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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Clubertson
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THE DREADFUL GUN
For those we love and deeply oare,
Uncertainty is hard to bear.
—Reddy Fox.

This was & bad morning for
Reddy Fox and Mrs, Reddy. They

W. Burgess

the Dog and Reddy. The Dog had
seen her, and now he was follow-
ing her trail while Reddy got his
breath and rested.

All the time Reddy was listen-
ing, those black ears of his cocked
to get every sound. He could tell

“When Swifty gets back here I
must relieve her,” thought Reddy
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The term “free double” is very
much of a misnomer, because there
is nothing “free” about giving the
opponents the chance to redouble!
Bast may have learned this lesson
in the following hand — at least
he (and his innocent partner) had
to play the lessonl
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Being rather weak from lack of
food, Reddy soon tired, That Dog
surely would have caught him had
it not been for Mrs. Reddy. She
had interfered by getting between

ful gun is. I hope Swifty is looking
out for him. Swifty was Mrs.
Reddy. She was Miss Swiftfoot
when first he met her.

Reddy’s guess that Mrs. Reddy
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farmer with the dreadful gun. He
knew a lot about Foxes and their
ways. He had guessed that this
Fox would circle back, Of course,
he didn't know that there were
two Foxes. He could tell by the
sound of the Dog's voice that he
was not very far behind the Fox.
So he was watching sharply for a
glimpse of a red coat, and present-
ly he got it. Mrs. Reddy had come
in sight, but not quite where she
had been expected.

Bang! Bang! went the dreadful
gun, Mrs. Reddy had seen the
farmer just as he lifted his gun,
and had dodged behind a tree just
a8 he fired.

Ot course, Reddy heard that
dreadful gun. He knew just what it
meant. He knew that it wouldn’
have been gired at anyone but Mrs.
Reddy. Reddy's heart seemed to
jump right up in his throat. Had
Mrs. Reddy been killed? Even if
she hadn't been killed she might be
dreadfully hurt. If that Dog stop-
ped barking, it would mean that
the worst had happened. Reddy’s
black ears were cocked anxiously.
The Dog did stop barking. Reddy
held his breath as he waited and
listened.. He heard the farmer oal-
ling to his Dog. Did that mean
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that the hunt was over? Did that
mean that he would never see
Mrs, Reddy again? Reddy trembled
all over as he stood without mov-
ing, holding his breath and listen-
i

ng. c
Suddenly the stillness was brok-
en by a yelp of eagerness, and

preemptively with as strong a hand
as South's, but; in view of North's
pass, it was unlikely that a alam
could be made, so South's choice
was not open to criticism, As a
matter of fact it turned out very
welll When Fast doubled, South
took the position that a player who
could not open the bidding could
scarcely produce four tricks agalnst
a heart contract, So South re-
doubled. There was certainly no
reason why West, rather than
North, should turn up with what-
ever “balance of strength’ ‘there
might be.

Once he had made ‘the double,
there was nothing East could do
but stand fast and play against the
redouble.

West opened the club queen.
South won and prompuly laid down
the ace of heants! Naturally, he
did not expect to drop the blank
king, but that was a by-product of
his correct play. He realized that
it would be absurd to use up
dummy's only entry, the diamond
ace, for the dublous advantage of
a heart finesse, and he was quite
prepared to give Bast the heart
king. When ‘this necessity” did not
arise, South drew all of Bast's
trumps, discarding -three diamonds
and a space from dummy, then
cashed the club king and gave
West his olub jack. West shifted
to spades, but that gave the de-
fenders only their second trick, and
they were through.

he must take his turn in the

then the roar of that Hound’s big
voice. Reddy bounded forward.
Mrs. Reddy was still running, and

change off! She was still running,
but she might be hurt. Reddy for-
got his own tiredness.
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Napoleon and Uncle Elby

NAPOLEON HAS RUINED THAT
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Bringing Up Father
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