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' would be better for these men had theyre-

— itmained humble hut honest--to use a harsh

expression—for a livelihood gained by.

 

an the ruined livesand souls cf those
jwho will one day rise to confront them
iwith their blood, will be a terrible retmbu
ition, The words of Curran would suit

» Sees ‘them admirably. Curran was arguing a
LOLI case before Judge Rebinson, a man who

had written a great many bad aed worse

————0:—--_—
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4 ; aa } >} than useless books. Curran at that time

eA SS Ry a) was very poor, and anxivus to make his

BS ‘S tes 8 z Rad s mark He had deciared, in combatting
rome opinion of his adversary, that he had
leonsailied all his law bocks, and he could

i not find a single case in which the prin-

‘eiplecontended for was established. “I
isnepect, sir,” said the heartless blockhead

‘Rohinson, ‘‘ I suspect that your law hbrary

‘ig rather contracted.” Curran eyed the
i judge a moment in the most © @t wpucus
igilence : ‘‘ It is very true, my lord, that I
am poor, andthat circumstance has certainly

Eilat Sea.
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from every shelf the relics of the worthless
chaff they bear.
What did our fathers read? On little

shelf near the fireplace lay the Bible, hymn
book, prayer book, a few religious and
ecieutifical or biographical works, with per-
haps a poet or two—and who will say they
were not better than we? As the world
grows older it grows worse, and when in
ihe viden time one youth forsook the path
of rectiinde, we now see scores following
him, until the roads of sin are well beaten.
“hy so many defaulting cashiers, so many
failing firms, so mavylunatics, so many
murderers, so many losing themselves in
the sloughs of the eity? Cannot much of
it be directly traced to the sensational mat-
t-r parents permit their children to read ?
Yellow-backed novels form the staple read-
ing matter of some happy home. The son
becomes enamoured of them, and seeks in
city life the pleasures thus conjured up in
his mind. Step by step he falls. They
fascivate the daughter; she eees the phan-
tour, Fame, beckoning her before the foot
lights; and in imagimation bows her thanks
to the applauding multitude. She, too,
seeks the city, and finds her pleasant dream
was but a chimera. Disappointed and
cejected, the fall from virtue is easy.
Tuere were none of these dark pictures m
the ‘‘good old days gone by,” when flash
literature had not been called into exis-
t nGe

What shall we read? There is such vast
range of standard werks in every depart
ment of literature, thet it is not
difficult to make a selection of choice
books, and he who has a few volumes
of esch, with some first-class periodi
cals, possesses a library of which he
may well feel proud, and by adding toit
year by year, he need never turn for plea-
sure or amusement to questienable liters-
ture.
We shovld peruse attentively standard

biegiapliies, and learn from them some
thing of the good and noble who have left
behind them

* Footprints on the sands of time.”

It is there we may find medels after whieh
ty mould oer own characters, examples we
may wellimwitate, and thus become better
men, and when we, too, “shuffle off this
mortal coil,” leave a name that will not be
forgotten.

Do we wish to know more of fereign
lands? Then we can take up the travels
and adventures of brave men who have
penetrated to the very heart of those coun-
tries, and whose works have a charm that
we cannet resist; that carries us through
strange scenes, and under strange skivs,
with a delight that goes straight to the soul,
and a'most unconscieusly we become fami-
liar with the wonders and beauties of nature
and art.
Do we prefer history? There is not the

lenst Oificulty tn providing ourselves with.
truthful mirrers of the past, with works
that lead us, step by step, from the dark
shades of the night of barbarism, through
the morning light of chivalry, into the
hright and glorious day of civilzation.
Throngh this faithful lens we see the cur-
tains of the past unrell, and gaze upon the
men and deeds of bygone ages, and make
them our own.
Do we delivht in the mysteries of Science?

