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STATE OF 'HE QUESTION OF RES-
" PONSIBLE GOV FRNMESNT.AYD AR-
GUMENTS AuAINST PENSIONS.

E. WaeLan, Esq.
@ir—| addressed  letter to Earl Grey through

se Review. Wishing to have some wore eo-
for transmission than Mr. Pippy could
* wpare me, and also that it should be seen by
mapy who tuke your Paper, if you think fit te
gove it insertion, you will thereby oblige
Your most obedt. Servt, *

ALEXANDER RAE.
May 8, 1850.

To rue Rigur Hon. Eagr Grey,

My Lorp;

Suffer a plain man to address to you & few
Anes in regard to the present position of this
Colony. By the Despaich of Lord Glenelg of
1836, the prineiple 1s avowed that one uniform
system of government. must pervade the North
American Colonies. By that of Lord Jobn Rus-
se) of October, 1839, office-holders in this, as
well as in the other North American Colonies,
are warped that withont any fauit of theirs, they
wmay be required to resign their «flices on the
groand of public expediency. By ihat of May,
1846, Her Majesty's assurance is given that in
reference to the admimsiration of the Govern-
ment of this Island, ** all the subordinate oflicers
of that government, should ment and obtain
(as it is Her Majesty’s injunction that they
should cultivare) the confidence of the Repre-
sentatives of the people inhabiting the Island,
by every measure which can be pursued for that

urpose consistently with their duty to the
éwwu and to the Colonies at large.”  In ihe
latter part of 1har Despateh, a decided objection
is made ** to the general interence or assnmp-
tion that either Colony is entitled 10 claim the
benefit of any partieular poliiical usage, which
it may be desircus 10 adopt and borrow from the
sther.””  The manifest eontrac:chion in the lai-
ter part of this to Lord Glenelp s of September,
1836. I do not now touch on, [(erther than to
remark. that the powes which puove canpot 2l-

" ways take back aga'n.

Come we next to your own despztches of
1848, 1249 and 1850, wherein you 1]l us that
‘'we must pay the Civil List, and in the latter
Despatches of 1819, make a powerful appeal
for a Salary to the Chief Jusiice, and vse sun-

“dry argumen:s in behalfof alowanees 1o other
officers.

Why the f-ner House was dissolved, and
g new electio. called at the most inclement sea-
son, the Governor has not vet explaned.  The
Colomsts bure the expense and turmoil, and
have as yet wade no direet complaint. ‘The new
House met, szerificed neeh for the sake of ob-
sining  Responaible  Government, but would
meither go on under the oid system. nor pay
pensions to officers whom they wished to re-
@ove, They were pruropued, they were again
salled, and afier five days’ Session have been
again prorogued.  Who ought to yiecld 7 “f'o
determine this 1ot us endeavour 1o ascertain  oor
reiative positions. The motives which 1uduced
Great Britain to ivund eolonies 1 is not neces-
sary here to en <+ on; but it is proper to remind
you that the time has come when fram the know-
‘edge the North Amencan Colonies have, and
fram their inherent thougn slvoobering power,
they car wo Jonger be des't with in the way
sustomary sume twenly yoars since ; or if steh
mnageu'xem shail be atteu.pred, the cost will
greatly cxceed toe profit.  Howour or influence
aone will under such a phasis, be added by
them to Britain : and it would soon become
weceasary 10° part with depender.cies w!lielt ‘bolh
plagued ministers, snd kept the Tmyperial "l rea-
“sury and the peepie the losers. ‘I'hat llgelr Le=

