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Charlottetown, May 20, 1867.

OLONTAL B}RLIAMENT.

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS IN THE
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Fripay, May 10.

[louse in Committee on petitions praying
for the establishment of Swall Debe Ceurts
in different places. s

Alter some debate relative to the impro-
priety of increasing the number of mell
Debt Courts, except in thickly populated
lucalities, or villages, where it was cbarly
shown that the growing trade and bumness
of such places required the establishment of
such Courts, resolutions were adopted to the

ellect that Small Debt Courts be established |

at the following places, pamely : one at

Montague Bridge, and also one at Summerset,

Lot 27.

Hon. Mr. Howlan submitted a resolution
to the effect, that it is expedient tn'ulvncnd
the Act relating to the recovery of Swall
Debts, so as to increase the number of Courts,
and to aathorise the Government to appoint
Commissioners to the Courts established
under the said Act. :

Mr. Prowse opposed the resolution, t.hc
objecs of which, he =aid, was to appomnt
partizan Cowmissioners. The administra-
tion of justice at Small Debt L'uur!r‘.hlmul(l
be ua iree from political hi;l\l’ as in FIn:
Supreme Court of the Colony.  The prineiple
in both cases was the same.

ton. Me. Howlan remarked on the sweep-
ing change made by the late Government
relative to the dismissal of their political op-
ponets, and the appointment of their !'rirmiﬂ
and supporters to office in all the depart-

. » et gl
ments of the publie service, and especially in |

relation to Commissioners of Small Debts.
It was, in {act, expected under the principles
ot Responsible Gevernment, that changes of
adwinistration would be followed by the ap-
pointwent to office of supporters of the Gov-
crnment. That practice was fully carried
out by the late Government, which naow

they would, he supposed, condemn in others. |

Mr. Green—Two wrongs will not make a
wright. Courts of Law should not be made
}x‘.llil.l,‘;ll.

Hen. Leader of the Government alladed to
the general change that was made eight
years gince by the late Government. The
appointments mace by them were of a parely
party character. Hon. members who sznc-
tioned such a change, should not eondemn
the same course if pursued by others. (lerks
of Small Del t Courts were found to neglect
making their Returns, us directed by the law.
Changes were in some cases necessary.
Partics long in office frequently felt o secure
in their tenure that they became indifierent
and neglizent in the discharge of their daties.

Hon. Mr. MeAulay said as the Government
had numerical strength to carry their wea-
sures, a Dill would, he presumed, be pre-
sented in conformity with the resolution
under consideration.  When that Bill would
be hefore a Committee of the whole House,
wounld be the proper time to debate more
filly the matter. He would therefore but
observe that Courts of Law should not be of

a political eomplexion. The fountains of |

Justice should not be polluted by the banetul
influences of political partizanship.
Hon. Mr. Davies pointed out the distine-

tion between the eonstitation of the Supreme |

Court and that of Small Debt 'Courts. The
salaries of those administering justice in-the
former, were not dependent upoun the amount

of busii ess transacted or the number of suits, |

before the Court, whereas the fees arising
from the latter composed the saiaries of the
Comuissioner, who eonsequently were per-
sonally intcrested in the number of cascs
before the Courts.  Occasionel changes were
desirable to prevent parties {rom creating a
business out of their offices.

ilon. M. Henderson— It might be sup-
poted from the complexion of the present
Governmert, that they would, from their
avowedly independent character, be the
proper party to inaungurate a better system
than had hitherto been followed relative to
the partizan nature of Government appoint-
ments, Ie would hope, thevefore, that the
appoiztments of the present dominant party
would be characterized by more moderation
and less partizanship than those of their
predece sors of whatever party.

Hon. Mr. Laird said, he, as one member of
tle Government, would not support the
removal of all Commissioners of Small Debts.
Com petency, character and impartiality in
the discharge of duty, should be comidycred
relative to the offices in question.

