HASZARD'S GAZETY

k, OCTOBER 11

wome aged female, farm daughter, or some
young woman from a neighboring town, whe
cannot find any better -p?oyn;n:h for {:nr or
B -
Aom ot e sammer mo. and e e 3% | i Tow v upporid. To my ur.
one can teach without having first undergone | prise, my friend said, ‘‘ there is an old gentle-
an examination, and obtained a licence 'y |man, who is the proprietor of 8000 or 10000
engagement must be for 12 months at least, | acres of land in the district, and we countrive to
while many of our Teachers remain in the ssme | make him pay for the education of our chil-
for three or four years ; and some & much | dren.” On my further enquiring how they con-
riod. Of course, our system has not | trived to extract so great & boon from the pro-
ta state of perfection ; it is susceptible | prietor, I was told it was by il:snnn; a tax
as all human i are. | upon his land for the support of education. I
But that we are alive to this fact, is shewn by | then enquired, whether parents paid any thing|
our being assembled here this evening. I re-|atall in the shape of tuition fees; and was in-
peat it,—the basis of our System of Education is | formed that the only expense falling upon
sound, without any radical defect, and equal to r.m.u. besides the trifling tax upon their own
anything of the kind with which I am acquaint- | land, was what thcs paid for ks, school
ed’in other countries. Tbis excellonce is owing | stationery,and the finding of fuel ; and the great
to the liberal footing on which our School Sys-| wish of most of them was, that they had more
tem is placed, by the Legislature, in the first | children to receive the benefit of such ﬂ-::"i
i i ‘whiel

s0. Accordingly my temporary friend and 1
repaired to the sohool ; and, after having been
tified by an inspection of it, 1 naturally

it was « triamph in which all had resson to

rejoice ; for it was the triumph of intelligence,
liberality and pr over ignorance, error

ment of £25 s year, our

ments have now wialned; ‘aad thet sk
out the ition, for their suj
tax upon the pegrle begond one _E.u-
acre upon their 8, whilst they are,

same time, relieved from the payme )

Suition fees ; and, [ may also. Sbserver thut )

;| the time the tax was imposed, they wero very

for, in them, they bebold at once the triumph | sensibly relieved, on the scors of ' odirecs
of liberality and intelligence amongst us, and | taxos, by  reduction of o

nny a d
the duty on tea, r’wl‘.’o :: lhqnl:
the

witness the grateful homage which is nd of 3s. pe
upon sugar; 80 that, it is clear that whi
Free Education

learning, and the respect which is most wil-

lingly accorded to those whose most important | great boon of for the ri

and responsibl ince it is to impart it to| generation xtended to the

the youth of the Colony. The adoption of the | taxation h me time, been
Resolution which I hold in my hand, I Lave |diminished: and, T not now add, that

ma;
even independently of all grateful consideration
of the ulmost inestimable boon of Free Educa.
tion, the people have, of late, had most abun-

much pleasure in moving. That the thanks of
this meeting are decidedly due to the Commit-
the of Management, must bo evident to all

here prosent. In the arrangements and prepa- | dant reason (o be thankful for the free bounty
rations made by them, for the i of and the pi ity of trade
i ion, ~ and i of the |which have accompanied or followed the course

instance ; and, in the next l;luna, to the impar-|tous education. The
tial and_able mauner in which it is adminis- | received upon this occasion, at once opened my
tered. Hence it is, that it challenges the sup-| eyes to what might be done,in a similar way,
port and sympathy of all classes without dis- |in this colony; and, from that moment, th
tinetion; and 8o long as our Act for the Encou-| idea of preparing, and laying before our Legis-
ragemnt of Education shall be conceived in the lature, a measure for the establishment of a
same spirit, and administered with the same | system of Freo Education throughout the Colo-
impartiality, we shall bave little to apprehend | ny, took fixed root in my mind. In the Legis-
for the future of our Island. lative Session after my return from the States,
The learned gentleman concluded with a well-| the Act of Education then in operation would
tarned and well merited compliment to the |expire: and, in order that 1 might have time
ladies, remarking on the matchless display of to perfect my scheme, I succeeded in indu-

beauty presented by the gallery. cing the ature to continue that Act for
[This speech was—as it well merited to be— | another year. My intention having become
lisiened to with profound attention_ through-| public, there was immediately spread abroad,

