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4 * Mr. Harris’ Visit
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1 Apart entirely from personal and
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political considerations, it is al-
ways a pleasure to welcome to the
Province such an important gentle-
man as the Minister of Finance in
the Dominion Government. His po-
sition is vital, and the staggering
. : sums of revenue and expenditure he
deals with make it an almost fab-
ulous one. Some Finance Ministers
have been remote, austere person-
ages, rarely seen in these outlying
regions; mythical but for the very
real impact they were making on our
pocket books, and as unapproach-
able as the Grand Lama so far as
the average citizen was concerned.
The Hon. Walter Harris is not of
that type: He has a disarming smile,
a modest deportment, a frankness
which appears to have embarrassed
some of his colleagues at times, and
an unorthodox manner of viewing
fiscal problems optimistically.

Last year’s budget was Mr. Har-
ris’ first, and it drew sharp criticism
from those who expected some trad-
f' itionalgrowls from the watchdog of
the treasury, and were scandalized
at its cheerful tone. Well, his predic-
tions have not all come true—cer-
tainly in the basic industry of agri-
culture there'is little cause for com-
nlacency—but on the whole, as indi-
~ated by the rise in Gross National
Product and by the boom enjoyed
by many industries, the year has
been a phenomenally prosperous
orie. Mr. Harris budgeted for a much

{ bigger deficit than he is going to

| have. His choice now, as suggested
-dlaet in an article by Mr. Grant Dexter

{ republished in today’s issue, may lie
3 ! between a substantial surplus or a

sthg further reduction of taxes. The lat-
K ter would probably be the more wel-
come announcement.
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political auspices, but we trust that
he will not be too much pestered
with party affairs and petitioners.

! What he has to say will be import-
ant to all our citizens. Next to the
Prime Minister’'s, no government
member’s words are weighed more
carefully across the country. Mr.
Harris carries this responsibility
around with him at all times, and he
is not likely to forget it on this oc-
casion.

More Scholarships Needed

The scholarship campaign com-
mittee of the National Federation of
Canadian University Students has
presented a brief to Prime Minister
St. Laurent and members of his
Cabinet outlining a plan for more
scholarships to deserving students
across Canada. They hope, by this
plan, to make education available to
all qualified young people in Can-
ada, regardless of their means, so
that there can be real equality of
opportunity for this country’s youth
and so that lack of money will not
condemn able people to waste their
ability.

This campaign deserves the full-
est public support. Full exploitation
of Canada’s resources requires well-
trained technical personnel, a great
number of University-prepared pro-
fessional men ‘and a g@neral high
level of education among the people.
Under present conditions this need
cannot be satisfied.

Statistically this country is fall-
Ing steadily behind In the develop-
ment of doctors, engineers, dentists
and other professional men needed
for adequate service of the existing
community. Prospects for the futurd
dre wprse. More young people must
trained in these fields.

. Only 4 per cent of all those start-
g grade one graduate from a Uni-
; “versity, Of those who do not grad-
. date; more than half fall to do so

Mj,ﬁh!ﬂdal reasons. Present schol-
- arship arrangements are designed to
‘Help only the highly-gifted students
ind University costs make higher
ducation prohibitive to all excep!
 the winners of scholarships and the
ple of means. Many young neonle

The Minister’s visit here is-under -

fo meet the high costs. If we are to
prepare for the future of Canada,
many more of these people must be
given the benefit of higher educa-
tion.

Present high costs of education
are felt most strongly in rural areas
away from the great university cen-
tres of the country. Young people
from these sections of Canada must
face the task of raising often im-
possible sums of money if they are
to meet the cost of living and study-
ing in the cities that have the fa-
cilities for higher education and
training. This class - should benefit
particularly under the proposed in-
creased scholarship plans.

Ex-Presidents

A movement is on foot in the
United States which, if successful,
will give some sort of official status
to ex-Presidents and retain their
special gifts and the benefit of their
experience for the service of the
country. At presént, under a law
passed a year or two ago, they re-
ceive a yearly pension; but this, of
course, is in the nature of a gift,
and it carries no specific respon-
sibility. To be sure, Mr. Hoover, one
of the two ex-Presidents now living,
was busy enough in the country’s
service until his recent retirement
due to extreme old age and ill health.
As for Mr. Truman, he has been
busy, too, writing hic memoirs and
advising presidential aspirants how
to win {riends and influence people
—both of which tasks are, no doubt,
of some public service.

