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nd question shauld
L at is enongh ta pu?
{the country into a state of turmoil from one end to ihie other;
(and what, [ would ask, 8an be imagined more disistrous to the
people than the adoption of the suggestion. They would get
behind hand in their rents, and then the proprictors could at

_ any moment come in and take the last hoof from off their farms.
Me McIstosn ~It is a singular ides, Mr Chairman, that a | Such a course as that wo!
wil o’ the wisp ".to the people. (Laughter.

reduction in the price of land 18 against lh’e interest of the pur-i

chaser. | do not see that the difivrence in the amount of the | Mr. Cooprr.—Mr. Chairman, the hon. ;oader of the Go
purchase money deterioratesthe quality of the land. | presume ‘ vernment has paraded before the committee all the despatches
that remans the same as before the purchase.  But perhaps the 'he could find, adverse to the establishment of ‘u-Court of
fion Col Treasurer may have directed all his atiention to the | Ksches d .h h v 5

jnterests of the proprietors.  Formyself, | feel it ta be my daty | goc 1eat, and the hon. member f"‘ Charlottetown (Hon' Mr.
10 endeavour to protect the interesis of the tenants.  They need | Paim.cr). argued to s_he" .th“ it could be cstubhs-bed, but
all we can do to relieve them from the burdens which injustice ‘ that it was not expedxent. u!asmuch as he thought it would
has iposed upon them: and 1 think the proprietors have often  be productive of evil. But if we look at the original grants,
shewn that they have influence enough to guard their | I do not think we need anticipate from the forfeiture of the
own interests. | was surprised to hear the hon member for | Jands, greater evils than those which the country has sus-
Charlottetown (ilon Mr Palmer) ask where were we to look tor | ¢4ined by their having beeu cousidered in force. The inten-

w fair jucy 7 Dear me, where are all the men gene ? (Laughter.) ' . : "
Duat, ljlr Chairman, | am content to leave the qestion of titles | tion of the gmms ooy ihat the Lsland should bo settled in

to the decision of & jury; | thiuk it will be found to be as fair | the proportion of one settler to every 200 acres of land;
a3 any other tribunal,  there was time allowed for such settlement, and the people

Hon Cor SecreTary —Mr Chairman, the handbill to which | were to be settled, not as tenauts, but as frecholders, for
allusion has been made does not mention the word * Escheat,” | they were to improve the Jands, and rent would amount to
wmor does it contain a single =eutenee to warrant the belief that | nothing more or less tham interest on the improvemeﬂts they

Escheat would be advocated by the iuberal party. My hon 0kt have made. There are too many individuals who have
colleague, Mr Laird, it 18 true, admits the practicability of the |, 41 people under their control, withoiit any legal or
=) o

weasure, and | regret that { have not his support on the present | t clai A - :
: ! clai See-
vecasion. | must do the hon member for Princetown {{Hon Mr | hones m to the claim to the land. The Hon. Col. See

Montgomery) the credit of saying, that he has been pr\rny con- | retary says he is anxious to pass any measures Nlculated' to
sstent in his viewa on Escheat, for | believe it was his support | relieve the tenantry, but when the Tepants’ Compensation
of Escheat that first brought him into the Howse. [ percewve | Bill was before the House, I wished its provisions extended
that he and the hon momber (Mr Cooper). prick up their ears 1to all elasses of tenants, and he opposed my views. 'The
ke hounds whey they hiear the sound which tells them that the | Governmeut have it still iu their power to bring in a Bill to
came 13 ufoot. (Laughter) Bat [ am indeed surprised at ihe | settle the lands on the terms of the original grants—that is
declaration made by the hon member for Charieimtoww el aetilanda every 200 aeres. Tlmt.g condition is still in
Tongworth), that a Ceuny o# EscueaT has never been asked "i' o d i deduced fi
for. [ think [ cin easidy prove to the commiltee that thar | f0FCe, and the argument deduce rom "h_e trawfers.of pro-
siatement i2 not corcect.  We find 1n the preamble ta the Bilj | perty cannot affect the continuing obligation of settling one
passed 1w 1837, which [ read befure, the recital by the louse | person on every 200 acres. | According to the returns of the
of Assembly. that * [lis most gracious Mujeety had been pleased | census taken in the year 1832, which I have in my hand, I
10 disallow the establishment of a Courr or Escurar in this | do not find a siug]e Township in the whole Island hnving the
fsland.”  That is certainly ar adwssion that it had been ap-| pugbor of frecholders required by the grants. Township No.
plied for, and that the House considered 1t unattainable, And 17 was the highest, and had 99 freehplders; and the next
again, in 1842, on.the Fscheat resolution, the Hounse of that | s P - ’ 0

