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“THIS IS TRUE LIBERTY, WHEN ¥FREEBORN MEN—HAVING TO ADVISE THE PUBLIC, MAY SPEAK FREE.—EvRiripes.
Vor. 1.] CHARLOTTETOWN, P. E. ISLAND, SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 1217. (No. 3.

TRADE OF THE BRITISH AMERICAN PRQVINCES

LT

IMPORTANT DESPATCH.

g o ST DI I R
for the late period of the Session at which alone it was tages which would arise from the adoption of sucha

possible that the subject should be conzidered, and the;mensure.
OEFICE ARRANCEMENT. AND BERitw: k‘;tdn‘nculty of dot_ermmmg without more mf'ormat'lon, than; They will readily perceive that by mode'rate duties
3 : “Heould at that time be procured, liow far the simple re- upon Imports thus levied, the revenue required for the

NICATION l : : o B 3 48 ; . ;

o blish the followi ikl 1)  peal of these duties, unaccompanied by any precautions, public setvice in the several Provinces, might be raised
~ order to re-publish the following very im nt De-|_ . : 1 - i b

" c-pub en L1e Jotlowing very impowant De-i ight have affected the finences of some of the Colonies. |at less Gost for collection, and with infinitely less of

ipateli, ‘om 1€ {.’”‘}t D1 (‘-YI u‘, ; f wiate! . * e | 3 . .

‘}"‘ (tE 2 ‘ "‘ el loll H(?“ fr" e S(;crclally g Bq' f‘t;‘\ I assume, therefore, that these duties will be speedily obstruetion to commercial enterprise, than by the ex-
,(\‘: _t"‘lcx o.y.ﬁ.xes g _t e ]Cln:]m; de?era‘ oﬂ y (rlnlh’ )gput an end to; but it does not appear to me, that this is, !iﬂting system: and I am convinced that they will fully
iy e S Teanrs et':by any means, the whole of what is required in order appreciate the importance, at this particular time, of
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ter of “Reflector,” which we intended for this page.

The Despatch embraces topics of deep interest to the
Colonist, and we doubt not, will command the thought-

‘to give to the Commerce of British Ameriea all the giving such stimulus to industry and to trade. But

facilities it ought to enjoy. At present, each of theseithough the importance of the object to be effected
|Colonies has its distinct establishment of officers for will no doubt be universally recognised, I fear that

ful consideration which it so strikingly merits.] |levying them, the trade between one Province and ano-

: Dowxine Srreet, 31st December, 1846, (ther being burthened by duties like that between coun-
; hf." LO"‘I-—‘YOU"' Lordship is about to Jome theitries entirely unconnected with each other. From their
Government of British North Amer ica at a time when geographical position, relatively to each other, Canada,
a change of policy is in progress, which ig of no ordi- New Brunswick and Nova Scotia being divided only:
vy 1mp0rt_ance to the interests of every part of the by arbitrary, and in some points still unsettled lines of
British Em.P"”C’ and pcrhaps,of hove 'more.than f’f that:boundary, and Prince Edward Island being separate
large portion of the Queen’s Dominions in which hel‘jfrom them only by a navrow strait; it is obvious that!
Ma.les.ty h“i beel:l pleased] to se]eclt }'OIU asf her Relpl'e';thxs state of things must be attended with very great,
sentative. 1 need scarcely say, that I refer to those inconvenience. While different rates of duty are
Commercial changes which in the last session, after levied upon the same articles in Provinces thus border-
l;)mgl'.aﬂd atn-‘ml);ls :110111)0:&“}*:"1 recewgd'th: !?)DCUOD of ing upon, and closely connected with, each other, and
arliament. by the acts then passed, 1t has been pro- while one Province imposes duties on the produce of
vided that, with respect to some of the chief articles of ,another, it is obvious that a considerable expense must
national consumption, there should be a comsiderable be incurred in maintaining inter-Cclonial LinesofCus—'
immediate reduction, and an eventual abolition ¢f those tom Houses, that much encouragement must be given to
Duties upon Imports from Foreign Countries which smuooline—and what is of stijl more i
agling re importance, that
have hitherto been imposed, not for the purpose of rais- ~great difficulties must be thrown in the way of mutual in-
ing revenue, but with the avowed object of giving an tercourse of Provinces so well fitted by nature for carry-
advantage in the markets of this country, to the domes- ing on with gach other an active and beneficial commearce. |
tic or Colonial producer, over lns'tore'lgn Cumpetm)r.:The correspondence rzcorded in this office, proves thzs{
It has been enacted, that after a brief interval, the Ca-‘to be merely a speculative inconvenience, but one
sadian, in comnivn with the British farmer {ifhd in com- which has been practically, and very seriously felt;/
mon also with the Sugar Planters of the British Colo-|nor can any reasonable doubt be entertained, that if the |
nies) must cncounter in the sale of his produce in this duties levied in the d:fferent Provinces of British Ame-|