1t is felt, however, that it would
be well if both of these men, and
other ex-Presidents of the future
were appointed Senators-at-large.
They would represent no particular
State, for this would be not in ac-
cordance with the constitution, nor
would they be permitted to vote. On
the positive side, they would par-
ticipate in Senate debates, and thus
put their experience to good use.
They would receive the same remun-
eration as other Senators. The lat-
est report is that the proposal ap-
pears to have a good chance of be-
ing approved.

In this country, where the leader
of one of the major parties is almost
certain to be either Prime Minister
or Leader of the Opposition, the
problem of.how to use former chiet
executives usually does not arise.
Perhaps that is one advantage of
having permanent party leaders. No
one has to worry about how they
spend their time when not in office.
Usually they spend it trying to get
in—and rendering some service to
the country in the process.

EDITORIAL NOTES

A remarkable example of the vit-
ality of a modern metropolis is_the
report from war-ravaged Japan that
the population of Tokyo has now
passed the 8,000,000 mark, a sub-
stantial increase over the last pre-
war figure of 7,778,804. The Japan-
ese capital is now the world’s third
largest city, close behind London
and New York.

“After analyzing all available
opinion,” says an American ex-
change, “we are prepared to' an-
nounce that those who are well-in-
formed on the subject of the United
States are divided on whether or not
Ike will run in just about the same
proportion as those of us who don’t
know anything about it.” That goes
for Canadian commentators as well.

Under Maine law it is illegal to
take clams under two inches in
length. Sea and Shore Fisheries
Commissioner Stanley Tupper is of
the opinion the regulation should be
repealed for two reasons: the green
crab, a newcomer from the tropics.
eats them anyway; and there ar¢
areas where clams don't grow be-
yond two inches.

. L L

“Having still a recent recollec-
tion of the fury and destructiveness
of floods,” says the Globe and Mail.
“the people of the Toronto area and
throughout Central Ontario can
understand the plight of the Mari-
time Provinces, where unprecedent-
ed flood conditions have done vast
damage. In proportion to the rel
ative wealth of this area and the
Maritimes, the $10 million of dam-
age there has been much worse in
its public effect than we suffered a
year ago last fall. As the disaster
has come in the dead of wiater, the
human situation is also much

worse.”

A Firm Foundation
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OTTAWA REPORT

Nation-Wide

The foundations of a nation-wide
health plan may be laid in Ottawa
this week. Medical officials of the
Dominion and provincial govern-
ments have gathered here for the
first exploratory conference.

“We hope to make progress lo
wards this objective,” Hon. Paul
Martin, our Minister of Health,
cautiously predicted to me before
the meeting convened. “Our talks
may not be conclusive. But we
will t-e advantage of this oppor-
tunity to study our own and other
governments’ needs in this field.
and perhaps meet again after
studying the problems and propo-
sals.”

Our Health Minister has long
dreamed of fulfilling the Liberal
Party’s thirty-seven year old pro-
mise to provide a national health
plan. It is a project dear to his
warm heart. To launch it would
suitably cap his nine years in
charge of our health department.

“I believe the plan would best
be introduced to Canadians in
three steps,” he told me, as we
sal talking in his photograph-lined
office in Parliament. “First should
come free diagnostic and radiolo-
gical services: next should come
a hospital insurance plan.”

The ultimate but perhaps far dis-
tant third step planned by the
Health Minister would be the pro-
vision of what T call the Three
Ds: doctors, dentists and drugs.

ONLY BY MAJORITY WILL

The launching of a comprehen-
sive Canada-wide plan depends,
says Mr. Martin upon the partic)-
pation of a majority of the pro-
vinces comprising a majority of
the people, British Columbia, Sask-
atchewan, Alberta and Newfound-
land may be regarded as sure join-
ers; Ontario almost equally sure.
Even the collaboration of ow
smallest province, Prince Edward
Island, would be enough to consti-
tute the necessary majority.