gain, : R T . was Township No. 28, which was returned as having 94 ;
day decided in opposition ‘o Lord John Russeil’s despaich in | . v
1811 ; and ooe of the resolutions stated that the decision at | the Test ranged from 1 to 70, and several of the lots had uot
which the British Government had arrived was in opposition to | onhe selder in freehold, and many only two or three, or per-
many previons Acts and records, and among them, to the Act | haps half a dozen. The result of Escheat would not be
of 1832, 1iunled = An Act to encovrage the scttlement and | authorising the Government to rob individuals, but to induce
wnprovement of lands 1n thig Island, and to reguiste the pro | the settlemient of the country in accordance with the teyrms
<ceedings of a CoveT oF Escnear therein.” Tuoseresolutions {of the orizinal grants.

were carricd by a mejoritys but-the hon nn‘u“ﬂf‘.’ vmm{ agamst | Hos M:. Loap, Mr. Chairman, I have listened for a long
them, and by so doings put his opinion azainst the establishment | 0 “wich all the gravity and seriousmess of which I was
of a Court or LscHEAT on record.  Andagsia, in the extract | icu able, to the discussion which we have had to night, and

{be seitled. Such a recommendation as th

Trurspay, March 29,
COURT OF ESCLIEAT.
(Continued from our last.)

previcusly read from Sir George Grev's letter 1o the ban mem- | "305 ¢ g onder at the fresh vigor which has been infused
ber (Mr Coagar). it is expredsly stated ® that it is net the inten- |26 the debate, after the remarks which have been made by
tion of fler M ;-:!\'duguﬂ':r::'u'."ﬂ‘«*““h T, general Covnr the Hon. Member for Charlottetown, Hon. Mr. Palmer,
or Escurar tn the Isiand ™ Now, Mr Chairman, the hou | e o certainly bave a tendency to keep up the excitement
wember (Ve Longworth) will tell yon. norwithsiandiog this| T - question throughout the Country. Ho Las stated
avidence to the contrary, that the t'!?uD.Il'-hlll“l!flﬂ' a Ceunr or that he was OpPOSQd to escheat 20 years ago, and is so now,
LscneaT has never been agiuated in the Island! ab &.matier-of 00urss. .Butnom thek we base RcSponsible

l}
|
|

Not only i=|

the contrary the case, but the ko member voted agsinst the | oo nent the British Government must assent to oscheat,
Court. And Lask what anguage can be plainer, to express the whenever we declare that it is our wish to obtain it; that
amnion of the Legislature of the Coloay, and the decision of

despatches {rom the Colonial Minister are but waste paper,
not worthy of our notice, not even entitled to onr considera-
tion, that they do not convey the conclusion of the Biitish
Government, and he winds up his speech with the intimation
that the lands may probabf;' be escheated. Now, I would

tie British Government on the qnestion of a CourT oF EscHEAT.
"he bon member for Princetown (Hon NMr Moctgomery). says
the question was submitted to the consideration ot the Reform
Association. ‘That association did not agitate the question of

e

uld, T think, be traly holding out “a |

Vochest. ‘Yhere were plemv of reformatory measures which
sequired the attention and influence of that society, and the as
svciation night well Boubt whether Escheat wonid be a reform !

