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THE ONE WHO FORGOT
"I forgot” is no excuse,
Nothing can be less of use.

—Mrs. Grouse.

No two children are just alike.
Probably this is just as well. One
may be smart in a particular way,
and not at all smart in other ways,
Another may be smart in all ways.
One may be more forgetful than
others, another more heedless, or
daring, or inquisitive, or easily
(rightened, or given to doing fool-
ish things. One may be more
sbedient than others, or more
thoughtful, or better natured, or
more generous, or of a sweeter dis-
sosition.

Thunderer the Grouse and Mrs.
Grouse had ten lively babies. They
were just trylng to get started in
rhe ways of the Great World. Most
bables, but not all, are helpless
when they are born. Baby Grouse
are not at all helpless. They are
like baby Chickens in the barn-
vard. You know they can run about
as soon as they are out of their
shells, So it was that the baby
Grouse followed mother away from
rhe nest the very day after they
were born. Their father, Thunderer,
happened to be on hand to help
mother keep her big family to-
gether. He went along behind to
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see that no wee chiok lagged and
got left by the others.

Now all babies of the furred and
feathered folk have much ‘to learn
from the very beginming, and they
have to learn fast. Human bables
take a long time to grow up, Baby
birds and baby animals, and other
babies of the great out of doors,
grow up so fast that they have to
begin learning things from the day
they are born. The first lesson
that the wee Grouse chicks got was
a lesson in obedience. They were
taught that they must hide at once
when mother gave a warning
| signal, and they were taught how
|to hide by creeping under the
brown leaves on the ground and
keeping still. At first this had been
only a game, and playing it was
fun. Then they were told that it
was more than a game. They were
told that there were hungry
enemies who must never be allowed
to see them. They must trust to
mother's keen eyes to see these
enemies first. She would give them
the hide signal, and they must hide
as quiokly as possible. They mustn't
wait to see what the danger was.
When they were hidden. they must
remain hidden until they heard
‘mother calling, or perhaps fathes
calling. No matter how long it wa .
they must lie perfectly still unde¢-
the leaves until they heard thm
call. They mustn't move so much
as a toe lest sharp eyes see that
movement, and so find them.

For the first few days after they
| started out in the Great World,
| nothing unusual happened. They
! played the game of hide-under-
the-leaves every day, but they
played it only in fun. They never
played it because they had to.
Then, one morning, while they
were running about in a certain
part of the Green Foredt that was
carpeted with brown leaves, mother
gave the warning signal when it was
least expected. Instantly, each of the
ten lively little chicks dived under
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“It 18 only a bite, still it s a
Bite,” said Reddy Fox, and grinned
again.

ithe nearest brown leaf big enough
to hide under. Pach flattened down
close to the ground, lying as flat
as possible. One moment there had
been ten tiny brown chicks run-
ning this way and that way, The
next moment ‘there wasn't a chiock
to be peen.

As they lay there under the
brown leaves, they heard the whirr
of mother's stout wings, and they
knew she had flown away. At first,
they didn't think anything of this.
She had done it before when they
were playing the game. Always she
had come back very shortly and
called them out of hiding. This
time it was longer than it had ever
been before that they waited for
that signal. They began to wonder
what it meant. They began to
wonder if she had forgottem that
they were hiding. Why didn't she
call them out?

Now there was one of those
chicks who was more forgetful than
the others, He forgot that he had
been told over and over again that
while he was hiding he mustn't
move the teeniest weeniest bit. He
wasn’'t real ocomfortable. ‘The
longer he lay there the more un-
comfortable he became. He thought
if he changed his position he would
feel better. He did change his posi-
tion. In doing that he moved the
leaf under which he was hiding.
He moved it only a very little,
but a pair of sharp eyes saw that
movement. That leaf was turned
over, and a sharp face grinned
down at ‘that wee chick. It was a
grin that showed a lot of sharp
teeth. “It is only a bite, still it is
a bite,” said Reddy Fox, and grin-

ned again,
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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Clubertson

HIS OWN ENEMY

An inspired opening lead by West
would have spelled doom to the
game contract, but even though
the declarer did not have that lead
to contend with, he' beat himself.

! Worth dealer.
| Both sides vulnerable.
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The bidding:
North East South West
1¢ Dble. 24 Pass
34 Pass 44  Pass
Pass Pass

If West had chanced to lead a
heart, he would have established
two heart tricks for the defemse,
which, with the two clubs would
have beem quite enough, but it
was more natural for West to open
the ten of clubs. West cashed the
queen and king, then continued
with the club ace. South ruffed,
laid down the ace and king of
trumps, and then took ‘the heart
finesse. It failed — not unmatural-
ly, in view of the bidding — and
South had no further chance for
the contract.

The fact that East had made a
takeout double of one diamond
certainly should have made South
fear the heart finesse, and any
measures he could take to avoid
that finesse were well worth tak-
ing. There is no way to play a hand
suoch as this with full safety, but
the following line obviously reduces
the risk to a large degree!

After ruffing ‘the ace of olubs,
South should cash the diamond
ace, then the diamond king, and
ruff a third round of diamonds
with a hi;h trump. Only now
should he lead the uce and another
trump, and with trumps breaking
2-2, it costs declarer nothing ‘to
lead dummy's fourth diamond in
the hope that it will be Bast, not
West, who has the remaining high
card in the suit. When that con-
dition proves true, South simply
concedes the tricks to Fast, dis-
carding a heart from his own hand.
Obviously, East cannot lead with-
out giving South a trick.

Tt is also obvious that i Wast
does not follow suft to the fourth
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