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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, March 12.
" (Debates continued.)

EDUCATION.

House in Committee on the Report of the Special Committee on
the subject of Education.—Mr. D. Macdonald in the Chair.

Mr. Rax,in presenting the Report, as Chairman of the Special
Committee, suid he lcnn:efy expected thatevery suggestion contained
in the report would meet with unanimous support; but, from the
ains which had been taken to ascertain the sentiments of the pub-
ic on the subject, he thought the report would meet with the support
of the major part of the House. He would propose that the repo':t
should be read, clause by clause, that individual members m;g t
have an opportunity toexpress their OpinioRs thereon. [Mr. Rae
here read the School Act of Nova Scotia, and also that of New
Brunswick.] It would be better, he was of opinion, to reconimend
the moderate parts of the School Act of Nova Scotia, than 10 put in
force either of the two Bills which he had just read. He thought
the recommendation contained in the former part of the report was
sufficiently astringent, and that an assessment thus carefully guarded
would not or could not be an engine of oppression. 2
Mr. CLark said be was well aware of the necessity of making
persons who were unwilling to educate their children pay by assess-
ment. There were unfortunately such persons possessing large
families in the country. Two thirds of the inhabitants would be a
sufficient majority to decide all matters relative to any District
School ; and the making of such a majority necessary to the carry-
ing of any question nﬂ{cling the school,” would, fie thought, be
sufficient, and be a provision which would be found to work well.
The School Acts of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were not
adapted to the circumstances of this Colony. With the greater part
ol'the report he was disposed to agree, but he did not concur with
the whore. Of the first part he approved. He thought the whole
should be printed in the Newspapers of the Colony, that, being
enerally read therein, any information which could Le offered on
axe subject might be had.

Mr. Le Lacuzrur said he readily concurred with the Chairman

of the Special Committee from which the report respecting the
ncouragement of Education in this Colony emanated. He thought

if the assessment plan were adopted it ought to be very guarded.
None but such families as siond in need of a teacher should be
assessed. He would approve of a bill's being brought in on that
principle, provided 1t should be allowed to lie over till next session.

Mr. SpeakER was of opinion that unless it were intended to bring
in a Bill with a view to its going into immediate operation, the
report was quite sufficient for the present. He did not see exactly
how far he should agree with, or object to, the recommendations of
the report ; but it might be printed, and time sufficient given to afford
the country in general, as well as every honourable member of this
house, a fair opportunity to give it a full consideration; and so.
excellent a report as it appeared to be, would surely greatly aid them
in arriving at a just conclusion. :

Mr. DavzieL wished t) have the Report printed, and thatit might
lie over for eonsideration. He thought the assessment might be so
guarded as to prevent its operating unjustly. -

Mr. Hupsox said, be had nrnrcd no pains, as far as lay in bis
power, to ascertain individual opinions on the subject. Some
thought taxation an excellent plan ; but the mujority of those whom
he had consulted were decidedly against it. I'hey said specie was
searce; and he (Mr. Hudson) said, it was well known by honour-
able members to be so, especially in the back settlements. He
agreed with the honourable the Speaker as 10 the utility of printing
the Report. Hethought much information would be derived fromit.

Mr.SpeakER said the report wasa sufficient foundation on which
10 erect a proper superstructure; and, by having it printed in the
two Island Newspapers, and allowing the further consideration of
the subject by the House in their legislative capacity, to lie over till
the next session, they would then, he hoped, be able to frame such
an educational measure, as might be found adapted to the wants and
sireumstances of the country.

Mr. LoxeworTta had no objections to the printing of the report,
provided the house should not be considered as pledging themselves
0 any details.

Mr. Joseru DixeweLL wished to call the attention of the house
to a question which he thought it very necessary to put with res-
pect 1o the assessment scheme. Who were to be” judges as to who
ought to be assessed, what the amount of assessment ought to be,
uand who should be sent to school? It ought to be remembered
that it was very difficult to judge of the circumstances of another.

