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 hour or two before breaking up.

Wy

s

‘ ,mn.:ping and fulling “frolics” —days
when neigldors helped each other at certain |

o matter of courses. Every farmer has each
year a fiald Ofm or smaller dimensions to
stump. Now, stumpiog single-handed is very
duli and very heavy work, and hired labor is
He goes

round amouyg his neizhbors, and asks them to|

almost iepossible to be procured.

eome on a certain day to “lend him a hand.”
Un the do5 named fifieen or twenty weighbors
enme and help him to pull out wrd pile np the
stamps.. Ho gives them & goud dinner and a
fow glass-s of"whiskey. Tn the evening a few ‘

day’s wor cis ended by a dance of longer ov |)
'\;nwv contimiance m

{ imes.”
8 frolics, every one goes
he thickening or fulling
a long time to the

4

|

A re refined rir('lcsi
The’ ostensibie business |
ull the piece ot b lme-»!
~in those dJ}\'—_\‘valrL_\"i
every farmer’s family. |
there were done at these|
nine-tenths of the cowwinyg |
the lads and lasses of those |
% guilty of.  Many a happs marringe
g from an acquaintance first made at|
g frolict - As we said befure, the cloth |
jagured. by the farmers’ wives and |
r4 w8 fulled by hand at these frolics.
din which it was done. A long
of rough boards, firmly braced,
the largest room that the house
The web being unrolled, and the
y it was laid on this table
chain. It had been previously
3 for some time. The boys and
”—tluxb were no young ladies in those days
Ethemselves on both sides of the table,

(‘ passed the cloth backwards and forwards
“acposs the ‘board, at the same time shoving it
alang on one side towards the top, and those
qpposite towards the bottom of the table. At
intervals the cloth was wetted with a strons
solution of soap.” As this was pretty hard work
M;.("‘ generally relays of hands, one read;
. totale its tura whea the other was tired. The
young men shewed theic zallantry by offeriny

* gorelieve their fair companions; and a pretis
girl @ Mt be seen shyly offering to take &
fig man’s place—not her lover's, you may
t-she considered a

fair share of the work. This work went on
. merrily with song, and laugh, and jest. The
merriment micht notyhave been very refined,
But it was, for the most part, pure and hearty.

Those who were not at the board were not by

e 'q menns idie.  Every chair and bench in the

JBouse 1.:d its barden of loving couples, whisper-
“ﬂn tender nothings that have such a charm
on yoinz folks all th: world over. The
~ seaveity of seats renderel it necessary for the
“youag men to accommocate their sweet hearts

¢ withaseat on their knees which, to tell the
P truth, was not found to be a very great incon-

venience by any of the parties concerned. The
work done, and the web rolled up in due form,
all sit down to a substantial hot supper; afte;
'!n’eh, the chairs and tables being cleared
away, the youngsters either danced away the

 remain ng hours of the night, or when the old

_ folks woald aot allow dancing, amused them-
~ golves with forfeits and other games for an
The young
- men, of course, escorted the girls to their homes,
and those lonz walks over the crisp snow in
the briy ht starlizht were by no means the most
unpleasant of one's life experiences.
 If we were disposed to be philosophical, we
would paase here to wnite a disquisition on the
change; that have been® made in the social
habits of the people of this country by the in-
troduction of Fulling Mills. The change is,
we verily believe, not animprovement. People
in those days were much more socizble than in
. There were fewer jealousies, bickerings
and hea thurnings, and infinitely more enjoy
ment. There are now too few social gather
"‘ingi among the people in the rural districts — |
. too little amusement—too little healthy ex
* citement. People, not knowing enough of
esch other, do not understand one another. Tt/
i, besid«s, oar honest conviction, that not only |
would the amount of enjoyment he greater, but |

that the tone of general morality would be |

.

ACHANGEOFGOVERNMENTREQUIRED.

is the stwmpiag words of Horace: Eripe turpi cobda jugo: liber,

umd Sbat Nalls and | eeived by pnhli-'ﬂl tricksters, and we are glad to

That eparkl'diin her eyn;
Tid wither'd hopes of other years
Awske in memory ¢

Ste hush'd the sigh of <qduees,
Aud wiped the teg away;
And with the granps of gladuess
Seew'd happy vow and gay.
Still music ol to joy beguil'd,
And time wentl sweeily by
But though, she danc'd, and sang, and smiled
She'd wrn away and sigh.

WERAND.

e

.
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building barracks 7 Whno brought the soldiers i
here and went them through the country? ‘The ||
TORIES. The Liberals always sympathized

e

*®

s e

Who always favored the proprietors ! Who apent | gions age-=that the world is not somehow as good | tion of his own soul and those of ais ancestors, | Death larks within ite treackerous speli—
something like ten or twelve thowsand pounds in [ae it used to be, and that the P

The vauuted wisdom and perfections of eur

with the tenants; the Tories sent Sheriffs and {ancestors will be found wore imaginary than real

soldiers after thew. Tt is no wonder, then, that by any one who tnk--l the pain# to inquire wherem
irrespective of the negleet of public improvements | ti

it superior wisdow consisted. At what particu-

the tenantry should shominate the present Gov- | lar period wera mankind more bappy, more ¢om-
eroment. A large majority of every other seetion | fi

wiable or wiser than at the present 7 When did

of the community—exeept the proprietors and | the supreinely blest period ealled the Good Old
Innd agents—have more than sufficient reason to | Times begin and end?  Were the people of that
long for the day that will drive our rulers from a | undefined aud undefinable period better Christians
position which they have shewn themselves so |t

han their degenerate deseendaots of to-day 1 At

‘ anworthy and o incapable of filling. Notwith- |a time when refigion, or rather scholastic theology

We would recommend tog ench and every | standing this, let all be on the alert against fur- |forwed the principal, almost the vuly subject of
of the nes shhoring lasesdrop in, wnd the hard | vleefor who will be shortly called ou to decide the | ther trickery and double-dealing; and let all [study or of thought, and when all jgtellectual

wlitical fate of this Islavd for several years, these

iber sum, dic age.

Loose thy neck from this iyruoble chain,
Aud boldly say thon vt free

I'he peopleof this Colony have been too long de-

The
probabrlity that the incapables who have ruled our

learu that they are beginuing to peregive it,

destinees for the last eight years, will sovn be

sent to rusticate in the cool shades of Opposition, |

miist be a souree of pleasare to all the triends of

ltberty and progress.  The electors now know,
by sad experience, what an egregious blunder
they ecommitted when they entrusted the Couserva-
tives with the vews of power.  The toliy and ex-
travagance of the Govermauenl are now too well
known to dilate on.

