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Timeiy Assurance

The leader of the Opposition, Mr.
R. R. Bell, made it clear in the Leg-
islature yesterday where h» and his
supporters stand on the pceopoasad
Northumberland Strait causaway
project. They are solidly benind the
Premier and Mr. Neil Maitiheson,
M.P., in pushing for a complete in-
westigation at the earliast date. Vv,
‘Bell is to be commended for his
prompt and forthright statement.
The Premier, who has already indi-
cated that he will deal fully with the
investigations so far conducted, and
has undertaken to answer the ad-
verse criticism recently voiced by
Mr. Thomas Kickham, M.P., now
has the assurance that this matter
will not be a political issue so far as
the Opposition is concerned. If the
Liberal members in the House are
all of the same raind, they can go
forward with a unanimous recom-
imendation for the survey which has
already been requested by Mr. Neil
Matheson in the House of Commons.

Mr. Bell also recalled, quite pro-
wperly, that he had spoken on the
causeway prospects in the House in
1944, and that the cost estimate he
had given then, of $50,000,000, coin-
eides with the estimate recently
quoted. Engineering scicnce has
made strides since that time, and
what was feasible then should have
a8 much better chance of being-given
practical consideration today. In
any event, the possibilities are too
big to be passed over. We shall have
a better understanding of the mat-
ter when the Premier has made his
speech. In the meantime we may
take it as a promising augury that
both parties locally are working
shoulder to shoulder.

Sun Energy For Farms

“Solar energy is primarily for
the countryside and not for the cit-
fes,” said Professor Farrington Dan-
fels, of the University of Wisconsin,
at the World Symposium on Applied
Solar Energy, held recently at
Phoenix, Arizona, in cooperation
with Unesco's Advisory Committee
on Arid Zone Research.

In contrast with atomic energy,
which must be generated in multi-
million dollar power stations, solar
energy needs only small and rel-
atively cheap equipment, has no
health hazards and no waste pro-
ducts to dispose of. And the sun
ghines everywhere. For these reas-
ons and also because energy is most
needed in rural, non industrialized
areas, it is likely to find a place
there soon, while the large atomic
energy stations supply electricity to
great cities.
~ The conference at Phoenix was
playfully called the conference on
“Sunshine for Man'’s Use” in con-
trast to-the “Atoms for Peace” Con-
ference at Geneva last August. The

latter stressed the great need for
power in the underdeveloped na-
tions, whose consumption of encrgy
per person is only one-tenth or even
one-hundredth of that used in the
{ndustrialized nations.. But the na-
tlonal income of the different na-
tions is In direct proportion to the
amount of energy they use. Thus
the very nations that most need en-
ergy are in the least favorable po-
sition to invest large capital in
atomic plants. Solar energy is the
answer and Dr. Danilels called for
the development of small solar en-
es that will not cost more than a
will have at least as long a
, and will do four or five times as
1 work each day.

. The amount of energy thatis
available without cost from the rays

‘of the sun |s enormous. Take, for’

( ‘ the case of the ‘United
| Btates, which uses more energy
i | any other country. The amount

ow used there per person per day
kilowatt-hours, ob-
oll and

e o

fuel energy now consumed. In the’
tropical and arid countries, where
sunshine is more intense and where
fuels are more expensive, energy-
from the sun is many thousand
times as great as the fuel energy
now used.

The symposium at Phoenix was
noteworthy not because it solved
the problem of using sunshine by
any spectacular device, but because
it drew attention to the large num-
ber of experiments underway in
many countries and which show de-
finite progress toward the conquest
of this additional source of energy
for human work and comfort. The
most  suceessful  were the devices
which do not compete with large
power stations but can add to the
encrgy resources of lands where the
power of the sun is delivered free
of cost to every house and farm.

Setback For Dr. Adenauer

Almost as if they were taking
their cue from Nikita Khrushchev,
Soviet Communist Party head, who
said in Moscow the other dayv that
Communists in Western European
countries should join hands with
other opposition groups in an cffort
to break pro-Western governments,
Left Wing Socialists (who, for all
practical purposes, may be describ-
ed as Communists) in the West Ger-
man State of North Rhine-West-
phalia a day or two ago teamed up
with the so-called Free Democrats.
The first result of this somewhat
strange and illogical alliance was
the downfall of the state govern-
ment under the Premiership of Karl
Arnold, an enthusiastic pro-Western
politician and a close friend and as-
sociate of Chancellor Adenauer,
head of the Federal Government at
Bonn.