Mr. Rax answered, that ‘persons who had money to spare for the
tavern and other purposes of such a character, ought to be considered
as having it tospare for the advancement of education. It was the
duty of a Legislature that every subject thereof, having the faculties
of acquiring useful and beneficial information, should be so educated
to a certain extent. If a man were not able to educate his children
he might make an affidavit to that effect, or if from conscience’ sake
he should scruple to make oath to that effect, two Magistrates or two
Commissioners of Small Debts would be able to certify the fact.
He (Mr. Rae) could not see that any assessment whatever could be
more guarded. It was not to he imposed on any non-subscribers
by the trustees of any school distant more than a mile and a quarter
from such non-subscribers, and in no case to exceed thirty shillings
per scholar, nor to be imposed for more than three children in the
same family. When there was only one child in a family, the
assessment was recommended to be imposed for only one half of
the year; as when there was only one child in a family. it might
frequently be necessary to keep him at home, or to take him away
for one half of the year. No assessment could be more guarded.
It was a duty of the Legislature to provide that the rising generation
should be taught at least reading, writing and arithmetic; and where
parents could not afford to educate their children to that extent, the
public ought to assume the burthien. This was acknowledged by
every enlightened country in Europe, and also in the United States
of America.

Mr. SrakErR—We appointed a Committee to give us information.
We have obtained such information as theyv have been able to afford
us, and that is sufficient for the present. There is no necessity for
our now pledging ourselves to the adoption of any details. \r{'ere
we now to discuss the report, clause by clause, we might as well
bring in a bill at once. To say let the report be printed is not to
say we will adopt itall. Itis not evena pledge to our adoption of
any part of it.

i‘ho Hon. J. 8. Macpoxarp ohserved, that the object of printin
the report was merely to give information. There could, therefore,
in his opinion, be no objection to the motion of the Hon. the
8peaker. He would supportit. If honourable members have any
objections to the recommendations contained in the report, they
will thus be afforded time for deliberation and enquiry. |

Mr. LoxaworTH said he would objectto a Bill brought in in ac-
cordance with the report, but he had no objection whatever to the
report’s being printed. He had been a member of the Special Com-
mittee by which that report was prepared; but he did not agree
with it all. He quite differed from that part in which it is said
that in the present state of the revenue and of the mass of the peuple’
this Colony cannot afford to maintain by legislative aid, seminaries
more expensive than schools for the ordinary branches of education.

Mr. Hupson proposed the appointment of another Special Com-
mittee to ascertain, during the recess, how the people stand affected
to the recommendations cuntained in the report, and their opinions
on the subject generally. \

r. LE LAocHEUR said, if the report were printed there would be
no occasion to appoint another committee . very member of the
House would consider it to be his duty 10 examine and consult his
con_lll'iimoncy u ltm the subgec_l of the report durinf the recess, and
would personally report their opinions in hi i
session gf:he hoﬂse.po 4 his place in. the mext
Mr. MacixTosn said, if he dissented from the report,

e sment proposed was not a general one.
Mr. Hovsox said, he did not mean to press his motion; but he
would remind houourable members that what was ever_;' body’s
business was nobody’s business. If a Committee were appointed
they would be stimulated to exertion by feeling that tEey were'
directly aecountable to the country and the Housé for the perform-
ance of a particular duty.

The Hon. J. S. MacpoxaLp said, 8o great was the diversity of
opinion upon the subject, that, he believed, there were scarcely three
individuals in one settlement who thought in common thereon.

Mr. Srxaxer observed, that although at one time he thought it
might be well to appoint another Committee, he did not think 50
now. The agpoi_nu_nant of another Committee would be inter.
preted as a re ection upon the Committee appointed by the last
session. It would, in fact, he sa ing that that Committee had not
done all which they might have d{me, and that it was necessary to
appoint another to do that which they had left undone. The last
Committee had done well, and had’ given in a very full and able
report. The School Act was about to expire, but before it would
do 8o, honourable gentlemen would have an opportunity to give the
subject all necessary enquiry,

Mr. Speaker then resumed the Chair.
[For the remainder of this day’s procecdings,