Delivant reges, plectuntur Achivi.— Hor.

Our rule s tolly wakes the people rue.
The most talented and energetic politicians often
beewine careless and apathetic when cloyed with
the sweets of office ; but when they bave neither
talents nor energy they are mece nuisances, and
serious obstacles to liberty and to social and poli-
ical advancement.  That our present rulers are
uot possessed of talents, energy, or adwinistra-
tive honesty, s quite evident from their political
When they
succeeded the Liberals they made great pronnses,

acts during thewr tenure of office.

tor the tulfilment of which the peoplc have waited
with patience, but in vain. For exawple, our
tenants were to be all treeholders in eight short
mounths; but they have now waited eight long
years, and their gricvances remain as yet unre-
dressed. The Land Comimission was established,
and Delegates weére sent to England at an enor-
the Fifteen Years' Pur-

chase Bill was passed; bat nothing was achieved

mous eost to the ehuntry ;

except the strengthenng of the doubtful titles of
l»

tenants longs to get rid of masters whom they

the proprietors. is no wonder then that the
have pluced in power only to tyraomze over thew
Land deceive them.
i we never imagined that the Conservatives wotild

We are not disappointed, for

settle the Land Question i a wanner satistactory
to the tepantry. We jil(!gc'd according to then
autecedents, or according to the Greek prov erb,
Bad the erow, bad

And, in tact, can our rulers poiut vut

Kalon korakos kakon oon—'*
the egg "

tieal benefit to the general interests of the Isiand,
other thav a few laws which they have passed re-
lative to geese, rabbits, partridges, oysters, dogs,
rams, ewes and pigs ! which could as easily, and
with ene-fitftieth of the cost, have been passed by
two or three aldermen of a one tenth rate city or
eounty corporation in any other part of the eivi-
lized world. Thuis, certainly, s swall legisla-
tion ; but our statewent 8 no vurlesque—it 18 the
plain, jiteral truth.  Acecording to their own ver-
sion, the Couservatives possessed, within their
own charined eircle, all the talent, energy,
wealth and wfluence of the Island ; but they bave
proved themselves to be wot uunlike all va
boasters. The best prool of this is to be found
n their acts. They have not bad the brains to
nitiate a single weasure for the benefit of our ill-
used people; on the eontrary, they have been
obliged to fall back ou the Land Purchase Bill,
tormerly pauvni by the Liberals against the most
dogged and determiined oppusition of those now in
power. Never bad a Governwent a mors inglo-
rious eareer than that which s now tottering to
its downfall.  Seleet a dozen of old wowen from
Belfast, Strathalbyn and West River, and get thew
to legislate, they eertainy could do vo less for the
good of the Island than the pompous individuals
whe now lord it over us. When our masters
stepped into authority, the ship of state was in an

excelleat condition. She was new; the sails,

to any acts of theirs which have been of any prac-

liberal-minded and progressive wen foru thew-
selves into a solid phalanx, so that they may be
euabled with greater ease to resist the attack
which the enemy ia seeretly projecting, and hurl
back into oblivion those who have abused the
confidenoe of the people and brought odium on
the Culony.

A WORD OR TWO ON AN IMPORPANT
SUBJECT.

If any one thing witlan the reach of political

action shows wmore clearly than  another the
paternal nature of a Goverument, it is surely the
wode of action which that Governwent adopts
with regard to the encouragement of education
We goufine ourselves, tor the present, to a swall
portion of what the history of England teaches us
1 this respect, and we ask the most superticial
student of that nuportant brauch of study if the
sovereigns who bave most endeared themselves to
theif subjects, trom Egbert to our owun Vietoria,
have tatled to luterest themselves in the wtellectual
Alfred the Greats
extraordinary labors in this direction are too weil

improvewent o the pation ?

Kuown to require repetition bere; they were such
as few sovereigus ol any country since his time
have equalled.  To the Plautagenets, Tudors, and
Stuarts, considerable praise ust also be awarded
for their liberal patrouage of education, however
much some of them wmay bave disgraced then
country, and humanity itself, in other respects
I'bat English literature made very great progress
during this period, no one is at the present day
tool-bardy enongh to deny. A distinguished lrish
scholar, for nstance, said sometime ago: ** Eliza.
beth, James, and Charles encouraged learned
wen, and adopted a policy favorable to literature.
Almost all the poets, and many other writers,
were eithor courtiers thewselves, or under the
wnwediate protection of courtiers, and were con-
stantly experiencing the smiles or benefactions ot
royalty.  T'lie court, therefore, exercised great -
fluence on learning, and it 18 no wouder that
writers should fix this era as “ by far the brightest
Ot this
period also the Edinburgh Review thus speaks,
and 1ts authority on such a subject, notwithstand-

R

i the history ot Euglish Literature.

g its prejudices, is certainly very considerable:
“There never was any thing like the sixty or
seventy years that elapsed frow: the wnddle of
Elizabeth’s reign to the pertod of the Restoration
[n point of real foree and orngioality of genius,
ueither the age of Pericles, nor the age of Augustus,
nor the times of Leo X., nor of Louis X1IV., cau
cowe at all in cowparison ; for in that short period
we shall find the nawes of alwost all (he great
men that this nation has ever produced, —the
names of Shakespeare, and Bacon, and Spenser,
and Sydney, and Hooker, and Taylor, and Barrow,
and Raleigh, aud Napier, and Hobbes, and wan)
others ; men, all of thew, not merely of great
talents and accomphshments, but of vast compass

and reach of understandiig, and of winds truly

ool ol o

ereative and original, and enlarg-
g to au incredible and unparallelled entent, both
the stores and tae resourses of the human tacul-
ties.”  Of what has been doue in England sinee

that era under the sanction of public authority we

need not speak ; every person tolerably well read
in the history of that eountry knows that, al:hough
much unguestionably requires still to br done, yet
wuch has been done.  Oue of the latest instances
of the encouragement given to Educat:on by the
British Parliament, is the granting of a Supple-
mental Charter to the Queen’s University i Ire-
land, enabling that body to grant degrees to the
students of the Catholic University,—a very small
itemn, however, towards paying a very large
Bill.

