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CHAPTER VI. '

Foremost in the procession that en- |
ter the tant came the Pike county |
1 and his household. He carried
with him his rifie and also the splint-
bot ned rocking chair, that I had
s iccompanying his travels, strap- |
» the back of his waggon. Be-

hind him came his wife, and after her
11 esgion of children, eight in num-

her hose tow-tinted heads, all of a
colour, ranged like the descending
not of the musical seale, from the
eldest, a comely girl of 16, downward
to » toddler of two years, that
broucht up the rear of the line. Be-
hir them the rest of us fell in, giv-
ng recedence to Don Ramon and his
pa . and so we all got into the tent. |

W *hin we found that on the side op-
pos the entrance a stage or amphi- |
theaire had been laid off by means of

a rope supported by wooden stakes. It
was square in shape, and at the rear
the blanket hung up as a dressing- |
roc for Lupita now served as a come "
mon retiring-room for the troop be. |
tween acts. In this amphitheatre was !
a pesforming bar, the sole piece of |
staze furniture in the outfit. About

the snace without the rope the aud-
lence dispersed itself. There
8eats provided by the management for

speciators, so, while the Pike county

lady rocked herself serenely in the

splini-bottomed chair that her husband |
had Lrought along, the rest of the aud- |
ieng sat or reclined in attitudes they '
found most comfortable on the dry, |
hard turf of the prairie. l

It was pleasure-seeking extraordin-
ary and picturesque. Every man pre-
sent carried his weapons in full view,
and almost everyone added to his en-
joyment of the performance by smok-
ing a pipe or cigarette. The faces
were the faces of men accustomed to
danger and hardship, and the most of
them bore the hard expression that is
so often found on the frontier, and be-
tokens recklessness of life and readi-
ness to meet every emergency with
quick and determined resolve. In the
midst of the wild scene Carmen, seat-
ed on a gaudy Mexican blanket spread
on the ground, was as royal and re-
splendent in her beauty as a youthful
and innocent Cleopatra on an Egyptian
divan. To complete the strange ele-
ments of this impromptu gathering,
Billy the Kid and his two companions
sauntered in and threw themselves on
the ground a little apart from the
other spectators. Felix approached
them and politely asked if they would
like to contribute some money to the
welfure of the admirable Senor Trin-
bajo's troop, whereupon Billy smiled
rather pecullarly, réached Inté his
pocket and carelessly handed him two
Mexican dollars, which Felix, with |
thanks, placed with the funds already
contributed for the maestro’s benefit.

It is scarcely worth while to give the
details of the performance, except so
far a= they were associated with other
scenes yet to come. There were sim-
ple tricks of juggling performed by the
worthy maestro with an air of great
impressiveness and mystery, some feat
of strength, and a variety of exercises
with a sword, illustrating the manner
in which he professed to have over-
come furious wild bulls in the arena
in his experience as a matadore. Af-
%ex U's came an acrobatic perform-

ance, (a1 which he acted in conjunction
Wwith the young Mexican krown as |
Ros omo, who varied his clowning
by f. ‘s of ground and lofty tumbling.

The incomparablé Lupita next took

]
|
|
were no [
{
-
|

her i ings, first rendering a Spanish

melc, - to her own accompaniment with |
the guitar, in which the singer and |
ng were pretty and piquant I
*h to satisfy the most exacting. !

to say, she responded to an en-
with an American peopular song |

th~ variety hall sort, the only re-
deeming feature of which was her erisp,

core

pre Spanish enunciation of the Eng-
lish %vords. This was followed by a
Spanish dance with castanets, into
which she threw so much grace and
fire and enthusiasm that it was with
difficvity that the aundience, after re-

peatcd encores, punctuated by silver
coin rown at her feet, permitted her
to retire, panting and laughing with
2 itted vanity, to prepare for her
1 t act.

his point I was summoned out-

& the tent to take my turn at guard

duty and give the other man a chance
at show. I was not sorry to get
« to the clear night air, under the
bright stars. The whole scene was
of | ce and beauty, and it carried
no I t of the dangers that lurked
within and without our little encamp- |
n it |
first duty, I made the rounds
of a nsiderable space about the sta- |
tion, and noted that the Missourian’s |
an the prospectors’ outfits appeared |
quiet and undisturbed. All being well |
tl » I turmed toward the station. |
Seen from a distance, it was indeed |
a inge, weird scene In the wide, |
lonely spaces of th plain—the low,
adol station, with its right angle
outlir and look of massiveness, the |
waggons here and there, and the
showman’s tent, looking very large |
by contrast with its surroundings, and |
flluminated warmly by the lights with- |
in. From it came the sounds of ap- |
plause, the strummirg of the primi- |
tive orchestra, and the calls of the
performers, whose shadows faithfully
repeated their movements as they

swasg red and tumbled on the ground
or swung from the horizontal bar.