This could well mean the begin-
ning of the end for Dr. Adenauer’s
Christian Democrats and, con-
sequently, for the adherence of the
West German Republic to the North
Atlantic alliance. That Dr. Aden-
auer himself is extremely uneasy
about the new turn of events in the
richest state of the Republic is
shown in the statement he author-
ized immediately following the up-
set in Rhine-Westphalia: “The vote
is a defeat for the young German
democracy, a severe setback which
cannot help its reputation at home
or abroad”. State Governments in
Germany appoint members of the
Federal Bundesrat (Upper House);
hence it can be seen that they have
great influence in national affairs.
To make matters worse in this in-
stance, from Dr. Adenauer’s point of
view, the Free Democrats are part
of the national coalition which he
heads. How long will they continue
to support the Chancellor in view
of what happened in North Rhine-
Westphalia? Probablv not" very
Jong. Now that dissident groups in
one State, with one common aim—
the reunification of Germany on al-
most any terms—have shown that
they can have their way, it is cer-
tain that other States will soon
come under the same pressure. It is
not a bright outlook for pro-West
policy in West Germany.

EDITORIAL NOTES

What benefits directly any sec-
tion of the Atlantic region canunot
fail to further the economic inter-
ests of the whole. Itis therefore
good news that a new pulp mill is
being planned for Southern New
Brunswick, provided a survey shows
that sufficient power is available.

. L] .

Mr. Maclsaac's proposal in the
Legislature for an experimental
marketing scheme for Island pro-
ducts, in a particular city or town
in the vicinity of a large potential
market, has interesting possibilities
and should be looked into thorough-
ly by the Government and our pro-
ducer organizations.

L] . -

How have the mighty [fallen!
The 16-volume collected works of
Stalin are excluded this year from
the catalogue of Communist pagty
books to be offered for sale at the
Leipzig Trade Fair in East Ger-
many, following his denunciation at
the Soviet party congress in Mos-

Ccow.
e« o o

The Opposition leader, Mr. B2ll,
was quite in order in str2s3i13z tae
need for curtailing the reading of
‘speeched in the Legislature. This is
being done now in the House of
_Commions at the specific request of

the Speaker, It has already resulted

| inlivelier debates, and in closer cons
formity

¢ with proper parliamentary,
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FACING A STEEP STEP

PUBLIC FORUM

‘This column is apen (o the discus-
sion hy correspondents of questions
uardian does nol
e the opinion eof

eorrespendents,

CANAL VS CAUSEWAY

Sir,—The project that will even-
tually fulfill the ‘continuous
communication’ provision of the
terms of Confederation has be-
come, unfortunately an issue for
debate between the M. P. for
King's and the M.P. for Queen’s:
Resolved that it is more prudent
to go under the straits than over
the straits. So far there has been
no comment from the senior and
more influential M.P. for Prince.
In fact Prince County seems to
be undisturbed by the exciting
prospect of our losing our splen-
did isolation as an Island and
becoming a peninsula attached
to the mainland,

However a prominent Sum-
merside business man. who is
very familiar with the Maritimes
and Maritime problems. can re-
member fifty years ago when
the tunnel vs. causeway was a
live issue and debated at public
meetings and meetings of the
Boards of Trade. He also recalls
the long struggle of Nova Scot-
ians for a ship canal, hopefully
known as the Chignecto Canal
across the narrow neck of Nova
Scotia, about elevn miles. His
suggestion is that the canal and
the causeway be a joint effort of
Nova Scotia and P.E.IL

A glance at a Maritime map
will show that the entrance to
the proposed canal would be
within twenty miles from the
most likely point from which to
project a causeway. The neces-
sary excavation for the ship
canal should provide enough fill
to bridge the straits with a cause-
way.

Prince County is not making
much noise but this idea from
Summerside seems to be. the best
so far,

I am, Sir, etc.,
J
Charlottetown
February 23.

SNOW IN THE SOUTH
Snow 1s falling in the wood.
Occurs now a miraculous change
On the trees’ bodies bulking

strange
And soft where once their stark-
ness stood.
Touched by this wand, T cannot
tear
My eyes away from flakes that fill
The sky. the field, the stream until
All is one wonder everywhere.

Though northward now the bitter
days

Be starved by winter, stale with
this

Precipitant slow paralysis,
There moving no man to amaze,

Here a phrase forms to fit a mood,
Simple, enchanted, fresh as flakes
My south mysteriously makes:
Snow is falling in the wood.