“gslatures have frenaenily gone wrong, 18 neto-
“M0us ; but if amon 1<t other errors, ome of them
‘have occasionaliv vlustered, yvet they have the
welements of growt far more vigorous than any
“put of Europe Jand 1ike mapy a herdlong, hardy
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youth, they will rapidty blunder mte vigorous
and resolute manhoud,  Then we are v have
Responzible Goveroment ! you not only kuow,
but vou say so; and the only qoestion is, how
much 15 it to cost ? Nut that Britain is 10 pocket
the price, but that Britain has by yeu been
brought forward on the scene as commanding this
Colony tv pension certdin gentlemen in case it
dispensed with their fuither services. It may be
foreizn to our provinee 1o examine w hether vou
are justifiable in making this demand, but we
must immediately determine whether the Co-
Jony is bound to accede thereto.  The following
reasons appear against such eomnphance ;-

1st.—Pensions are not the custom in America.
They are, both 1n the Colonies and in the Unit-
ed Sates, looked npon as a growing, eating
evil, whichitis well 10 avoid. We cannot
recognise any rule of right by which men who
have sought for and obtained luerative public
offices, should be exempt from making from
their incomes provision against reverse, or from
sustaining it as others do.

2d.—It 18 true Nova Scotia did pension their
Colonial Secretary, but he had been sent out
from Britamn 1o fiil that ofhice, and he had per-
formed the duties for thiny years.  This was
one of the cases wherein the Despateh of 1839
stated a pension to be almost indispensible.  Our
Colomal Secreiary came out trom  Britain to
fill the office of Proveost Marshal, and within
the last twenty vears, got first 1o be ‘I'reasarer,
and then Colomal Secretary, besides being du-
ring the same period Puisne Judge, and Master
in Chancery, &e, &e., &e.  Five thousand
mea in Britawn have incomes exceeding your
official income (so far as the almunac shews it);
but in this Coluny. pas<sing by the Governor
and the Chiet Justice, there are probably not
five incomes dernved from any profession or oc-
capation, which equal the amount of the seve-
ra! salaries and fees of the offices held by the
Colonial Seeretary of 1ns Island.  Owmitting
those who have falen into obseurity, or by the
tid of nisfortune have been swept away 1o
omer lands, and looing only at those who in
this provinee have not drawn blanks in the Jot-
tery of hie, and eonsidenug the educainon, abi-
lity and iabour reqisie for his offices, and that
no capriial was necdtul, nor any risk run, he,
on. Colonial Seereiary, has drawn  the highest
prize.

3.1 —"The Calouy never agreed to pay ruch
price for ** Resposible Governmens.””  An-
wexed for years to Nova Seotia, it vas disjoined
in 1771, and those who applied for that disjune-
tioa, bound thewselves 10 pay the Civil List.
If, m consequence of their non-performance,
Betiin chose to take the barden on herself, that
gives her no right, when she is tired of it, to
fasien it on our shoulders.  Let her look to the
claimants of the Townships ; these are the par-
ties liable.  Yet that ground of exemption, las
in the mean time been waived by the Assembly ;
the Civil List has been provided for, the €hief
Justice satisfied, and after all these sacrifices,
your Lordship’s name is still made usc of, you
are represented as a trae higgler, sticking to
“ the pensions ! the pensions ! ! the pensions!!!”’

_Lord Glenelg says in 1836, that one gencral
rule of Government is to pervade the North
American Coloaies. Lord John Raesseli in 1829,
gives every office-holder ip this Colony most pe-
remptory warning, that his tenure of office is not
to be daring life or good behaviour ; but is to be
a tenure at wi'l, and that will, depending on pub-
lic exp>diency. Mr. Gladstone’s Despatch of
1816, and your subsequent Despatches, first
darken, and then, almost directly contradict,
Glenelg and Russell.  Yet you recommend the
oTice-holders to ** merit and acquire the confi-
dence and good will of the Representatives of
the peopie inhabiting the Island.””  Most note-
rious it is, that some savage nations have wor-
shipped the principle of evil. In that same
Jight were some of these office-holders obeyed at
the hustings in 1842, 1846, 1847, and 1850 ;
not that thcy had done real good but that
they had not done so much evil as they might
have done. Did they themselves come for-
ward? No, notso; who would bark when
he was able to buy and feed dozens to o that
work? Why should they risk their offices by

_ support of the Governor, hved on the sw
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risking :hemselves as c&didﬁwt

