THIRTY YEARS AGO

Note: Thirty vears

Editor’s
and

sey. As sure as there are siars
in the heavens, I'll lick him.”
Tex agreed that Geme would be
the next man to get a crack at
Jack’s title.

In a steady downpour of rain
on the night of Sept. 23, 1926,
Tunney — a 4to-1 underdog
outboxed and outfought Dempsey
RSt 1

cutive editor of The
Press, was general sports editor
hen. Here is his recollection of
that classie.

By ALAN J. GOULD
Associated Press Writer
America's golden age of sports
came to a spectacular climax
along Chicago's lake' front on a
balmy September evening in 1927,
That was the night of the re-
return match for the world’s
peavyweight boxing champion-
ship between the old mauler,
william Harrisom (Jack) Demp-
sey, and the fighting marine,
James Joseph (Gene) Tunney,

The battle drew an all - time
record of $2,658,000 in gate , re-
seipts and ended in a 10 - round
vic ory on points for Tunney, the
itleholder, as he rallied from a
‘long count” knockdown in the
seventh round, .

It may have been suspected at
he time, but it has taken history
and the perspective of 30 years
to record that it was not only one
of the most ccntroversial prize
fights of all time, but the centre-
piece of all the fabulous sports
events of that era ¢
nonserse — the **
ties "

PEAK OF PROM!

Those were the
glamorous perform
Reth and Bobby Jones,
Wills and Big Bill Tilden,

of
Paavo Nurmi and Red Grange.
Above all, in the dazzling world
of sports, it was the peak period
of pugilistic promotion under the

guiding genius of that gifted
gambler of the Klondike—George
Lewis (Tex) Rickard.

y ds to de-
throne the man who had been
heavyweight king for seven
years.

The buildup for a return match
was soon under way, notwith-

| Pempsey-Tunney Fight
_ighlight Of Great Era

on his bicycle and back-pedalled”
to keep out of the plunging Demp-
sey's reach. It was the smart
thing to do. Any o.her tactic
could have been disastrous.

Dempsey had shot his bolt.
Tunney came out for the eighth
round with renewed confidence,
He had absorbed Dempsey's
heaviest punches. Sensing that
the former champion was weak-
ening, Tunney moved to the at-
tack and dropped Dempsey with
a right to the jaw.

Ga.hering steam, he outboxed

standing some talk that D y
planned to retire. It was inevi-
table that he try to siage a come-
back and regain the heavyweighi
crown — someihing no fighter
had ever done before.

For Tunney, there was the
equally great urge to prove that
the Philadelphia victory was no
fluke — and to cash in on his
newly - won title while the boom
times were booming. Gene did so
by demanding $1,000,000 to defend
the crown. Actually he settled
for a next-door figure, $990,000,
while Dempsey signed for $450,-
000 — all-time records for the
purposes of champion and chal-
lenger.

DEMPSEY THE AGGRESSOR

For six rounds, Tunney held|
the upper hand. As previously, he |
relied on his speed, boxing skill,
and counterpunching. Dempsey,
tanned and alert, was the aggres-
sor. He was not match for Tun-
ney at close quarters, though,
and was  consistently out-
pointed.

Then came the seventh. Demp-
sey crowded Tunney against the
ropes, caught the champion sud-
denly a bit off-guard, and crashed
a right to the jaw. Unable to
manoeuvre, Tunney tried to|
clinch, but Dempsey was quick |
to seize his advantage. He landed |

and hed . the chall
through the last two rounds and
clearly was the winner on points
when the last bell sounded.
Dempsey was bleeding from a
bad cut over his left eye and so
battered he did not seem to re-
alize when the fight was over. °
Did the “long count” save Tun-
ney’s title and prevent Dempsey
from becoming the first fighter
to regain the heavyweight crown?
Since no one can say for sure,
that's one of the fistic debates
that can — and probably will —

go on forever.

From where I sat at the ring-
side, an arm’s length from where
Tunney went down under Demp-

sey’s savage attack, several
things may be sald with some

conviction, though not with final-
ity.
COULD HAVE RISEN

First, there is no doubt in my
mind that Tunney could have got
up after the count of ‘“‘nine’,, i.e.,
without the berefit of the five-
seconds bonus. There is no doubt,
either, that he was badly hurt
and that, superb as was his phys-
ical condition and the thorough-
ness with which he had trained
himself for just such emergen-
cies, he would have been a much
readier target for Dempsey's, re-
newed efforts to deliver the

a hard left hook, then a short|crusher.

right that blasted Tunney's chin. |

In my judgment, the chances
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Poultry Study
Brings Profits