~Carleton Drewry
in the New York Herald-Tribune

When Caruso Made
His First Recording

(Chatham Daily News)

Back in 1902, when he was not
yet thirty, Enrico Caruso fvas om
the point of altaining world fame,
It is an interesting coicidence
that on the afternoon of Marech 18
of that year, the future great tenor
accompainied by a planist, kept at
the Hotel di Milano a rendezvous
that was to be very helpful to his

career, '
At the Milano he was ushered in<
to a room contalning some curious

room had been

recording

with an

on a found-
, and fac

OTTAWA REPORT

The Flection Act

By Hesth Macquarrin

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
in the midst of his feud with the
United States Surpreme Court,
twenty years ago, complained that
the affairs of the nation were be-
ing carried out under a ‘‘horse and
buggy constitution’. Occasionally
one hears a Prince Edward Island
voter describing as similarly out-
dated our provincial election act
(a very important part of our con-
stitytion.) It is perhaps unfortunate
that so little interest is shown in
the act except when an election
campaign is in progress and part-
isan feelings at their height.

A careful reading of the Elcction
Act will disclose more than a few
opportunities for beneficial reform
or amendment. Although the reg-
ulations governing voting rights of
the ex-service man were greatly
improved by an amendment in
1954, much might still be done to
broaden the base of this particular
part of the franchise.

One section of the exjsting act

is mildly disturbing., to say the
least, when it is first read. This

is a reference to the tounting of
ballots which declares that “‘no bal-
lot paper shall be rejected on ac
count of any writing, number or
mark placed thereon by the De-
puty Returning Officer.” The unin-
itiated might well ask if a ballot
marked ‘‘This is John Smith’'s
vote.” would be duly counted if
it could be established that the lit-
tle message was in the handwrit-
ing of the Deputy Returning Of-
ficer! (It is true that the Act in
a later section provides penalties
for any deputy returning officer
who marks a ballot with intent to
make it identifiable, but this serv-
es to add wonderment to the
sweeping powers granted in the
earlier section.)

UNREAL DIVISION

There are other places where
the structure of the act might be
altered in order to increase its ef-
fectiveness, but there are broad
considerations of much greater
significance than mere structural
change. The unreal division of our
legislators into Councillors and As-
sembleymen is a part of our el-
ectoral process which might be
disclosed without any great dang-
er to the public welfare. Few vot-
ers today would make very high
marks if asked to classify the
thirty provincial legislators into
Councillors and Assemblymen.
This is hardly surprising in view
of the fact that the two types are,
in the Legislature, indistinguish-
able in powers and function, and
the Legislative Council went out
ol existence long years ago.

Actually, of course, the names
themselves are really unimportant
except in so far as they are the
result  of something of genuine
significance. The two ‘categories
of members for . the Provincial
House have a valid distinction
only for voting purposes. with the

Coucnillor elected by holder sof a
certain required amount of real
estate. The property vote, as it is
called, causcs many unpleasant

problems in the holding of clect-
ions and often polling booths be-
come the scene of embarrassing
questions  about family arrange-
ments about property and the like.
The right of multiple voting adds
to the problem, and the ahsence
of voters lists comnounds the dif-
ficulties of hearing the full and
free exnression of the voice of the

gramaphone recording,” .

Caruso attacKed the task with his
customary zest, His tremendous
voice filling the room, he ran off
ten arias, one after another, as
rapidly as the wax blanks could
be put in the recording machine,

The hlanks were rushed to Han~
over for the necessary processing.

The first satisfactory records,

they proved, both artistically and
commercially, a resounding suc-
cess,
It's curious to note that, for these
first ten records, Caruso received
a flat payment of $500-~and. a bhe-
ﬂrmr in the field of recording, he
probably regarded that sum as so
much found money.

It 18 also interesting to note that
before his death in lnli”Enrieo
Caruso aﬂ" substantially more

000 from his recordings;

dedth his estate
sum.

people.

Restricting of the vote to those
who owned real property was fair-
ly common about a century and a
quarter ago, but except for a few
municipal hold-outs it has passed
out of fashion in the democratic
era. History does not reveal that
phe holding of land makes a cit-
izen more interested in the geners
al welfare, or more capable of for-
mulating public policies.

There exists a property qualific-
ation for membership in the Can-
adian Scnate but not for the House
of Commons and it is scarcely nec-
essay to ask which is the more ef-
fective legislative body. An old
Jjustification for property qualific-
ations was ‘that public revenue
came from the taxes on land. In
our era of the indirect levies on
other assets than land such
hard to justify in a province which
has given up collecting land tax!