How many u di-puted au horities are there
to introduce us to this region of wonders,
to show us a world in every atom, @# nation
in cvery leaf and blessom, to throw open to
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Are we fond of poetry and the drama?
We have such an exh-ustless mine of liter-
ary jewels, so many gems, 8@ Meuy pearls
of the first water, that we are eimoet be-
wildered when we sttempt to choose the
best. All the passions of the huwan heeft,
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“member the address, two doers above Apothecaries Hall Corner that, in avoiding Seylla, we may not strike

t jupon Charybdis. ‘The hours we s end
‘amoug our books should be to us a time of
|Pi asure, profit, and instruction, and when
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5 ‘2, |more refined and ennobled, better fitted to

|phil sophicaily endurethetrials and crosses
,

‘of our daily life. We should think wel!
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larticle is written in the humble hope that

it may be ahelp im teaching others so to

read, that it may asgiat in winning our
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more closely io the reading matter cf then

ichildren, to see that, when their sens leave

ieollege, and their daughters leave bvarding
‘achoel or seminary, they do not cast asice
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at” One he ee fact that the consent reading of novels, the

craving psrusal of the imporsible buc in
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all the phases of life, al] the slternstions of
love, and hope, and feary aad despair, all
the joys that brighten our sguls, er sorrows
and trials and disappointments that tear
them asunder, all the grand and subline
thoughts of which man’s mind cen con
ceive, all the glowing imaginations and
fancies in which one can dream sway the
golden hours, all the vicissitudes we pase
throuvhfrom the cradle to the grave, are
set forth, in language sweet end pure, by
those who, inspired by the chastening fires
of experience, are fitted to awaken the
various passions thet lie dormant in human
nature. Spencer, Milton, Shakspeare.
Seuthey, Wordsworth, Byron, Moore,
Tenvyson, and hundreds of other true
poets, have all appealed to sume chord of
the heart. What more sublime than

‘* Paradise Lost”? What more chivalric
than the strains of the ‘f Treubadoure”?
Wbat grander than the pages of the immor-
tal Shakapeare,—‘‘ Sweet Will of Avon” ,—
uhose dramas shall survive the lapee of
coming centuries? What more delightful
then ** Queen Mab?” What songs have
gone deeper into a netion’s soul than the
nel dies of Moore? What more dear to
the hearts of Scots than Burns’ gems, and
what contsins a more wonderful wealth of
wit and of human nature than his ‘‘ Tam
O’-henter”’ ? What more fascinating thar.
Reron’s Eastern romances or More's
“Talla Rookh”? What purer than

* Evangeline” ? From the ** Fay Qaeen’
‘o the © Ldyils of the King,” through all
the wide ceean of peetry, whose tide has

hcen sweeping on from from the days of
Speneer to those of Tennyson, how much
there is that has survived the wreck of
aves, that will live to the end of time, and
hat cheuld befariiliar to us as ** household
words.” While history and science are
the bone and sinew of a nation’s literature,
poetry forms the arteries and veins, by
which we read every pulsation of its being;
for as its poetry, so will ita advancement
te There is no one who nerds tire of

© try; for no matter what are his predom-

pbafing passiens and inchnations, some
ie col Nature’s singers have sent forth the

his inmost soul. There is no hterature se |fascination, utterly desirey al! taste
Bear s]
ze VE EIPTs.,

|matter, and see that they do not icinseives

Would that this might strike as 4 trumpe?

thistorical, scientific, er poetical works
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not- from one ecean to the « r, that it
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Pe'leville, Ontario, is to Lave an Ipduse

thal melon is Qe
yenobling, 8° purifying, so pleasing, so!

| glad anticipations, so heart-searching, and
so laden with all the varying moods of jife,
as the poetry that is tco often neghced,
lf our readers would only turn oftener te
those golden peges, instead of se king less
profitable recreation, they would find the
hours flying too quickly.

Is fiction our favorite} There are more
standard and instructive works in this
branch than any of us can possibly expect to
meter. With euch a brilliant array as Sir
Walter Scott,Golismith. Dickens,Carleton,
WasLington Irvine, Hawthorne —** the
sweet and fascinating’ — Lytton, Brooke,
and a bost of others, we need never dream
of reading the questionable literature pro-
duced by obscure writers, and which is
more suitable for the gamins of New York
than for the intelligent young men and
women of this new nation. If the wild
and miraculous is sough®, the rich oriental
imagery of the ‘Arabian Koishts,” and
the marvels of * Dim Quixote” can supply
the want; but that is the limit te which
oue shou'd trust hi: self in «orks of fieti n,
if he does not wish his lit. rary tastes to be-
come vitiated.
‘Do we incline to hnmour? Ward, Twain

