves. The paper’s also
received a surge in student

participation as the
Aquinian’s membership
grows under seige.

But despite the strong
show of support the council
remains entrenched in its
position.

On March 20 supporters
for the paper went to a
council meeting hoping to
make their case, but they
were repeatedly ruled out of
order. So far the council has
denied the paper the op-
portunity to defend itself at
council meetings.

Aquinian . supporters suc-
ceeded in disrupting the
meeting through repeated
questions, and it ended after
two hours.

‘““We’re no. further along
with the council than we were
two weeks ago,” said
Aquinian staff member Lois
Corbett.

Although council has yet
to name editorial board for
the paper, the possibility of a
council newspaper looks less
and less likely amid local
opposition. The Brunswickan,
the University of New
Brunswick student news-
paper that provide the pro-
duction facilities to the
Aquinian refuses to let a
council-run newspaper use
those facilities.

The Aquinian’s printer
also stated that ‘‘it does not
have the press time’’ to run
off a council newspaper.

The student union building
board of directors has also
not only refused to put new
locks on the newspaper office
doors but has affirmed the
Aquinian’s right to occupy
those rooms.
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For just $325, you
can take the train

to Canada. All of it!

VIA Rail’s Youth
CANRAILPASS gives
you 30 days of limitless
travel to Kettle Rapids,
Nonsuch, Togo and
Bick; Stewiacke,
Wetaskiwin, Sioux
Lookout and
Hectanooga — and
anywhere else the train
goes. If you're 12 to 22,
this is your chance to discover Canada —

a town at a time!

If you're on a tight budget, or would
like to concentrate on a particular part of
Canada, shorter term, lower cost regional
CANRAILPASSES are available as well.

You can enjoy 8 days of unlimited travel
in the Quebec City/Windsor Corridor
for just $85!

VIA’s Youth CANRAILPASS lets you
see the country as it was meant to be seen
— by train! Travel straight through, from
coast to coast. Or, when you see something
you like, stop and explore. When you feel
like moving on, hop the train to the next
town. The next experience. And no expe-
rience packs more living into 30 days as
inexpensively as the 30 day Youth
CANRAILPASS.

I * Transport Canada Transports Canada
Lloyd Axworthy, Minister Lloyd Axworthy, Ministre

with the new VIA Rail

" W e s v 4500 3
2 Wivon W s A

A'Town at a Time.

Invest in the experience of a lifetime.
Check out the Youth CANRAILPASS at your
local VIA Ticket Office or your travel agent,
today!
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* Applicable from June 1 through September 30,
1984. Trips may start or finish during this period.
Other trips applicable during remainder of year
until December 15, with the exception of the
Thursday before Easter to Easter Monday.

A Youth CANRAILPASS entitles the holder to travel
in regular coaches. Dayniter, Club or sleeping car
accommodation as well as meals may be purchased
by paying the applicable supplemental charges.

A ticket for each journey must be secured from

a VIA sales office. On certain trains, advance seat
reservations are required. No further payment

is required, after the VIA Rail Youth CANRAILPASS
has been purchased.