or note. And now Mr Canirman, with reference 1o the ex'raor- |

like to know, supposing the ITon. Member wished to
have the resolution of the Hon. Member Mr. Cooper passad,

'and escheat established by law, what greater encouragewent
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e. I never considored that a Court of Escheat was
ungonstitutional, buat I oppose it, and have opposed it, on
the grounds thal it was highly inexpedient, and that opinion
{1s in perfect accordance with those of the former Attorney
' and Balicitor General, which was read by the Hon. Member
{ Mr ‘Coopler; they did not advise that it was expedient, my
| opinion as to the constitutional right to such Court is the
| sa12e as theirs and of all legal men.
on. Mr. Wagan.—Mr. Chairman, as this debate has
been protracted to a late hour, it is not my intention, in
oﬂg':u_g'my obsetvations on the question, to accupy the
attention of the Committen for any great length of time. 1
lugve understood that the Ifon. Member, Mr Cooper, has sub-
mlt_‘ed his views tothe Committee through the medium of a
written document, and I must express my regret that I was not
present at the commencement of the debate, in order that 1
might have received the benefit of all the information that Hon.
Member could afford, through the means he has adopted 1o
convey it to the IHouse. When some time since, that Hon,
Member asked me, in conversation, what were my opiniois on
the subject we are now discussing, | stated thay I should, pre-
viously to voting on the matter m this House, listen with all
lhp attention of which 1 was capable, to the arguments that
might be adduced on both sides, but that my then impression
was, (!\lt it was inexpedient to consiitute the Court which is
the @bjact of the resolution he has moved.—Some weeks ago,
Sir, there was a meeting called of the constituency which 1
ha 2 the honor {o represent. At that meeling, althongh not
specially invited, T thought it my duty as representing the
district to attend. T weat to it, and several questions were put
to me as 1o the views and probable action of the government
on the subject of the Fishery Reserves; and the question of
lischeat was fully gone into. 1 explained to the peaple
present at the meeing, the views of the local government
on the Reserves, and quoted portions of varions despatches and
other documents to show the decision of the Imperial Govern-
ment in opposition to the establishment of a court of Fscheat ;
and I asked them if they considered it advantageous or desirable
to asspme an attitude of hostility to the British Government Tand
L convineed them of the fatlity of the agijation even if it
received the encouragement and approval of the Execative Coun-
cil and the Lieutenant Governor himself. la arriving at the
conclusion, which I have come to on this subjeet, I need scarcely
deehl"e that my mind has not been biassed Iy any regard for the!
proprietors.  They have never been friends of mine, and my
pasthistory will show that I have never been their advoeats
[ lhe_\news I shali express thisevening, 1 am, | can assure the
committee, unbiassed, save by a desire to have the matter settied,
without exeiting or encouraging an agitation at once useless as
far as the attainment of i's professed object is concerned,, and
mischievous in its effect upon the minds of the people. The
first thing that attracts my notice inthe discussion this evening,
is the singular manner in which the resolution of the Member,
Mr. Capper, is worded —It states: * Whereas Her Majesty
has been graciously pleased to give her assent to an Act for the
purciase of Land on behalf of the Government, and it is
provided in the Fifih Section, that it shali be the duty of the
Commissioners 1o investigate, or cause to be investigated,
thefitles of snch Lands, and make a report of the result of
such examination or investization to povernment ; and whereas
the titles to such Lands were 10 have been made perfect by the
performance of certain conditions. Resolvad, therefore, that a
Court of eompetent Jurisdietion be appointed to investigate and
deeide upon tie titles of &lf lands liable to forfeiture, and also 1o
try the fraud in practice, to make British subjects tenants upon
forfeiied lands, instead of aliens, as intended by the prants.”’
Now, Mr. Chairman, I must state my opinion, that this
Resolution is an evasion of the question, and does not bring
up the suhject of Escheat fairly and honestly befora the
House. This Comwittee is constituted for tha purpose of
ascertaining the opinion of Members if a Court of Escheat
jig: to be established, but the Resolution purports to be

based on an assumption that the Government have omitted
to comply with the spirit and provisions of a particular Act
—the Land Purchase Bill—on the assumption that the

I must say it is the most extraordirary and indefensible doc-
trine I ever listened to within the wails of this House.
! What, Sir, a-deaPatch not the expression of the will of the
<‘ Government? Not to be considered in a higher light then
|as a mere declaration of personal opinionY On what, I
would ask that member, is our constitution based !