out; and the learned gentleman, on its conclu- | through jealousy and ignorggce, & report that,

meeting, all has been done which propriety,
 judgment and ﬁuod taste required ; and this,
1 doubt not, will be fullﬁ acknowled, by the
manner in which this Resolution shall be re-
ceived.—When [ knew that the Normal School
was to be opened at this time, I was anxious
that it should be done in as public a manner as
possible, and with all the ceremony and obser-
vances due to so great an event; and that it
should be, not merely an act of the Master of
the Institution, and”the knowledge of it be
confined to some hundred individuals, or so, in

of the propitious events in the Colony.—Stran-
gers from the United States who have lately
visited this Colony, and with whom I have con-
versed, have expressed to me their astonishment
at the easo with which we have carried out,
almost to perfection, our new System of Edu-
cation ; und they have besides stated to me how
much they have been surprised by the politeness
and respect, manifested toward them, by the
children of schools which they have happened
to pass at times of dissmissal—the boys ﬂlvin.
always saluted them by uncovering their beads,
the country ; but that it should be 8o conducted | and the girls by ing. This is highly
a8 to excita the general interest and sympathies | creditable to our District Teachers, as it proves
of the community on behalf of the fature pros- i

reg that they duly impress upon_their pupils the
sion, was warmly applauded.] for the purpose of sustaining my system, 8 | perity of the [nsiitution. I, therefore, thought | propriety, as we esteem it, of puyinfdua efe-
His it rui x would be impose spe the far-| that, to such end, it would be best to issue |rence pe but which would perhaps,
observ d, groundless and absurd as it was, it vitation to all the District School- | be rgarded,by t ndent youth of the Great
to as found credence among some of tho least intel- tresses throughout the Colony, | Republic, as a token of slavishness o

leas ligent among the le. With a view to of which would also prove an intima- al‘ e honorable gentleman then ad:

Eo anti counteract the effects of this baseless rumour, | tion of the approsching event, to m: boyhood— at which season of his

with th Twasi i the Distriot Tea: | presence on th i

sub-
nt

chers themselves to take action uj
jeot: and, in pursuance of an a
calling them together, in order th: ey wi
calmly deliberate upon the scheme, and expre
their opinions_concerning
of them ,in which were to be found some of the
most rienced and ablest members of th‘u

profession—held a meeting in Mr.
A o

4th. Resolved, That the thanks of this Meeting
are due to the Commitiee of Management for their
excellent arrangements for this

The Hox. Coroxtat SkcreTary, in complying
with the call of His Excellency fo propose the
above Resolution, spoke in the following
terms :—

pon the
tise

Your Ladies and
account this day the proudest of my life s for,
in the inauguration of the Charlottetown Nor-
maland Model School, I behold the completion,
as a means for the universal diffusion orknaw.
ledge umang the youth of this colony, of the
system of Free Education h I bave had
the great honour of vileged to intro-

liance with an invitatoin, sent to me directly
Feom it, that 1 would o s0, for the purpose of
stating to it clearly, and as fully as possible,
the nature and probable bearing of my inten:
ded mensure. The invitati

invitation I cheerfull
ccepted ; and, having met the assembled Te:
requested a

1
cted

wve them, as they h:
duce into this my native Island. 1 cannot but F'would. a fall exposition of my sys-
remember,thut I'had a great deal of trouble in | tem, stating to them the probable amount of
bringing forward and carrying tho measure in | the salaries which would be received by them,

the Legislatare ; but I foel myself amply repaid
for my lubors by the crowning proceeding of |
this day. The obstacles whieﬁ T bad to en-
counter, and the impediments which were|the name of ‘The Free Education System’.
fhrown in my way, wero mainly from without ;| My exposition was well received by the meet-
but the good sense of the people finally trium- ing; and I have resson to believe that, not only
phed over the misrepresentations of prejudice | was every one present convinced by it of the wis-
and {'enlouuy, and, in the end, the measure dom of the scheme, and of its perfoct practi