It we did not fear being acensed of making a
rather hurried descent from the sublime to the

|
|

cordage, and all the other nee searies for a pros

perous voyage were in a splend.d condition, There

were in the best of spirits, and the passengers

Bur,
Thel

arriva 1 satety at the wished-for haven
alas! how bhave matters now chauged ?
ship is leaky, the cordage is rotten, the sails are |
tore § provisions have talled ; the erew have muti-

nied ; several have been attacked by malnunnm:

was p[.-nly of provisions ou board: the ecrew |

were rejoieing in the hope that they would soon |

I ridiculous, we would here wish respecttully to ask
| our Island Solous i their sage heads were ever

| engaged forsone moment in considering the great
|

lesson that we have endeavored to denive from the
} conduet of their masters in the art of legislation
Cau they find, in the whole range of British his-
tory, a single instanee of a party in power that

| has continued for eight years to employ as Visitor
| of Schowls an iodividual who is scareely fit to aet

in the capaeity of Secretary to a Temperauce

raised i we could z0 back to the good oid days { distempers and bave been threwn overboard — f Meeting?  Does Batish legislation turmsh any
of Thickeuiug Frolics, when all well-behaved | some of these latter have been swallowed up by precedent for spending a niee little sum yearly

people mét on an equality, and before youug
Judies a-d young ladyism were invented.
Weshave much more to say, but we have

and have also, we fear, trespassed on the pa-
tience of our readvrs. But we think that we
have said enough to coavince thew that very
great changes have taken place in our Island

.~ Home withia the last thirty years: and that if
any one who left it at that time, or even ten
years later, were now to return, there is not a
dq‘kfﬁ ttlement in the country that he would |
*fniz v+ and that he would ohserve almost

* 88 great chanzes in the condition and manners

. of the pocle as in the general appearance of
the conutry,

—
QFog THE FXAMINER ]
A TIALL WAS WREATHD.

A ha!l wae wreath'd with garlands,
O byaciuth and rose,
And Aowers of sunoy fardauds,
Were the grape aud olive grows;
And lampa shone bright, and silser Tight
Glean'd from the mirror'd wall,

Aok ey e e[ 1 i ) o e e
A S ritdent Aok :f::qm nee, they have had to repress popular

A ge'den harp was atrenming indignation ! the powt of the bayonet ; they have

Tts solt Yomptuous art, pad reciusse 10 the wost odious weasures to

And cyes te eyes were beaming nain-gin the autn 'Oty of the law; they have

i Tl language of the heart. plutiged the Colany ity debt in building barracks
And daneers trigp'd it mervily und all the requirements of a military establish-

Te wusic’s thribag flow ; went ; they have squandesed the public money m

Asd gag epirite m cheerily delegations ; they have, we may 2ay - confirmed the

Ia youth sad beauty's glow. proprictors titles they bave virtdindy austroyed the

* Proud pleasure said te sadiess, Free Education Act; they bave disggsted wany
Teieh not this happs place— 'a aven of their own triends. In 8 word, by their

Mar st my hall of gladese, e apmeity and poliveal deeeit they have retevea
Neor eloud the sunny fuse. themselves odious. , Tie words of the poet are

soft delight eball chver to-night appliea bie 1o their administration : Sereitus crescit

The sparkling atarry erowd ; wova — ¢ @ slavery to-forwer tiwes unknown”

vd Larilling bossws, beating bright, The political 3twosphere may at presest seem

For joy ehall lsugh aloud. calm and servi, @ Bt we may rest assured that the

public

the waves of Confederation ; others, having e--{
caped a watery grdve, bave dafted to foreign |
lands, where they have consoled themselves 1o
swdying Natural History. The old captain has
beeu put in irons, the mate has absconded, the |

second wate bas lost the confidenee of the erew ; | the * Professor’s” window? There is another]!

the new Captain steers now 1o one direction, now
in another; sometimes the ship is left to hr-rsrlt’,‘
and is vidlently tossed about by the waves; even |
the raw, that bave stuck to the ship for a long
number of years, are fast abandoning her—a
pretty sute sign, it is said, of speedy shipwreek :
and the pamengers, naturally enough, are in a

state of ¢X rewe trepidation and despair, am-iuaf

that they are just drirting towards the rocks and
quicksands of destruetion.  The captain, iv order
to epforce his authority, has brought on board the
ship & pumber of warines, armed cap-a-pied with
swords, cutlasses, &e, and bhas pointed on the |
disafiected passengers two large swivel gune to |
keep them within bounds.  Under such circum- |
<tanees the poor tellows must be very civil and |
circumspect, but 1t is evident that they are only |

waiting Lhe ticst opportunity to seize the captan
and his satellites and swing them to the )‘ard-nrm.!
in order to preserve thewselves and the ship from
jminent destruetion. |

The Conservatives have humbuzged and deceiv-

feel aeute¥ o their confidence has bern

of honor like our ancestors—that politics bave

A

betrayed, how they buve been deceived, bullied
and nsuited, and they af2 unly awaiting the proper
apportunity to give wanifest proofs of their batred
ol political deception and tyrmany. Sowe think
that thete i but little differenes beiwern Liberals
and Tories, aid bence that theve sbould bea Coa-
Jition." Well, it is only blind mes whe eaunot
nce. Whis got Respansible Goverment for the,
rﬁ) Wiho passed the Free Education Biil!

G Tuttoduced popular suficage?  Who the

period this calamity passed npon wankiud the
worshippers of antiguity are ot guite agreed
Suwe say that the decay of publie.wgtan wascon-
temporaneous with the dechine of clasaai mrra-iperiuril,' i8 owing alinost 88 wuch to ahat we

The LIBERALS. | riod whea it
I 9 1| s that

supporting what is generally believed to be a kind
of Sehool-master Factory, but of whose influence
on society the public see as little as if its doors
were for ever kept locked, and the words,
* Haunted House,” painted in hideous letters over

little question about erippling the Acts of Educa-
tion tor which we would wish to ask a precedent,
but as the days of our enlightened Government,
for good or for evil, are all but ended, we are not
disposed to remind them of any snore of their sins
We are content to let them pase through the
death-struggle with as little reworse of conscience
as possible.

.
i

THE GOOD OLD TIMES.

