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In a well-lighted apartment, under the
root of the church, is kept the public li-
brary of Reikiavik, consisting of wo or
three thousand books, Danish, Icelandic,
and English, many of them being pre-
sents sent from a distance. I could not
find any remarkable old books or manu-
scripts in this cstablishment ; it seemed to
be chiefly designed for popular use The
inhabitaats of the town are allowed to
have books from it for a dollar (2s. 3d.
each per annum, and about sixty take ad-
vantage of the privilege. I observed se-
veral of Mr. Dicken’s novels, some of
Marryatt’s; a copy of Hume ai.d Smollet.
—Two of Goldsmith’s Animated Natare
and some of the publications of the U
ted States’ government.

We next went to see the school, which
is a long goodly building, situate on a
slope to the east of the town. To find,
in an island of 200 miles in linear extent,
and containing 60,000 inhubitants,strictly
speaking, but one public seat of cducn
tion of any kind, is some what startling to
a stranger.  Such is the fact.  There is
not and never has been, one juvenile
seminary in leeland, and this simply be:
cause the population is too scatiered to
admit of any such arrangement. The
father teaches his children by the winter
fireside ; they teach their children again ;
and such is the only education which the
bulk of the people obtain. Stranger to
say, they all read, and have, generally
speaking, a taste for reading; and few
English_or Scotchmen write so neatly as
these islanders do. The school at Reikia-
vik is an establishment for advancing the
education of a select number of the youth
of Iceland. About sixty lads between
the ages of fourtcen
it,most of them having a view to the learn-
ed professions. Itis, however. only awind
of gympasium or academy ;and those who
desire the special instructions fitting them
to be priests, lawyers, or medical men,
must pass to the university of Copen
en, [ found a snit of good S=TO0INS
for the various branches, the Daaish,
Fren: Snglish languages, mathe-
matics, nataral philosophy, natural his-
tory, &e.;aset of dormitories for a cer-
tain number of the pupils—the rest living

with fricnds in the town—and eabin
containing minerals and zoological speci-
ments.  The whole establishment seem-
ed to be satisfactory in every respect but
that of ilati The superi ing

rector, Mr. Jonson, is obviously a man of
vigorous intellect and good acquircments,
As the establishment is supported by the
Danish government, no fecs are charged ;
and it of course becomes necessary to ad-
mit to it only such youth as can give as-
surance of turning its instructions to good
account.

The zcalous cultivation of literature
Tceland during the last six centuries, and
the remarkable productions, the sagas and
ceddas—historics and romantic poems—
have excited the interest of all visitors.
Tam free to own that [ can form no image
of literary life more touching, more cals
culated to call forth respect and vencra-
tion, than that of such a man as the
Icelandic pricst Thordakson, who produ-
«ced abeautiful translation of Paradise Lost,
and many original works of distinguished
merit, in the small inner room of a mere
«cottage which formed his parsonage, while
his family, concerns were going on in an
equally small outer apartment, and his
entire annual income did not exceed what
is often given in England for the writing
of an article in a magazine. lnquiry r
ﬂ;hg the present state of literature in

nd was a matter of course. So far
as I could learn, the love of letters is still
.a more vivid passion in Iceland than the

|also lost.
| amount to $75,000.

of the country would lead
one to cxpect. | had much pleasure in
looking over Mr. Thordakson’s printing
office in Reikiavik, where I found two
presses of improved construction, and saw
in progress an Icelandic translation of the
Odyssey by Mr. Egilsson, late president
of the college, whose son, I was told, is

aiso giving promise of being a gsod poet. =
|'l'hc list of books printed and published | (Articles under this heading ere published
by Mr. Thordakson would surprise any lely on the responsibility of the Grand

{one who thinks only of Iceland as a rude
|country, half buried iu arctic snows. He
/is also the publisher of two out of the
|threc native ncws-papers produced in Ice-
nd—the Ingolfgr, and Thiodotfur. A
‘lu-l:mdw newspaper, | may remark, is a
small quarto sheet, like the English news-
papers of the seventeenth ceuntry, produ-
|ced at irregular intervals, and sometimes
consisting of two, sometimes of four leaves
according as th eabundance of intelligence
{may determine. In a country, where
|there are no roads and no pests, that there
should be newspapers of any kind is grat-
ifying. I regret, however, to say that they
are deseribed as of a violent, malcontent
complexion.—Chambers’ Journal.

Division, 8. of Temperance P. E. Island.]

Tue Britisu Axmv 1y tue Canvea.

A Correspondent of the London Times ina
letter, dated October 2: es a fearful account
of the i 0 among our sol-
diers in the Crimea, shawing that the love of
intoxicating liquors has become -a passion abso-
lutely uncontrollable by discipline—it is subject-
ing its victims to corporeal and other degrading
punishments—and is preparing the way for
discase and pestilence.