So that P. E. 1. or the other
have-not provinces would not hold
back, through fear that they could
not afford to keep up with the On
tario and B. C. Joneses, a cost-
sharing scheme is likely to be of-
fered by the federal government
Its formula would bear down on
each province only in proportion
to its ability to pay.

Of ourse a national health plan.
like any other welfare service in
troduced by any government, ulti
mately has to be paid for by al!
tax-payers. No matter how the pill
may be sugared, that means you
Facts, figures and common sensc
however, indicate that most of the
medical services needed by Cana
dians are being obtained, and paid
for, already. To supply these under
a streamlined and non-profit-mak
ing national plan, administered by
governments, would certainly re
duce costs. And this reduction
should effect the Iditional cost of
providing those medical services
needed by Canadians unable to pay
for them at present.

In other words, the total cosi
of medical care should be no
more than at present, and the ser
vices supplied should be better, fo:
the average Canadian under a na
¢ -wide plan.

WHAT TYPE OF PLAN?

runic heanh is the responsiy
livy Of eacn provincal government.
1ne wrm of the heaith pian wouls
therciore uepend upon weir wishes
It m _nt provide paid medical ser-
vices for the sick as in Britain;
more likery, it  might pro-
vide insurance paymems in c.
in case of illness. And the ‘indigi-
dual’s contribution to the cost
might be either by monthly pre-
mium, or by annual tax payments
or by periosic concealed payments
through indirect taxes.

Among the welter of arguments
for and against this plan, ‘cre
seems to be an incontroveriible
majority wish for some type of con
tributory insurance plan. The num-
ber of voluntary participants In
* similar existing projects points to
this cdnclusion.

The first step ‘is the most im-

Health Plan

By Patrick Nicholson 8

portant, Mr. Martin belives - most
important towards the ultimate
goal of a comprchensive plan avail-
able to every Canadian, and most
important towards the desirable
goal of the best possible health
standards for all Canadians.

This step would be the provision
of diagnostic and radiological ser-
vices. A general diagnosis today
may require as many as two hund-
red different tests and checks. No
private doctor can afford the
equi, aent necessary for this. But
it could and should be provided in
community medical centres, says
Mr. Martin. And it appears like-
ly that this service, costing a total
of $45,000,000 a year, may be pro-
vided - free of cost to the indivi-
dual - by the federal and provin-
cial governments as a result of
;:Ms week’'s Medical Conference

ere.
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TRACKS IN THE SNOW
Over the silver fields
1 watch their small tracks go:
One journeys straight ahead
Across the morning snow;

One zigzags, stumbles, falls,
Ducks into woods to see
What wonders wait therein,
Runs out again with glee

And shouts “Look!” to his brother,
Who plods determined on.

When both are out of sight

Some day, when both have gone

Their separate ways, I'l smile,
Being their mother, know
How each boy journeys life,
From watching their tracks in
snow,
—Francis Frost

Mr. Harris" Happy State

Grant Dexter, Ottawa, in the
Winnipeg Free Press

With more than two months of the
present fiscal year still to come,
it is too early to do much talking
about the next federal budget. But
the Gross National Product figures
recently issued for the third quart-
er of 1955, together with the con-
tinuing high prosperity in this last
quarter, have direct budget im-
plications of great interest to every
taxpayer.

The unprecedented prosperity
of the first nine months of the cur-
rent fiscal year has already great-
ly altered the Budget of last April
5. Mr. Harris then expected a bud
get deficit of $160 millions. But und-
er the propulsion of expanding pro-
duction, revenue has been increas-
ing.

In an address at New York on
November 2, Mr. Harris modified
his deficit figure. The deficit,
he said, would be $110 mil-
lions instead of $160 millions. Three
weeks later at Toronto, he said that
the deficit would be less than $80
millions. There is every reason to
expect this estimate to be revised
downwards as the fiscal year pro-
ceeds.

STILL TO COME

It must be noted, however, that
while increased prosperity has
swollen some Government reven-
ues, the major revenue gains are
still to come. Up to October 31, Mr.
Harris had gained $84 millions from
the sales and excise taxes and cus-
toms duties. But although this is
a record year for corporation pro-
fits, the yicld from the corporatior
tax was down $15 millions, The
corporation tax will not yield the
harvest of 1955 until the 1955 tax is
payable in the next fiscal year.