As I approached the station and cor-
ral from the rear, I noted that in the
shadow of the angle between the
house and corral walls the horses of
our three inauspicious visitors, who
had come at sundown, were standing
saddied and bridled, as if in readiness
for a start at a moment’s notice. The

steel grey horse of the leader, a beauti-
ful, spitited animal, I paused to admire

| the grim surroundin

ance. As we caine to the entrance
I saw a man standing motionless,

| partly concealed by a bunch of cactus

close at hand. He was dressed in
civilized clothes and wore a sombrero.
So much I could As he clearly
was not an Indian, I did not deem it
necessary to accost him, and so with-
out remark followed the herder into
the tent.

There the performers were all con-
genially engaged in acting a melodra-
matic play. It evidently was their
star production of the evening, and a
favourite with every one who toock
part in it. It gave the maestro a
chanoe to air to the full the theatrical
expression which was a strong fea-
ture of his charaoter, and of which
he was extremely proud. Rosconomo
found in the play a chance for un-
limited clowning ard tumbling, while
Lupita, intensely dramatic by nature,
thoroughly enjoyed the sentimental
and tragic part assigned to her, in
which she called down the plaudite of
the house.

Resting on my elbow, I lay on the
ground, watching with much enjoy-
ment, I confess, the storming, ranting,
languishments, and broad comedy of
the play. rendered with the tremend-

see.

ous fervour and impassionment that
belong to the Southern race of which
the actors came. Elsewhere, amid
more civilized surroundings, it might
all have appealed to me as absurd to
the point of comedy, but in our savage
environment, amid the grim realities
of savage perils, I, as all the others
seemed to do, took it seriously, as be-
ing not at all toc highly strung for
the occasion.

From where I lay I could see the
entrance of the tent at which, the
house having alreacdy paid its admis-

She rushed like a whirlwind toward the
form in the entrance.

sion by contract, no doorkeeper was
stationed. Chancing to glance that
way, I became aware that some one,
concealed in the flap of the canvas,
was peering through the aperture, as
if desirous of inspecting all that went
on i » the tent without being him-

1f discovered. My first thought was
that one of the sentineis was neglect-
ing his duty in his desire to get &
peep at the show. Without appear-

ng to take > of him, 1 kept my
eye on t d scon perceived
that son v » one that I ever
had seen fore. e face was that

of a Mexican,
ly, with a scowl

ung man seeming-
ng brow and gleaming

black eyes. Beyond that I could dis-
cern little, H while alert to
everything about the interior of the
tent, was resting not on the show or
the audience in general, but on Car-
men, who, absorbed in the perform-

ance, was | unconscious of his

presence.

lainly
She certainly was worth looking at as
sat on the red carpet, with its
strange figurcd design, an incarnation
of voluptuous southern beauty amid
g3 of men and wea-

she

| pons. She w vastly enjoying the
show, laughing, wit dazzling gleams

of her white teeth, at the fun, and ey=s
scintillating sympaiby and interest at
the tragic parts of the drama. It was
nothing to her, the fumes of pipes and
cigarettes that curled about her. A
Mexican girl expects all that sort of
thing and doesn’'t mind it in the least.
Perhaps she was half conscious of her
own loveliness, and felt the power of
her attractions seesing them raflacted

{

stacle,

Every man in the audience had
sprung to his feet in consternation, not
knowing for whom the attack was in-
tended, or, except myself, suspecting
the meaning of this terrible outburst
of wrath. As Lupita fell the two
nearest men, Felix and another, sprang

to raise her. As they lifted her to
her feet Felix, with one hand, firmly
but not ungently wrested from her

the dagger. Then, with the aid of the
maestro, they half led, half carried, the
stormy senorita back to the rear of
the tent, where, flinging herself upon

! the ground, she lay pale, trembling and

exhausted, but unsubdued. Her breast
heaved with emotion. and occasionally
ehe gave a sob, but in her eyes, hard
and glittering, there was no vestige
of a tear. Leaving her in the care of
the maestro and his wife, who had
appeared on the scene, the two men
came back to the front of the tent,
where eager enquiries greeted them as
to the cause of the senorita’'s violent
behaviour.