A it was only

s last week's report.]
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House in Committee on the Bill to prevent ‘b'm‘_'."(’;}?‘ "Jt::g;:f
Horses and Neat Canlein thﬁ Str'oe: :":g“ 2‘1‘;&2‘“ ol d g“ ding): ’

repeal a certain Act therein d (Second Re A
'"gf: Rl::, i: urging his idea of the necessity of the Bill 'ngi‘r:m::st
into a law to prevent country people’s suffering by the mlnin fbn
Jarge of horses and cows in Charlottetown, said he was cer e

ifany man would drive half a ton of hay into Charlottetown, A
oke his horse, and leave his hay standing in the r'narkol square the
zvhole day, he would not find he had enough left in the mqr;mg to
feed his horse with. Many of the ‘inferior animals, he said, were
capable of certain degrees of education, and of acquiring certain
degrees of knowledge. As a proofof'this, the most knowing ol"the cows
in %barlonatown were regurarly observed to frequent Queen's Square
on market days, Some persons, he observed, said that in the sum-
mer season horses and cows ought not to be restricted from running
at large in Charlottetown, and the reason given was, that munyf

ersons who kept these animals in the town, had no other means o
Eeeping them, than by allowing them to run at large in the streets.
It had been denounced as a curse upon certain places, that grass
should grow in their streets, but he was'not aware that such a curse
had been promounced against Charlottetown. He: had certainly
never observed that the grass growing in the streets of Charlotte-
town, could afford much nourishment to horses ané _cows, and it
would doubtless afford less as the population should increase. A
certain degree of liberty was necessary to a horse that he might
exercise his limbs, accordingly when a horse was tnrned out of his
stable, it was observable that it was not pasture but gamboling upon
which he appeared to be intent. The hardship to the poor man
who kept a horse or cow was, that there was no Common. Our
ancestors had made such reservations ; butit appeared that although
there had onee been a Charlottetown Common, it was vanished like
the south end of Lot 3; if looked for, the return made would be non est
inventus. If this common were established it would contain ten or
twelve acres. Where then wonld be the objection to preventing the
running at large of horses and cows in the Streets and Squares of
Charlottetown. 1ad not his attention been turned to the l(‘lb_]ecl. he
would have known nothing about the existence of such a Common.
If the Common could be got again, 1ts restoration would remove all
objections to the Bill. Perhaps some of those who were better
acquainted with the history of the former good things done in this
Island than he was himself, would favour them with some account
of the missing Common. The first Act he met vm.h mentioning the
Common of Charlottetown, was one passed in the year 1780,
intituled “ An Act to enable the Governor, or other Commander in
Chief, to lease out certain parts of the Common of Charlottetown,
Rent free, for the space of ten years.” Mr. Rae here very happily
ridiculed the reasons assigned for the passing of suclh an act. [t was
a good idea, he said, that the Common was not useful for horses or
cattle, nor even as a place ofresort for the amusement and exercise af-
forded by those athletic games to which the race from which th‘ey were
sprung were so peculiarly addicted. The next time the Common
was mentioned in the Statute Book, was in the year 1809, when an
Act was passed to repeal the Actof 1790. Other members of the
House, he expected, were more cognisant of the history of the
Common, than himself; and from some one or other of lhen.r he
hoped they would be made acquainted with the facts on the subject.
To prevent a poor man, who might be under the necessity of bring-
ing a cow to town for sale, perhaps to pay his rent, becoming liable
toa penalty of 20s. in consequence of his cow’s getting loose and
running through the streets, or any other case of simlar evident
hardship and injustice, he had been thinking some provision was
necessary, thatall horses and cattle brought to town for sale should
be exposed in some place, fenced in at the public expense. The
centre of the market square, he thought, would be the most suitable
place for such an enclosure ; and it could not well be considered a
nuisance, if not nearer than 100 or 150 feet to the houses. If this
were objected to, the centre of the common might be chosen. He
had, he said, thus touched upon something that would be good for
the people of Charlottetown, and upon something also that would be
goozr for the people from the country. He had deelared his ignorance
on the subject of the Common, but hoped it would be explained by the
honourable members for Charlottetown,