Tae Good O!d Times and the wisdom of our
Aneestors are favorite subjects of adwiration
with a great wmany persone. They rever cease
lamenting that their lot is cast in our degenerate
day. Pbrhaps po prejudice has done wore harm
than this superstitious review of antiquity.
Among politiciane abuses the most glaring have
been defended and maintained on the sole ground
of their being sanctioned by the wisdom of our
Theologians have adhicred to the mos!
bigoted, narrow and intolerant waxims for ne

ancestors

other reason than that these inaxims were stamped
with antiquity, and handed down from our vene-
rable aneestors. Legal proceedings have been
disagraced by fictions, and arbitrary, nouseusical
rulea which frequently  prevented  justice aund
afforded a shield tor chicanery and fraud, and
wihieh were allowed loug to survive the exposure
of their 1idiculousness, just because they were pro-
geuies of the Good Old Times that gave biith to
Johu Doe aud Riebard Roe.
cur days many worthy people who will tell you
in the wmost solemn atyie of mworalization that the
men of the preseut day bave no fixed privciples

There are even in

enerated into selfishiess and snoboeraey—
that tne * Feligion has either altogether fled the
carth, o is 80 much mixed up with error as to be
a0 dogr tie Siwon Pure article that prompted
the burning of (e Lollards aud the witches of
New England—that, i short, public virtue has

alwost wholly left the eacth. At what precise

d
L
d

a4

sy, to thiew s palpnble wid pot-
et s 2SR I

@

fr
spread of edueation smong the peovle. But a
u

cnergy was exerted in speculation on that one
topic, we might naturally expeet to find people
devout. We are told that the time was when a
kuightgwhenever presentat mass, held the poirt of
t
tostguity his readiness to support it. But this war

1is sword before him, while the Gospel was read.

like devotion led to more lamentable consequences,

masmuch as it led the devotee to look upou
deviation from orthodoxy as a thing not to be
He first stigmatized Doubt by the

odious name of Heresy, aod then punished it as a

tolerated.

eriwe,  In our day, when every civilized wan

allows every otier man to pursue s thoughts on
religious and protaue subjects to any extent ol
speculation, we cau scarcely appreciate the bless-
g of such liberty, and are apt to forget the
norrors of the stricter orthodoxy of our forefathers
Further argument on this subject way be avoided
by referring to oue horrible writ devised by the
wisdom and enforced by the piety of cur an-
cestors: so common as to be one of the legal
forms given 1 elementary Books ot Practice, and
solong and lately eherisied by our wise forefathers
that a Protestant Sovereign repeatedly sxecuted
it, deliberately and hrerally, against harmless and
obseure Baptists.  Belng now rarely printed, and
not well Koo an to the heteredox of our degenerate
day, 1t will not, perhaps, be amiss to subui. it for
their pecusal, in the hope that it may excite an
awiul reverence for the ages when Sheriffs en-
inced victue and godliuess through the laud by its
grun authonty :—

**The Qaeen, &e¢, to the Mayor and Sheriffs of
Loudon, greeting :

Whereas the Venerable Father Thomas. Arch-
bishop of Caunierbury, ¥rimate of all Eunglaud, &e,
with the couseut and asseni of the Bishops and also
ot the whole clergy of his provinee i bis Provin-
clal Council assembled, the Urders of the Law in
this behall requisite beiug in all things observed
by his d-liuitive sentence, pronoanced and declared
Wilbam dawire, sometime chaplain, & manifest
Heretie, uud decreed Liw 1o be degraded, &e , una
hath decreed him the said Williaim Sawtre to be
lett and hath really lett hiw to the secular court.
accordiug to the laws and canonical sauection set
torth in this behalf, and Holy Mother Chareh hus
uothiug further to do in the premises: W E, ilicre-
fore, being zealous for justice uud a lover of the
Catholic Faith, willing to maintain and defend the
Holy Chuarch and she rights and libernes thereot
and (a8 much as 1w ws lies) w extirpate by the
roots such beresies and errors out of our Kiligdou‘
of England ; and to puuish heretics 8o convictea
with condign punishment; and being mindfal that
such beretics, convicted i form atoresaid, and con-
demunedt aceording to the law, divine aud homen
by canonical lustitution, and in this behalf ac
customed
of fire- -ComMmaND you most strictly as we can
ficmly enjoiuing that yon comwit to the fire the
aforesaid William Sawtre, being in your custody i
sowe public and open place within the liberties of
the City aforesaid. before the people pablicly, by
reason of the prennses. and canse him realiy 1o be
burnt in the sawe fire, in detestation of Lis erime,

and this you are by 0o means to owit at your pertd
In witness whereot, &e¢ &e.”
This is even worse than Distress for Rent !
Neither is it at all clear that the worals of
those primitive times were loftier or purer than
those of our own day. It has been well observed

by a modern historian that whatever we may

ity of men who live s a rude and barbarous state,
there 1 wuch more talsehood and even perjury
Pub-

he virtue is nothing but a wmore enlarged and

aweng them than awong ervibized natious.

wors cultivated reason, and pever flourishes to
any degree, nor is it founded on any principle ot
honor execept when a good education becomes
general  When perjury was cultivated by the
1
crime to belng compurgators—by requiring 72
witnesses to couviet a Bishop, 27 to couviet a

ridiculous habit of obliging those suspected o

deacon, and only two to conviet a laywan; wheu
litigated points were seitled by the combat of
chosen chawpions—it is hard to turm a very high
estimate of the morals of those who volunteered
their oathe as compurgators in a strange cause,
or their prowess to elicit the will of Heaven
conceruing a dispute of the merits of which they
were totally ignorant. The morals of the com-
purgator and champion must have been on a
level with the wisdom of the law. The History
of Literature, especially that of English Liter-
ature, proves that public worals inprove with
the spread of koowledge and civilization. The
grows liceatiousness of a great portion of the most
magnificent literary productions of the classic