Hon. Mr. PALmer. —On Responsible Government. .

Hon. Mr. Waerna~.—On Responsible Government!  * I thank
thee, Jew, for teaching we that word.”” (laughter) DBut is not Res-
pousible Government itself based on a Despatch? (oh oh,) Hon.
members may ery ““ oh,” but I maintain that all our Celonial Con-
stitutions are founded on Despatches from Colonial Ministera,

Hon. Mr. Parmer.—Then a Despaich may take it away
again,

“Hon Mr. WagrLAN.—The Hon. Mewmber for Charlottetown
went farther, and stated that it was the duty of the Government of
the Colony to resist the Lwperial Government, that the understand-
ing between that Government and the proprietors was not to be
considered as an obstacle—that the Bill having once received the
sanction of this llonse, and of the Legislative Coancii, and then
been approved by the Lieatenant Governor and the Executive
Council, must, as a matter of course, be alluwed by the Britich
Government. Why, Sir, I may well express surprise at such
opinions and assertions coming from such a soorce. Why was it
that the Bank Bill, which had all those aids, did not receive the
royal assent? '

Hon, Mr. PALMex.—Because it had a suspending clanse.

Hon. Mr. WierLaN.—Does the hon. memeber mean to sy
that we should pass a Bill establishing a Court of Escheat without
a suspending clause, and that, if we did, the British Goveroment
would allow its operation ?

Hon. Mr. Longwortu.—They would have to.

Hon. Mr. WrEeLAN.—If, Mr. Chuirmian, the Government of the
Colony have the power, as asserted by the two hon. members for
Charlottetown, I would like to know, why, when they were iu
power, they did not constitute the Court ?

Hon. Mr. PaLmeRr.—Because it was against my priuciples.

Hon. Mr. WrerLa~N.—Yes, and 1 suppose it was azainst your
colleague’s principles too, notwithstanding his speech 1o night in
tavor of it, (laughter). ilaving now, Mr. Chairman, notic- 4 the
more prominént members of the minority, T will tarn ©  this
side, and 1 shall notice in the first place the Hon. Mewbes, Mr,
Laird. e stated that under Respoasible Government we could
obtain the establishinent of the Court. Now, in the name of con-
mon sens2, what conneciion is there between Responsille Govern-
ment and the establishment of a Court of Escheat? I weuld ask
that Hon. Member, why. entertaining such eopinions, he was go
quiescent from 1851 to 18552 Responsible Government was con-
ceded in 1851, yet no syllable was heard from the Hon, Momber
in favor of Escheat. He nust assuredly have been guilty of a gross
neglect of duty in not bringing it before the tlouse, if he deemed it
so essentially necessary and so undeubtedly a watier of right. T
shall now, Mr. Chairman, notice a remark or two which were made
by the Hon. Member, Mr. M¢Intosh, and in the first place I mus:
admit that he has paid a high compliment to thae people of the
Island, his own constituents iucluded, when he designated them
¢* bastards.’” I doubt not that the tertn will be very popular, and
that the Hon. Member’s courieous agpellation will be duly acknow-
ledzed by those to whom it was applied. (Laughter.) [le has
made allusion to some imaginary case of turning out one set of Land
Agentste make room for anotner. Now, if he means by
the idea that the present Government are
Lelieve that he is stacere ia making the iusi
There is not a single Member of the Goverum )-
prietor, with the exception of the Hona, Col. Treasurer, and the
[Tou. Member himself must admit that that gentleman is in every
respect worthy of his high position in this dfouse and in the
| Government of the Colony.  How unfair is it for ihe Hon. Member
to say thut the people have derived po.benefit from Responsible
Government—that the only difference consists in 2 were chisngo of
,oflice holders. Does that Hon Memblor forget the measares the
liberal party has carried from 1851 to 18552 Is the e: tension of the
franchise nothing ? Is the opening of tha ports a measure so unim-
portant and so uaproductive of benelit that it has escnped the recol-
lection of the Hon, Member? Cannot his memory sugzest the pass-
ing of the 1-8th bill, the Education Act, and many other Ac's 1
could name, which the liberal party have cirried? Why is it thut
after being pledged aswas his colieague, to support the liberal Govera-
ment, he now says ‘that the only difference between that and l.he
Government it superseded is a change ia the individuals holding

