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REPORT

OF FHE
ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY,
For the year ending Tth March, 1856,

The period bavin; in arrived when it
Inoonup:;- daty of ;n:rr Committee to render
an 'account of their stewardship for the past

year, the; much pleasure in submitting
the ’fnllo{mi‘t rocords and accounts for. your,
approval. ey consider it their duty, how-
ever, in the first instance, to hnil'y their

gratitade to o kind Providence for hia merey
and beneficence in bles the labours of the
farmers generally throughout the Island with
abundant crops. ATR213

In taking a retrospective view, of the general
lture of the Island, your Committee ob-

rogress in the development of the
’wplzh‘u indu: I‘*’: the dpm
r, fostered by the Society, and

ication of manures, and
crops, is capable of bringing any
description of grain and roots to maturity.
Reports of Agricultural Committees and
f Directors are usually confined to dry,
of Meotings, Cattle Shows, &e. but your,
Committee are of opinion thata fow observa-
tions on farming generally may not be amiss
in this and fature reports. g
The necessity for constant exertion on the
part of the farmeris too obvious to require'
dise n. Nothing should be left undone on

the farm till to-morrow that could possibly he
dono to-day, for ona farm ovory succeeding
foritself.

day will bring a_sufficiency of wor
Days are succeeded by weeks, weeks by months
anil ‘mooths by ‘sessuns’ 16 rapid succession.
Active and unwearied industry in the autumn
«especially, 80 long as the woather keeps open,
is of the utmost importance, in order that every
thing may bo properly arranged for the winter,
and much of the plwghlnﬁ completed for
the following year as possible, deep ploughing,
ds_highly essential to for deop
soils, ses many advantages. ey retain
‘moisture in dry seasons much better than those
of a shallow description, and allow the wet
escapo readily in rainy weather. Almost ovory
plant desires depth of soil, deep soils, under
the same management, will farnish a much
eater amount of food than shallow ones.
'he deepening of a thin soil should be aflected
gradually, unless tho fuamer has o very lar
supply of manure, which, in this country, is
seldom the case, Attention to this subject
although necessary at all times, s possibly
mora 8o at present, when, from the high prices
of produce, farmers may be induced to crop
little harder than An inch or two of

0’ was great, but the crop wi

oved the turnips, s second dressing of half the
oantity, mixed with burnt clay or wood ashes.
'he use of Guano is very much on the increase
in Greas Britain. In ten months, ending the
h of November, 1854, 170,667 tons were

i and in the same period of 1855,
723 tons were imported—thus shewing the
value attached to it after a trial of twenty
years. 1tis principally applied in Great B

tain in growing turnips, bat it is applicable
for other crops. It lnpl.bt'n sed in Ihlz:lllh-d
for & number of yeas the _following
extracts, relative to the ity used and mode
of nprlleu n, taken from an authentic source,
your Committes are of opinion may be of use
to those who have not f’ dy given it & trial.
The first extract points out the method of

applying it for tarnips :—
* The land had borne two crops of oats in
succession, previous to_being ploughed in the
fall. Tt was cross-ploughed twice in the spring,
and the stonvs and weeds gathered clean oi
It was then drilled with a double-moulded
plough, the ridges being twenty inches sepa-
rate, from centro to centre, and the furrows
Dot 80 deep by some inches, as on the part of|
the field intended for farm-yard manure. On
this being done, one of the men took a bucket-
ful of manure, and with bis hand strewed it|
along the bottom of the drill, at the rate of|
two ewt. peracro. This is a very simple oper-
ation, the ouly difficulty at starting,
when the men are apt to spread it too t
two_cwt. (about two bushels), being a very
small quantity over an acre of ground. On
the manure being spread, it was covered about
five inches deep with the same plough, and the
seed sown 08 usual with a turnip barrow or
drill, a light roller having been previously
ssed over the dril's to flatten them a little.
'Fue piece intended to be dressed with farm-
yard manure, was treated in tho same way,
only substituting forty-five cart loads of the
latter, well rotted, for the two cwt. of Guano.
* The after cultivation consisted in keoping
the crop clean, by the occasional use of the
hoe and cultivator. As to the result, I cannot
say that the difference in favour of the Guano
ular, and

the young plant grew
vigour, which would tend in @ great
to counteract the fly. But even bad the result
been greatlyin favour of the farm-yard ma-
nure, what an immenso saving of labour alone
would be eflocted—amounting, as nearly as
possible, to the whole expence of the Guano,
without taking into consideration the value of |
the farm-yard manure.
vidence thus given as to the valae of|
a turnip fortilizer, appears to your
iderable’ impor ,“and
not wish o see it used as
for dung, yet its easy ap-

of
although they would
ire i

virgin soil will relieve the surface. A
Tho preparation and proper o of]
mapure i subject which your Committee| plication, in & short and hurri

of the highest importance, and
t their duty to call the attention
of the farming public to the matter, in conse-
quence of the breadth of turnips now grown
in the Island, and the difiiculty of providing a

ook upo
they consider il

sufficient quantity of f-rm-{nd dung for all
f the farm. In the preparation
o manure, 1t should. be borae in