“What met her on
“ Who was she after ? “I'm mighty
rglad it wasn't me,” were questions and
remarks to which Felix and the other
man could return no satisfactory re-
plies. Lupita had =aid nothing that
could ernlighten them as to the object
against which her outhurst had been
directed, Appareptly I was the only
spectator who had seen the Mexican's
face at the entrance, and I did not care

the rampage ?”

to confide to anyone but Felix such
knewledge or surmises as I might
have,

Lupita’'s impromptu tragedy scene
broke up the show, and it was to a
vanishing audience, already nearly

disappeared, that the maestro announe-
ed that, in consequence of the sudden

indisposition of the senorita, the per-
formance must be regarded as closed.
The men camped about the station

went out to look after their individual

outfits and to prepare for the night.
Carmen and her maid, who througa-
out the whole outbreak had looked on
with a ccmposure and interest, un-
mingled with fear, that wculd have
astonished most people of northern
blood. soon retired to their apartment
in the station. Then 1 got a chance
to speak to Felix about the things
that I had noticed in connection with
the scene Lupita had made.

He listened attentively and seriously

to what I had to say.
“Seo the man vycu saw at the en-
trance was no one of the crowd that

wWas here when the show began ?” he
said, when I had told him all I knew

or surmised in the matter. “ Does
anybody at the station know of the

coming of such a man and who he is?”

“1I asked the herders and the station-
keeper if there Fad been any arrivals
since the performance began, and both
faid they radn’t known of any,” was
my answer,

Felix meditated for a few moments,
While his brows bent down in a way
that T had learned to interpret as
meaning that a situation had arisen
that demanded serious attention.

“There’'s something about this

he said, at

that
needs looking after,” last,
“Ie must find cut about that Mexi-
can. He may be merely a follower
of the show, or he may have been re-
cor noitring ocur encampment for some

purpose cf deviltry. Whatever his de-
siens ai in 1 ing about here, nne
tiing is certain—the g L.upita doesn’t
starnd in with him. She was dead in
earnest when she nt for him with
rop vldn’t held

e miglty near get-

to the tent to

"

an-. his money,

aps I ecan fird
in th matter |
b He may tell me
omething, and I shouldn't wonder if,

by paying a

I might find
- ;

little attention to Lupita,

a clue I

as to who the fel-

low is. Whatever information I gain
of kim from the girl I must get with-
out her knowing what I'm after. I

suspect he's been a false lover, and as
she’s Mexican all through she would
rather sattle scores with him h elf
tLan give him away to me, even if I
would take up her quarrel. She's a
dargerous creature to handle, but I'll
chance it. Don't keep awake for me
if I should be late. I'll find you.”
He entered the tent, leaving me fo
await his reappearance. I went to the
corral to sce after our horses, and found
that they were all right. The three
outlaws were leading their horses back
toward the nlece where thev had eaten