{

| he could give than he bas afforded by such remarks to the

' * . taes ‘. g = d :- "t Y " w 4"’. - 0 b 4
dinary :i;r-‘»-; h n!_ tne hen ln‘.x vher for (‘1] o \‘| to ‘t(\ 'X\I.il‘ ‘.‘} ._“r } very measure he intends fo mote agamst. Bow sell it will
Palimer]. althaugh’ agreq’ with the coticligion to whicly he' hs |read ia the mewspapers! What contradiction between the
arrived, | was indaed awused at the manner v which he

. . : {speech and the vote! This is indeed * running with the
treated the subjrcr. e ranmded we of two or three youag |\ 0 "o n g bunting with the bound.” But I think that
fe.iows going 10 rob a heu-oost. (Langhter) ‘The hon mem-1 o "sampor has done a serious injury to the country by
ber Jaid great stress on the fact that the Bill for estabhishing a {4 0 speech he has made to night. Tt will go far to encourage
Court of Fscheat must pass throngh the Legislative Council— o

: 5 : | the agitation of this question, going abroad as it will under
then receive tha sanctiom of the lLieut Governor. He himself |

will not support it, but does all lie can fo induce others to vote
for it; asa boy mizht say to his feilows—** Oh, [ cannot rob
the hen roost, it would net do for me to be seen on such a |
business, tut you ean go,and | advise you to do se, and | hnel
no ohjection 1o participate in the plunder.” (Laughter) |
have nu doubt that the hon m®inber can find out many gmunds!
of whi.ch he will avail hudself, to try and recover the Attorney |
Generaiship. e will endeavonr 1o tickle up the hon inember
(Mre Coepor), and induce him to agitate this giestion, until

|

the influenee of his authority. T oppose the resolution, as I
believe that the agitation will only prove injurious to the
Colony and disquiet the minds of the people for no practical

{result, for although the Ion. Member says the British Go-

vernment must grant escheat, I am very well convinced, that
whether they must or not, they will not. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Pawuer, Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Member who
has just sat down states that he listened to the debate with
all the gravity he could call into requisition. T believe him,
for I never saw him so grave in my life, and pretty good

Government have not investigated the titles of the Waorrel| the reins 2 Sorry indeed Iam, Mr. Chuirman, to hear such expres-
Estate previously to the purchase of the property. Now [ sions from a gentleman ‘who has hitherto uniformly accorded l‘n.s
will ask the Hon. Member who introduced the Resolution |suppoit to the present Government, m:d! equally lfh:.lil regret his
if he can say eandidly and honestly thatno such iavestiga- | Assertions that Hon. Me‘"b"'?:‘“ie a”"f"c“"g ;"]5' o
tion has been made? Does he mecan to say that the Covern- Mr. McIyrosu.—1 sald 1 4 -0 een‘ - 50, & au
ment had not a report on the validity of the titles before afraid I shall have to bch‘(?vc it. ] (Lﬂu;f-_-:ltel-)

them, prior to. the purchase of the property? (e knowal Hon. Mr. Waerax.—Then 1 should hise to know on what
that yesterday "the opinion of the Iion. Attorney General| groundg the lion. member bases his belief, Is Lh?re. in tho
was laid before the House, on the subject of the titles, and | Jurchase of the Worrel estate, any thing to justify his be-
I say, Sir, that o;..ini(_m, fm_d the iu\'escigatign on which itl lief. He knows there is not. = And yet does he besitate (o
was based, and of which it is the result, are in strictaccord- | adduce such charges at the very time when he canaot bring

