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TUE WAR-TRAIL!
CHAPTER XXXIV.—(Continvep).

Almost ov the instant that their new

allies arrived upon the grouud, the troop
filed off by twos, and deployed ACTOSS

the mouth of the littl bay in which he
had takea shelter. rh movement was

soon completed, and six pair of them

were vow ranged before us at equal dis-

tances from each other. The remaining

three Ljur ind two oth rs—kept thet

places directly in frout of us In one ot

the latter I recognized a ruffian whom I
had freq rently noticed at the ranchera

He was a man of large size, and, what

is are among Mexicans, red haired;

but It ve he was a Vizcaina. He was

fan silinely knuowo by the sobriqu t of El

Zorro (the Fox), probably « u aceouutl

of the hue of his hair; aud I had heard

from good authority —that of the alcald
' ow was netherhimse'f—that the te

' ° ide
more vor less than a saiteador. Indeed,

. y ' \: ca as]
E! Zorro made little seeret of us

calling The brigand of Mexico is

usually well knowu 10 his country-

men. During his intervals of leisure,
he appears in the populous town, walk-

boldiy through the streets, and treely

mingles in society. Such was El Zorro,

one of the right-hand meu ofIjurra.

The design of our enemy was now

manifest; they had no intention of mak-

iug an immediate attack upon us; they|
sawthat our retreat was impossible, and

had resolved to hold us iu seize, perhap

till thirst and huuger should force us to/

surrender.

Their caleulation was founded ou pro-|

babilitv. It theier valour was weak, their

cuuning was strong and subtile.

Rube was nowgreatly ‘out of sorts.” |

When he saw the querilleros ‘fixing’ |

themselves in the manner deseribed, he|

seetned 'o regret that we bad taken our |

staod there.

*We'er hyur!’’ he exclaimed peevish- |
ly, *au how ar we ‘o git clar agin?

Sealp me, Bill, ef we hedn’t better a fit |

‘em on the paraira, an afore wegits|
weik wi’ hunger. Wagh! I end eat a}
gri-kin now, and a good chunk o’ a one.
Avy. smoke away P (ome of the Mexicans|

had lighted thetr cigars, and were coolly|

puffing at them)—‘* smoke away, darn |
yur! yur yeller-skifined skauks! Di
make some o’ ye smoke afore mornin, or|

my name ain't Rube Rawline. Gi’s al

bit o° baceca. Bill ; maybe it'll tak the edge

off ©” my stummuk. Wagh! I feel as

holler about the kidneys as my ole mar
Geehosophat ! See the mar?”

The emphatic ut erance of the last}
words caused Garey aud myself to look
towards the spe ker, and then in the|

direction io which fe poiuted. A scene|

came before our eyes. that. spite the de-
pression of our spirits, caused both of us
to break into loud laughrer.

The ‘ole mir,” that for mauy long
years had carried Rabe over the mount-
ains and prairies, was a creature that
sca ce ee to himself in peculiarity.

She was a lavk, bare-ribbed, high-

boned heheh, long-eared like all of her

race, for she belonged to the race of

Rosinante. The long ears caused her to
look mulish. and at a distance she mieht
have been mis aken for a mixed breed:
but it was not xo—she was a true mus

taug and_in spite of her Jegenerate look.a
pure Audalusian. She seemed to have
been, at an earlier period of herlife, of
that dun yellowi-h colour known as
** clay-bank” -a common hue among
Mexican horses; but time and sears had
metamorphosed her. and gray a pre-
dominated, particularly about the head

and neck. These parts were covered
with a dirty grizzle of mixed colour.
She was badly wind-broken, and a:

stated intervals, of several minutes each,

her back, from the spasmodic action of
the lungs, heaved up with a jerk, as

  

 

7
er

thonzh she was trying to kick, and

couldu’t. Her body was as thin as a

rail, and her head habitually carried
below the level of her shoulders: but
there was something i. the twinkleof
her solitary eye —for she had but one—
that told you she had no intention of
giviog up for along time tocome. As
Rubeaften elleged, “she was game to
the backbone.”

Such was the “ole mar.” and it was
to her that our attention was nowso sud-
denly called.

sad lle.
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: $100, Having parted from her onthe prairie,
in the wild gallop that followed, we hud|
thought no more of the creature, pot!

becameof her. Rube, however. w as far|
from sharing our indifference as to her
fate. He would almost as soon have'|
parted with oue of his * claws” as that |

heard him expressing his hopes that no|

would either be shot or lazoed by oneof|
the guerrilleros. It appeared, however,
that thix waa not to be her fate jjust then.
Resoli g nt to be parted from her!
master so easily, she had galloped after.
us. Beingslow, she soon fell behind,
aud fora while was mixed up with the|
horses of the guerileror, Ot course the|
men had noticed her, but Seeiug that she|
was a worthless brute, had not deignedto|
wake a captu e ofher. c

In duc time she fell into the rear of|

|

the whole troop; but even theu did not|| Bills,
turn from her original intenttion, and)
at the moment of Rube’s exclama-|
tion, she was just breaking through|
the line of deployment on her way to join |
him. From the mauzer lu which her
vose was held as she ran, she appeared |
to be traii og him bythe seeut.

Seeing her pass, one of the guerrilleras|
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