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BEDTIME STORIES

Was It Mother Nature’s Joke?

By Thornton
A seeming joke to eyes that see, |

No joke at all may pove to be.
—Old Mothe Natue.

“Funny,” said Pete Rabbit.
“Vey funny.” He didn’t know that
anyone was near him.

“What is funny?”’ asked Sammy
Jay who had come into the little
swamp behind Peter unseen.

Peter looked up. “‘Hello Sammy,”
said he. *‘Do you see what I found?

“I don’t see anything I don’t)
know about already.” replied Sam-
my.

“Do you know that there are
flowers already in bloom?’’ asked
Peter.

“Of course I know it,” replied
Sammy Jay. ‘I suppose you
mean the flowers down inside those
brown things I've seen you peek-
ing into.”

Peter looked a little disappoint-
ed. The brown things he had been |
looking into were hood, or cowl- |
shaped and growing out of the|
ground. They were open on one|
side and down inside were tiny, |
tiny flowers all yellow with the
gold dust which is called pollen.
They were the very first flowers
of the year, the skunk cabbage.
Peter had thought he was the
first to find them.

“What is it you think is funny?”
Sammy Jay repeated. |

“That they have such a queer |

smell,”” replied Peter. “I don’t |
think it's a nice smell. Do you
know who it makes me think of?”

“Jimmy Skunk,”” replied Sammy
Jay promptly.

Peter nodded. “Dop’t you think
it's funny that Mother Nature gave
flowers such a smell as this?” he
asked.

“Perhaps it was a joke on the
part of Old Mother Nature,” said
Sammy Jay.

“I wonder if it was,” said Peter.
“1 thought flowers had nice
smells, but this isn't nice at all.”

Peter hopped over to another one
of those little hoods and peered
into it. “What do you know about
this?’’ exclaimed Peter.

““About What?’’ asked Sammy
Jay. He flew down and looked into |
another of those queer hoods. i

“There are little flies in here,
tiny flies! cried Peter. ‘‘Are there
any in that one you are looking |
fnto?"” I
“Yes,” replied Sammy Jay.|
“They seem to be getting some-
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“What is it ‘you think is (unn_\'.‘"‘
Sammy Jay repeated.

thing from those flowers.” |
“I wonder what they can be get-
ting and how they found those |
flowers and where they came from
themselves,”” said Peter.
“You do a lot of wondering,"

said Sammy Jay. ‘I don’t know

where they came from, but I can
guess how they found those flow-
ers.”

“How?" asked Peter.

Sammy Jay chuckled. ‘‘The
same way you found them,” re-
plied Sammy. ‘‘You followed your
nose. I don’t know as those little
flies have noses, but they probably
smell. Probably they like that
smell. And that is why Old Mother
Nature gave these funny little
flowers this particular smell. What
smells bad to some folks smells
good to other folks.”

Sammy was ight in his guess.
Old Mother Nature had given those
flowers that smell so that those
little flies would be sure to find
them.

ATOMIC POWER
Queen Elizabeth will open Brit-
ain’s first nuclear power station at
Calder Hall in €Cumberland Oct.
17, 1956
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mostrils or mucus clogged throat, here’s a
way to get soothing relief right around the
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O-Zone om your handkerchief $o inhale
during the day, or if you prefer, use the
inhaler which comes with each bottle. At
night, a few drops sprinkled on pillow means
you inhale the soothing vapour of Catarrh-
O-Zone while sleeping. For quick, easy
relief, try Catarrh-O-Zone. At all druggiets,
o 49¢ and 80c sizes. P9-56
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By Ham Fisher

. CORRIGAN, THE STORM
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CONTACT WITH THE
MAINLAND |
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