i with th isi 3 i rchs 3ill. s 18 »m: the
:ll)]:eﬁft;lt Lecﬁoﬁr?}':ﬁf.:: i);tmt l’ﬁo,l;t;'iﬁ {;::,c :‘.‘::dbgllmu??f: forward a shadow of evidence to substantiate them; theio

Establishment,of a Court of Escheat? [ will read from the | should be at ]cast' some.slxght appearance of fuct—something
section: ¢ Tt shall be the duty of such the Commissioner |at least, which might give ‘t!ne imputation a character of pro-
of Public Lands, from time to timo, when any such tender for | bability, no matter how faint. Look at the eileet of guch
the sale of Lands shull be referred to him by the Lieutenant| remarks going abroad to the couniry from the pep of tho
Governor in Council, to examine into the same and the | Rangrter,” I must say, that the remarks he has made to-

witumately, 1n the confusion it may create, he aud his frlemis?mnso“ he has for his gravity. (Laughter.) If he is dis-
may obtuin power and place.  Bat, Sir, the Governent have | pleased at the observations { P

taken their stand on this question, and | agree with the hon :L'ommittcc,
weuniher (Hon Mr Palmer), that if Esclieat were established it |
would not affect the eriginal proprietors, as the lauds have now, |

1 80 many instances, changed hands.  And s those changes | pastoful to the Hon. Member. He knew that I could take a
have, o a great extent, been wade on the faith of e despatches | greater latitude, could take a wider range and treat the sub-
of the British Government which [ have read to the committee, | ject with more freedom than he could, being as he is, fettered
and of others, with which 1 have not thought it worth while to i,'hy his position as a Member of the Government. The Ifon.
trouble them. 1 do think it would be au act of the (] Secretary Las said, that my remarks originated in a
grossest injustice 10 Lie present owners Lo deprive them of their | dosira to turn out the present Government. Sir, however
properties at this day. The faith of the Home Government has | Jesirable 1 may conceive a change of Government to be, yet

2 if my conduct to night were guided by any motive of that

been so repeatedly and so explicitly pledged 1o the proprietors,
that a daviation now from the spirit of its repeated deciarations | pature, I should ad’opt a totally diff'rent course from that

on this subject would render Great Britain a bye-word among | which I intend to pursue; I should, in that ecase, vote for
nations.  The effect of such a breach of fuith wou'd convey a|the resolution. But, Sir, suppose this resolution carried,
reproach  which would never be forgotten. Suppose, Mr and the present Government overthrown, can it be supposed
Chairman, tkat the present Government, anxious to prevent a  that [ would come in and join a Government in carrying
sajority against them on this question, lent it their aid, or | gut a measure, which but twenty-four bours before I "had
"m{“‘d no opposition to the resolution, what, 1 ask, wonld be | denounced. The Members of the Government feel that they
the result 2 Why, Sir, the measure would affect not only the ‘are in an awkward position in dealing with this question.
large proprietors, but no distinetion could be ‘drawn between ;Thnnk God, T have not two masters to serve, I can vote on
the owners of large trac's and small lots-— between the proprie- | this matter independently, but ‘the Government know they
tors of 10,000, 1,060 or 100 acres. “I'o obviate that difficulty,  must oppose the resolution of thejilon. Member, Mr. Cooper,
yen would have to bring in a partial Bill, aud then we should 'and that their opposition will damage them with the people
frave the cry of *class legisiation.” [Let tha committee con- and probably cause them to lose their offices. The Lieute-
sider the lapse of time that has ocewired.  Why, it is now more | nant Governor, from what I know myself, must feel an
than thirty years since the indulgences were granted, and that | jnterest in the question, and will® doubtless use his influence
nlone ought to give a title by possession, As 10 myself, Mr | to maintain the rights of property, and his Government
Chairman, I repeat that [ never pledzed myself to this measure, ! must accordingly present a compact frout in opposition to
and if we canuot carry on the Government without holding out | the resolution, no matter what may be their individual
i the people hopes of measures whichr cannot be obtained, I | wishes or opinions. There is the reason for their votes, and
say let the Government be scattered to the winds, | can refer 1 think it will be admitted that mine is based on different