OTTAWA—Over the past 50
years (he poultry industry has
developed from ‘he small ‘arm
flock, hatched and brooded by
mother hen, to the large com-
mercial flock as we know it to-
day. This rapid development
would have been impossible with-
out continuous poultry research,
says T.M. Macintyre, Senior

eggs per hen are now common.
This increased produciion ac-
companied by improved rations|
has led to much greater feed!
efficiency for egg production.
Many flocks now require only|
abou' 4.5 pounds of feed
doze:
deca
were
Th
great
ways
fun-
ves

ago 7 pounds
required.

be a need for research;
mental research that del-
ino the meaning of (hings.l

machines out !
duced the quality of cut grain | Thursday

Rain Delays
Prairie Harvest

OTTAWA (CP) Rain

Widespread showers have kept
of fields and re-

Cap-
H.E. Brown of|elle was formerly director of en-|
Brandon, Man., look over a map | gineering development at Army |

has
per curbed Prairie crop harvesting
eggs whereas only a short| and warm, dry weather is urg-
of feed|ently needed, the bureau of sta-

tistics said Wednesday in the last
poultry industry has made | ©f @ serious of telegraphic crop re. |
progress but there will al-| Ports.

By THE CANADIAN PRESS

Despite forest fire prevention
campaigns, human carelessness,
|after a year's respite, again
beads the list of forest fire
ecauses in 1957, forestry officials

say.

Lightning which led the list
last year, causing more than half
of the fires, this year accounted
for between 14 and 20 per cent.
A Canadian Press survey showed
that up to the end of August more
than 4,200 forest fires were re-
ported in Canada compared with
approximately 5.000 in the cor-
responding period in 1956.

The figures do not include Que
bec where statistics are not
available until late October. A
campaign to prevent forest fires
was conducted in the province
this year.

LESS ACREAGE BURNED

Comparative reports are avail-
able so far from only five prov-
in.es. They indicate less acreage
burned than in 1956. One factor
may have been new firefighting
methods.

In Ontario, 9 - gallon tanks
fitted to the sides of aircraft are

Alberta
“Dry, warm weather is urg-
| ently required to reduce the maois.

ture content of the unthreshed|dry
| 8rain and to facilitate completion | fires but recent rains ended the
hazard. The burned area cov-
Rain has hampered grain har- | ered 15,590 acres.

| of harvest.

vesting throughout the Maritimes.

Quebec’s harvesting is almost | more than 12,000 acres, 9,000 of
arge quantities | which were destroyed in a fire
,which started June 10 and raged
for 13 days in Hants county.

|(~mnpleml and |
}ha\'e been stored.

Sydney Worker
Fatally Injured
worker John A MacNeil, 80, of

| Sydney, died in hospital
of injuries suffered |

helping officials get to the root of
the problem. In morthern Manit-
oba, for example, officials this
year made up large red crests
with blue lettering — *‘honorary

dist-ibuted to selected Indians on

caused by Indiaus who did not
extinguish camp fires.

hind the increase in Ontario for-
est fires—last
only 876—was

to 45,000 acres this year from
292,788 acres ir 195€.
QUICK ACTION

filled with water by a scoop de- fighters were able to get to the
scene before
hand. Human carelessness was
held accountable for 86 per cent
of the fires

| Brunswick reduced the number
of fires to 232 with a burned-out

| area of 3,320 acres. Last year 106
fires burned 1,190 acres.

| SYDNEY (CP) — Construction| FEWER IN WEST

here | were generally fewer than last
year
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vice as the plane taxis along a,
lake's surface. Controlled by the
pilot,
maiter of seconds and can be
en'ptied at any desired spot.

the tanks are filled in a

Publicity was credited with

fire guardian’’ —which have been

various reservations.
Forestry officials say that 33
per cent of Manitoba's fires were

i

Of the 4,218 forest fires re-

corded, Ontario had 1,570 fires M .
while British Columbia reported |, MOSt Popular slogan in B.C. is
1,361,

Officials said the reason boe-t

Monday, Sept. 23, 195;

HumanCarelessnessChier
Cause Of Forest “ire Loss

A good rainfall kept Saskatch

ewan forest fires down to 138
compared with 186 last year.
total of 37,000 acres were burned
compared with 57,718 acres last
year.

A

Alberta’'s3 635 fires burned on

14,500 acres as against 235 fires
that
acres in 1956. Again human care-
lessness was blamed for 80 per
cent of the fires.

whipped - through 694,000

British Columbia officials say

the cost of firefighting was re
duced to one-third this year. Lasi
year they spent $440,915 in putt.

ng out 2592 fires. This year il

cost $138,294 to extinguish 1,361
fires.

Feep B.C. green—use your ash-

| ray.”

year there were
the difference in
weather conditions. But the acre-
age of timberland burned was cut

Officials said this year fire

fires got out of

Newfoundland's  exceptionally
summer accounted for 70

In Nova Scotia 492 fires burned

Favorable weather in New

In Western Canada forest fires

Manitoba's 220 fires burned

e ——————

$250 Decoy
Ducks

Bob Paquette of Ile
Perrot holds top inter-
national honors for
carving decoy ducks
and gets as high as
$250 each. Some of his
work is shown in full
color in The Standard
this week. Get The
Standard—on sale
now, complete with
magazine, 12-page
novel and 20 pages of
comics. Only ten cents

The Standard

ON SALE NOW

As the champion’s legs buckled
and he started to fall, Dempsey!
kept punching at his cr
target.

