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A Lucy Maud Biography

“The story of L. M. Montgom-
ery” is the title of an interesting
biography by Hilda M. Ridley, which
has just been published by the
Ryerson Press, Toronto. While it
tells little that friends and acquaint-
ances in her native Province do no!
know about the creator of “Anne of
Green Gables,” and is in no way in-
tended as a critical work, it does fil)
a popular demand and will be read
with wide appreciation. Chiefly it is
of value in presenting something ot
the background of Lucy Maud’s
youth and creative period in this
Province, so that we may see how
her character developed and trace
to its source the springs of her in-
spiration.

There is reference, of course, to
all her literary activities; but read-
ers will appreciate particularly the
details of her first big success. Lucy
Maud began “Anne of Green Gab-
les” at Cavendish in the spring of
1904 and finished it in October 1905.
She typed the manuscript hersell,
wsing an old, second-hand machine
that never made the capitals plain
and wouldn't print “w"” at all. She
submitted it unsuccessfully to sev-
eral publishing firms, then put it
away in an old hat-box in the
clothes room, intending one day to
reduce it to the original seven chap-
ters she had planned for a serial,
which might bring her thirty-five or
even forty dollars! The manuscript
Jay in the hat box until the author
ran across it one winter day while
rummaging. She decided to try the
publishers once more, this time L. C.
Page & Company, of Boston. After
six weeks of waiting the acceptance
letter came. It is said that an in-
telligent stenographer in the office
staff of the firm, who was some-
times employed as a reader, was so
much impressed by the merits of the
manuscript that she urged her em-
ployers to publish it. Deciding to
take a chance, the Boston firm
bought “Anne” outright for five
hundred dollars.

Success came not gradually but
fmmediately. Hundreds of letters
from all over the world poured into
the home of the modest, thirty-four-
year-old author, not only from
children, but from soldiers in India,
missionaries in China, traders in
Africa, monks in far away monas-
teries, and from trappers in the
Canadian north. The sale of the
book was helped by the comments
of outstanding critics and writers.
“Anne,” declared Bliss Carman in a
review, ‘“is one of the immortal
children of fiction.” Mark Twain

“pronounced it to be “the sweetest
creation of child life yet written.”

Some years later the vexed
question of copyright came up. The
Page firm had complete control of
the book and all rights pertaining to
it. But they had not the right to
publish any of the author's other
work without her permission; se
when, in 1920, this company brought
out some of her longer short stories
in a book, and failed to consult her
about the matter, she sued them for
unauthorized publication, and a case
began before the courts which was

~po last for nine years before it
« brought her ultimate victory.

More difficulty arose over Holly-
wood’s silent screen version of
“Anne of Green Gables”, starring
Mary Miles Minter. The author dis-
approved of the interpretation, and
she was obliged to see, with angry
eyes, the scene of Green Gables
transferred to the United States,

:%and the Stars and Stripes flying

over Anne's school, As she had sold

“““Her book outright she received no-

thing for the film rights, and had
1o control over the treatment of the

., story. 1n 1934 “Anne” was screened

on | ing

by hard work as well as by native
talent. Miss Ridley, who is editor
of “Canadian”, a literary quarterly
published by the Macnab Historical
Association of Sudbury, Ontario,
has conscientiously emphasized both
of these factors in her narrative.
Literary aspirants will learn from it
that publishers are not infallible
and that of the many firms that re-
jected the “Amne” manuscript, four
of them returned it with a cold,
printed note and another wrote:
“Our readers report that they find
some merit in  your story, but not
enouch to warrant its acceptance.”
This “damning with faint praise” is
what irked Lucy Maud the most,
and discouraged her almost to the
point of giving up. The moral of the

biography is that she didn’t!

Of local interest are the refer-
ences made to Mrs. R. E. Mutch, of
Charlottetown, who was a class-
mate of Lucy Maud at Prince ot
Wales College and a lifelong friend,
and who supplied much interesting -
material, as did also Mrs. George
Campbell and har son, James Town-
send Campbell, of Park Hill.

After The Festival

The conscnsus among those who
attended this year's drama festival
seems to be that the entire pro-
gramme was a signal suceess. That,

too, appears to have been the con-
sidered judgment of the distinguish-
ed adjudicator, Miss Pamcla Ster-
ling. There were, of course, degrees
of artistic excellence among the
various players; but, in the main,
each participant gave a perform-
ance that betokened talent, pains-
taking direction, and much hard
work. This is all that theatre-goers
have a right to expect from amateur
players and their coaches.