reviously submitted to the
i can not help that, as I stated that I thought it
robable that my speech would not please either party, and
can readily imagine the reason why my remarks were dis-

with pride and pleasure to many measures beneficial 10 the and far more creditable grounds. The Government deny |

tenantry of the Isiand, which 1 have earried through the House. | that they countenanced the idea that they would support
I will justance the Education Act, which enables a man to | Escheat, and in proof of that they tell us thpc the word
educate a family of eight ‘or nine children, at an expense of ¢ Fscheat” is not mentioned in the hand bill tl!at was
only six shiiings & year; the Land Purchase Bill; the Tenen's' circulated by their party ; certainly it is not named in that,
Fowpensaion Bill; the Bill to prevem the landlords dragging land it is not to be supposed that it would be. No, no, Sir,
the tenants into the Small Debts Court; the Bill for the protec- it is not in printed papers, nor on public platforms that we
tion of tenauts, in cases of disyess; the One-Nioth Bill; and | expeet to find such statements put forth to the worlq. Baut,
the Franchise Bill.  And in addition to those, there is the pro- letters traverse the whole Island, and what is easier than
posed tax on the proprictors’ rent-rolls.  Those measures nre'quxetly_ and generally through the medium of letters to pri-
all of a practieal character; and will work positive good to the | yate friends, to hold out the expectatism_of free land, if onee
people, while Fseheat is wnpracticable, and, as [ said before, | they were returned to t_he flouse. This is the way in which
the agiiation 13 not only uscless, but positively mischievous, as | the seeds of this agitation have been ptanted_, and Members:
exciting hopes which cannot be realized.  \Why, Mr Chairman, | of the Government must not be su rised, il after sowing
look at the advice given to the people by the hon member(M-rztho wind, they should reap the whirlwind. My Q“mg“i
Cooper) in hise publshed pamphlet. In that pamphlet-is a re- | Eschoat has always been consistent; I have ontertaums a

commendation (hat the Lieutenant Governor be requested to | €x d the same_scotiments year .fml-, vy g o |
Lave whatever amount the tenant can pay oa sccoust of reats amswer to the Hon. Member, Mr. Cooper, bas always been

descriptions and particulars thereof, and ‘to investigate or
cause to be investigated the title of such lands, and he shall
make a report of the result of such examination and investi-
gation to the Government.”” While the negotiations for the
'purchase of the Worrel Estate were in progress, the chief
legal adviser of the Crown made the requisite examination,
and his report, which the Commissioner of public lands of
| course adopted, was submitted to the Government previous-
{1y to the purshase having been concluded. That report is
'on the Table, and it proves that the premises on which the
resolution is predicated are not correct, and as a necessary
consequence, there is no justification for the Court he seeks.
When the Committee was proposed, the Hon. Col. Secretary
asked me my opiuion as to the most desirable mode of pro-
ceeding. I suggested that it would probably be as well to
wait for any resolutions which the Hon. Member, Mr.
Cooper, might introduce. I shall offor in opposition to the

resolution he has moved, one hastily drawn up by myself
to the following eflect : —