Fourth Dvision Camp
Monday, Oct, 22nd.

¢ Is the British army in the Crimea to becpme,
or rather to continue, a model of Drunkenuess
for all nations! 1 certainly um not giving too
much importance to this question by i
upon it very strongly. Yesterday was Sunday.
1 rode into Balaklava at one
ikoi y and returned, towards dusk, 1k
Kadikoi Mmor.

[ B : The sights I saw, both
% : and returning, were enough 10 make an
| Avuigators ix Aserica.—At daylight | it iy men. Al alo

{we found ourselves in the Red River—a | rosd were men—
|sullen,sluggish,redo-chre-coloured stream;

tonly privates, bt non-com

missione in every stage of drunken-
| " 2 i . |ness.  Sobriety was really the exception, intoxi-
lﬂomh from the Rocky Mountains had oc- | 1555 S eIs Was 57k misaneis ke and

casioned it to overflow its banks, through
{somewhere about one huadred miles,
“which we ascended ; which gave us the
|appearance of steering right through the
(forest. The effect was grand and novel;
|the stream was rapid : and the great red
flood rushed through the trees as far as
{the eye could reuch. On every log or
tuncovered bauk lay numbers of alligators 5
{we fired with our rifles at many of them,
and although close to them, the ball had
no cfiect, except in the wsiances of a
very small one, which a Yankee killed.
{"They seldom prove the attacking party,
but such instances have ocecurred; it is
said that the best means of escape is for
the attacked to get to a tree, and run con-
stantly round it. The alligators cannol
tarn quickly ; all their strength, when on
land, is in the tail, with which they sweep
their prey into their mouth 5 from their ex-
treme length the yean only move inan an-
galar direction, and find it impossible to
turn quickly enough to catch a man de-
scribing a small circle round a tree.—
Captain Levigne.

unsteady with driuk, were interspe
staggering sots who could not keep on th

with
r legs

The Times and_other newspapers condemn in
the strongest possible terms the disgraceful state
of things reported by their correspnadents in the
Crimea. In one of its powerful leaders, the
Times ebserves:—

“ The regimental officers are at their wits’ end
for meane 1o stop the evil, and the colonel of &
ey ment in the rd Division eent to the Com
missary-general 10 request that plum-puddings
might be made for sale, that the privates mi
have the alternative of eating f th
money. When this is the cnly thing that can be

nagived, it does iudeed show, what a pass the
army h to. What are the infallible
result er sets in these men will be
the first 1o stuk under its sudden etills, and eatch
the lurking epidemic.  Should the retreat of th
Russians compel a moy tiuto the interior,
with laggil I s i
abstincnee f
followed by prostratiof
siable conseque
diet, the first o
trenchwor ch i a war of earthwoiks and
a pame of position must always be expected.
will tell fatally on the shaken neives, wedkened
digestions, irregalar circulatio able
surface of habiwual drunkards. of
last winter will be repeated over the Crim
with the lameotable difference between the nob!

of a Thermo aud the i
alty of a Capua.
* We should il harge our mission of plain
peaking, if we did not out with this shame?

... Butis there really no help forit.

01 which has extricated
olitical diffi

The London Daily Telegraph was the
subject of an action in the Bail Court on
Friday,when Mr. Cole, barrister, recovered |,
from Colonel Sleigh, the proprietor, £30,a8
engaged editor for three months. He claim-
cd £48, at £1 a-week ; but it appearing
|that, instead of being editor, he had only |*
wrilten articles, the sumn was reduced by
the Jury.

nd
nked
tigma
nglishman can read without
grief, that our soldiers are degrading 1hemse
as the Helots were made to do for the warning
of the Spartan children.  Before the evil gets to
such a head as our correspondent descrives,
surely it wero worth while to keep the so'diers
withio camp, or to supprass the drinking booths.
Anything is better than a license which
the health of the soldier, the stre
arny, and the credit of ihis country.”

The Steamship Unicorn, which used to
Iplay between Halifax aud Newfoundland
has been destroyed by fire near Yazor Ci-
ty. The passcngers, among whom were
Iseveral ladics, barely ped with their
Ilives, but all their baggage was destroyed.
| The books and papers of the boat were to-
|tally destroyed. There was a considera-
| ble amount of money in the safe which was

The total loss is estimated to
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y Teetotalism’
instead of ijuring has rendered 1he Temper:
Cause essential Service, by the Elaborate repli
it has called forth from Dr Lees and Dr Carpen-
te

ArpricaTion anp Svccess.—Applica-
tion is one of the great secrets of perfee-
tion.—Success is the oflspfing of cheerful-
ness and courage.