authors is at onee a proof of their genins and iw-
morality.  From the days of Wycherly and Con-
greve down to the present the woral tone of our
owu literature has been steadily improving.  The
writings of Dryden and Pope, Smollett and Field-
ing, are infinitely chaster than the writings of
the authors of the Res'oration,—yet some of their
productions are too indelicate aud sensuous for
he purer worals or better taste of the present
generation.  To-day’s reader of Peregrine Pickle
and Count Fathom will be rather amused at
Swollett’s voast when he “flitters himself that he
has expunged every adveuture, phrase and in-
inuation that could be construed by the maost
delicate reader into a trespass on the rules of
decornm!”  The gradual improvement of public
morals in recent times is well illustrated by a
story related by Sir Walter Seolt. A grand aunt
f bis, who lived to an old age with unabated
igor of intelleet, asked Lim if he had ever seen
Mrs. Behn's novels, and expressed a wish to see
them, as they were :auch admired in her younger
days. Mrs. Behn's works, approaching too near
the maaners of Charles the Second’s time, Sir Wa!-
ter sent the book sealed aad addressed,  Private
nd confidential.” The next time he met his
coerable aunt she returned the book properly
wrapped up, with these words—* Take back your
bouuy Mrs. Behn, and if you take my advice put
her in the fire, for 1 ound it inpossible to get
through the very first novel. But is it not,” she

s

v

a
v

said, “a very odd thing that I, an old woman of
eighty aad upwards, sitting alone, feel wyselt
ashamed to read a book which sixty years ago I

b

¢

ave heard read aloud tor the amusement of large
ireles, eonsisting of the first and most ereditable

society in Loudon 1

Tewperauce people complain that vendors of

strong drink in our day follow the calling in a

wanuer not very conducive to public morals, but

men of the last generation have recorded that it

was 4 custow of publicans in their younger days

» entiee thew custumers with potices paioted

on their siguboards, to the effect, “ You way here
get druvk for @ peuny, dead drunk for two peuce,

od have clean straw for nothiug.”
Tu proof of the superiority of wodern over an-

cient sud medieval eivilization we are apt to

well o exclusively upon the great strides we
ave wade L mechanieal iuventions und scientific
iscoveries—the wonderiul application of steam
ud electriciny—ihie increase of eowtort resulting
ot the aceumulation of wealth, and the general

ttle refleetion will convinee us that this su-

ture,—~others make it exist about the e (ba;uavc lost 88 to what we base gained—is owing
fast ot the Apostles suffered wartyrdom.  Bage |as much Lo our having abandoued the barbarvus
assert its departure at ‘lh' rise of the Mm Wﬁb’ aud eredulous theories of our angesiors
tiun,—others trace its last flicker abaut the time | gs W
of the death of Ceorge 1, or the passing of the |our o

« acquirement of wore rativnal sues of
We no longer jusge 8 wan for his
o, “his body with & * buning.
Oy od of his aoul. D |

onghit to be burut with a berning tame

and to the manifest example of o'her Christians ;

Hnagine  concerning the usual truth and r‘ln('r-(;-

thumb-serew und the boot; Catholies are no longer
forbidden to have their children educated o their
own religiony wor are they disqualified from
holding vr inheriting land by reason of their not
l"“h
ple no longer buy wind and rain from wizards;
nor are old women burnt alive for viding the wind
on a broomstick.  Formalaries for exoreisms are

subscribiug the Declaration against Popery

v
both sexes from the pollution of intercourse with
infernal fiends.  The Devil no longer attempts to
throttle those he cannot vanquish 1o arguvient, as
he repeatedly did with the redoubtable Martin
Luther. Dutch women no longer bring torth
sooterkins—no Rob Roy MceGregor steals cattle
he was too lazy to rear j—daring Freebooters and

10 longer preseribed to protect the innocent of

Borderers, who, in their day, aclieved historical
notoriety, would now be convicted as thieves ol
Oar weonlight has
Men's

lives ave not endangered by the baveful wfluence

hanged as wurderers.

fairies, aud the darkuess has no ghosts,

of comets, or rendered wiserable by the response
of the augurer or the interpretation of a dream.
We may stil bave viees (o curb aud ervors to
corvect, but areview of the superstitions credulity
of our ancestors will surely ecuvinee every un-
prejudiced man that our race bas owthved a great
That
kind miserable by exeiting untounded fears, and

wass of folly aud  error rendered wan
punishing as crimes speculations and opimions that
ure now properly considered not anmcuable to
legal correctinn.  The long and arduvus struggi
for liberty by the people of every ecountry iu
wodern times has been one contintous coutest
with wtolerant and oppressive legislation and ab-
surd maxims, tabricated in the Good Old Thees
by the Wisdom of our Ancestors, and perpetuated
by the selfishuess or prejudices of those who ye-
verently and blindly tollowed in their footsteps.
When we remewmber the vast amount of ridicu-
lous -nonsense our forefathers believed, and the
prolific source of wisery that their evedulity and
ignorance were to mankind, it is astouishing th o
any weasure should be now supported wmerely be-
cause it recomwended itself to the wisdom oi eur
The wass of nonsensical beliefs and
erude theories, now happily exploded, proves tbat

ancestors.

our ancestors were far from bemg paragons ol
wisdom—that they were scarcely moderately
wise. Nor isthe distant past the Old Tunes—it
~as but the infaney of the world—the green age
of our nation’s youth, when our forefathers,
igvorant of things now famihiar to little clildren,
groped their way in undiscovered regions of expe-
riment to search at haphazard for results which
their knowledge did not enable them to arrive al
by an act of reason. The Good Old Times in-
deed! The Good Old Tune—the best Old Tine
that ever dawnced upon the world is the Present

We are older because we number more years
trom the ereation. We are wiser because we
have the expericnee of all ages as a lamp o osr
The Present is the Good Old Time, Lioary
with age, learned 1o all knowledge, wise in the

leet,

accummulated wisdow of all the sages of the past.
lustead of foolishly worshipping the imaginary per-
tections of bye-gone days, let us ratver be thankful
tor the excellent wercies of the Preseat, and
look forward to the Good Time Coming; tor,

“ There'® a good time coming, boys,

A good tiwe coming ;
We way vot live to see the day,

But earth shall glisten in the ray
Of the good time coming.

Worth not Birth ghall rule mankind,
Aund be ackuov ledged stronger;
The proper iwpulse hus been given :

Wau a little longer.’

[FOR THE ExaMiNER |

A CURSE.

