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Millions Involved In American-Led
Shakedown Ring In Philippines

. WASHINGTON, (AP)— The U, 8.
army disclosed Thursday it has un-
covered an American-led  shake-
down ring in the Philippines in-
volving millions of dollars in claims
lor damage from Second World
War operations in the islands.

The investigatiop has shown, the
army said, that at least one and
poasibly many of the clalms were
traudulent.

The army’s provost marshal of-
tice reported two former Ameri-
ean asoldiers are being sought by
the FBI as leaders of the ring,
which ‘preyed on Filipinos.

The two, whose names are Le-
mg withheld until they are located,
are believed to be in the United
States, an army spokesman said.
The army sald the case involves
forged army documents, imper-
yonations of U. S. officials and the
possible swindling of many Filip-
mos.

FIRST CLUE

The army got its first clue to
the confidence ring last March i
a letter purported to have been
signed by two American officials
in the Philippines. The letter ap-
peared to be on army  stationery
and was addressed to a Filipino,
informing him that his claim for
more than a million dollars for
having supplied food and materiais
to guerillas fighting the Japanese
nad been approved.

Subsequently the two fugitive

Americans contacted the Filipino
and sought money f{rom him on
grounds that they could speed

payment of the claim. Instead of
paying, the Filipino became sus-
picious and sent the letter to Wash-
ngton.

Working with Manila police, army
\nvestigators were able to identify
sne of the imposters as an Ameri-
san, honorably discharged in Mau-
lla after the war. Later a second
man was identified. Like his com-
panion, the second man had taken
nis discharge in the Philippines.

Red Outpost_ ;
Already On
This Confinent

Prevention Of
Air Crime To -
Be Studied

QUEBEC (CP)—Quebee, scene
of one of aviation history’s most
sensational crimes, is to be the
seat of an international meeting to
organize air crime prevention.

The relations committee of the
International Association of Chiefs
of Police has placed the question
of air crime high on the agenda
of sessions to be held May 31-
June 1 at Quebec Citadel.

.The committee will report fits
findings to the annual meeting of
JACP at New Orleans, La., this
autumn.

Announcement of the committee
meeting was made by Lt.-Col.
Leon Lambert,
committee for the past eight years.

He will preside at the closed ses-

sions here.

In
of the time-bombing of a Canadian
Pacific Airlines plane. Twenty-

three persons were killed, includ- f
£

ing the wife of the man who had
master-minded the plot so he could
marry a pretty waitress.

The man, J. Albert Guay, along »
watchmaker wholj
and the|’

with a crippled
made the bomb device
woman who delivered it to the
plane were all convicted of mur
der and hanged.

The 15-man committee will study
what means should be employed:

1. _’I‘n prevent and correct the
commission of crime in relation to
air operations or in the air and
lhe_ use af air transportation to
faulitqte or to profit by criminal
operation;

“2. To define the responsibilities |

and jurisdiction of police;

_‘."i. To promote and organize ef-
ficient co-operation of all police
corps and obtain full support and
c_nllabnrntion of all air organiza-
tions and all other international
police associations.’

Suggest.inn for study of air crime
on an international scale came
from Hon. Wilfrid Bovey, member
of the Quebec legislative council

and honorary coupsel of the inter- "

chairman of the|,

1949 Quebec was the scene |

Preparing For Big Air Force LDay :

OTTAWA (CP) — Halle Selassie
of Ethiopia, whose empire fell be-
fore an invader 18 years ago, Fri-
day expressed a renewal of his be-
lief that the United Nations can
avert war.

The slight, bearded emperor of
10,000,000 East ' Africans, on a
good-will tour of Canada that
lasts 3% days, told of his falth in
the UN at a press conference here
before flying to Montreal on the
next leg of his_ trip. P

Selassie, who was restored to his
ancient throne in 1014 after the
Itallan conquest of 1035-36, made
his feelings clear about the old
Leagué of Nations' letdown of
Ethiopia in the 1930s and his hope
in the UN.

It the UN continues to stand
against aggression as it has done
in Korea, he sald, it is his con-
viction that world peace will be
continued. .

TO U. 8, MONDAY

The 61-year-old Selassie, s small
man whose finely-chiselled fea-
tures and gentle bearing belie his
thundering title of “King of Kings
and Conquering Lion of the tribe
of Judah,” was an overnight vis-
itor in Ottawa in a North Ameri-
can tour which he will resume in
the United States Monday.

In the meantime, he visits Mont-
real—where he arrived late Fri-
day —|Quebec City and. Windsor,
Ont.

In Ottawa, the emperor's main
engagement was a trip to the cen-
tre block of Parliament, where he
saw the opening of Friday's Com-
mons session, toured some of the
main spots of the building, gave
his press conference and engaged
in a television interview.

In between, he squeezed in a
roundabout motorcade of Ottawa
and Hull, Que., across the Ottawa
river from here, and planted ‘a

Halle Selassie Expresses
United Nations Can Avert War

es Befler '

House, He was the guest at gov-
ernment house of Governor-Gen-
eral Vincent Massey through his
21-hour stay here.

With “him were his son Prince
Sahle Selassie, 23, his granddaugh-
ter, Princess Sébla Desta, 23, -three
members of & royal suite,

All came to Parliament Friday
and saw Haile Selassle as he en-
tered the diplomatic gallery of the
Commons, get & standing, desk-
thumping reception from the MPa.

DESCENDANT OF SOLOMON

The emperor, Wwhose ancestral
line springs from a meeting some
3,000 years ago between King Sol-
omon and the Queen of Sheba,
preserved his benign but deadpan
countenance until a reporter had
brought up the Solomon ancestry
in his later press conference.

He was asked if he could, as the
direct descendant of the bibical
king known as the wisest of all,
nominate the wisest man of today.

Selassie's thin lips twitched into
a smile and he talked off the cuff
to his interpreter, who translated
his Amharic this way:

“There are very many wise peo-
ple in the world today, and it
would be rather difficult to choose
one — because other wise people
might object.”

The emperor, who visited Parlia-
ment dressed in a gray double-
breasted suit, sat relaxed in the
parllamentary press gallery lounge
as he told correspondents of enjoy-
ing his visit to Canada. He sald he
is sure relations between this coun-
try and Ethiopla will grow
stronger.

POLITE REMINDER

BEDFORD, England (CP) —To
stop petty thieving, the vicar of
St. Mary's church posted this
notice over collecting boxes:
“Thieves kindly note — this box
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