Mr. Parmer said he did not deny the exislence, to a certain ex-
tent, of the evils complained of by the country people, respecting the
injury done to their preduce at times, in the market square and streets
of Charlottetown, from the allowing of horses and cows to run at large
therein ; but he did not think the evil was yet so great as to warrant
their going so far as was proposed by the Bill. He admitted, that as
far as related to horses, it was proper that they should be prevented
from runningat large at certain seasons ; but, as applying to summer, it
would be too severe ; it would be unjust. It had been stated by the
honourable member for Prince County, and very correctly, that the
noor people of Charlottetown had not now any advantage arising to
them from Commons. It was most unwise and unconstitutional to
grant away the Commons of Charlottetown. It was done, he be-
lieved, by the Governor : he was pretty certain it was not done by
an Act of the Legislature. A Common once having been laid off,
itshould have been preserved to the public. Why it was otherwise
he knew not. If the honourable member for Prince County could
tell how the Commons could be regained, he would most hearlilv
go along with him. Could the Commons be recovered, it would
then be less hard to cause the prevention contemplated by the Bill.
If they could prevent horses and cows running at large in the prin-
cipal streets and squares of Charlottetown, and leave the roads and
la'nes of the other ‘[mrls of the Town and Royalty free for the run-
ning and grazing of horses and cattle, it might be well. But it was
obvious that that could not be done. The roads and lanes produced
a great deal of grass, and during the summer season, the eattle of the
pogrer and middling classes in and about town, derived the whole
or nearly the whole of their nourishment from the grass growing in
the less frequented streets of the Town, and in the roads and lanes
in its vicinity. It would be very hard that cattle and horses should
be shut up, almost to starve, in stables and pens, and debarred from
l}ﬂ‘isturmg upon the unenclosed grass growing so luxuriantly in the

Fown and Royalty of Churlottetown. There were few families in
Charlottetown that did not keep a horse or a cow. Several of them
indeed furmed pasture Lots; but these Lots were not suﬂicien{ly
extensive to servg both for pasture and for raising a little produce at
the same time. ‘I'be complaint of the country people amounted to no
more than that they could not leave their produce unguarded in the
streets and squares, without a risk of its being damaged or destroyed.
And this was true enough. But was it not equally so as respected
any town? _Were.nol persons exposing goods for sale, in any town
in the open air, obliged tc watch their property so exposed whethe;
in the market, on the quay, or elsewhere? Much of the 'evil

lained of was caused b persons, who brought produce to t::)om-
eaving it unguarded in the streets, while lhe; loitered awa tlw""
time in the stores or regaled themsalves in tap-shops. He "y mllr

a greater number of individuals would be injured b Bl;ch iy wrlg it
would be benefited by its enactment. He would ’v;villingly e‘:ch:?i:
horses and cows from running at large in the more public and popu-

could be left to roam at large

- W on the subject as it then stood
knew that if horses and cows were not allowed to pasture in the lleis:

populous parts of the town, it would be necessar

down the grass in those parts in summer., It w;avs'?r::lﬁleoz’l:::nl::ﬁ:"
froposed prohibition would not be so ovbjectionable, were it ingtende:l
thatit should be confined to market-days ; but yet, ev’en 8o confined, it
would soon become a nullity. If horses and cows were to be nllo’l
ed the free pasturage of the streets for four or five days in tho w ev}v(-
the law might be attended to for one summer ; but afler that tiem #
like most other laws of a similar hature, operating against privile o
::;ntg :l; oy';xfi, and in themselves not unreasonable or unjuu},)it woﬁfn;
buoko.n Y disregarded, and stand a mere dead letter on their statute

Mr. Srxaxer said he saw that if cattle w
days, and allowed their freedom four daysa ;l;eeﬁoril‘ﬁ ::veodulgnblt:l':xﬂl;et
nefit to the country people attending ‘markets with produce nnezi
could be no great injury to the towns eople. He thought it might
be sufficient that the restriction shoufd extend to lhosg ortimmg r;f
mclnrkct days during which country produce was usually e[;(powd for
sale. However he would go with the Bill for the prohibiting of hor-
ses and cows running at large in the streets on market da .S :

Mr. Thomsox thought in framing such a Bil] a fnvour!bfe 0
tunity had:been afforded to Prevent many things which p;o .
sive to the eye of decency. ~ As to th F iting of e