\
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I the adianng LLotae men about | fgir supper, fear the trafl, &ad I saw
L SR her. The maecstro and Rosconomo them taking the eaddles off the ani-
» _, W were playing their parts openly to her, mals as if they had decided to pass
Y and Lupita, after her bursts of tra- | the rigbt there. Tire Missourian and
gedy, laughed and tossed her head de- | vis family were glready at the waggon
“ ¢ % S flantly toward her compatriot of su- | diyr csing themselves  for the niznt.
perior social station, as a challenge to | Tapmen and Delares had dirappeared
her charms, twhich sction was perhaps | in the inrer room of the station. Don
) a sincerer compliment than the eon- | namaon eat with thke station men on
)' duct of her felicw pertormers, ‘he hereh before the hovse, and the ~wo
In the melodrama » neint was now wrospactors, affer trev had gone down
reached where Laupita’s lin required to thicir eambping nface to look after
. e that she should shateh a dagger from | things there, came back to smoke
:‘/’ A== her girdle and rush uron the macstvo, | their pipes with the rarty about the
/ P\ »;‘.;.\__,Rﬁ\qd)g,_ % who was impersonating  the villain. dcor, Here we all remained, talking
=) ~w p r e Just as this scene was coming I saw | for a half-hour, still hoping that the
F Q{\\Y \Qi\‘ﬁ();‘h pg Ai\f 5 her suddenly stup and claxp I and | hnekhoard weuld arrive for, if it came,
s i A: conbras _..4::‘) to her heart, whiie o pallor oy pread | the pews it might bring would larze-
BYCLARENCE DFilLFR 5 her face, which instantly assumed an | Iy determine with all of the travellers
‘_A'\k"_’:_' pss, S Sl e B .. expression of h and aversion. Her 1t the station tha question of their
eves, fixed in a look of intense derarture the morning.
COPYRIGHT, 1397 BY TRE AUTNOR R ot nat mae Anl otk Dot Reimar witd. ts Set eeking ta
ing slightly 1 I saw that the | barness for | mules. The thousht
t'l:z:tl\\- visitor at 1t tent entrance, cearred to e to stroll down to the
a8 ne sStooa, witn peaa Crect amrg Smoy in his desire to seo Carrmaen more fuily, ‘Misscourian's v d enquire whether
ears moving, as If listening for his had thrust his head into full view that perscrage might rot have a har-
master's tread. within the tent tap. Tt was on him | ness to el The mother and chil-
At the house door T paused to pass that Lupita’'s eves were fa nad. ! Fad already retired to seclusion
few remarks with the herder who >'!'}w- voice of the maestro declaiming | of the carvas-torred waggon, but the
was my fellow-sentinel. I remarked to | hig lincs ised, 1 ting attitude | T'ead of the househcld was sitting. pipe
him : recalled hqe ) ind she fal- | in moutn, on the wageon tongue, kean-
“ No word from the eastward or | tered her of him like one | ing avwake so as to let his mules fead
westiward, 1 suppose > | Uling reotten NMe- liile longer befcre he tied them up
‘ Nothing whatever,” he replied. ‘1 \ daggor from | for the ght. I Lroached the ohject
reckon the buckbourd won't get along | 3 felt it in her | ¢f my visit and was ro fortunate as
to-night. It's overdue an hour now, | hand ned suddenly | to find that he had picked up a pair
and 1 have put it up all along either | ghout the handle, and again her eycs | of new harnesses at a bargain from a
to arrive on time or not 4 In at all | turned to the face at the entrance, and | broken wn team in the Alamosa val-
iy it. I'd give something to know | this time they met his. Pain, resent- | ley, which be would sell at a price en-
what's happened to-day between here | ment., ungovernable rage successively | tirely reasonable. Much gratified by
and Silver City. We may get news : im[rii",'m‘: their expression with light- | the discovery, T came hback to Don
of another killing on the stage trail | ning-like ranility in her countenance. | Ramon with the renort that I had se-
with the coming of mornin | Instead of advancing on the maestro, | cured him the refusal of a pair of har-
We stood and chatted a few minutes | \,':;,v. with armus folded in a heroic at- | neses 0 that, unless unforeseen ob-
longer until our relief came, and we titude and one foot advanced, stoed | stacles intervened, we might make
were free to return to the show, which | confrontinz her, she, with an inarticu- | our start on the niorrow.
was still going on at a lively rate. We | late ervy as ficrce as the erowl of a
could not know wha.t eves besides ours ! wounded tigress, rushed like a whirl-
were watching the tent from the waste { wind toward the form in the entrance. (To be Continued.)
| spaces about, or what schemes were | She saw nothing, regarded nothing that .
on foot whose realization would mean stood in the way. The rope that i
good or ill to the varicus members of fenced the amphitheatre waist high
our little community clustered for & | yvielded before her, and two of the
night about this halting place in the | gtakes that supported it flew into the .
desert. | air like jackstraws. The other stakes \x_,
We talked a minute or two with the | yemained fast, and Luvita caught and 7. [T i et g |
prospector, and the second herder, who held in the loop of the rope, shriek- ARFgR‘h
came out to take our places as sen- | jne anq striking madly forward with : =B LW
tinels, and then strolled over to the | 1he dasger struggled against the ob. 'g’ BITTLE
tent to see the rest of the perform- “then tripped and fell across it. G B X

S10K HEADACHE

Positively cured by these
Little Pills,

They zizo relicve Distress from Dyspepsia,
Indigestion and Too Hearty Eating. A per-
fect remedy for Dizzincss, Nausca, Drowsi.
ness, Bad Tastein the Mouth, Coated Tongue
Pain in thé Side, TORPID LIVER. They
Regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable.

Small Pill. Smal! Doso.
‘ . Small Price.
Substitution

the fraud of the day.

See you get Carter's,
Ask for Carter's,
Insist and demand

Carter's Little Liver Pills.