Hon. Mr. Hensley said the Opposition |

need not manifest any anxiety on the ques-

tion. e concurred with the remarks of the |

Hon. Mr. llenderson,relative to the propriety
of exercising moderation and discrimination,
touching the appointa ent of public offices,
more especially when these appointments re-
lated to the adwinistration of justice.
ton. Mr. Callbeck alluded to the proserip-
tion policy of the late Government, relative
to public patronage. The supporters of that
Government could not be considered very sin-
cere when they condemned in others that course
practised and rursucd by their own party.
Mr. P. Sinclair would favor the retaining
in, and appointing to, tl e office of ( omwmis-
sioncr of Small Dobts those whose talents and
abilities recommended t! em to that important
ition, irrespective ot party proclivitics.
Mr. Reilly—An infusion of a new element
was required. Small Debt Courts were be-
coming c.rrupt from the fact that they were
made to :erve the party and seclfich ends of
tbose whoruled over then.  Parties in many
cages. complained of the conduct of Clerks
and other officers connected with such Cours.
He would, however, favor the exercise of
modcration, relative to the political con:ple-
tion of Courts of Law.

Mr. MeNeill said that the Sons and friends |

of Commissioners, in many instances, were
sppointed Clerks to said Courts ; Constables
too were {rcquently appointed who made a
trade of soliciting business for those Courts,
It was bigh time to clleet clanges in many
cases, but he would not go to remove efficicnt
and impartial officers.

Mr. McLennan eaid he lailed to see the
expediency of amending the law relating to
Smwall Debt Courts It was evident the oh
ject waw to appoint political partizins to the
important offices of Commissioners of Small
Debts. Resolution was then adopted and a
Committee appointed to bring in a bill in
conformity therewith.

Lon. Leader of the Government presented
to the Uouse supplementary estimates of the
expenditure ot the Guvernmeut for the eur-
rent year. Among the itews in said esti-
mates, appear the following, viz:

Southport Ferry W harf, £40 0 ©
Lunatic Asylum for Fencing and
enlarging Kitchen, 30 0 0

Harhor Lights at Rustico, Saint
Peter’s and Tracadie Lar-

hors each 20 0
Light at St. Andrew’s Point 10 0 0

Breastwork at Government House 150 (0 0

[ on. Mr. Kelly, Chairman of the Com-| Uon. Mr. llenderson was not satisfied that

mit,e_e appointed to prejare an address to
liis Excellency the Lieutenant Governor to

give effect to the reoummendations contained | Hon. Mr. Laird, in reply, said, I

| Don. Mr. Davies—If it can be shown that

Mr. McNeill agreeably to notice asked the
Government what information, if any appear-
ed before them, in reference to the condition
of the Indians of Lennox Island—whose pos-
scssions were threatened by the proprietor. |
He boped the few remaining portion of the |
aborigimes of the County woull be protect-
el in the peace’ul possession of  that Island. |

tion. Leader of the Government in reply
gid that wothing official was submitted to |
[the Government relative to the question
| asked.
| The following bills were severally reported :
lagreed to, namely : i
™ P compel mu;ywrs of vessels to exhibita
{light while in the harbor at night time. i

Exempting property belonging to Her Ma-|
jesty and the Government from duty and |

faxes. &
| To amend the Act relating to judgments |
in the Supreme Court binding leasholds. .

On motion of Dr. Jenkins, the bill to
establish a Hospital at Charlottetown for
sick and disabled Seamen and others, was

received and read. i
Hon. Mr. Davies, Chairman of the Com-|
| niittee appointed to report on the state M,
the Charlottetown Ferry, submitted a Report
| to the effect that grievances did exist relative
to the crossing ot said Ferry, which should
be remedied. The insulliciency of water on|
the South Port side of the river, prevented
the Steamer Irons approaching the lnnd'i.ng
plice at Jow water at certain times. The
Steamer should ply more ln-qugn(!y than
pvided for by the contract for said Ferry—
and the hours for crossing should be extended
| —sidewalks and bulwarks should be erected
on the wharls for safety of passengers. j
Said Report recommends that a sam suffi