A enrse there is of ample boand,

k A
Iu huwan eireles ever found— ,'
A gangrene thing of fawal toils

Tusidnons, life consnming coils—

Winding around the human frame—
Round head, and heart, and sonl, gnd l.v:ain,
With dread embrace its vietims roand,
Dread us fell Boa ever wound ;

His sealy nervons twisis aronud ;

i1l erash’d and bleediug. lifciess lay
The creatare for the mouster's prey

But ah! a winning, pleasing foe,
This enrse which charms to utter woe,
In friendly gnise—deceptive. worn,
Seductive, wily, eheerful borne—
And blandly to its eourts invites ;
There yilds the baus: of false delivhta—
Cheers ou with subtle artful voice ;
Might Pandemoninm’s hosts rejoice,
"Till treacherous vice trinmphant stands,
And swiles o'er rain of hier hands.
If farher of this enrse you'd know,
Read on—these lines lay bare and show
Its vane, its victims, viee and woe.
Then come, my friend, no wizard hand
Ilusive peints at my command—
No foul imposter here I stand,
No dark delasion do present,
But trath unfold of dire intent,
If such you seek, with me agreed,
Enquire and learn as we proceed —
To scan crime’s wretched victies o’er
Aud probe this carse into its core.

Ask Lim on gallows seaffold bound—
Ask him with gibbet irons crown'd—
Ask impious haud deep gorey dyed

In the fell blood of suicide—

Ak Incest, iu its foul array—

Ask the adulterer, flush’d for prey—
Ask the deceiver, as he flies

To gain sedoction’s glowing prize —
Ask prostitation, steep’d in woes—
Ask the blasphemer, big with oaths—
Ask gelf-respect, in charnel weeds—
Agk dark dishonor's reeking deeds—
Ask cheat, and sveophant, and liar—
Ask mind debased by abject hire—
Ask destitution, vagrant, lean,

Aud spangiag loafers, sickly, mean—
Ask the maim'd limb and brokea brow—
gk him on cratches bobbling now—

-

Ask him with blood stained heavy eyes—
Ask himm whoin the gatter lies—

A
A

A<k her who groans with weepiugs wild—

sk each whose hope is but a shred—
sk those for whom affection’s dead —

Ask poverty’s sad, hungry ehild—

Ask pallid elleeks wad loathsome forma—
Ask beauty's wrecks aud passion’s storms—
Ask repatation s maugled name—

Ask healih destroyed—ask fallen fame —
Ask friendship’s boud iu piieous twain—
Ask love in ruiu robed und pain—

Ask broken heart aud tortured brain—

Ask dyiug oue aud towbsione urear

\
Ask the poor waniac 1n his eell

Viio rests, who writhes unismely here—

At senie short lucid interval-—

Ash him, 1o geuius brightly wed,

Who begs alouy the streets for bread—
Ask howes where discord rawpaut rears,
Aud blows aqud curses retd iheir spheres—
Ask the self-bauisk'd way ward oue,

Poor exile from an aching home—

Ask auvery’s raugs that Sauut the gale—
Ak starviug wilions iu their wail

Why banger's paugs incessant prey,

Aud wasie W boues their Hesh away,

Aud bloat aud bloteh with loailisowe sore
The face which eret fresh beauty bore—
Ask siu aud woe of every birth,

Which reekiug mars this gorweous earth ;
Aud when yon've asked and probed she root,
Au nd wheu each assuwed the brate,
Aund wheunce dhe shafi which pierced liw through,
Aud his fair pristive virtue slew —

W iint cheer'd him on to muny crimes

That stain the preseut wnd past tiwmes,

Aud foul'd the heavenly imayge Lere,

And stamp’d upon ls heart despar,

And hutl'd him o’er destruction’s brink,
futal tale begins with driuk—
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Allure, decoy the wenk nway,
In slimy vice. sonl-deep, astrny—

()'er Virtne's corpse and bouor dend,

Lends the lost slave with impious tread.

This curse of buse satanic birth

Siites hope of Lienven—wrecks pence on earth ;
Within its pale of widnight dye

The virtues all dethroned lie,

And vice succeeds aud infumy.

What millions loved, what millions prized,
This monster curse hus sucrificed ;

And hourly still oblaticns rise,

In crimes, and tears, in groans aad sighs,

From its foul fane U*mk;t

January, 1867, g
SOCIETY IN CHARLOTTETOWN FORTY
YEARS AGO.

WERAXD.

“There's a feeling within us that loves to revert
To the werry old tiwes that are gome."”
AxoN.

Tx giving the following extract from a private
letter on the state of society in Charlottetown
forty years since, we violate no confidence in
s0 doiug — we conceive that np apology is
H('C\‘aa.ll'\' e

“You labor under a mistake if you suppose
that when speaking, as I did the other evenirg,
with a certain degree of warmth of approbation
of Charlottetown forty years sinee, I intended
to assert that the present race had degenerated.
Far fram it; what I meant to convey was that
the manners, habits and customs of the people,
and their modes of living, were more conform-
able to their means, and were more productive
of hospitality and good feeling than perhaps
exists amony us at the present day. I will en-
deavour to illustrate this by a few details of life
in Charlottetown at that period. #Ta the first
place we were all comparatively poor—plenty,
however, of the necessaries aud comforts,
though few of the luxuries of life.
more secluded ; steamboats were not; and the

We were

post day, after the winter had set in—which it
did in this respect earlier than now—occurred
at intervals of a month. We lived in greater
‘amiliarity one with the other than would be
possible or even desirable at the present day.
Dinner parties were infrequent; but we made
up by the old-fashioned, comfortable, cosy sup-
pers, preceded by rubbers of whist, round games,
The
demon of politics had not as yet sounded the
uote of discord, setting parties at variance ; and
when the Legislature assembled, the presence of’
its members was huiled with the satisfaction
that arose from the break in the monotony of

and the not infrequent impromptu gance.

life, and as they took their duties easily, work-
ing only in the day time, and devoting the
evening to enjoyment, it became rather a sea-
son of increased festivity than of severe parlia-
Theu it was the Wellington,
or rather Howel's, as it was more frequently
called, was in its glory. Rum, gin and brandy
punch were the usual accompaniments of the

mentary labour.

evening session of the Howel Parliament, last-
ing till far in the nizht. I well remember the
tirst of these sederunts, at which I assisted—as
the French say. Tae principal personage, and
who had the greatest share of the discussion, if
such it mizht be ealled, was an old white-haired
Hizhland zentleman, who had, I belieye, been

was vehemeutly insisting that the Gaelw
lanzuaze was the wmost copious, heautiful,
energetic, and musical of all the tongues
spoken by the childien of men since the
destruction of the tower of Babel — that
it was so closely coununected with, and re-
sembled the Latin so much that antiguariene
were in doubt as to whether the Romans
derived their angzuage from his Gelic an-
cestors, or the latter from those of the Romans.
Having, with all humility, veutured a doubt
whether the words “ trowsers ™ or ¢ carpet ™
could have any corresponding word in Gaelic. 1
was assured that such was the case, and im
mediately two loud jaw-breaking words were
sounded 1in my ears, one of which, I was told,
signified a covering for the thighs, and the
nher a cloth for the floor. I was, of course,
silenced, though not convinced.