T,
The Westminster for October contains another
article on Cemperance Lieaded * Drunkeanese ot
curab'e by gislation ;" in allusion to which
T'he Weckly Alliance observes:—

—*¢ Ist. That the issue
is incorrectly stated, the real question beiny
whether vnwise islation may not greatly
promote, and wise legislation greatly dimi;

UnswiLtine Troors.—The Emperor of
Russia is setting the whole of his militia

) =i
Butthat H

It is impossible to exagg
drunkenness. The more we examine its effects,
the deeper is our impression of the frightful
misery it causes, of the degradation, the waste
i |l

e-
mes commilted in the Brisish

Isles may be traced to the public house. Family
life is cut up by the roots—men become worse
than brutes—women 0 lose themsely to be

livle better than fiends, under the fatal
of the glass of ale or gin. The money spent
every year in intoxicating drink exceeds the
whale amount i the national revenue. Schools,
churches, meetiag-houses, clobs, reading rooms,
libraties, are robbed of half their good feuit,
by the passion for stimulants which stifles the
love of wisdom, of pi Drunken-
ness is the curse of Fag
that it far eclipses every other calamity under
which we suffer.  We cannot tov ofien set the
wiul trath before us in all its stern realiy.
0 study the statistics of drunkenness, or if wo
to enter in the
ace, is the best
have at once in the

necessity icalty of social reform.
It is a lesson which wiil teach us 10 admire and
10 sympathise with enthusias-

, who have in recent years devoted them-
selves to the one task of extirpating this deplor-
able vice.

Trivmew or Tue Maise Law 1y New
York.—The Liquor Men taken in—Tho
laine Law men have secured a marked
and unexpected triumph in New-York. It
is well known that the creed of the Demo-
crats is adamantine of the most solid kind.
Its organ this city, the Daily News, is
ably edited, and takes the rankest ground
inst the preseat National Administration
—against the Maine Law—Abolitionism-—
Sof: Democracy—and Know Nothingism in
particular. The Democrats went into the
campaign last fall and carried all these
principles through. No man was nominat-
ed who was not known to be sound on all
these questions. Among the nominations
made by the Adamantines was a_candidate
|for the high office of Judge of Appeals.
They put in nomination Hon. Samuel L.
Selden of Rochester.  Six weeks ago 150,-
000 voters made Mr. Seldon Judge. He
had long been a Hard Democrat and a par-
ty man.—He was known to be opposed to
the Maine Law—Ile was nominated by the
““Liguor Dealers’ Convention.” as‘well
by the Hard Democrats. He accepted both
ominations; and yet onc of his first acts as
a Judge is to declare the Maine Law of
York consiitutional in one of its most
ive sections —that of summary trial,
ithout bail.  Of cogrse those who elected
{Jud,
|'Th

1 10 this effect should
have been given in that portion of the State
lwest of the Cayuga Bridge—where one
species of fanaticism after another, Anti-
ry.Abolitionis, Meine Lawism and
ism, has run wild among tae people
arcely to be considered surprising.
amuel L. Seldon should have
| coneured in it, is calculated to strike seme
(ovehundred and fifty thousand voters of this
State, who only six weeks since cast their
vates for him for the high office of Appeal
Judge, with blank astonishment. We con-
[fess to a deeper and cheaper fecling of
having been humbugged than we have had
occasion to entertzin since the Softs cheat-
ed us for the last time in 1 e
There is another side to this matter. Men
ten say as politicians what they are not
g to ratify as Judges. And if Judge
Seldon, with such antecedents, finds him-
self’ compelled as a Judge to decide in favor
of the new Liquor Law of this State, it
affurds strong prooi” that the law is consti-
tional, and gives the public great confidence
that men elected cven as partisan politici
ans will be true to their convictions when
law or the case they are called upon to de-
cido really passes before them. ~The case
must be considered to be a Maine Law
triumph of no swall magnitude. As a poli-
tician, Judge Seldon’s days are numbered;
—will the people sust [
dence of Bosion

n
Journal 20th.
pnbubdvan

in motion. Doubtless it may be a forced | grunkenness. 2nd. That the writer is extreme-| o CC St charm of life; the source of every-

march with most, if not all of them. ly ignorant ord;h: real histo ol'llha Femperance | 1Ning that is good and excellent on earth.
movement and of the Maiue law. And, 3 .

P i He_present i Maine I The man who imagined himself wise

Query.—When & lady writes & ROVED, wiich does not hold i equaily sgaiot sl iw.» | because o _detected some_typographical

can her copy be legitimately called manu- |y following is the Westminster's own jgraphic | errors in a newsparer, has gone east to get
seript ? ineation of England’s B perp i view of a rainbnw.