The granting of trophies and
prize money to the Little Theatre
Guild of Charlottetown for a superb
performance of “Angel Street” un-
der the direction of Mrs. Scantle-
bury will meet with general approv-
al. Almost anyone who witnessed
the three plays would have given
the same decision. It was, indeed, as
the adjudicator pointed out, “a most
dramatic and most powerful” per-
formance. To the individual players
—each one of them—and to Mrs.
Scantlebury, the people of the prov-
ince are indebted for an unusually
rich contribution to this year’s
drama festival.

At the same time, a word of
praise and encouragement is due
the directors and players of the
competing performances. Although
they did not win prizes, they assur-
edly reteived the commendation of
their respective audiences, and they
need not apologize in the slightest
particular for the manner in which
they carried out their several as-’
signments. In the case of the Mon-
tague players, especially, the ven-
ture was a courageous one for two
reasons: the play selected was ex-
ceedingly difficult for amateur pre-
sentation; and it was the first time
that the players had tried for fes-
tival honours. With the experience
gained, the Montague Dramatic
Workshop, under the capable dir-
ection of Mrs. McGowan, can con-
fidently be expected to give far
more serious competition to their
rivals another year.

EDITORIAL NOTES

A man is getting old when he
begins to tell you about the severe
Winters of the past,

L LJ .

The trouble with eating candy
to break yourself of smoking, com-
ments a cynical exchange, is that
you may eventually have to resume
smoking to break the grip of candy.

. . L] .

President Eisenhower has an-
nounced that the United States
stands ready to make surplus farm
commodities available to Westerh
Europeans who are in distress as a
result of the current cold weather
and floods. What is to stop the
Canadian Government from taking
similar action? Why is it necessary
to wait for formal appeals from the
governments concerned? )

LJ LJ L]

Experts have been wrong before,
and they can be wrong again.
Nevertheless, it is comforting to
hear from the United States Atomie
Energy Commission that it is im-
possible for atomic stock piles to
explode acicdentally, Moreover, ac-
cording to the same authority, mak-

atomic weapons go off is a very
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TIME WILL TELL

PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the discus-
sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does met
necessarily endorse the opinion eof
correspondents.

NEGLECTED BOAD
Sir,—Earlier in the winter a
letter was sent in from this unim-

portant (except at election time!
district of Forest Hill about the
“Forgotten Road’ and immediat-

ely the plow was sent out so the
writer hopes this letter will once
again have the nccessary ecffect
We realize this has been an un-
usual winter but the services we
have received are deplorable to say
the least. We understand the driv-
er of the snow plow is not ty blame
and we have a good man behind
the wheel. Thinking that tne dis-
patcher could help us out we have
gone to him but without avail
Where do we go from here’
Anyone who says a maiiman has
it easy has never lived in the Fores:
Hill area and driven through the
by-ways. The main road thrcugh
to Strathcona fares off not too
badly as it is generally run through
some evening after the pavement
and most other roads have receiv-
ed attention and when  another
storm is about due: but we on the
by-roads with our pulp and produce
to move are entirely forgotten.
Whoever is to blame please get
busy and become acquainted now
and we will know better where to

stand when an ‘election * rolls
around.
1 am. Sir. ete.,
FAIR PLAY
Forest Hill. P.F.T.

OUR YESTERDAYS

From Tne Guardian Files
TYWENTYFIVE YEARS AGO
(February 23, 1931)

Charlottetown suifered a disast-
erous conflagration when “Fdge-

water”’, palatial residence of the
Hon. Frank Heartz, former Lieut-
cnant Governor and Mrs. Heartz,

Water Street, which has been the
scenc of many brilliant functions
during the past few years, was
completely destroyed. The estimat-
ed loss in building, furniture,
and other valuables was well over
$50.,000.

Official announcement was made
today in London that secret tests
had been completed on a new type
of fighter aeroplane which may
revolutionize air combat. The
machine is a single scater biplane
carrying six machine guns control-
led in unison, and four (wenty
pound hombs, and has a spced of
194 miles per hour.