Relurns from the personal in-
come tax are up but the prevailing
prosperity is refle¢ted only in rev-
enue from the deductions at source.
The self-employed will not pay on
1935 income until next April. which
is in the new fiscal year. It is a
“air estimate that less than half
the current federal revenue re-
flects our present prosperity ‘The
bulk of the increase due to nt
prosperity will be paid in the fiscal
year 1956-57.

In the last budget, there ' wcre
tax reductions of %ezm millions in
a full year. Mr. Harris made those
reductions notwithstanding an est.
imated deficit of $160 millions. He
did so because he decided to ignore
the downturn in business. in 1954
and to budget on the assumption
of a normal, healthy expansion in
production.

He hoped that by the end of this
calendar year production’ would be
at the annuval rate of $28 billion,
Actually, it will be in excess of $27

billion. He estimated that the GNP
for this calendar year would be
$25Y% billion, whereas it is $26.1 bil-
lion for the first three quarters and
will go higher when the final quart-
er is added—perhaps to $26.4 billion-

Two points are clear:

The expected deficit has been
greatly reduced and may be over-
come. )

A major part of the revenuc
from the great increase in pro-
duction this year will not reach
the fedcral Treasury until after
March 31 next—that is in 1956-57.

The unique thing about Mr. Har-
r’s budget of last April 5 was
that he decided to fix taxes on the
assumption that we would have a
“high level of output and employ-
ment” and that short term rivples
in business activity could safely be
ignored. He assumed that year in
year out, our growth would be nor-
mal and by normal he meant a
gain in GNP of from 3 to 4 per
cent, per annum.

In applying this policy, Mr. Har-
ris took 1953 as his base year with
a GNP of $24.4 billion., Normal
growth would increase this to £25.2
billion. He estimated that the GNP
billion in 1955, There was in fact
a downturn in 1954 which, in keep-
ing with his policy, he  ignored.
otherwise there would have been
no tax reductions last April, '

Time has completely vindicated
this policy. The slack of 1954, with
a GNP of only $24 billion, has all
been taken up and normal growth
by the end of this year. will have
been more than maintained. Nor-
mal growth from 1953 onward
would give a GNP for 1955 of $26.2
billion in 1954, and 262
billion. Actually, the figure will be
higher.

NEXT BUDGET

In his next Budget, Mr. Harris
s expected to drop 1953 as the
‘gse year and take 1956 in s
tead. He will budget on the bay¥
f (1) the gains in revenue earne
n 1955 but not payable ‘until 1956-
7:; and (2) a 3 to 4 per cent in
‘rease in 1956 over the 1055 GNP,
On average, ‘ederal revenues are
7 to 18 per cent, of the GNP.
\ltogether Mr. Harris can calcul:
ite on ‘an increase in revenue of
nore than million.

On the other side of the ledger,
‘here will be increases in expend-
iture. Debt charges will be up $30

nillions, Social security costs will .

ye up $30 millions. individual
tems will be higher, total in-
crease in outgo in is

pres-
ently estimated at $100 millions.
Even so, Mr. Harris will be in a
happy position, His choice may lie
between a substantial surplus or &
further reduction in

TORONTO (CP)—An official of
the Ontario department of lands
and forests said Wednesday poison-

DARWIN, Australia (Reuters)—
An Australian launch Tuesday res-
cued seven st Indonesians
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. Speaking
By Herman h. Bundesen, M. D.
HOW TO AVOID ACCIDENTS
Between 9,000,000 and, 10,000,
will be injured in

cidents during the next 12 months.
Some 300,000 of them will be per-
manently disabled and nearly 100,-
000 others will

die. 5
. Home accidents alone will xill
more than 25,000 persons. That's
equal to the* number of annual
deaths attributed to nephritis or
diabetes,

-How can you avoid becoming one
of these statistics? Accidents can
happen to anyone, but by follow-
ing a little simple advice gnd tak-
ing a few precautions you can
g:utly reduce your chances for,
Yo "n:f?f?f' ially

ou’ve especi care-
ful if you've already had an acci-
dent. Statisti¢s show that if you've
had one, you've likely to have
another, And if you've had a .wum-
ber of small accidents, the next one
might be a big one.

EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS

Some persons actually look upon
accidents as sclutions to emotional
problems. Injury promptly brings
them love and sympathy they may
not have been able to win without

A primary rule in avoiding ac-
cidents is not to do anything when
you've tired. Acidents are inclin-
ed to occur in the afternoon or
evening because that is when you
begin to run down a little. You're
{l:t as alert as you are in the morn-

g. .

Yet, that after-breakfast rush
and confusion found in many
homes often is responsible for ac-
cidents. To solve this problem, get
the family: up 15 minutes, earlier
in the morning.

It’s probably a good idea to set
aside 15 minutes to organize your
work and plans for the day. And,
when the weather is nice, maybe
you can take time off to wash the
family car so that the man of the
house has time to fix that loose
stairs or handrail when he comes
home. )

The proper attitude, however, is
important before tackling any job.
Don’t attempt something when you
really don’t feel like doing it. But
don't let your spouse use this as
an everyday excuse. .

Simple things like keeping your
shoes in good repair may save you
from an injury. Runover heels and
loose soles increase the possbility
of an accident on apy surface.

And how many of you have
strained your back lifting some-
thing from the floor? You'll {ind
it's a lot easier to let your lcg
muscles do the work. Just keep
your back straight, your knees
bent and your feet apart.

It's not always so easy fo pre-
vent an accident, of course, but
you'll have a better chance of avoid-
ing one if you just take you time
and remain alert.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Mr. L. J.: My grandson was born
with a receded lower jaw bone. Can
this be corrected?

Answer: Usually, a child with a
receded lower jaw bone can have
an operation per‘ormed to correct
this deformity when he reaches
four to six years of age.

Our Yesterdays

From The Guardian Files
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(January 23, 1931)

Mayor Prowse, after receiving a
petition signed by about three
hundred citizens, replied that he
could see no reason for calling a
public meeting on civic affairs.
However, he said, if those who are
dissatisfied wish to take the init-
jative, I shall be glad to make the
Market Hall available, and to at-
tend myself along with my council.

Ottawa decided not to send a
Dominion representative to Eng-
land along with the Maritime del-
egation, appointed to meet with the
British Government to urge the re-
moval of the potato embargo. The
attit le of the Dominion Govern-
ment, is that the matter has been
fully repr d by the Canadi
High Commissioner to London.

The recent heavy thaws have
caused anguish to hundreds of
small trout during the past few
days. When streams overflowed
the fish ventured into the newly
formed lakes, and were trapped in
the hollows when the ‘water sub-
sided.

TEN YEARS AGO
(January 23, 1946)
President Truman today sent a
25,000 word message to Congress
declaring American peace policy,
at the same time he emphasized
that the United States would not
acrifice its idcals or its vital in-
arest, whenever difficulties arise

ymong united nations.

The annual financ:al report of
the Summerside Town Council
showed a surplus of $3,582 for the
past year, At the same meeting
approval was given for the instal-
lation of the dial phone system.

Federal Labour Department fig-
ures indicate there are only about
one hundred Canadian workers in-
volved in strike action at the pres-
ent date. At the same time United
States rer ts show a total of 1,
000,000 for a new post-war high for
strikes. But the department noted
that organized labour in various
parts of the country will soon be
putting forward new wage de-
marids.

Norway's (lisheries 1.
635,000 tons of fish 1055 with
an estimated value of $90,000,000.
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:10n¢ of the pecullarilles of Can-
adian life l:fthut‘you whe:x dif-

A motor car mogul_predicts that

there will be “Six million cars on
Canadian roads 10 years hence.”
Except that at the current rate of
destruction three million of them
will be in the ditches!T.D.F.
i —Ottawa Citizen.
, Our vote for news least likely to
cause sorrow, worry and loss of
sleep around the world is the re-
port from Panama that Juan Per-
on has run out of money. —Ed-
monton Journal . i TH