y il alled for by the great body of | bility without adding to the individual burtbe
‘o the measure, in the Legislature of the people; but also fully impressed with
there was never evinced by any, a_directly | the conviction that, were the scheme carried
hostile spirit, or any thing like positive oppo- into effect, it would not_only materially im-
sition ; although it was seriously questioned, prove the condition of District Teachers and
by some of its members, whether the revenue elevate their position asa professional body,but
and resources of the Colony could bear the would also reduce, to what might be esteemed
additional burthen which, it was presumed, nothing buta mere nominal exaction, the for-
the cstablishment of the system would impose mer expenso of public instruction ; as the tax
and entail upon them. Some individuals, I to be levied upon land-holders for the support
regret to have to say, carried on, either from of the Free System, would amount to no more
i or ing less p , & re- than about one-balfpenny an acre. Thus en-
gular agitation throughout the country against lightened upou the question, the Teachers who
my educational scheme ; and were, for a time, attended that meetiug returned to thei vers
0 some extent successful in creating o spirit Districts, and were, £ believe, by their faithful
of hostility to the least informed of representations, concerning the scheme, among

under its operation, and shewing that 8o light
would be the burthen individually imposed
upon parents, thatiit would be fully entitled to

t, amon
our community. Confident, however, in the the people, the means of leading many who
goodness and wisdom of the measure, I perse- were previously either adverse to, or doubtful
vered, nothing dauated by such opposition ; and concerning the propriety and practicability of
in the end, success crowned my endeavors.  the ¥ measure, to it
Throughout the country, my most valuable real merits, and to appreciate, in some degree,
saxiliaries in daly informing the public mind, ' the great -d“nhfe- to the whole community
concerning the benefits to all, which would which would result from its being brought into
accruo the measure, should it be adopted operation. The better understanding concer-
by the Legislature and carried into operation, ing theSystem and the means in contemplation
wero the District Teachers ; and I now beg for its support, which was thus in a manner
leave to tender to them my respectiul an infused into the public mind, caused many
gratefal acknowledgments, for the great and  Petitions to be sent up to the Legislature, pray-
very valuable assistance they, thor.h].rlnthrod( i n the

ing for the enactment of the measu:
mo'towards tho establishment of my educati- | basis on whioh I bad proposed it. It is true,

onal views. Some years -&,' but only a short| however, that some Petitions, presented to
time before I introduced the measure to the Legi concerning i

considoration of our Legislature, I was travel-| schemo ; and othes i
ling in the United States; my aim in doing so of it whicl

:F‘ t, were not, in the worl
being 0 make myself acquainted, by personal they recommended, quite in barmony with the
observation,with some of the many innovations the measure as originally conceived.
improvements, for which the intelligent and nt for the present to say fu

ising people of the American Union ceruing the ri and_ establishment.
l:‘n. :‘cr znnl yun.rbun 80 justly celebra- of the mulnrr., :Fu it , with clli- general
. In of my tour, it was my concarrence of the people, eventually carried
fortane, whe 11 the State of Ohlo, to fall 1y Ly jalature

it, 8 large number |}

- , which meeting I attended.in com- [ agtic

rther con. |2y

was not in the country, not even in Cl
town, one_school in rank or eficiency

much
that, not

ce of most respectable and intel-
ligént individuals from different sections of the
country, who, on_their return to their several
localities, will, no doubt, speak with enthusi-

nity, recei
diments of education, under a good old lady,
long familiarly known by the name of Mam
Bulpit. About that time, said the honorsble

i L)

of the nd tri- tl
umph of y. certainly very grate- | teacher of the name of Robinson ; but he was
ul—as [ am sure others who have directly ex-| not generally countenanced. A son of Mra.
erted themselves in promoting th vent | Bulpit, quite & young man, next opened school;
of this day, also are—for the atten of s0|and then came "Mr. Nellis, who i
many friends of the Institution from the coun- | the Island, for no less a period, T
try.~ Sowe remarks have been made respecting | thirty years, and who, for some yea:

the smallness of the Salaries allowed to our
Teachers under the Educational Act; but no
discontent on that account ought to be mani-
fested by them, or sought to be excited amongst
them, at present; for, when they themselves
sought to aid in the adoption of the measure by
the Legislature, they had been mads uai
ted with what would, in all probabi e the
maximum and minimum of their saluries, and
were generally satisfied on that head. With
reference to this subject, I will now observe
only, that all our colonial interests have, of
late, received & progressive increase, and all
our prospects, with regard to the future are
cheering und bright : let our District Teachers,
therefore, continue to devote themselves faith-
fully and zealously to the discharge of the i,
portant dutios of their honorable profession
and, doing so, feel sutisfied that the community
will eventually make them sharers in the fruits
of the Island’s increasing prosperity.—In the
year 1804, the first step towards making some
provision for the encouragement of education
in this colony, was made by the Secretary of|
State's, giving authority, by wcertain despatch
to the Governor of the Colony at that time,
to appropriate the Rent of the Warren Farm,
(government property,) towards the support of
a school in Charlottetown. But it was not until
the year 1819,thata direct appropriation of the

i farm were mude by
g which yet stands in
that in whioh we are now assembled.

Master of the school long taught upor
ground of this [nstitution. These compas ly
speaking, were days of darkness; and feeble
was the light which the sun of knowledge then
shed upon the youthful minds of this Colony.
But now that sun, although it was slow in its
ascent, has nearly attained to its meridian
beignt ; and bright and cheering are the beams
which be sheds upon the Island. In our Aca-
demy,which bas long,—of late years, especiall
—been most successfully conducted, a useful,
superior, and comprehensive education is im-
rted to the youth who attend it; and, from
it, have been sent forth a band of well-trained
and well qualified teachers, who, dispers
throughout the country, are successfully im-
rting, to the youth who attend their several
istrict Free Schools, the learning and know-
ledge acqnired by themsclves, in_ the Parent
Sewminary of the Island—the Central Academy.
e evidences of the extent to which education
is being imparted throughout the Colony, i
cheering sty delightfal indeed. The year be-
fore the passing of the Free Education Act,
there wére not more than 90 District Schools in
operation throughout the whole Island, and
the number of pupils attending them did not
amount to more than 4000 ; but now the num-
ber o”"r;- b&th-hie" lh(" Island, ""f"'y:":
260 ; and the number of young people bein
educated in them, is at le X 1znmf’!° ‘I‘he bene-
fits_which teachers mny ve from this Insti-
tation are well worth their attention. By
making themselves acquainted with the mode
of teaching, practised and taught in it mi
may be enabled to impart to their pupils, muc!
more real knowledge in six months, than, by
the old mode of teaching, they could convey to
them in twelve. This,

in the Colony;
educational move-

g

it would be seen how
slowly it progressed ; as evidenced by the small
aoonual amounts of the Legislativo grants
made for a succession of years, in aid of it. In
1808, the legislative grant, for the encourage-

ment of education throughout the Island, was

ra
For wore 1 pot myselr well aware of their pro-

only £327, 6s 8d; in 1829, it was £501 19s 6d; | fessional worth,” the encomiums which have
in 1832, £502 10s ; in 1830, £605; in 1841, by Mr.
£1271 10s, including the grant to the Academy, of

in 1845, £1725 29 0d, iacluding the grant to
the Academy : in 1850, £1824, 14s 84, includ-
ing the grant to the Acadomy : in 1854, £9038 | By
in 1855, £11900 3¢ 11d; and, in the

i the

8 i
profession of teachers, should be trained in

throein h e wise, enliy art of mohln.bor comlzn;-.ic«ﬂn‘ "mm':f:.'
. ay lature to tl that they who woul ome  practitiol
W& Soy G {riumphanily, not with referenc te ny party | sing of e cation Act, in 1852, instead hory o the law, should, besides ba
manicative gen triumph obtained by its passage ; for, greatly|of heing dimivished in vigor, is growing in good education in schools or collegesy
(o fo the credit of the Legislature, all parties|sirength with the growing financial resources dvantages of regular profestionsl
besa fres ta therein gave their frec and full sanction to the | of the colony. Yes, it must surely be truly |training. A man may be a very goud scholar,
e v m sl lwll:f it: aod lent thelr uid to | gratifyiog to every trus friend of the colony &0 and yot be almost desttate o acglqulllﬂﬂ'
. « measure as possible. Its| contemplate the bigh position, to which, from tions a8 would be requisite to make him & good
xeply, I told bi be very glad to do| passage, however, was certainly a triumph ; but| s ln-i;'::mm- l:‘im‘ a8 & paltry endow- ' teacher : in order to become so, he ought t0

/