A co-operative Egg and Poullry
Circle has been organized in Tryon
and surrounding districts, which it
is hoped will be a success. Mr.
Billy Anderson of North Tryon was
appointed to gather the eggs which
is done everv two weeks during
the winter months

TEN YEARS AGO
(February 23, 1946)
Indications of increased trade be-
tween Prince Edward Island and
Brazil are seen in the Brazilian
Government’s trade bulletin issued
at Ottawa this week. Imports re-
quired by Brazil are seed potatoes
of the Green Mountain, Red Bliss,
Bliss Triumph and Irish Cobbler
varieties and codfish 'in cases or
barrels.

Mr. William Champion, who has
been employed in the hardware de-
partment of R. T, Holman Limited,
Summerside, has taken over the
restaurant business of Mr. Joseph
Davison in Kensington

The first general auction of raw
furs since the Hudson Bay Com-
any moved its auction rooms from

don to New York in 1940, will
take place in London on Monday.
A call has gone forth to rally round
the old selling centre which, until
the great fire in 1940, was con-
tinuously in business since 1673,

MISS TRUMAN QUITS
NEW YORK (AP) — Margarel

"Truman will give up her NBC radio

network job ot fill television com-
mitments. Since last fall she has
been hostess on NBC radio’s
“Weekday,” a d.’“m.gh";":
presented Monday's throu :
days. ﬂ:m the program after

.vd

OTTAWA REPORT

Coffin Case In Retrospect

By Pairick Nicholsua

The execution of William Coffin
has touched off a demand here for
the revision of our Supreme Court
Act. The circumstances of the ex-
ecution of the Gaspe guide have
also reinforced the arguments of
those M.Ps who are pressing for
the abolition of capital punishment.

One M.P. predicted that few of
the Cabinel would be able to sleep
peacefully on the night of Coffin's
execution. He felt very strongly
that there was reasonable doubt
whether Coffin was guilty. Most
M.Ps felt considerable  doubts
about the dignity of a judicial sys-
tem which turned up so many
points of criticism in one case.

Apart from the matter of the
questioned evidence, the convicted
man’s execution date was fixed
for eight different dates and post-
poned seven times. If that was not
sufficient mental torture. Coffin
was left uncertain, throughout what
proved to be his last night on earth.
whether he was or was not to be
Rhanged. The next morning he was
told that on that eighth occasion,
the exccution positively would take
place. If he were guilty of murder,
that left him a bare 14 hours to
achieve peace with his Maker

The Cabinet had made its final
decision of execution on the prev-
ious day. But the persons concern-
ed had closed their working day,
and gone off to what deserved to
be an indigestible dinner and a
sleepless night. Only when they
returned to work the next morn-
ing did they complete the formal-
ities, and confirm to Coffin that
his last appeal had been turned
down.

SON'S UNWED MOTHER

An incidental point. which kept
even Bishops of Coffin’s church
working on the case up till the
last moment, was his last request
This was to be allowed to marry
the woman with whom he had Jiv-
ed for years, and who is the moth-
e of his son.

Coffin had not been permitted to
s2e his common-law wife for many
weeks, and his final request was
refused.

The bungling of the Coffin case
goes much decper than those sev-
en postponements and his final
tortured night on earth

In the first place, our archaic
Supreme Court procedure needs
amendment. As it stands today. a
person pleading for his life must
obtain from one judge of the court
leave to appeal to the whole court,
In stark contrast, a litigant with
no more than $1,500 at stake in a
civil suit can appeal to the whole
Supreme Court as a right. Thus,

The Age Old Story

Labour not te be rich. . .for rich-
es. certainly. make themselves
wings; they fly away as an eagle
toward heaven.

FEW BOARDERS

BRIGHTON, England (CP)—One
family with 10 children, living on
national assistance, cost the rate-

payers of this Sussex town £2,-
000 yearly, say municipal officials.

our legal processes place more
importance on fifteen hundred
bucks than on a human life.

A second point-which should be

labelled ‘‘never again'-was the
cabinet’s interference with our pro-
cesses of law. The executive

branch should make the laws, the
judicial branch should administer
them. Just as the Supreme Court
judges don’t order our Cabinet
about. so should the reverse not
have been done in the Coffin case.
This point is likely to bring pro-
tests from many lawyers in Parli-
ament.

M.Ps COMMENT ON COFFIN

Widely varied reactions to the
exccution of Coffin were voiced in
Parliament Building.

“I think Duplessis did right in
refusing him prison marriage,”
says Quebec's pungent M.P. Wil-
frid Dufresne. “'It is as well for a
boy to say that he is illegitimate,

as for him to say his father
was a murderer. As for the con-
duct of the trials. 1 hope that
from now on the Department

of Justice in Ottawa will mind
provincial authorities alone.”

