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Important Farm Measure

The Provincial Department of
Agriculture is to be commended on
the aggressive policy it has adopted
in connection with improved potato
production. Hon. Mr. MacRae out-
lined this policy in the Legislature
on Monday, and we need not go into
the details here. The establishment
of an “Elite Potato Seed Farm”,
eapable of furnishing enough top
quality seed in five years to plant
the entire Island acreage, is an es-
sential part of the plan, Patterned
efter a similar operation in Maine
where the production area is care-
fully isolated, the project will not
only serve an important purpose in
itself, but will give wide and faver-
able publicity to the emphasis which
s being placed on disease control
measures by our seed potato grow-
ers in this Province.

However, the minister was”frank
in pointing out that most of the
trouble heretofore experienced is
with regard to the use of custom
set cutters and planters, moving in-
discriminately from one farm to an-
other. “Severely stringent regula-
tions,” he said, will demand that
these machines be steamed and
sterilized after every farm opera-
tion. This may work a hardship on
the small grower, but it is absolutely
necessary in insuring freedom from
disease.

Mr. MacRae has appealed for
the co-operation of every person
connected with the industry in ob-
taining the best results from this
disease control measure. There is
no question as to its value and ur-
gency, and we have every reason to
believe that our growers will not
only acquiesce in whatever incon-
venience they may be put to, but
will warmly approve this resort to
stricter scientific methods. It is en-
tirely in their own interests that
they should do so. The industry s
facing keen competition these days,
and it is only by initiative of “his
kind that we can maintain and ir-
prove upon the high standards of
seed production for which this Prov-
ince has been noted in the past.

Nuclear Arms Wrangle

A Liberal newspaper describes
Defense Minister Harkness as “still
ducking and running for co ver
whenever the Opposition raises the
question of the Government’s policy
of nuclear weapons.” Certainly Mr.

tain the West's deterrent it might
be necessary to consider perr ‘ng
» nuclear base on Canadian soil man-
ned by American forces. This, be it
poted, is at variance with the pos-
ition his party took last September,
when its defense spokesman, Mr.
Paul Hillyer, stated explicitly in
the House of Commons that nu-
clear warheads would add nothing
to our security and would provide no
protection for the Strategic Air
Command.

Also, it was the Liberal position
last fall that in front-line NATO
forces, medium and intercontinen-
tal nuclear missiles should remain in
the custody of only those NATO
members who possessed them at the
time—that is, the United States,
Britain and France. Now Mr. Pear-
son has apparently been converted
to the view that Canadian planes
in Europe should also be equipped
with nuclear rockets rather than
“conventional” high-explosive ones.

These variations in Liberal
policy explain why the Government
is equally loath to reach hard and
fast decisions on the subject. In-
deed, as the Globe and Mail points
out, behind the smokescreens of
words used by both parties there
are signs that their positions on nue-
lear weapons are becoming much
the same. “Would it not be possible,”
it adds, “for Mr. Diefenbaker and
the Defense Minister, Mr. Hark-
ness, to approach Mr. Pearson and
Mr. Hillyer and work out a joint
non-partisan policy on this issue?
That would take the matter out of
the political arena, where it never
should have been.” Precisely. But
would that suit the Liberal party
strategists at this time, who have
been making a lot of political hay
out of this issue at the Govern-
ment’s expense?

A Hopeful Note

We can use all the hopeful mes-
sages we get from world leaders n
this troubled day and age, and per-
haps President Kennedy had the
same idea in mind when he spoke
last week before a big audience at
the University of California. At
any rate, he lifted his eyes to the
hills before giving this address, and
his words have inspiration for all
of us. In essence, his speech was an
appeal to the American people to
forget the “clamor of daily urgen-
cies” for a while and consider the
long-range tides of history.

Mr. Kennedy spoke optimisti-
cally of two events: the tangible
agreement of the Soviet Union to
discuss joint space explorations,
and the more nebulous question of
the favorable tide of world history
in the cold war. As to the first, he
said: “The prospect of a partner-
ship with Soviet scientists in the
exploration of space opens up excit-
ing prospects of collaboration in
other areas of learning. And co-
operation in the pursuit of know-
ledge can hopefully lead to co-oper-
ation in the pursuit of peace.”

Soviet-American co-operation in
space, he said, “would emphasize the
interests that unite us instead of
the conflicts that divide us.” And
he continued: “It offers us an area
in which the stale, sterile dogmas
of the cold war can be left literally
a quarter of a million miles behind.
And it would remind us on both
sides that knowledge, not hate, is
the pawskey to the future—that
knowled, ds national

Harkness hasn’t been over:
jeative on the subject, or Prime Min-
jster Diefenbaker either. But tne
problem is beset with difficulties,
not of Canada’s making. The pro-
gress of the disarmament talks at
Geneva, for example, could have a
bearing on any firm policy decisions
in this eonnection.

For our part, we see nothing
wrong with the Government’s
determination to have mo nv~ °T
arms so long as there remains any
hope of Canada staying out of the
so-called nuclear club. By this policy
the Government is strength-~'ng
External Affairs Minister Green's
hand at Geneva in fostering neutral-
st influence for a test-ban agree-
ment. Meantime the Prime Minister
has contended that should nuclear
war come to this continent there
would be time for the RCAF Bomare
bases and Voodoo squadrons to ob-
tain and use nuclear warheads.

We gather from Opposition Lead-
er Pearson’s statements in the Mari-
times that he is equally co
about having no nuclear arms in
this country for the Canadian f~r
eces 30 as to keep the nuclear club

ded. he

antagonisms, that it speaks a ani-
versal language, that it is the pos-
session not of a single class, a -ingle
nation, or a single ideology, but of
all mankind.”

Words of wisdom, which, let us
hope, will be studied and pondered
in the Kremlin as well a8 in other
world capitals at this time.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Our teachers are still under-
paid; but as Education Minister
Dewar pointed out in the Legisla-
ture the other day, the '$2,391,000
budgeted for teachers’ salaries ‘his
coming fiscal year represenis a
marked improvement over the $1,-
000,000 expended under this head-
ing in 1959,

.

.

The attempt ‘to de-Stalinize
philately in the Soviet Zone of Ger-
many is proving to be a difficult
problem. You can pull down statues
and rename streets at will, but to
withdraw the new 1962 stamp
catalogues printed last autumn is a
Cifferent matter altogether. This
catalogue contains Stalin stamps and

flections of motifs of the past four
decades from all over the world.
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and no Canadian_schools_which
will regularly cater for children
for nart of the year only. Hence
an MP. either has to abandon
his family for much of the year,
or else maintain two homes.

The economically cheaper but
sociologically  less desirable
choice is for the MP. to live In
Ottawa as a bachelor. That costs
a minimum of $4500 a
in addition to the cost of
maintaining his normal home.

Then the MP. has travelling
and secretarial expenses,
subscriptions and entertaining
expenses in his constituency,
which amount to at least $2.500
a vear.

Thus in effect we pay our
MPs not $10,000.a year, but $3.-
000 a year after they have met
the unavoidable expen
their work. and from this $3.000
they must pay income tax and

have developed between Paris
and Moscow are another indi-
cation that President de Gaulle
wil no_ nonsense—not
even from the Russians—as he
strives to achieve peace in Al-
geria.

The aloof, iron-willed French
leader was reported to be furi-
ous over the Soviet Union's rec-
ognition of the Algerian provi-
sional government based in

1962 could be the year in which
the growth theory of fiscal pol-
a
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servers have suggested.
, say the pro - Gaullist |
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