cient be placed at the disposal of U.u.- (
ment for the purpose of indemnifying the
Contractor of said Ferry for the per-
formance of additioral services not cone
tracted for by his agreement, namely, to
run the Steamer until Y o’clock, p. m., daily ;
and to ply every quarter of an hour Irngn 9
o'clock, a. m.,.until 4 o’clock, p. m., daily;
{Sunday excepted : and ulso to cause the
dredging of the Channels leading to Char-
lottetowa and Soath Port wharls, sufficiently

decp for the Steamer to pass over at the | : :
| Roman Catholie Chapel. His nllnli-‘
ahove alluded to ; that the cause of the com-| in reply to the hon. member Mr, Reilly, b

lowest tides, and to ereet the sidewalks, &e.,

plaints so long and frequently made by the
public relative to said Fervy, arose more
irom the want of accorimodations as des-
{cribed, than from any negligence on the
part of the Contractor to lv\:rlln'm his part
" the agreement relative to saud Ferry.
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inz ol New R ads was comnitted to a Commit-
tee of the whole biouse. A long debate
| touching the opening of new Roads in
| different sections of the Island, ensued. The
recommendation of the said Committee as
contained in their report, to cause a sarvey
and examination of two lines ofa contemplat-
el road from Montague Dridge to Murray
| River, called forth a long discassion, as to
the most preferable of said lines of road. 1In
accordance with said report, the Government
was authorised to caure said survey to be
made, and o report the result thereof to the
| House next Session,
| The ¢ hairman at a late hour reported the
Report of said Committee adopted.

House adjourned.
f Sarurpay, May 11.
| House in Committee of Supply. Certain

lesolutions were submitted, and on the ques-
[ tion being about to be put thereon,
i Lion. Mr. Henderson directed attention to
an item of £20 voted in aid of St. Ann’s
is«luml, and szid he wished to be informed
| what description of School that was, was it
I strietly sectarian?  If s0, he would on prin-
| ciple oppose that grani.

ilon. Attorney General said that the grant
| in question was. equivalent to a similar sum
| vored to the School known as the Bog School,
‘and conducted under the supervision of the
| Celonial Church Society. The special and
| praisewcrthy object of both the St. Ann’s
{and Bog Schools was to educate the children
of the poorer classes, irrespective of their
creed or country. :
| Mr. Bell—It was just and proper to en-
(eourage thouse benevolent Schools for educa-
(ting the poor, by the small appropriations in
| the Resolation.
| Hor. Leader of the Government—The
| Sideocl in question was one of those poor
| Schools conducted on the very same princi-

ples as that known as the Bog School.

Hon. Leader of the opposition was oppesed
| to Sectaiian Schools being subsidized by the
State. The Bog School was taught by a
| Protestant Lady, under the supervision of
the Charch of kngland, but it was open to
the clildren of ail denominations ; and if St.
Ann’s Sehool were condueted on the same
liberal prineiple, and not exclusive, he would
support the grant of £20 alluded to.

Mr. Reilly— Both St. Joseph’s and St.
Aun’s Schools were open to all classes, and
their object was to educate the poer chil-
dren of the city.

Mr. Prowse—If any religious test was en-
forced, and the Schoofwns not suhject to the
control of the Visitor, as was other Govern-
ment Schools, he would oppose the graut.