“In my opinion,” says Sarnia’s
J. W. Murphy, “I think the Sup-
reme Court was justified in its de-
cision.” He added that he consid-
ers the death penalty to be effect-

ive in deterring many would-be
murderers.

Jack MacDougall  forthrightly
said: “'Tn pv "o oninjion, he

was guilty, but 1 do think hang-
ing is a bt ooaiay”

“And of course,” added Vancou-
verite Jack, “there has been a ter-
rific upsurge of feeling in B.C.
about this sort of crime, and we
out there support the idea of stiff
penalties.”

Moose Jaw's Ross Thatcher is a
strong opponent of' capital punish-
ment and an equally bitter critic
of our present method of execution.

“The whole Coffin episode was
a disgrace to a civilised country,”

! Medicolly'
Speaking

8y Herman N. Bundesen. M. D.

‘WOMEN NEED NOT SUFFER
WITH MENSTRUAL PAIN

Many women suffer unnecess-
ary pain during menstrual periods.
Maybe you are one of them.

In this condition, which we call
dysmenorrhea, the pain is usually
cramplike. It can be mild or sev-
ere and is usually located in the
lower part of the abhdomen. In some
patients, however, it is in the
thighs and back.

You may have the pain just be-
fore or duriing thé menpstrual .pe-
riod. It may last only a few hours
or it may last several days.

Disturbances of the uterus or
womb may be responsible. Some-
times, a- disturbance of the glands
of internal secretion is the cause.

OVERWORK A FACTOR

Emotional and mnervous disord-
ers also play an important part
in causing dysmenorrhea. Over-
work is often a contributing fac-
tor, too.

You physician can do a lot to
help you. There are many for!ns
of treatment, but he can advise
the best one for you after hie de-
termines the reason for your dis-
comfort.

Mild sedatives and drugs which
relieve spasm might help you.
Various glandular  preparations
such as estrogen and proges-
terone have been found useful.
Moderate doses of testosterone, or
the male hormone, kave helped.

But never take any drugs with-
out proper advice.

Do not, however, rely on drugs.
The underlying cause of the con-
dition must be determined by the
doctor so you can get permanent
relief.

AVOID OVERWORK
Meanwhile, you can
things easier for yourself.
Do not become overly tired or
exhausted. Get at least eight hours

make

sleep each night, more if you can.
Rest occasionally during the day.
too.

Heat often brings relief from
pain. Place a hot water bottle or
an electric heating pad on your
abdome when in pain.

QUESTON AND ANSWER

Mrs. M. A. W. I have have large
black spots on the bottom of my
feet. What would cause this?

Answer: It is impossible tn tell
the cause for the black spots on
vour feet. They might be due to a
fungus infection of to some other
type of infection.

Examination by a skin special-
ist would be advisable.

Shirts
LAUNDERED
TO
PERFECTION

RITE-WAY
CLEANERS

Dial 7387

Page 4, The Guardian

Notes By The Way

The old ‘breed of fron men is
dying out. Who today could shave
with a straight razor in a Pull

nal, !

hey are talking now of fueling
ca'll:s &wlth sunshine. That's pro-
gress. A lot of cars have been
wrecked by moonshine, —Leth-
bridge Herald. f

eight-page biography of Jack
M.I[;’(IEI BCanl:.\‘:!ian naturalist, auth-
or and lecturer, has been placed
in United States school books of
poetry and prose. It is for seventh
and eighth grade reading. This is
a distinct compliment to the man
who did so much for the conservat-
jon of wild life by the establish-

ment of the bird sanctuary at
Kingsville.—~St. Thomas Times-
Journal.

The ability to speak is deeply
bound up with the possession of
something to say. A man who is
moved by deep feeling will find
words in which to express it, and
he will find a way to make himself
heard. Microphones and typewrit-
ten speeches are the crutches of
parliamentarians who lack the pri-
mary skill of their trade. If Speak-
er Beaudoin can expose them, and
make them mend their ways, he
will have done much for parlia-
mentary government in Canada —
Peterborough Examiner.