18 a dernier resart ; ene te be taken hold of whes
there 1s nothing but the battle, and when
coumtry shall be o wearied and worried by for
mer battles, as 1o be unall to sirike an_effediv
Wow. Shall then, those who heid offices with-
out enjoying the confidence of the people, who
by virwe of the Colonial Government and th

office, and spat_vpon the people, shall
men now come forward? or shall your Lordshi
come forward ! or shall the name of your h‘é
office be dragged forward as # warrant_that il
Province, must  pension them?  Shall,__men
who have long held office against the wish of
the popular bramch, have right 1o _pension
whea those who get into office by the popul
good will, and whe retain office only so jong a8
they retain the pepular good will, are instanily
on losing that goud will 10 surrender ihie. powes
and emoluments of office withons pension !

4th.—Of all the Colonies in North Ameriea,
this has least ablity to bear sach an impest.
Not one quarter the arza of Nova Scotia, not
one thirtieth that of Canada, with a_population
under 70,000, the wisdow of yoar predecessors
left the Crown without a_Territonial Revenue
worth naming.  Of the *otal area of the Island
(1,350.000 acres) they (eighty years since) at
once granted all but 20,000 acves, and these
20,000 have, except a small fraction, been all
mnce granted or sold, Of land afierwards fallen
to the Crown by forfeiture, what remains yjqn!d
not yield a rent of £150, nor would it seﬂ thie
year ‘or £1.500. Nova Seotia had her large
extent of ungranted lands, her foresis, and above
all, the prospect of her acerueing mines to en-
courage her.  She, besides, gained an imme-
diate addition to her revenue by the compact.
Yet further, her chief ports being open all the
year, het commerce is more active and exten-
sive. Bat we, cooped up from Novemher»tikl
May, have nothing but direct taxes on Jand, an
duties on imports purchased with agricultural
exports, with lumber, and with vessels. S
stringent is our neceesity, thas the Legislature
have been obliged 1o put a tax un the sails,
cordage. iron, and every other equipmenf im-
poried in May or June to fit out the vessel,
which in October or November, leavcs our shores
to return no more.  They have been obliged to
tax the highest degree of industry and enterprize
existing n the Colony. '

£600 currency of pencions (only L46G0 ster-
ling). seems indeed a irifle to those accustomed
to the ample means afforded by Imperial Reve-
pues. Yet the Chancellor of the Iisehequer
would look somewhat perplexed, by a new der
mand on his department, equal to all the Pno-
rates levied n Great Britain.  But (1o carry on
the analogy) the demand you make on’ us, i
double what in any year has been paid to the
paupers of this Coluny.  To forward fisheries,
orany other public interest, five times £500 will
be given ; but pensions are on a different footing,
America looks not backward, but fonyud 5 bot
to individuals, but 1o the bulk. She will pension
a man maimed in defence of his country, if he
have not other means of sustenance; but she
despises the systen begun under William, raised
to vigour under Walpole, perfected under Pit,
and all on whom the mantle of his inspiration
fel! or has since fallen. : :

My Lord, a worthy gentleman in this Island,
desirous of introducing some of those improve-
ments practised in other lands, has occasionally
for the last tweive years, been advising the pub-
lic to establish a mode! farm, whereon he and
others might try agriciltural experiments for
the benefit of' the country. 1t would appear as
if this Colony had been early destined for the
place vheremn British Staiesmen were to try
their experiments. Snng and isolated, it seem-
ed forsuch a purpose ** @ desirable location.”
Lord E£gmont’s scheme of a Palatinate was in-
deed abandoned in 1768 ; it savoared too much

of the thirteenth century.  Still some feudelify

must remain, partly copied trom the Canaty!i.ab
Seigaeurs, whom the conquest had shewn corm-
fortably established in their mansions, “ and s
it was erdered.”” But the Btitish_Minhh'y, leas
provident for the future population than the
Ministry of France, did not reetrict theso lond-
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