DR CLIFT

treats Chronic Diseases by the Salisbury
method of persistent self-help in overcom-
ing past errors and Removing causes from
the blood. Catarrh, Bronchitis, Asthma,
Shortness of Breath, Pleurisy, Tuberculosis|
Consumption of Lungs or Bowels, Indiges-
tion, Dyspepsia, Gastritis, Ulcer, Cancer,
Dropsy, Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Constipa-
tion, Piles, Fissures, Fistula. Diseases of]
Heart— Valvular, Fatty Enlargement,
Palpitation. Of Liver—Jaundice, Diabetes
Cirrhosis, ete.  Of Kidneys—Allnminuria
Bright’s Disease, etc. Of Spleen and
Bladder—Cystitis. Of the Blood—Anae-
mia, Chlorosis, Scrofula, Malaria, Rheu-
matism, Gout, SciaticaScurvy, Purpura. OtFe
male Organs— Inflammations and Displace]
ments of Womb,Ovaries, Bladder or Bow-
els. Menstrual irregularities of Sexual
GOrgans, Of Nerves andSpine,—Nervous
Prostration, Sleeplessness. Decline, Hy-
steria, Tremors, St. Vitus’ Dance, Chorea,
Epilepsy, Convulsions, Paralysis, Loco-§
moter Ataxia. Paralysis, Agitans, Soften §
ing of Brain. Some forms of Insanity—
Dementia, Mania, Hypochondria, Melan-§
cholia. Failure of Vision and Voice, Deaf:
ness. Of Skin— Eczema, Salt Rheum,
Erysipelas, Syphilis. Tumors, Glandular 8
Fatty, Fibroid, Uterine, Ovarian and Can
cer, Goitre, Cretinism, Obesity, Corpul-
ency. Drug and Liquor Habits—Opium,
Morphine, Thloral, Cocaine, Tobacco,§
Stimulants. Of DBones and _l()im.s——l)c-
formities, Curvatures, and Pott’s Disease
of Spine, Paralysis, Hip Disease, Knock-
knee, Bow Legs, Club and Flat Fout, Wry#
Neck, Rickets Scrofula, Sore Legs, Var-§
icose Ulcers, etc. Continuous intelli*
gent treatment insures Minimam of suffer-$
ing and Maximum of Cure,possible in each§
case. Avoid attempts unaided or under§
blind leaders.

DR. CLIEFT

y Groduate of N Y University ard the N Y i
Hospital: 20 years’ practicein N Y City.§§
Diploma registered in U S and Canada. @

3 Address :—Charioitetown, P, E, §.
Ofice :—Victoria Row. Telephone Czly X

Accommodations Reserved for patiea's
References on application.

Allan's Ontario Cider

For Tea Parties

1 CAR LOAD-—Barrels avd Half
Barrels-—-now landing.

N. RATTENBURY,

159~ 3wks. Agent,
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FASSE_Woop & .(o.

Iu'.qt 1{ :3

LIONTREAL ™

HICGH CRADE

Landlng te-day ex Steamer “Irene Morris,” direct from Liverpool,. kp

SUPERPHOSPHATES, NITRATE OF SOD3, MURIATE OF
POTASH, BOME MEAL, ETC.

All genuine, and of guaranteed analysis. The only reliable, best, and g
least 20 per cent the cheapest fertilizer on the market,

|

_ |

I wish to inform the public that several parties are cravelling tl:oﬂ~ y

try using my name and pretending to be selling Spectacles for me. Mg C 1
H. White is the only traveller that I employ. He is competent to test eyes :
and fit Spectacles properly. If any others call and say they are selling for me -
please ask them to show their licence I ’
. : [

E W. TAYLOR, .
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(LA MARIA COVEN

MONTREAL.

Cameron Block, City.
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Mother Houee of the Congregation de Notra Dame, 4

Montreal, August 24th, 1895,
Mr. Mr. C. W. Lindsay, Montreal, Agent

Heintzman Pianos

Dear Sir,—Tt affords us much pleasure to testify the
up to the present, the Heintzman & Co. Pianos in use in the
different Convents of our Order, including ViLLa MR,
have given the greatest satisfaction, especially as rogards
durability.

(Signed), |
The Sisters of the Congaegaticn de Notre Dame

A A

- |

The P. E. Island Musie House.

Are Nole igents on P. E. Island for this Piano

L A A WS ERGS
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Salute the
Colors. i

Qurr

We make it comfortable for our patrons by selling them cheerfn] shoes.
are that kind. Suug, trim looking attractive shapes that are liked i menself
as our =ales show,

X o2

wndus

Ten's Lines of Colored Shoes for Summer wear

- r
Our Ladies, Ox{ords are marvels of beauty and gool valae. Ml”“; Mo,
Children’s in all styles. Men’s Biceycle Shoes, a complete assortment 0F %
staple lines. Great variety, Low prices.

Weeks & War

Sunnyeide Shoe Store,




