By Michael Mastings
eontinued

“1 suppose that is why we were
vo scared. The shock of the ship
o8 she jerked. 3
dreams. ! suppose poor Stefan
Litwin rushed up on deck from
his cabin and somehow fell over-
board.” ,

She looked at him as she saip
Vhese words. He had the feeling
that she was studying him, watch-
Ing for his reactions. What were
his reactions? Was there anything
that he eould say? What of the
half-formed suspicions which lurk-
wd at the back of his mind? It
was not, though, time to speak
Vet.

“It isn't easy to understand what
happened,” he said slowly, picke
Ing his words with care., “Ad-
mittedly, there was a fog. But it
was possible to see a yard or so
ahead. So there was no reason
why he should have blundered to
(he rail without knowing. Again,
there was very little motion. The
vea was dead calm. So how did he
tome to fall in?"”

Vanya looked him straight in

. it might have

i

“l don't know,” said Oliver.
“Theoretically, he might have los)
his head — become convinced that
the ship was sinking, and have
lumped over the side.”

“But you would not'say that he
1id?” he asked.

“I wouldn't. I know nothing of
him. Was he the kind of man to
do that sort of thing? Had he tried
to commit suicide before in his
life? Had he been very depressed
lately? Perhaps those are ques-
Yions which . Jan Kiernik can
answer.”

“He has answered them al-
ready,” said the girl. "It seems
that the two of them were to-
gether most of the time during
the war. Jan says that Stefan was
the last person in the ‘world to
kill himself. His actual words to
me were: ‘Il have had to look after
him_all the time. He would never
have” jumped over the side with«
out coming to me first to ask for
permission’.”

Oliver looked thoughtful,

“It would be a good idea for Jan
to have a talk with me,” he said.
“We might compare a few notes.”"

Vanya's eyes widened.

“You'mean — that there
things . . "

“I've been rather puzzled about
one or two points,” said Oliver,
trying to make his voice sound
casual. But the girl was not de-
ceived. She suddenly took him by
the arm.

“Then you begin to know what
¥ can only sense,” she said. “There
Is something evil about this ship
— and this strange voyage.”

“I wouldnt say . . .” he began;
but she interrupted him.

"Please," she said. “Don't try
to hide things. I have already seen
so much trouble, so much evil i
the world. 1 am not likely
' shrink from some more.”

“There's nothing that T can tell
vou,” he said. “It would be dif~
ferent if I knew something. Or
even if I had some reasonable sus-
picion. But I haven't anything.
I've spent hours thinking about it
— and I've made no progress. For
example, there is Dr. Prinz, 1

don’t trust him. I didn't believe
the story that he told me when he
asked me to join the ship. , .

“Then why did you join?" Vanya
- asked, with a puzzled frown.

ohn Oliver smiled ruefully.

There isn't even a sensible
answer to that” he said. “To be=
gin with, I was bored. This voys
age promised a bit of excitement.
I put Prinz down as - a man in-
volved in the stormy politics of
one of the small republics — prob-
ably a Ceptral American one. I
reckoned that he was probably
running arms in to assist a new
drive for power.,” He hesitated. “I
reckoned that I had no particular
obligations to Dr. Prinz, who'd
been out to deceive me from the
start.”

“And do you still think that
drugs or armaments explain this
voyage?”

Oliver shook his head.

“I'm not nearly so sure about
it now,” he said. “It's the carrying
of passengers that has me worried.
I can understand a passage being
given to your father and Yyourself,
After all, you have somewhere to
&0 at the other end. There will be
people to vouch for you. Even if
your papers are not quite in order
that can, no doubt, be adjusted.”

The girl nodded her head.

“That is the case,” she confirm-
ed, “My father is being helped
by one of his old students — a Dr.
Don Miguel Avalos — who
to have considerable influence in
Buenos Aires.”

ot surprised,” said John
: “But what of the other
passengers? Are there/people at
the other end waiting for them?”

“I think they are entirely de-
pendent upon Dr, Rutter,” the girl
said. “But I know very little. I
Imagine they have all been caug

tioned not to discuss the future.
Cértainly they give nothing
away.” She paused. ‘Jan Kier-
nik is the exception, But it is
because of what happened to Ste-
fan Litwin, and because he has
suspicions, that he is prepared to
talk freely."

“It might be as well to arrange
a meeting rather carefully,” said
Oliver\ "

“You feel that there is some
denger stalking the ship?” she
said quickly. “I'have the feeling
that 1 am being watched. It may
be fancy; but I sometimes have
the idea that we are all under
some sort of observation. Thete
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are some of the crew ., .”

) Oliver said. "f've never
seen more cut-throat bunch in

Il my travels.”
“'I i!el #0 helpless,” said Vanya.
“All the time there is father to
look after, I canmot turn to him
for support, or for advice. I do
not mf"mc 1 can trust Dr.
Prinz.” She looked up appealing.
“There is only you,” she said.