e}

It was guite a common occurrerce in those
days for men hizh in rank to spend the evening
at Howel's, solacing themselves with the
creature comforts above mentioned. In private
houses after the accustomed tea and its ac-
companiments, cranberry punch hot was the
heverage, and it was by universal consent ad
mitted 1o be the right thing. It was unques-
tiouably a time of geunuine hospitality; no
stranger put his foot on the shores that was not
welcomed by the class ol society to which he
laid claim, and treated with the best the place
afforded. It is true that visitors from all parts
of the world were not as numerous as they have
There was also, more sociable
intercourse, if T may be ailowed the express
ion, between families, than there scers to be at
present.  The quiet suppers above alluded to
were, if not conducive to health, eminently
productive of good fellowshin, and were in
truth pleasant reunions. In fact, we were then
compelled to rely more on one another fo
amusement than is necessary now. There was
one weekly newspaper, it is true, which might
serve to while away an hour in the perusal,
and one or two more throughout the week in
discussions on its contents. The wunt of in-
tellectual food became 8o pressing that a
Book Club was formed, and a number of ex-
cellent standard works were imported, which
were of muach service, and afforded great
gratification tq both the elder and the rising
members of society. (A good public Library
is much waated ut the present day.)

The society of Charlottetown was, forty years
sinee, limited in uumber, and grass grew in
moet of the streets. Furniture and dress were
plain and unostentatious. If Champazne was
conspicaous by its absence, Uysters were no less
0 by their presence and cheapness. Ina word,
if we were lizhter in purse, we were compen.
sated by a corresponding lightness of spirits.
We shot fuliy as it flew.  Assemblies, amateur
theatricals, ¢¥riole dniving, as it was then call-
ed, wore away the winter ; and if we were not
a wiser, I think we were a merrier set of peo.
ple than, with increase of wealth and conse
quent auzmentation of care, we have siuce be-
Such, hawever, is the natural course of

When I take my quiet contemplative |
walk through the City, and look at the plate|
glass windows, glittering and radiaut with!
plate, cut glass, silks, sating, laces aud urticles |
of virtu, 1 say to myself, this is ull as it shou dl
but I remember that forty years siuce|
we had none of these things ; and what is more |
to the purpuse, were full as happy if, not more |
so, than those of the present day, whose cir-|
cumstauces enable them 1o purchase, or those |
w ho must be content with the sizht without the |
pussession.”’

Ia the remainder of the letter the writer in-
dulgzes in personalities which we couid not
venture, notwithstandia g the lapse of time, to!

since become.

cume.

thin s,

be;

(

: . % : i
Jive puh.mlty to, withuut ncwTing more dis-

pleasure aud complaiut than we are wiiling 10|
eacuuLler.

[For THE EXAMINER ]

NOW I LAY ME DOWN.
“ Now I lay me down to sleep ' —
Sweet these words recur 10 me—
“ 1 pray thee. Lord wy soul 1o keep,”
Lisp d beside my wother s knee,
As 0'er here Bueeling child 1 joy
Shie said ~* God bless wy prayiug boy”

i 2

“ If [ shonld die before I wake
My elusped hands upon her kuce,

“ ] pray thee, Lord, my roul to tuke ;**
* Amen ! then sweetly suwiling. she

at one time Spe.ker of the Assembiy, and whot

Gauve good night kiss and blessiug o,
As ouly mother's love cau do.

Oar Father. God omuipoteut—
Of gooduess taithfui oue,
“Neaid thy mysienons finuauent
Upder thy vital sun—
Kave thine within
B _ﬁb‘

p'e who iahabit | rel to all Christians a thivd part of what was | A spirit of lh'e art of liell— X is 3
t ure pigmies, intellectually and phy!fetlly. with | owing by them toJews.”  Coures or justice have All potent with a serpent shurm of his co i touching the character 4 1
1ttle honow honesty or govdness. ceased to extract evidenow from witnesses by the To fascinate to deadly.harm— and qual 101 certuin members of the

bly. Our triend says a grea
iy yoas, in his prefutory semarks, in hie
usual ponderous style, to convey lus displeasure
at our remarks last week as aniatroduction 1o
the letter we then published.  We did not expect
our fhiead would be very vell pleused with our
jocular remarksj and to make them as little
displeasing as possible, we made them jocular,

L But now that our triend lectures, or sermonizes

at us in the gravest possible manner, and im-
putes the Lord knows what motives hecause
we do not concur with him' in opinjons—wé
writings of his about ¢ Conservatism aud
Liberalsm,” and the Fancy Porteaits which
have fullowed them, have doue us uo goud, but
very much harm. - Most people ave not disposed
to listen to any propositions about a coalition *
Government at the presect time, wheu the
party in office are well aware that the country
is prepared to pronounce a very emphatic ver-
dict agaiust them,  When the elections shall
be over, it the Liberals and Conservatives shall.
be about even, why thén we may talk abont a
Coalition ; but if one party should win the po-
pular sutfrage far ahead of the other, no one
would dream of a Coalition. As regards the
Fancy Poitraits of gentlemen whose principles
and policy. are opposed to those of Tue Ex-
AMINER, we admit them cheerfully enough;
but we can not help smiling at the lavish, in- ;
discriminate and extravagant ‘praise—(which
might be taken for burlesqu~ ouly thut we
kuow our friend never jests)—upon public men
in the narrowest sphere of political hie. If
the gentlemen whose portraits are shown to
an admiring public, are pleased with the like-
nesses, we congraulate them on the pleasure
which they may derive from the inspection.
We have some pleasure, too, from the exhibi.
tion, but it is not of that nature which, in our
heart, makes us think better or worse of the
originals to the portraits.—Ep. Ex'r.]

[FOR THE EXAMINER.]

POLITICAL PORTRAITS.
Tuvidiam placare parus virtute relicts 7
Nulla venanaw litera mista joeo est.