and scores of their calibre, are witt
enorgh to econvulse a whole nation dk
v holesome laughter.
Do we aim higher than all this, and seek

in the Classics the grandest thoughts ef
man, the sublimity of haman launguage?
The arena is broad, and no one is forbidden
to enter the lists. Around the groups ef
Greeks and Romans, whose mighty genius
has illumined the world of letters, stitl
sbines, with a chaste and mellow light—
scaree dimmed throngh the long roll of
aves—the haloof fume, the glory of their
literary achievements. and it is ours to
share in the beams cf their radiance. But
the greater number of onr yourg men,
when their college years ave over, put aside
their classics, instead of fr quently perus-
ing them in after hfe, Farmers’ gens, at
lexst those who intend to follow the ex-
ample left them by their fathers, and till
the soil, too seldom receive a claesical edu-
cation, it being regirded. as unnecessary.
In one sense of the word it is; butif they
have the opportunity of acquiringit,they
act unwisely in letting it } ass unmamproved,
for the more highly a wan is edneared, the
better farmer or mechanic he makes, as the
consciousness of a superior education im-
pels him to seek a place in the front rank
of his calling, whatever it may be.

Tiis leads me to address a fee words par-
ticularly to farmers’ sens. Don’t throw
aside your bouks as avon as you leave
schov}]. You will find plenty of leisure
time, especially during the long winter
evenings. for improving your minds, En-
deaveur to know all about the soil, crops
»nad stock, and to do this you must procure
hooks on Elementary Science, Chemistry,
Botawy. &. Read Practical Mechanics.
Read all the agriculrura! literature you
ean. Supply yourselves with good news-
papere, and keep posted in the events, and
discoveries, and improvements of the day.
Open debating societies in every drstrict,
improve yourselvea in every possible way,
and in a few years it will lie said that the
farmers of P. E. 1, im point of i t-ligence
as well as of independence, lead the world.
It is yours to make the future bright, and
one great means of doing so is by a careful
selection of reading niatter, and by prac-
tising what 1t teaches.

If parents would jook more closely to
thie really important ma'ter, they could
make their bomes wach happier. Let
them provide their sons and daughters
with good bo ks, )apers, magezines and
music, end they will find it easier to keep
them et home; they will not be so eager

to sewk in the city, pleasures found under
the paternal roof ; they will not rush off so
quickly to Colorado or the Northwest if
heree ie made cheerful aud attractive by
the means I have suggested. Home and
hevee bife, thas refined, would have an in-
fluence they cannot easily cast «ff  Pro-
vide leas of costly farm machivery, and
more of the works of arr. for then you will
have more willing hands and intelligent
heads to assist you. There are Vory tow
farmers on P. E Island who cannot afford
to make their homes more |i: ht aud cheer-
fal; for es comparatively smal: ontiay in the
direction sbove advoceted, will yield a
hountiful return; it will prevent your
children frow rushing, @ soon as hey are
ont ef their teens, to help build up the

Republic acress the border. Makea be-

yinwing, and you will be surprised to find

how «easy it is ty econtipne what is once well
teguo, and still more surprised at the

‘asting resulte. S. M. B,

Ind.an River, P. E. I.
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The Baptist pastors of Chicage have de-
clared thewselves against professional
revivalists of the usual kind, and for the
following ceasons : ** They cultivate a dis-
tracted, one-sided religious life. They give
undue prominence to noisy and pullic
efforis fer saving sou's. They produce the
impression that religion is largely a matter
of feeling. They savor too mach of the

burlesque and bf buffoonery. They lower
he dignity of the most solemn sulj ct

which can engage men’s attention. They

puta premium upon ignorant aud erude

presentations of Gospel truth. They ineult

the intelligence of the age by making the

uolecrn d and the unwise its religious
teachers.
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A new coal drift has been opened at

Edmonton on the south bank of the Sas-

katchewan river. The seam is iventic

with one worked last winter, and about

thirty-three inches thick. It is in the face

of the bankof the river, eighty or one han-

dred feet below the surface. The seam

underlies the more thickly settled part of

the town, so that the residents can be cer-

tain of having fuel for at least the next one

thousand years.

Nothing maks the earth seem so 8] ations

la: to havefriends at a distance ; they make

it 1» latitudes and lonci ues
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