.gainst.cengin liberties which were hj hly i
go_nle with him. Agi: was, he would oﬁpoie';'f:?ﬁf' ::d“;'%'::ad 'lm"
wnltwl lll!{e‘l:nmeg and hom;lurable member for Charlot in'®
M. replied that the principle thi
tvl;;:;c?lfcow-bnnd horses in town, ‘5“ hal;,g:: o::;i!t;.t:mngenp::dln-
g o o o 07,k ke ey o
rket ; bort:
wnnyuto redr;_zsl the evil complained of. E ;evt'uz:lr:’ur%gl: mv‘g .bo:;
g; h:;n:;_) bgr Cb.rlgntetown Was particalarly carefy| of the inf::g:i-
18 constituents as kept cows ; and he (Mr. Rae) had no

iections to his being 80, provided his care of their interests went:
:l(?te:o injure the-iﬁtoeem of thie'country people.. The honourable
and learned gentleman had said that the individuals in town who
would be injured by the Bill were more than those from the country
who would be benefited by it. This he (Mr. Rae) denied : the in-
dividuals from the country supplying the Town with produce were,
he contended, more in number than the people in Town who kept
cows. The learned member for Charlottetown had said thatin all
towns where goods were exposed for sale in the open air, it was ne-
cessary for the owners to keep a wutch.upon them. As lpplymg to
the quays in towns in the old country, if cows eat puncheons of rum
and heads of molasses, the argument of the honourable and
lear! gentlemen would apply ; not otherwise. He (Mr. Rae) as-
serted that in towns in England and Scotland 'loadl of hay in the
markets were free from molestation. There might be a way of pre-
venting depredations upon hay brought to'market here, that was by
the “erection of a properly enclosed hay-market ; but unless that
were done, or such a Bill as that then before them passed into a law
a -man bringing hay to town for sale might, before he got it wmghod
and delivered, have to wait half an hour or an hour, or perhaps half
a day, and during that time, whatever it might be, his hay would be
exposed to depredation. But to return to the Commons, he wished
to know whether or not they had been granted away by special au-
thority : independent of that, a grant from the Governor was no
grant; his Commission prohibited such grants. Individuals to whom
grants of the Commons were made, were, perhaps, ignorant of this ;
but, however, he was inclined to think they must have known they
had no right to them. He had thought that, perhaps, the honoura--
ble and learned gentleman would make some motion relative to the-
lost Commons, for the good of his constituents : he hoped he would
do so yet. There were still some pasture lots to be sold ; and if the -
Governor, as it was said, had granted away the Commons, on a pro-
er represéntation, some of the pasture lots within the Royalty might -
Ee reserved, and a few of them conjuined would be of material ben- -
efit to individuals in Charlottetown. But perhaps he was touching -
upon tender ground when he spoke of the interests of the poor : ha-
would not like to cast, nor to be understood to cast any reflections
upon the executive. However, if the honourable and [¢arned gen-
tleman was so anxious for the interests of the poer and middling
classes of Charlottetown, he (Mr. Rae) had pointes out'to him a way
to benefit them, and, if sincere, he would follow it.
Mr. PALmER said, the honourable member from Prince County
wished to shew that they who are inconvenienced by the running
at large of horses and cows in Charlottetown, are as numerous as

they whose interests would be injuriously affected by the passing of

the bill. This he (Mr. Palmer) would not admit. "F'he persons,
he said, from the country who had any reason to complain of the
mischief done by horses and cows in the streets of Charlottetown
are comparatively few, and confined to within a few miles of Char-
lottetown. They who bring hay to town do not come a greater
distance than about fifteen miles. ~ Again, with regard to the Com-
mons, the lonourable member for Prince County knew as much as
he (Mr. P.) could tell him: he knew they were granted away. 1f
he (Mr. P.) thought they could be regained, he would be a most
willing agent to act for the recovery of them. 'They had been
granted away by the orders of the Home Government; the posses-
s .rs of them had now tvo strong a right in them; they could not be
dispossessed without compensation: and the compensation which
would now be required would be too much to be granted. He was
not so fond of popularity as the honourable member who had last
spoken. The recovery of the Commons was hopeless; and for the
suke of a little popularity he was not disposed to take up the inquiry,.
and waste the time of the House and the money of the public.
Were he to undertake it, he might perliaps be abf; to bring in a:
rigmarole report, and entitle himself to the thanks of some meeting,.
moved by Captain This, seconded by Major That, and supported:
by Lieut. Col. T"other ; but of such proofs of his popularity he felt
no ways ambitious. The Pasture Lots which remained ungranted
were too far from Charlottetown to be of service as a Common for
the people of the town; and, as he believed there were not mors
than one or two, he thought, that for such a purpose, they would not
be worth looking after. He was not, he said, so well versed in the
business of llle.excculi\'e, as to be able to afford the honourable
member for Prince County all the information repecting the Com-
mon of Chnrlotte.town which he seemed so anxious to obtain. He
was as free and independent in the exercise of his legislative duties
as any other individual who had the honour of a seat in the house;
but he was not quite so fond of visiting the sins of the fathers upon -
the children, as some honourable members appeared to be. Mr.
Palmer concluded by expressing a hope, that honourable members
would support, on that occasion, the interests of the middle and
poorer classes of Charlottetown. The bill, he said, could not go
1nto partial operation : they might as well say, let the horses and

cows of these classes starve altogether, as say they shall starve
two days a week. :