Mr. Kicklam—The object of those in

| were at all events objectionable to

Mr. McLennan was not aware thatgs
‘ sectarian School was tanght at St %,

Govern-| which the hon. member (Jr. Breel

{
|

land failed to find any such books as were aj-

| the City should not have made uvee of an ge
| sertion” of that nature against one who, for
wered that the said report be adopted. | ¢he past 20 years, was favorably known asq
The report of the Committee on the open-

e —— = 3
upon which those Schocls hﬂﬁ been ) »
ad were objectionablc. the lairest way w
be to strike out the grants {ur the e o
them. 1t was well known th..} even itk
Normal School and l‘n‘nce o.f Wales Oy
Books were used which, if neg

i

—among those books was Collier’s Histop
England. Hg bhad no ohjection to the Sefhoq
w question heing open 10 the inspecti T
the School Visitor. o

Hon. Mr. Howlan— A school simila; gy ‘
one at Goorgetcwn and  Charlettetown e
taught at St. Eleanor’s.

Hon. Mr. Henderson was not more fagg,
able to one sectarian school th'an. g
was opposed to all ﬁl!(‘h on pr.'"c""“wm
was the ground of his (»I)J(Acg.nn.

Mr. G. Sinclair—>Strange indeed thag
oppositioa to similar schools was heard
till mow. He hoped hon. members
satisfied with the explanations given,

Mr. Brecken—In reply to the allusion o
the hon. member, Mr. Rielly, to books
Prince of Wales College, he might e
that he bad been told books were used g
school, not far distant, ofa ‘“P:U)I\lu
Dritish tendency stich asshould not be tolest.
ed in any DBritsh Colony: St. Ann's 8¢l
was iuu't. as much entitled to a grant ag 3
other schools named of a like cl‘mm’ 4
ths Lordship the Roman Catholie B'.h, ;
Charlottetown deserved the thanks of
whole community for filling that school |
emptying the streeis of the children of g}
poor.

Mr. Rielly—If books of that dan
character were taught at the school §

alluded, the fault was with the visitor, wh
should report on such books,
Dr. Jenkins commended the disinterested
and self sacrificing zeal for the poor by whi
those Ladies, both Protestant and (a
who taught the &chools m question, way
actuated, their sole objest being to impart ip.
straction to the poor of the place, ?
Hon. hir. Howlin asked the hon. membep
(Mr. Brecken) what school did be mean,
Mr. Brecken—The school taught in the olq

Hon. Mr. Howlan read from the Vi
Report the books used in the School named,

| luded to on the list. The hon. wember fop

|

| teacher. It was ungenerous to brand that
| teacher. or his school, with dusloyalty—ag
| assertion without proot.

Mr. Brecken wouid not vouch for the cop-
rectness of the report, but he was told of
and only referred to it in reply to the state
ments made by a hon member touching books
in Prince of Wales College.

Hon. Mr. Henderson—Giving grants fop

ears did not make it right. In Scotland,
r.tyi.e Visitor of Schools reported on similae
| chools.  He would second the Resolution of
| the hon member Mr. P. Sinclair.

Hon. Mr. Davics—He would also
that Resolution ; and he was astoni 0
find that the hon. member, Mr. Henderson,
had, for four years as a member of the late
Government, sanctioned grants which he now
condemned.

Hon. Leader of the Opposition—If it would
be found that tests were inculcated in any of
the Sehools in question, the grant in
future be withdrawn. He would, therefore,
support the Resolution instructing the Visitor
to report on said schools. The children ot
all denominations were taught at the school
in Georgetowa,

Mr. Bell thought the Resolation invidious
and would move in amendwent that the hon.
member, Nr. P. Sinclair, have leave to with-
draw it. '

The question was put on the amendment,
and negatived as follows, viz:-—

Yeas—Hons. Coles, Howlan, Kelly, Messrs
Bell, Jenkins, Brecken, Arsneaux—(7.)

Nays—Hons. He y Laird, Callbeck,
Davics, Henderson, McAulay, Haviland,
Messrs. P. Sinclair, G. Sicclair, Prowse,
Ramsay, McLennan, Green, Howatt, Kick
ham, Cameron, Met ormack, Reailly-—i8,

The Resolution was aceordingly adopted.

The Law Reform bill reluting to pleadings
and practice in the Supreme Court, was read
a third time and passed, and also the bill to
amend the Education Act.