“ Whereas by various despatches from suecessive Secretaries of
state {or the Colonies it has been shown to be the fixed and unaiter-
able determination of Her Majesty’s Government to abstaiz from
any investigation into the conditions of the original Grants of Town-
ship Lands in this Island, Her Majesty’s Government having
slated that such conditions were fulfilled as far as practicable—and
whereas to agitate the question of Escheat, which 1s almost univer-
sally deemed to be a necessary forerunner to the commencement of
the tenantry of this Colony, withuut producing the least beneficial
result, owing to the positive refusal of Her Majesiy’s Government
to sanction the establishment of any such Court of Escheat—|
and yhereas this Committee have every reasen Lo bgheve ll_lv'l'l !heﬁ
éicnt majority of the population of this Island are.suusﬁm'l with the?
Law passed in 1853 for the purpuse of purchasing the interest of
| Proprietors in the ‘Township lands in this Island, as the easiest |
and most effectual mode of setiling the long vexed questiom between |
{landlord and tenant, and that no such exireme measure as an|
Fscheat is now expected by the majority of the population, Rc-:
solved therefore, that it is .iuexpedient'and unnecessary to appeal |
again to the Imperial autRorities for its sanction on bebalf of a
measure so long agitated and so” firmly rejected by Her Majesty’s !
Government.”’ F el )

In moving that resolutien it will not be necesgary for me
to take up the time of the Committee, after what bas fallen
from the tlon. Col. Secretary.

1
I shall, however, make one or
two remarks in addition to bis, and T must in the first place
allude to tbe strange doctrine promulga
Member for Charlottetown, Hon. Mr.
’nwh was not to be censidered as binding on the Government. |
That it was merely, as the Lon. Member, Mr. Cooper, bad |
stated, the expression of the individual opinion of the
Colonial Minister of the day. This idea was 8welt upon
with congiderable carnestness by the hon. member, and I

almer, that a des-

|
i
!

|

3

{

the investigution referred to, would lead to ‘unsettle the minds of |

ted by the Hon.wPalmer), that the liberal membe
| the resolation of the hon, member (Mr.
| thems

night are inconsistent with the opivion I bad formed of his
character. Another opinion he has expressed deserves sowe
notice at my hands. e has stated that a Court of Escheat
is our right under our constitution. I ask him where he
| finds the authority for that doetrine? Is it to be found in
| the despateh of 1851, by which Responsible Governmeut was
conceded to the Colony? ~ Our constitution is based upon a
despatch from Lord Grey, which gave us the principle of
responsibility to the people, ou the part of their ru!efs, apd
which was conditional on the settlement of the Civil List -
Bill. In that despatch not one word is to be found on the
sabject of a Court of scheat; on the contrary, there issued
from the same office, almost at the same time, the so-calied
“bloody despatch.” Will the hon. member say that that des-
patch forms part of our constitution ? It ie no more a part of
our constitution than the covstitution of China. Now, Mr.
Chairman, I must leave my friends on my left, though soiry
[ to part with good company, (laughter,) and turn once more
[to my right, and I shall take up the remarks of the hon.
{nember for Princetown (Hon. Mr. Montgomery). 1 must
|gay, Sir, that he has alleged a most extaacidinary reason for
| the vote- he purposes to give. He stutes that the question
'has been the subject of general agitation tliroughout the
'country, and that individuals have been going about the
country exciting the people by instilling the hope tha:
Escheat will be granted, and that he will vote in favor of
the Court to test the question. Now, Mr. Chairman, [ deny
that persons have been seat through the Colony on the errand
he bas alleged, and I affirm that no agitation of the question
was got up by the liberals for the purpose of obtaining sup-
port a# the lost geueral election. Those statements ‘wero
wade by the party in opposition and the press which supports
them. ~ But [ defy them to adduce proof of their assertions.
Who ave the liberal members of this House to whom those
charges will apply? T ask him to name. = No, Sir, he kuows
he cannot name a single individual among the supporters ci
the Government in this House who has acted as be weuld
fain induce the people to believe. With reference to the
observationof the hon, member for Charlottetown (Hon. Mr.
rs, by offering oppositivn to
Cooper), might laugh
2 P . Tt 13 scarcely necessary to re-
alves out of the I-Icmset o :ﬁnh whish grovokied his
he resolution, but was excited
taimly was calculated to

|

mind that hon. member ‘tha
observation was vot caused byt -
by & remark of Lig own, which cer
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