«of farm-yard manure,
aind !Iuyl manure produced by cattle, fed on
‘turnips and_straw, is much superior to that
from cattle fod on hay alone, and of nearly
50 per cent more value than the droppings of
stock wintered on straw itself.
1t would, thereforo, as regards the manufac-
taro of manure, and for many other reasons,
be greatly more to the advantage of th farmer
to winter a smaller number of cattle, and fee
more liberally. As urine is the most valuable
ortion of farm-yard manure, stock of all
inds should be amply supplied with litter.
Tho difi-rent kinds of farm-yard dung should
bo regularly mixed in the heap, and greatat-
tention pnii{ to its preservation, by keeping it
in n compact heap, and adopting other moans
to prevent the virtuo being washed out of it
by heavy rains. The regular mixing of the
different kinds will prevent the too rapid de-
composition of the beap, and the escapo of the
various gasses, which constitato its value.
‘Barnt clay is & valuablo manure when- pro
porly propared and applied. . It will benefi
almost every deseription of soil, and very
crops of tarnips, burloyand grass, &e.
been raised with it alone. 3
Peat and marsh mud are also of much im-
rtance, and when well rotted by being mixed
With & cortain quantity of farm-yard dung, in
A layers, as diveoted by Judge Poters in

t

ho Society's
nd depots

porior manure.
uce of sea fowls of|
South America and

T8, ‘which is to be had gra
awn. §n town, and at ;ll{lu
in the country), form & ver,

‘Guano, which is the pr
thiat name, on tho const of |
Islands on the coast of Africa, y valua-
ble and powerful fertilizer of easy application.
Two hundred weight of Peravian Gusng, which
Wil cout in this Taand about £3, will, if pro-

rly applied, raiso a crop of turnips equal to
Eﬂy—ﬂvu lodds of farm-yard manare. The

r rsous to the use of]
objection taken by some ll’: of the manure is

A ito Hitlo workaalled .« Hinte to. Farm- | o

spring, must
render it & valuable auxilliary to the farm-
yard. n

The following experiment relativo to the use
of Guano, as & top-dressing for wheat, may
also be of servico in shewing the bemefits re-
sulting from a moderate outlay of capital :—

“1 had a piece of potatoes, alter oats,
in front of my home, containing an acre and
one-cighth manured with fifty-one horso cart
loads of mixed manure from tho farm-yard,
which produced a very good crop. ‘The land
was ploughed and_sown during the first week
of May the following season, with two and a

uarter bushels of red bald wheat. Abouta
ortni d t was prot-
ty well up, it w ro uring damp
weather, with Guano, at the rate of two cwt
per acre, being sown broadeast with the hand,
in the same manner as grain. Very shortly
after the application, the Guano graia appear-
ed of a much darker green, und made such a
strong growth, that it very soon uvertopped a
warrow ridge which was left in the centro of
the picco undressed—a marked difference being
observable during the whole summer. —The
grain was not at all aflcted by the rust, and
previous to being cut, that which received the
Guano was fally eighteen inchies taller than
the other, measuring nearly six feet in beight.
On being thrashed out and measured, the re-
sult, in good marketablo grain, fit for seed,
was at the rate of thirty-eight bushels to the
acre for the Guano, and fwenty-seven or nearly
for that portion omitted, &e., &e.” Many si-
milar statements could be given, but these
may bo sufficient to induce & fair trial.

Tn relation to the crops in the Island for the
past our Committee have to report, that,
ravages committed by the wheat|

en below

t
fiy, the wheat crop generally. b
the usual average. Many remedies have been
tried nﬁmh to counteract this growing evil,
and the most popular and effective has been
that of late sowing, but in some situations this
has fuiled, and it is ver, e that the in-
sect may also change its habits to suit the late-
ness of the grain. Although tho babits of this
insect aro well known, yet'your Committeo
havo to roport, that no effzctive remedy has
bean discovered to counteract the ravages of
this destructive littlo inscgt. Deep |1|ou%|;‘ g
in tho autunin has been tried, the object boin,

to eover the grab dropped from the wheat ears
in the autamn so deep, that it could n:t foree

that the wh
ga:::?n Dby the first crop, and that the after
crops are i.nm.. can be obviated,