Nutriiionist, Experimental Farm
Nappan N.S.

Until 1900 little attentior was!
given to the economic charac-

were better than 50-50 that Jack
would have done so — though in
ling | so saying now, as I did 30 years
|ago, I do not underestimate

and
the
velo
new

75,000 acres—far short of the 346
fires which ravaged 551,000 acres
last year. As was the case last
year 75 per cent of the fires oc-

‘pplied research that uses'during the last two weeks, the bu- |When struck by a car Tuesday.
nowledge available to de- reau said. Only half the grain |A steel plant pensioner, Mr. Mac
new nutrition practices, | crop has been harvested in Sas- | Neil was working with the Webs-
lisease controls and new | katchewan; 45 per cent in Man- ter Construction Co. of Truro as

Prize fighting had become the
most fasionable of all profes-
sional sports. With Dempsey as

his star attraction, Rickard pro-
moted five top heavyweight fights
that drew in excess of $8,000,000,
rom 1921 to 1927, and attracted
the patronage of people willing to
pay as high as $100 each for
ringside seats.

In an atmosphere featuring
nothing but the biggest and the
best, with money no object, the
second Dempsey - Tunney fight
was a “natural.”

Tunney, a product of the side-
walks of New York ,fought chiefly
in light heavyweight ranks until
he caught Rickard’s eye as a po-
tential challenge: for Dempsey.

On that July day in 1921 when
Dempsey knockes out Georges
Carpentier of France in the first
heavyweight *‘battle of the cen-
tury” at Boyle's Thirty Acres in
Jersey City, Gene Tunney was
an inconspicuous figure in a pre-
liminary bout — in  which he
kayoed Soldier Jones.

“I'LL LICK HIM”

By 1925, Tunney not only had
gained weight and stature, he
was mature and confident. To
Rickard he said: “Get me Demp-

It looked like the end. Tun-|
ney's eyes were closed as he|
dropped to the canvas.

the second strand of rope to
keep himsell from falling flat. |

Pandemonium broke loose as!
105,000 fans leaped to their feet,
yelling for the. “kill”. It had the!
old primeval effect on Dempsey,
too, for he hovered menacingly
over his fallen opponent and at
first ignored referee Dave Bar-
ry’s insistence that he go to the
farthest neuiral corner.

Five fateful seconds elapsed be-
fore Dempsey obeyed the ref-
eree's instructions, based on a
rule that had been spelled out for
both fighters in advance. Thus
when Barry began the count at
“‘one” it was actually “six” from
the moment of the knockdown.
When Tunney arose at the count
of “nine,” taking full advantage
of the chance to recover from
the punishment, he had the bene-
fit of the “long count” of 14 sec-
onds.

In ring parlance, Tunney ‘‘got

Dempsey faced a psychological
handicap when he found his heav-

Instinc- | jest artillery had not kept Gene
tively he reached out and grasped | down. l

In any case, there can be no
alibi for Dempsey — and to his
credit as a fighter and sports-

| man he offered none, even in the

midst of his greatest disappoint-
ment. He knew tife rule requir-
ing either fighter, in scoring a
knockdown, to go at once to a
neutral corner.

The central figures of the
drama of Soldier Field lingered
Only briefly on the fistic scene.
Tunney defended his title once
more, knocking out Tom Heeney
in 1928, then retired — the only
world’s heavy-weight king up to
then to quit undefeated and make
it stick. Dempsey retired from
the ring, too.

Jack, now 62, is a successful
Broadway restaurateur. Gene, 59,
is a succesful businessman, too.
Age—"upper middle,” that is—
has dealt kindly with these two
titans of the ring and of the

teristics of the many breeds and
varieties of chickens. About 1910
the trapnest was invented. and
shortly after the progeny test
was introduced as a means of
improving egg production. Im-
proved incubation and broodingi
followed and by 1920 practical-|
ly all farm hatching had ceased. |
YEAR ROUND |
About the same period vita-|
mins were discovered and this |
made it possible to raise chick-
ens the year round thus ellmlnn-l
ting seasonal variations in egg|
and meat production. This was |
followed by the development of
specialized meat and egg strains
of birds. Today's extensive broil-,
er industry is based on highly |
efficient meat strains. Feed con-|
version has increased from a-|
| bout 4 pounds of feed per pound
of gain to less than 2.5 pounds |
*of feed per pound of gain and the
end is not yet in sight. |
The development of egg lay-
Ing strains has led to greatly,

increased production so that

‘“‘golden era."”

yearly flock averages of 250

— |
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