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save the “pure wﬁodbisons -Sp
ease and genetic contaminddo fhe‘WBNP herd. 4
which s largely comprised-of hybfids of wood'and plains
bison. In fact, truly pure wood bison no longer exist.
The panel states that the salvage of some genetic mate-
rial’froni the WBNP herd m'unnccasary a]thougl g
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existence. The bottom line is: once lt lsgonc. itis gone
forever + thére will be'no second chdnce: "The vaunted
effort t6 “save™a sub-species may therefore haveirre-
versible effects’on the future viability of American bison.
" Wood'Buffalo National Park; and its bison, are
threatened by a variety of factors including hydroelectric
development, pulp mﬂ}constructlon. and logging, a fact
the panel recognizes|cYét it refuses to consider agricul-
tural development-a threat or to place its solution for the
diseased bison’question inito this broader context. Re-
moval of the WBNPblson herd will place constdexable
stress on the’ ‘park and the ecosystem it protects andth]s
impact has not beef flilly examiried by the panel.”

ff as ‘t}re bison are?'emOVcd bvo}vcs tum to moose or

b&rlnganhnahasalten&te sourcesofprey the

i «,panclrecommndstlm’ingwolvw too, be killed. In

addition, the report givesio consideration to any of the
' other elements of the complex food chain that has wolves
at the top. This is simplistic wildlife management that
~fails to respect'a complexecosystemdesignated by

;UNESCOaa awq—mlemqgg,

" e TheCNFcﬁ'lcludw i
e L R £ that protection«of the park
mm‘"ﬁﬁ?“’ - In Car ada, pry83 are w‘°"“’s‘°’“°‘°”‘d°si“?pg’ ¢
“gene pe.: i S5 es management; tha
‘scientists workingon theres, ., 1+ JULGICLL, ¢+ preservation of;the largest
“coveryof the Europeanbison . ""bison gene pool in existence
' are coneerned-about the Jow - lQJ' QESt mOSt dlverse “outweighs the value of an
diversity of their-herd, butglo. "’r'f';aﬁbltraﬂly-dcﬂnpq/purglstock
bl hﬁem“m’?b[m““ American bisori gé’ne pObl | ,_mhﬁ; vy e gensie
ment the gene pool.. In Can- "o = .. - varjability; that the risk o
:tclla.l::emtepos::i?dmy o s in exwtenée- bt ;gmmﬁf‘uusmuagu_v%:&
e largest;'mos [ 3:1y CEAE j@, Crag © e brve By, HE S OED T long-term damage to
American bison gene pool in' > CEE Y v bison and Wobd Buffalo Na-

. tional Park, is-far greater:than the risks currently faced
by cattle, humans and healthy bison; and that the
'slaughter is totally'1 unwarranted gi!nn thercvldencc pro-

vided by the panel. -« - U

The federalminister of. envtronmcnt. Robei't dc Cotmt
and the minister of agriculture, Donald Mazankowski,
will soon make a decision based on the panel's recom-
mendations. ‘We urge all CNF members to express oppo-
sition to this senseless slaughter, even if their decision is
made by the time this message reaches you. Write to
both ministers, as'well as to'Prime Miriister Mulroney,
and express your concern. All letters should be sent to:
'House of Comrtions, Gttawa. Ontario, K1A OAG (no
stamp rcquired) i
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