Thi
by giviug the erop which may suc-

its way to the surfaco in the sprivg; but this

{1ty s rs,
boon, s0g

of the crop in the summer, about the time the)

bovering over the fields, have also

ggested, without any. very ' bencficial

result. our Committee would recommend

the farmer to be most particular when dress-

ing his grain, to bave all the siftings and swep-
o

ings of the barn floor carel y
uraing, or boiling for the pigas »...?.'.‘;.n’,
the best method of getting ltr of the pest
pormanently would ‘be. to- steres (hem - ous
ceasing to grow wheat for a season or two
entirely. 1 Ahia plan ware adopled ia tho dis-
tricts most aflected, and barley substituted, the
farmers would guin by the changs.

The barley crop has been good, and prices
bighly remunorative.  The wot) of this Toland
generally is better adapted for barley than
wheat, the latter crop requiring a stronger soil
than we 8.

=

although small patoh
unfavorable situsti
frosts.

affered from_the early
tee being of opinion that

el and a half bushels lmperial of the black
Tartarian variety from their See in Li-
verpool lust spring, which wero divided into
two equal portions between Jobn Lyall, Esq.,
of the Warren Farm, and Mr. George Smith, of
the Royalty, on the understanding that the
Society were to receive back the original quan-
tity, and take the remainder of the produce at
3s. per bushel. Mr. Lyall sowed his portion
upon a field of two acres of old sod land, and
the result was ninety bushels of marketable
grai Smith sowed upon an acre of land
of the same description, and the result was
forty-cight bushels. The grain is now in the
store of the Society, and will be sold at 3s. 6d.
per bushel, in quantities not excseding twenty-
ive bushels to one person.

A chango of seed being at all times very de-
sirable, it is hoped that the public will avail
themselves of thisopportanity. Itisa common

ractice with farmers of experience in Scot.
land, to change their seeds of all kind once in
threo years. This system your Committe
would ‘wish to see more Fnemlly adopted in
Prince Edward Island. In the change, care
should be taken to procure seed frem a con:
derable distance, and from a soil inferior to
your own.

The turnip crop of 1855 was not

nerally so

uence of receiving a severe cheek from a fow
iays of cold bleak weather when about half’
grown, from which the plant never recovered.
In the neighbourhood of St. Eleant e far-
mers must have escaped this visitation, for
nothing could be more satisfactory than the
crops this season, us indicated by “the retarns
sent down. The average of ten competitors
was 1,202 23 bushels of fifty-six lbs.—the
bighest being 1417 bushels per acre. Theso
are crops perfectly unknown in goneral culti-
vation in Great B ; and it would be very
satisfactory if some of the competitors publish-
ed an account of the method adopted to obtain
such a large average.

Your Committee congratulate the country on
the steady and progressive increase in the
growth of this most valuable root, and hope
that the great demand for improved stock of all
kinds, from the ncighbouring Provinces, will
prove a still further stimulus in extending the
cultivation of the turnip, for without it very
little can bo done in the way of successful
farming.

n of
your Committee
acre ; but th
uble of all r
they would recoin
rule, and would suggest the propriety of look-
ing to the numbor of acres sown, in proportion
to the extent of lund under the plough, as well
as to_the excellence of the erop.

tis to be regroited that in consequence of
a misunderstanding having arisen  between
somo of the turnip competitors, this season,
and the inspectors, your Committee decm it
uecessary to iuvestigate the subjct thorough-
Iy.

[Here follows tho Report which has been
already published in our paper, which it is
unnecessary to insert.—Ep. I1. Gaz.]

Previous to entering upon the subjeet of stock,
your Commitiee may be allowed 1o state, that
they imported from Liverpool last fall, 1,000 Ibs.
of Swede Turnip seed, and have ordered a farthur
supply of 3,500 Ibs. Swede, and 1,030 Ibs. of
Yellow and White Tarnip seed, which will leave
Liverpool about the st of April next. 12,
Ibs. of Red and 3,000 Ibs. of White Clover sced,
were also imported in the Fall, and a futh
ply of 1,500 Ibs. Red and 500 Ibs. of Whi
ordered for Spring arrival,

Ofthese seeds the following quantities have
already been sent to the Braoeh Soceities in Prince
County, vizi—

Ty St. Eleanor’s, 2 894 Ibs. Red Clover,
White do:, and 806 1bs. Tarnip see
To Cascumpee, 1,072 Ibs. Red Clover, 138 Ibs.

prizes for competit
o confined them to the
tion of this th

2 rnip seed.
And w0 "Fryon 1,526 lbs. Red Clover.