In New York state, a Tempor-
ary Commission on Youth and De-
linquency has recommended that
parents be fined or jailed if they
fail to correct badly-behaved young-
sters. The non-partisan body spent
five months on its assignment and
this was a highlight of its report.
In many other parts of North
America too, the opinion has gain-
ed ground that delinquent parents
are as much of a problem as de-
linquent children who, in ‘many
cases. are the products of unsatis
factory home life.—Ottawa Citizen.

man washroom?—Edmonton Jour- |

The vote for the’ meanest the
of the year should undoubtedly gq
to the persens responsible for rifl.
ing the cash from a local factory

D by a
the Canadian National Institute t::
the Blind.—~Brockfille Recorder
and Times. .

In Kitchiener, Ontario, the other
week, a lawyer representing 22;
merchants who wanted night clog.
ing was in fact arguing that g
merchants who did wish to stay
open an evening or two a week
were not to be considered. There
was no mention of the consumer,
who is a little person who keeps
retailers in business.—The Printed
Word

In the calendar year 1954 fores
fire fighters throughout the Uniteq
States attempted to cope with ap
average of 485 fires a day. In a|
there were 176,891 forest fireg
which damaged more than 8500,
000 acres of forest resources in.
cluding timber, wild life and re.
creational advantages. As compuyt.
ed by the federal forest service,
these shocking facts showed that
forest fires increased 12 percent,
In 1954 compared to the previous
years.—American Forests.

Britain’s dignified House of Lords
wrangled last week over the train.
ing of wild animals. Lord Strabolgi
called training methods cruel and
moved for a government investig.
ation. Said Dr. P. M. Herbert, the
Bishop of Norwich: “I was once
photographed with my hand on a
circus lion’s head. I cannot imagine
that this amazingly docile creature
had ever been subjected to cruelty,
He was just like an overgrown
dog.” *‘I once derived a certain
quiet pleasure from watching four
sea lions learning to play ‘The
Eton Boating Song' on motor
horns”, reported Lord Mancroft,
not an Etonian. The motion wag
defeated 18 to 12.—New York Her
ald Tribune.
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IN EVERY
13 QT. BAG

IMPORTED FAMOUS WILLOW PATTERN .
IN EACH 13 QT. BAG. CRYSTAL LeAn SATE I
TUMBLER IN EACH S AND 8 QT. BA

CLEAR SAPE.SIP
G.
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3 Boxes

o

MATCHES

25¢

6 Tins 83c¢

MILK

he said. *‘As for the death p Ity,
al least we should change from
hanging.”

% i 5m

KITTENS

CLUSTER OF
In the deep night
On the green porch chair,
Under moonlight, under starlight
Kittens are there

Each kittenhead cushioned
On next kitten's fur

Circle of coiled comfort,
Too deep for purr.

In the still morning
Sleeps a fur scarf,
Interwoven Kittens,
Woof and warp.

Tenderly the child
Carries ivory milk,
Slips by like swan's down,
Like milkweed silk.

Fourth from the chair—
Bud into flower,

Pool into waterfall—
Kitten shower

-—Adelaide Fitzpatrick
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FOR YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

- HYNDMAN .& CO. LTD.

Insurance Since 1872.

Our experience of over three quarters of a century as I»
surance Underwriters, is at your disposal.

Sy
Offices: CHARLOTTETOWN - SUMMERSIDE - MONTAGUE -
: ALBERTON. A

HEINZ
KETCHUP

BOTTLE

25¢

2lc

f‘} Baby FIRST GRADE
Cereal | BUTTER
All
Varieties

Lb. 6lc

EROKEN PEKOE
TEA

Lb. 79¢

-

25 Lbs. $1.57_

Royal Instant

PUDDINGS, 2 for

ces. 28¢

CHOICE MEATS
STEAK, Ib. . ...

59¢

KAM, tin ..........
48 Oz. Tins
APPLEJUICE .......... 2%
SHINOLA WAX, tin .

R § [
20 Oz. Tins
PEACHES, 2for ........ 43¢

vee. 3%

ROAST BEEF, Ib. .,. 39¢
HAMBURG, Ib. .. 33c
BACON_ Ib. .. . . 45¢
SPARE RIBS, 3 Ibs. 49c

FISH “

FRESH FROZEN MACKEREL, SALMON, SMELTS, 0OD, HADDOUK AND
SMOKED FILLETS, FISH STICKS, SALT HERRING AND om_

HOURS:
Mon. to
Thurs.
Open To 9
Fri. & Sat.

Open To
10:30

WEATHERBY'S

Corner Douglas and Upper Queen
DIAL 3644

Prompt
C.0.D.
Delivery
In
City
“’