“You can always come to me,”
sald Oliver, He spoke lightly; but
the serious expression in his eyes
showed her that he meant his
words 10 be taken as a pledge. "It

you cannot - for renson —
come yourself, send Jan Kiernik.
I shall know that the message is
genuine if he prefixes it with the
word ‘Promise. Don't hesitate—
and don't worry, The situation
may not be bad as you think.
Even so far the crew are con-
cerned, 1 have two men who will
do as I order.”
€To be continued)
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The regﬁhr meating of 1lhe
Brookfield Women's Institute was

Vi IBIVWIN

held at the home of Mrs. Robert
Andrews, In the abstnce of the
president the vice-presicent:. took
charge of the meeting.

Meeting opened by repeating
creed in unison. Minutes of last
meeting were read and signed.

Roll call answe: by ten meém-
bers and one visitor bnl’nt; €oi-
lection 65¢. .

Eleven members have paid in
$1.00 towards the Insiitute,funds.
There was no report from {thy
sick committee,

“There was a discussdion on get-
tng a music teacher for the

coming year, '

Mrs. Wilfred Wood
Robert Carr were appointed on
the programme comm!itce for next
meeting, &

Mrs. Wilbur Stetson invited the
members for next meeting. .
The meeting closed by repeating

the Lord's Prayer.

Two Iinteresting tontests wers

Forest Fire Fight

N0 scidlers were mm?)
« No ers ¢ or
forest five fighting in New Brins.
wick in recent months, the Prove
put on by Mrs. Pearle McLeod|incial Forest Service reported,

and Miss Bernfce Wood. A spokesman was commenting on
A delicious lunch was served by|a statement attributed to  Brig.

the hostsess, ¢ |9 My (Rocky) , Rockingham, The

\

0 commander of Canada’s 1
and  Mrs. force was quoted as saying an
ot the men abssnt without leave

—
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body, which is dark, and the un.
der side of the wings, which j;
white. Just hearing these Ducks,
you can be fooled into supposing
there are two species, because
males chirp and peep on the
wing, whereas females give »
light “quack.” .

Migration j» made in large
flocks, flying very rapidly in com-
pact lines. Their precipitous land-
ing is & characteristic. Agparent-
ly feeling the cold more than their
even smaller relatives, the Green-
winger, most of the Blue-winged
lett in September. If the twe
species have not already combin-
ed, they usually do so once they
reach their winter quarters in the
lower eastern states. When they
are flying above eye level, it is
possible to distinguish between
them., The Green-winged have
lighter underparts, shorter necks,
and larger heads.

The  Blue-winged commonly
breeds through the prairie sec-
tions of Canada, north {0 Great
Slave Lake, and right across to
the east coast. This is a bird pre-
ferring small waters to large, Itg
home is made on the ground, usu-
ally only a few feet from soms
shallow, marshy slough or pond,
in which environment vegetabie
matter, seeds, water weeds, and
other food may be obtained. De-
pending to a  great extent on
camouflage, it often nests right be-
side a path, or even an occupied
house. Dead grasses and weed
siems are used for the nest, which
is lined with feathers.

On leaving home, the canny
mother  bird carefully covera her
eight {0 twelve pale butff eggs with
the blanket of down that she had
plucked from- her own breast and
left ready for this emergency. She,
always returns stealthily, sneak
ing up in a round-about way
through the grass and weeds
amidst which it hras been placed,
Then, judging that her mottled
brown plumage makes her invisi-
ble, she remains immovable, al-
lowing a stranger to come near
enough to' touch her.

Do Robins travel far?

Story Of Victoria
Chosen Royal Film

. LONDON, Oct, 28 — (AP)-—The
King and Queen are going to the
movies Oct, 30 to see a fictional-
ized slice of family history. It
“The Mudlark,” s story about Queen
Victoria and a little ragamuffin
who breaks into Windsor Castle.
The film was produced in Brit-
ain by Twentieth Century-Fox with

‘| Irene Dunne, the only American in

Interview at Edmonton that some

spproximately two weeks

\

out

thé cast, playing the role of Queen
Victoria, :

King Gecige himself had an un-
official part in s the pict.
ure as the roysl £ilm for 1850, thal
is, the film chosen for a royal per-
formance.

The Royal Family had already
shown an active interest in th¢
filming of the story and held a
lengthy discussion with Miss Dunne.
Queen Mary, who had bought twd
ccples of the novel on which the
movie is based, incidentally advis
ed Miss Dunne that Queen Victorls
had a “sweet volce”

Queen Mary, who has not at
tended any of the royal film per
formances since the war, has ar-
ranged to see the picture in privat
at _her home, '

But the committee which makel
the selection of the royal film w
faced with s delicate problem, Tht
picture cccasionally treats Victoria
and- the throns with a famillarity
which the committee thought might
not be proper for s royal showind
snd they decided to seek guidanct
from g‘:‘oklxt:ghm I:the.“ o8 W

In T ey got & messa| ;
Ing in egecc that the King hope!
he will see the same version of the
film that is to be offered 1o ﬁ;‘
public. That decided the comm! 4
tee, and incidentally proved swee
solace for Miss Dunne and Twen:
tieth Century-Fox. w

‘The selection of Miss Dum\eﬂ .
play & British queen had set 0
storm of criticlsm in the press
movie industry here, Then the u&'
critics set off & vocal barrage WA
it was announced tnat the hd
can-produced and directed film Mo
been entered in the list of eomv'
iors for the royal fim perform
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