Yoor Committee rearet that the price of clover

bas its objections. Large fires lit to windward |

h
Oats have yielded a fair return this season,
of thoso sown late in | pose

a change of seed would be beneficial, purchased | me

good as that of the previous year, in conse-|t

- | Committee are
t

Your Committee will now
| account of the Stock impo
the leland, and_distributed
the count

goo sonh
réy Tegret that their
wod in this respect are so re-
sence of the difficulties at,

d they will, previous to clovng their
0 make a few auggestion -
2 out of which will be of 1hemost. sital e
0 10 the future success of the Society and the

in
La
agricultural interests of the lsfand.

‘owards the close of the Session of 1855 Ne
Legislature graoted £1000 for the importation u\
Entire Horses ; one half 1o be expended in En
land, the other in the United States.
beiug far advanced previ i
placed at thei
it injadicious

harles Haszatd, Fsq. ,
highly qualified for the t

i ‘hese
were sold on arrival, one to each the
total sum of £312.
. There are now in the Island nine Stod Horses
imported by the Society, athe
;uu very far short of the dem
orses are thorough bred ; and the three bought by
Mr. Haezard in the States have a good denl of
English thorough bred blood in their veir
Committee are therefore of opinion that further
importations of this style of horse, are not neces-
sary at present ; and they woald recommend the
nest Commitice of Management to turn their
attention to the South of Scotlind Clydesdales,
than which it would be almost impossible to find,
a better farmer's horse. {
_ A liule attention to this breed would, in a short
time, improve the class of mares, which, erossing
with thorough bre
U for Fall-work, which i
| uted by our farmers
The value of, and advantages to be derived
from the possession of a breed of cattle comin,
early 10 matority, being obvious, the atention o
Society for vears past |
subject, and your Committee
at the pure” Durham is better adapted for this
e than any other breed, Acting under this
ion, they ordered their agent in Liverpool to
e a young short-horn Bull, and they are
2hd to say, that Mr. Spinks was fortunate
taining one of very superior
e was bred by’ Wm. Bland, of Knock,
ealved in June 25, 1854, 80 that he is now
over twenty months. The following is the pedi-
gree from the herd book, and he cost the Societ;
altogether £94 125. 3d
Red and white, calved June 25, 1851, bred by
Thomas Bland, of Knock, was got by Sir Richard
by old Tommy Bates, 10,581. Dam Sousie, 9th
oy Leopold, 4,219.  G. Dam So:
Monsieur Vesires, 6,220. C. g.
by Sultan Salim, 2,710. G. g. g.
ward, 2,462. G. g. g. g.d. by Sultan,
G.g g. g g d. by a son of Prunnell, 659.
2.8 2. @ d. by leton, 1,235 G.p.p. g.
& 2. g.d. by a'son of Ben, 70, or Punch, 531,
The Durham breed of eattle is much valued
on account of their great size, and their ar-
riving at maturity at a very early age, bein
fod off for the butoher frequl{mly ] ymi
old. This description of stock are not consi-
dered so applieable for dairy purposes as some

s ; but in the London dai

County, for

vines

c
1,485,
. G.g.

stsnd the winter er rough it so well as the
Island cattle. This is probably true nnder the
pmanagement usually adopted, nor would it bs
at all fuir to try the experiment; but put thein
into a comfortable cowhouse and give them in
relation to their size & proportionate quantity
of food, and they will compete with almost any
breed in existence. However, as it is the ob-
ject of the Royal Agricultural Society to make
such importations and ndopt such measures
as will benefit the small farmer, as well as
those of a more ndvanced class, your Committee
would recommend that tho Ayreshire breed be
kept up for the advantago of the' country din:
tricts. They are a superior' class of ¢
roducers, although much inferior to the
ham as & butcher's beast. This, however,
could be improved to tain extent by cross-
ing once with o Durham Bull, and then return-
ing to the original breed. first cross is
often advantageous in breeding, buta second
very rarely. Any t imgmvemcnl must, jn
@ young country such as this, be the work of
timo; and although much money is sunk in'
ibution of stock generally, yot ‘your
nfropiniun. that-in the couree
o

o
Dur-

the

of timo, u spi n will spring up,
when farmers w1l find it to their advantage to
givo good priecs for well bred animale.  Fous
Uommittee during the winter sent & Durbam
Pall to Lot 5, an another to New London—

is higher than last year ; but this is met by a de-
cline in the price of turnip seed.

the farmers in that section of tho Tsland being,,