The Hon. J. S. MAcpONALD said, the running at large of cattle
about the streets was a subject of great annoyance to the country
people. There ought, certainly, to be a restriction of the liberty ors
market days. As to horses, he would not restrain them in the
summer season. Such a restriction would be most severely felt by
many, b,f' truckmen, for instance, wio, with their families, were
wholly dependent upon their earnings by the means of their horses,

Mr. CLARrk was much of the opinion of the honourable gentle-
man who had last spoken. He believed there were many poor
persons owning horses upon which they were dependeunt for support,
who could not provide for thens in summer; and, as there was
much grass growing in the roads and lanes of the Royalty of
Charlottetown, it would be very hard indeed to deny to those poor
people the privilege which had hitherto been allowed them of turn-
ing out their horses and cows into those roads and lanes to pasture
o summer. However, to cause those people to keep up théir horses

and cows in winter did not appear to him to be any hardship or
injustice.

of the necessity and justice of a
ter. What was the fact? Th
diately attacked by a set of hungry cows,
whatever the sleigh might contrin. In the summer season, such
a prohibition would be very injuriovs to many a poor pers:)n in
Charlottetown who kept a horse or a cow, by the mears of which he
was enabled to support his little family. So far as he had explained
hinb;sel{: h;‘would support the bill. i
r. Le Lacarur was sorry he had not heard
said by honourable membersﬁpon the Bill, but f::)lr'n ‘\';ah'n}t";ndeb;::
heard he thought he might venture to express his opinion.: He
would not himself oppress any man, nor wou'd he, could he plzevent
it, allow any man to be oppressed, but particularly the poor, who
stood most in need of protection. Thev knew that the running at
large of horses and cows was very injurious ; but to pay as much
regard to the interests of such poor people in Charlottetown as might
be owners of horses and cows, as he thought, acting consistently
with the rules of justice, they could pay, he would propose that
they should not go the whole length of the bill, but limit the re-
striction to the winter season. With respect to the commonages,
he supposed they had gone much in the same way in which  several
of the gentry had, in the good times gone by, ac uired what had
been the property of the poor. He understood that ormerly a half
worn coat or pair of breeches had been the value received for ten
or fifteen acres. He had never, until now, heard that the eommc.e
ages had been done away with by the consent of government, :‘
lv!::: ;l::'{ v‘vlere flo:;el for ever. If the Common of Chnrlouelo’wl:
s »they had less reason to wonder at som i

which had‘tnken place. Until then, however, geolt:«eirnue.:e'fil’:;on::
that the Common was, by charter, for ever gone from tho.eaf'
whose use it had been reserved ; he thought the possession of it -
a mere usurpation, and that means were left iy

tearing and destroying

could be enforced. He noped yet that the honby 3 el reaifution. -

member ﬁn}- Charlottetown, when he had Hadourable o
on the subject, would be able to tell them i

privilege could be regained.
M. Pu.nu._g replied, that it could no

) » twenty or fort a
of the grants were now in possession rbidntat S e xS
whom the grants had been rlr)mde. I e;olfo::‘(;}v:r.:r.ier::edof e
gniy: slrf’ss'upon his own ideas of equitable . and legal riml:! 5 ::y
ll(: ieve ft 1ey would be found to be somewhat at %aringc;. ,_"e
ose of the honourable member for Belfast. He (Mr. Pal::er)l;
€ about th of €
lo}tetoyvn would be quite useless ; but he supp.;)sg(‘i) '?l::';‘w‘:)‘:llgh:g;
" hich, they all k i
el W ,they new, was forthcoming,
et Edwargshlaubde. the grand panacea for all the grievances of
: (To be continued.)
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