Hon. Colomal Sceretary presented returns
of various Small Debt Courts through the Ie
land.

The Act to Incorporate the Charlottetown
Botel Company was read a second time and
agreed to.

Mr. MeNill divected the attention of the
Ilcure to the disturbed state of the Indians
on Lennox Island, and moved that 1. Stewart,
¥sq., Indian Commissioner, be heard at tl
Bar of the House on the subject of Indian
claims ov said Island. The Report of the
lind commission plainly stated that the Indie
aus had been n uninterupted vecupancy of
that Island for more than half a century and
had built a Chapel and made other improve
ments thereon, and gave it us their dech

charge of that School was to imypart instruc-
|tion to the children of the poor of all de- |
| nominations. {
Mr. P. vinclair was of opinion that all|
{sueh Schools as those alluded to, should be |
subject to the same regulations as ordinary |
District Schools, and he submitted a resolu- |
{tion to the effect, that all Schools receiving |
aid from the Treasury, whether under the
nawe of Poor > chools or otherwise, should
| be under the supervision of the School Visi-
[ tor, and included in his report tle same as
| Districet Schools taught by licensed Teachers.
| Hon. Mr. I'enderson was not di posed to
take a narrow view of the question. The
scctarianism of a School depended on what
was tavght in such, On principle he was
opposed to Schouls or ( olleges of a scetarian
character being supported from the public
funds.
| Hon. Mr, Howlan—The Bog fehool was
for many years condueted by a Protestant
| Lady and under the eontrol of te Church of
England Pector, St. Aun’s S¢hool was under
the jurisdiction of the Ladies of tle Convent,
and attended alike by Catholics and Protes-
tants. Those Schools might be named the
| East aud West Bog Schools ; their laudable
|ohjects were similar, namely, the education
of the poor and orplan children of the place.
| He was surprised to find hen. members, who
have in the past supported the grant for the
former, now o} posing a similar grant for the
 latter.
| Mr. Prowse—When Protestants or Catho-
{lies established Schools under their own
{ peculiar control, they should support them
{from the funds of their several Cbhureles,
and not seck Covernment aid.

| avy of the Schools in question are s ctarian
 he would not support the grant.

the Sehool for which the grant was asked
was not sectarian, |

t proof

n the Report of the specil committee in | that it is of a sectarion character he furnish. |

the establishment of new Post Offices,

Frescntcd to the House a druft Address which’ |
ving been agreed to, was ordered to be en- |
grossed. Ordeied that the Committee who |
prepared the same, wait on Llis Excelleney |
therewith, 1

Bouse in Committce on Roads, Bridges,| 1lon. Mr. ¢

aue Wharves, reported several resolutions
relative to Road Service were agreed o, |
To be appropriated as foll ws: ?
Queen’s County, £1160 0 o!
Prince County, 950 0 o!
Kinf s County, 9350 0 0
tle balance, namely: one ttousand pounds or |
a8 much thereof as may be required to ie ex-
ded by u;.:i Govermment towards discaarg-
ing amounts due on current contracts f,
Roads, Bridges, &e., the full amouit l::'
which was not provided for in previous years. |
Mr. Rameay said in reference to the ¥harf
at West Point, that £250 was graned in
1865, and £250 last Session, with the pro-
wise from the late Government to grant a sum

ed, and ke would move to strike out the |
grant. e was opposcd to all sectarian |
Schools, and would support the resolution to
place those poor Schools, as they were termed, |
under the restrictions ot the Board of Edu- |
cation, |

: ullbeck was opposed ta grant- |
ing the public money for the support of any
sectarian Schools, ‘whether Protestant or |
q'athollp. But, in ecmmon honesty, the |
School in question was s mueh entitled to |
surport as that known as tle Bog Sctoul. |
’lhi- Aw'(;re (;fa similar character.

r. brecken was opposed to scetarian |
Schools ; but as the gpg School was subsi- |
dized, he would not oppuse the graut to St. |
Ann’s School. But it would be better to|
abolish both grants than introdace scetarian |
te‘)(;binés. !