Nothing can shike the steady resolution of
that wan whose mind is under the wfluence of
justice and princple.  When 80 inspired, such
a man has entered upon a task—voluntarily, or

A

The mere witticisms, however brilliani, which -
may be directed against hiw for that purpose,.
will be spent in van.  Fhey may, perbaps,
* make the wmworthy laugh ™ ; but they ** eannot
but wake the Jadiclous grieve.” Aud, as for tie
bolts o ** eovy, hatred, and malice ", which may
bappen to be aimed at Lim, ot ooly is be secure
against thew in an armour of proot—the recti-
tude of his intentions ;— but ﬂl::(mym
cepted by the mgis of public 5 pro-
tﬂ"ll\‘r ufyltu own mg—!‘ .Mu - o (?
ground: or, if mjory Wroug! m i,
like ** the curse causeless,” is expernenged by
those wio bave designed it.

When the delineator of these Political Portraits
and writer of the artieles on Co and
Liberalisu, which have appeared 10 the Ezawner
of the last fow wtu.nnﬁ:ed upou bunsell the
task, of which t'ey have n the prodace, was
in the honest hope -that, at the present .".‘
dispassionutely vead by the leuding and patnotie
wen of both pasties, they would sensibly uperate
to the extinetion of pr%ﬂm and animost.
fes, tend to the bringing about a woioy, founded:
on political and counusen interests—
a union which would seenre to the coustry the
ownt services ol her best pubhe men, both of the
Conservative and of the Liberal Schook

That his object was a laudable one, bw, he
believes, will deny ; und that ne has Ntherto
pursued it in & manner of which he can lswe ne-
reason 1o be ashamed, he feels tully assured. His
object hasbeen the establishuwnt of “uuity, pears:
and concord” between the two parties.  To.ite
end, by an exbhution of their direct ma:lr
vergences, e has honestly  endeavou to
prove to both prrtics how absurd it s 10 atempt
to keep up distuiciions, where, 1 reality, tivee 18-
no difference.  And it, when speaking of hem,
cither in their conghnmerate aspeets, are indsidu-
ally, he has ehosen to look only upon the lairest
side, hee cannot believe that any truly gosi ez
wise man will censure him for having donese.

He is well eeusinerd of the truth of the Iislisa
proverb, whieh says, Every medal has sts reverse,
He is, cousequently, well awsare that no e
ling party in a state has ever been perfeot or
borne kway so wisely as to avoud the couisnon
of sing not easily torgiven, or of errors not swu *
to be forgotten s and well, also, is he aware tat,
to whatever Boucarable trusts or bigh positoss.
politicians may be individually raised, there ure
tew, very few, of such dignitaries in whose cats
—aye, although their very best—some holes—and
in sowe cases, very ugly ones tou—wmay not, with
little expense of labor be found out aud exposd
to public view, and worse, moeh worse, thau ris
dicule. It wold eestainly bhave been eary or
i, in moest epndemnatory lnoguage to bhave
dwelt upon the “ins or mistakes of parties ; or,
after the most disseputable fashion ol sowe of
the Canadian asutr-Coulederale papers, to bhare
endeavoured, by mesus of public scandal, to fx
indelible stiginas apon the names of some of the
leading wen in thwe Colony. But detraction is,
not his element ; he bas po taste for it, and cos- .
sequently, he has experienced no difficuity in &-
chewing it, To these towhom 1t affords pleasure,
he 15 quite willing that a wooopoly of it shall be
insured.

Inthe eulogiums which he has bestowed, vither
upon partice or wdividuals, he has— whilt
merely abstainiug o ULGECrSETaYy OFlisure—
written nothing but the truth.  That suck eulogiumes -
would be unpalatabeand offensive to sone persvas, .
he very well knew ; dut that knowledge did nete
deter o from thels utterance ; aud be now cos-
fidently defice any whose dudgeoa they wey have-
exeited to prove thad they Lave been undescrved--
ly given.

In what he has written, he Las been altogether -
uninfluenced by party predilections; he has hud
no private ends to serve; and he bas steadily
kept in view nothing but what be concicved would .
be tor the public weal.  His pen bas honestly re--
corded his sentiments, and no one cun justly up-
brawd b with the basences of haviag wrilien.
one thing whilst thinkiog soother.

Tuis defenee of what be has written under the
above named beads, bas been draw s from  bics us”
w weetiiul reply te the joular ediberial PYTT
versious thereon contatnd in the B8t Nu. oi e
Ezaminer. Phat it wuy have been intended (hat.
Lhose awimadversivue shoeld be regurded @8 bo-
thing bul an cmauabioon of gaite de ced, Lie s
very willing to belwse 5 but spusticely as ticy
way bave been penned Le eannot Belp Uik ing=—
and therelore, begs beave to spy—idal, whelber
considered us divected sgaiust bpssell, or ae lev-
clied at those whose golitical chataciers he has
attempled to delinvate, she gasde Which gase Ueus
birth could scarcely—te sy the keask ol Ii—bLave
been wore causclessly wmipiv) vd.

Doubting vot the ready recognition, un the pard
ol L bou. Editor of U Ksaminer ol (e propieiy
ot this reply Lo bis ather biliug jocvsdy, wud s
consequent adwission 1o the  coilins of his
paper, e political user—w bolly unawcuied by
secent tepivhension, sl guite reckives ol whab
further rebuke way Yot be u reserve lor Liw—
Wil now resuie bis ocenpation, bol deubliog thes
e iudulgent hincaone o which be slicady uwee.
w0 ek, will cheeriully be conilnued o L
i sball have cuabled e to subinil the rewai :

ol s procilligs—aow bul lew—1y e ‘udguett
ol e pablic. .

HON. JUOSEPH MENSLEY, M. P, P.

The public character ot (e Hou. Juseph

ley 1% -l::« which, 15 Ms eutive Urulbiuluess, it is
ot difficult to debinesie. e X “,,
As Josoplic bawyer, Mr. Hensley ie

ouly m-u.::umd“u- whal way be called the ‘.—.‘

wover of the Englisd Coustitution ; but—largely nne'
bued with 15 1ree and lving spinil-—se 8 poliien
and a saiesgan, be ursics el sl hgsauon

wid goservimeut shonsd e i seowrd with (e v
Lelligent Wishes, couvieiwis, sud tapecialiose of

ihe

ing-ition g enotber
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