The abolition of the existing prop-
erty qualifications, an end to multi-
ple voting. and the establishment
of voters lists are but three sug-
gested reforms in the provincial
electoral machinery. Now, with the
next election far away, would be
a good time to look ipto the whole
matter which is one that should be
above politics. Although the govern-
ment met with little response when
it arranged for public hearings on
the question a while ago, it would
be a great mistake to assume that
there is no room for improvement,
Possibly an impartial commission
to study, inquire and recommend
might do valuable spade work on
this question, which should be one
of concern to the voting public as
well as their elected representat.
jves. Perhaps leadership in this dir-
ection may be forthcoming in the
new session, The time is ripe,L

OUR YESTERDAYS

From The Guardian Files

TWENTY-FIVE. YEARS AGO '\
(February 24, 1931) A
It scems that our weather prnp-"‘
hets have little experience in years, J
they can not bring up the past.
They have pronounced this year
as the banner ycar for snow, Well
it wouldn't make a patch on 1926,
and back in the 1870°'s snowban
formed to such stupendous masses
that it was possible for boys to
climb up to barn roofs trailing
their sleds.

The building committee for the
construction of the new Prince Ed-
ward Island Hospital hope the work
of erection will begin late spring
or early summer. At present a
number of plans are under consid-
eration and every effort is being
made to have the new institution
modern in all respects.

Canada’s imports of cheese last
month were nearly half of that for
the corresponding month a year
ago. In January 1930 this country
purchased from foreign countries,
120,274 pounds of cheese valued at
$47,982, while last month they
amounted to 83,138 pounds with a
value of $24.897.

TEN YEARS AGO
(February 24, 1946)

The total cost of the emergency
shelter project at the Charlotletown
airport was $14,730 of which $9,-
629 was spent in labor, ex-Councile
lor T, B. Rogers said yesterday.
One hundred families, most of
whom belong to ex-servicemen
have found shelter where before
there was none. No other city in
Canada can equal that record he
said,

The National Employment
Claims Office in Charlottetown is
paying out $14,000 weekly in out-of-
work benefits and unemployment
instrance. The Employment Office
took over this administration from
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs in so far as it effects velerans
on February Ist,

Mr, Francis (Huek) O'Neill has
returned to the city after obtaine
ing his discharge from the Army.
Mr. O'Neill served at Hong Kong
with the ill-fated Canadian
Group, being imprisoned when that
fortress fell on Christmas

 Speaking

|» FOR WINTER SPORTS

M\Vlnter sports are fun and health-

But you've got to keep bundled
up if you want to' remain com-
fortable and avoid chills and num-
bing frostbite. Dress sénsibly and
you will ‘get more enjoyment out
of skating, skiing and tobogganing.
' You do not become cold because
of the change in your body's temp-
erature, but because of a change
in the temperature of your skin.

When your skin becomes cold,
involuntary messages are sent to
your brain. There, a device act-
ing like a thermostat, automatic-
ally helps your body maintain its
own normal temperature.’

If you are in good health, this
temperature may vary, from 97 to
99 degrees Fahrenheit. This built-
in thermostat, however, needs the
help of warm clothing to do a
good job in the winter. .

I think you will find that sev-
eral Jayers of light wool, such -2s
a wool shirt or dress and one or
even two woolen sweaters will keep
you much warmer than just,one
heavy garment.

LIGHT GARMENTS

Another good reason for wear-
ing several light garments is that
you can easily remove or add them
acording to the temperature or
amount of' exertion called for in
Your activities.

Over these woolens, you can
wear a light windproof coat or
other covering. This will greatly
help to keep your body heat from
escaping.

Your hands feel and ecars are
the best targets for frostbite.

Earmuffs are essential for sub-
freezing weather. Woolen mitts of-
fer the best protection for your
hands. In extremely cold weather,
water-repellent mittens worn over -
woolen mitts will keep your hands
not only nice and warm but dry
as well. .

LIGHT WOOL

Foi your feet, I advise two pair
of socks. The first should be light
wool. Over them put on a pair of
heavier wool socks.

And finally, a pair of comfort-
able boots. Avoid tight boots. They
tend to increase the chance of
frostbite. In fact, all winter cloth-

ing should be fairly loose.