T. Lameron was opposed to any sectarian
teackings in Schouls, and would u{pport the|
resolution to place the School in question

Soer b supervision of the Visitor of P8¢ withly commended the indefa
ian ommissioner,
regulations of the Board of Education as well IStevnt._.un beball uf the remaining )

Schocls. It should also be subject to the
88 all Schouls receiving Governmgent allow-

buth at 8t. Eleanor's, G
lot .neoi:o"' eorgetown and ( Lar-

oW that St. Ann's School was named.  Tha & loan of money for the publie seryice, %

L and which meeting hie had the honor to sde

| providing a place of refuge fur the wem-
(pant of the Mic Mae Indians residing in
(the colony of P. E. Island. Mr Stewars
| th o proceeded to show that negotiations were

cand the Committee of the Aborigines Society

{ Sheriff and constables to coilect ront from 8

of their true interests, in the jroperty
in question,

respeetfully withdrew,

i e et o o bk
T. Reilly— Itappeared thatsimilar Schools inate favorahly to the Indian iuhabi
fo that now in question had been for years, of Lenns lland.

opinion that the title of the Indians to that
small portion of the wide territory of their
forefathers should be confirmed ana they leftin
the undisturbed p.ssession of the last reinant
of the race. .
The House Laving adopted the motion, Mr.
Stewnrt appeared at the bar and add
his honor the Speaker and the hon. Mcmbers
of the Assembly on the subject of Indian
claims to Lennox Island and their conditin
generally.  He alluded to Lis recent visit 10
London, when he took occasion to lay before
the arnual meetingof the Aborigines Protees
tisn Society, held in London in ) ay, 1865, -

dress, tie clnims of the Mie Mac Indians on :
that Society. y

In the said Report, of that Society, from |
which, a pamphlet form,Mr, Stewart quoted, |
a resolution appeared, which had neen adopt-
ed ly the meeting alluded to, expressive ol
the deep interest the Society felt in the wels
fare of the lndians, and the hope that the
statesmen engaged in carrying out the Cone
federati noof the British Provineces in North
Awcrica would guard the existing rights of
the Indians, and also make provision tor theit
admission to the privileges of eitizenship.
[he report ulso expressed the readiness of
the Aborigines Protection Socicty to assist in
alleviating the grievances of tfe Mie Mo¢
Indiavs of P. K Island.  Mr, Stewast abo
read extracts from the snnual Report of the
same Society for the year 1866, showing that
an increascd interest was taken int! e suhjoct,
the Committee of the Sucicty bad heen active
ly engaged in roising a tand for the purchase
of Lenuox Jsland, ns the only means ¢

pending hetween the proprict r of the Island

for the purchase of Lennox Islard. IHealw
submitted a letter from one ) ariin Franci.
an intelhigent and educated mie mae, on b
half of seif and fellows, dat d 15:h Auguety
1806, seting forth that R, B. Stewart, jsnd
proprictor, was at Lennox Island demuw
reuts, and on being refused, threa

to enforce payment by sending  Soldwert,

the Ind.ang on the Island, that letter, lesa
causcd great alarm among the poor Indians.
He (Mr. Stewart) then appealed to the bon.
House on belalf of those aborigiues of the
Coluny, and submitted that it was the daty
of the Legisiatuve to address His Excellency
to tuke the recessury steps without delay 1
secure to the Indians in the matter of the
negotiation now pending hetween tle Aboric
gines’ Protection Socicty and R. B. Stewarty

1 & fair and imparticl representatin

slr Stewart having closed Lis addres

5

T'he House took no action on the su
the Mic Mac race on the l<land

THE LOAN BILY., i
On motion of the Hon. Attorney Genersh
Government to