. In, Canada, as in the United
States we are almost regarding as
a calamity the accumulation ‘of
food-stuffs which the traditional
busi or izations cannot find
ways to dispose of, while three-
quarters of humanity are hungry.
In fact, however, this over-abund-
ance should be considered as'what
it is: a gift of Providence and the
glory of the labor and ingenuity
of mankind. For example, it is to
be remarked that the surplus of
foods created in the United.States
is not the result of an increase in
land under cultivation, but of a mul-
tiplication of -harvests through the
improvement in cultivation meth-

ods. Since 1920 the area under
cultivation has remained stationary
...In five years only, from 1930
to 1935 harvests of 28 agricultural
products have grown by 60 per
cent, in spite of the restrictions
imposed on lands under cultivat-
ion. —L’Action Catholique, Quebec |

' tion of 36 million pounds. ““This ye.
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| Fashion expert siys i

‘men wear, clmm.".:o;"t. .

enough- for their

in some cases they do too m,
. —Oshawa Times-Ga;

: L)
fluoridation is based on the
that because’ fluorides are poig
ous, therefore they are wrong, Thj,
Is the anti-vaccination theory drey
sed up in another form. Iodine u
a poison, the cause of may syjs
ides. Yet iodine, properly used, i
an c‘afeold household germicide ang
preventive of infection. It is alsy
useful-—added to water or food
as salt— in correcting certain digf,
ary deficiencies that affect soms
types of goitre, Most mineral:
like yitamins, play a valued

in nutrition and often are added o
daily diets for that reason, .
Moose Jaw Times-Herald

The problem of Canada’s butte
surpluses are serious enough in auy
case. But a great part of that
problem has been the increaseg
sales of margarine in most part o
Canada. This point has been mag
by Roy C. Marler, president of t}
Alberta Federation of Agriculture
Contrary to what might be thought
he says, Canadian dairy prodyc.
ers have not been boosting thelr
butter production knowing that the
Government would take it of
their hands and pay for it. Cap.
ada’s butter production declineg
from 370 million pounds in 1943 ¢,
334 million pounds in 1954, a redye.

duction,” he says, “proves that 5§
ents has not been a price incent,
ve, lnor tiilas i!: tbe«m a factor fy
causing the butter surplus” _
Montreal Gazette.

Cash for fuel, repairs
and new-born heirs

Here's the kind of event that always seems

to take a little more money than you have

on hand . . . when borrowing seems both

a necessary and sensible solution. And that's
just the time to take your problems

to the leader in the consumer finance field,

to ask the help of the best trained staff anywhere.
Thousands of men and women have found

that Household Finance can be relied on to give
them prompt money service. If you have

a steady income and can make regular monthly
payments, no endorsers are needed.

There's a HFC office near you.
Why not phone or drop in teday |

HOUSEHOLD FINANGE

W. R. Wheeler, Manager
150 Great George St., suite 1, phone 8517
CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.L

PROFESSIONAL CARDS

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, Etc.

Blnl' d,&" Scotia Bldg.

Bell, Matheson & Foster
150 Richmond 8t. 5 C:IPLO:":ETRiiT:o
J. Elmer Blanchard, B.A. AR L R Mo
i) ey w" Phoe 4232 |53 Grafion St Mj_ll)‘lll [
1. A. Farmer, Q.C.,, LL.RB. J.’A. Carruthers, R.O.
Bank of  Commerce Bldg. 123 Kent St Dial 5612
Byron J. Grant, 0.D.
A 3 L | BRI B2
A. Walthen an :le E_B: J. 8. Taylor, R.O.
Nigs ‘D ) Grafos 8 | g Sgtt & o 52

H_J. Mabon, R.O.
Montague P.EL

CHIROPRACTOR _

Dr. W. R. Carson
201 Prince St Dial ¢3!

Paliner & Haslam

Matheson, Peake &

Nicholson
175, Grafton Street

A g ARCHITECT

Chas. R.
156 Richmond St

McQuaid, B.A,
LIE D

MacPhee & Trainor
Queen St Dial

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Currle' Bldg.
\ H. R. DOANE "": COMPANY

McDONALD, CURRIE & CO.
Charlottetown

148 Great George
548