Tight clothes restrict blood cir-

culation and cold temperatures are
apt to slow down circulation any-

way.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

J. B.: What are the symptoms

iy 4N )

Seme day will have to
be given to the “doctor” .
iop as- applied proper names.
A stranger in a hotel room can end

with a ’veterinary surgeon or a
minister.—Sudbury Star. g

The " judge ‘1ooked up  from: the

bench to see a familiar face be-

fore the bar. “I've had you up
here for speeding, drunken driving,
reckless riving,” parking along-
side fire hydrants, driving a car
with no inspection lane sticker,

and the last time you were here ]

1 ordered your driver's licence sus-
pended! What’s the charge ) this
time?'’ The defendant looked sheep-
ish, then replied: “Jaywalking,
your honor”.—Cincinnati Inquirer.

About all that is known of the
11-year sunspot cyele is that it is
moving toward another peak ol

),l taught
an ﬁmuu-‘

at 8, but' who WARLE to .
up until 10, ots Uhere
9:55.—Stratford ‘Beaconsheralq.

her favor: . (

$2 worth of shotgun try
il e, N
(2) You never heard. r giving

a waiter a four-bit tip“beraus. |
smiled at her; (3) m'g‘?ne v\::?
heard of a woman wha,Would pay
$25 to hire a boat tevget where
the fish are not.—San Francisco
Argonaut. e

It isn’t a pleasant -8
an English court has®
judgment on the crimé Ofatten (.
ed spicide which illustr the if
ficuly of laying down; hard ang
fast rules in cases of thig kind. I

t ted a serighs crime

ect, but
dered a

activity, scheduled to be reached
in the winter pf 1957-58, and that
as a result some strange goings-on
may be expected on this planet,
Among these may be faint ‘‘ghost’
pictures picked up by television
sets from all over the world. Blt
chief victims of the sunspot grem-
_lins will be police and, fire depart-
ments and other users of mobile
radio equipment whose messages
may take freakish forms.—Wash-
ington Post.

Boring for under-sea coal off the
British coast promises to be a suc-
cess. A single borehole has been
driven about one and one-quarter
miles at sea off Kirkcaldy, Fife,

by means of a tower floated down -

the Firth of Forth. Next step will
be to tow the tower a mile farther
out. The National Coal Board de-
clares that it is possible to drill
for coal at sea in much the same
way as on land — except that drills
must be employed in guide tubes.
Five workable seams of limestone
coal with a combined thickness of
sixteen feet have been located. A
series of borings will be driven five
miles off the coast of Durham.—
New York Times.

of a mentally retarded childd

Answer: Mental retardedness in
the child usually can be discover-
ed only through examination by
the physician. The symptoms will
depend upon the type of mental
‘dsturbanco present and its sever-
ty.

80 permanent and durable that you
won't have to repaint for years!

Comes in Gloss, Satin Sheen and Dull,

or not? One English judge say. it
is; an appeal court has: reduc.d
to one month a sentence of (u,
years' imprisonment [mposed by
the trial judge. The appeal
held that it wasn't a very serious
crime.—Galt Reporter;

The strait-faced Sabbath «of 50
years ago is gone, and hardly .ny-.

one would now want to give up the
modern freedom of people 1o cn.
tertain themselves on Sunda:. 1p
relax each in his own way Bt
that freedom is a far ery from a
commercial Sunday. It probablv in
no way weakens the feeling, aiming
people of all ereeds and of uoe,
that a community is a better place

to live in if Sunday is a. quict dav,
if people do what they wish o re-
lax but do it as much as possible
for themselves, in family or (. cnd-
ly groups. keeping to a mininum
the numbers who work for waves
or profit on Sunday.—Winapeg
Free Press.

UICK
CASH
LOANS

Borrow the cash you need,
quickly and easily
at Trans Canada Credit.
You don’'t need endorsers
or bankable security.
Your own credit, backed

up by your car or home
furnishings, is all the
security we need. Callous

today.

THE ALL-CANADIAN
LOAN COMPANY

BT

164A KENT STREET
DIAL 8523

sz fee

SERVING CANADA’S ATLANTIC PRO\_HNC'F"

e O

Let it snow! Let it rain! Canadian National's Oceam
Limited gives you fast train service to the Atlantic Prove

inces, On the "“Ocean”

in Canada,

*, one of the most modern trains
you travel in. all-weather, _mir-conditioned

are offered

e cC

comfort and con

to suit every, budget . . . drawing foom, compartment,
room, dupl or berth, And whén
it comes time fo dine, you'll enjoy superb meals in relaxing

MONTREAL-HALIFAX

203%/4 hrs.

For raservations and

and delightful surroundings.

HALIFAX-MONTREAL
21 hrs. 55 mins.

on the Ocean Limited, see, write or phone

S

Ml Limited

3.

L 5]
it

L. J. MacDONALR, Passenger Agent, C.N.R. Station. Phone: 5663