there will be much practical diffieulty in aceomplishing
it.
Such a change can enly be carriel into operation by

‘the authority of the Provincial Legislatures, since that

of the Imperial Parliament could not be made use of
for this purpose, without an amount of interference with
matters of purely internal concern in the several Pro-
vinces, which would be utterly inconsistent with the
principles upon which they are now governed. But to
obtain the eoncurrence of four separate Legislatures in
passing a law involving the arrangement of many de-
tails, upon which, no doubt, great diversities of opinion
will arise, and upon which a complete agreement of
these different authorities would be indispensable for
the success of the measure, seems hardly to be locked
for. Even thongh persons should be appointed by each
Province to meet and consider the arrangements it
would be proper to make, and should agree upon a Re-
port containing a draft of a bill which should be re-
commended to the several Legislatures, it seems to me
rather to be hoped than expeeted that they would all
concuyg in passing such a bill without amendment ; and
unless they did so, the whole labour which had been in-
curred would be fruitless,

In considering how this difficulty may be surmounted,

rica could be assimilated, if the establishments for col- |it has occurred to me that the best course which could
grower. The same relief from the burthen of differen- |lecting them could be consolidated, and the net produce be adopted wouid be for the different Legislatures to
tial duties which has thus been granted to the British!of the dutics, after defraying the cost of collection, then pass Aets, recognizing the principle of consolidating
consumer, one of the statutes to which I have al?urledi(livided upon some equitable principle, and placed at their Custom House Establishments, but whieh, instead
(the 8 and 9 Victoria, c. 94) has enabled their respectiveithe disposal of the several Legislatures, the result wonld of entering into detail as to the arrangements to be for
Legislatures to extend to the British Colonies, by em- be inthe highest degree advantageous to these Colonies, that purpose adopted, should give, by anticipation, the
powering them to repeal the differential duties in favour and materially contribute to enable them suceessfully force of law to such arrangements as might be agreed
of British produce imposed in those Colonies by former/to meet the difficulties whith, for a time, are not un- upon by persons empowered to act for them in that be-

country, the unrestricted competition of the foreign' '
|

Imperial acts.

{likely to arise from the removal of commereial restric- | half.

T'his is not an occasion upon which ¥ could, with pro—;tions hitherto maintained in this country for their sup-
priety, enter into any discussion of the grounds upon posed advantage. Your Lordship will not fail to per-
which this change of policy has been adopted, but with-:ccive that the original idea of the policy T have now
out doing so, I may express my firm conviction that, suggested, is derived from the German Customs Union,
eventually, the welfare of the Colonies, even more than or Zoll-verin. It is true that in many very important
that of the Mother Country, will be promoted by the particulars, the circumstances of the German States,
abandonment of a system of artificial restrictions upon|which formed this Union, were altogether unlike those
trade. lof the British North American Provinces: and that,

Looking to the great natural advantages possessed by |therefore, what was done in the one case forms no pre-

the British Colonies, and especially by the fine Provin- | cedent for the other; but still the example of Germany

g I purposely avoid expressing any opinion as to the
‘manner in which the persons empowered to represent

.and act for the different Provinces should be appointed
'—whether they should be Committees from the two
‘branches of the several Legislatures, or Commissioners
named in the Acts which would require to be passed,
since these are questions npon which, if the suggestion
I have made should be entertained by the Legislatures,
they are more able to form a judgment than myself;

but I think it right to point out that in whatever man-

ces of North America, 1 cannot doubt that, adopting a proves that there is no insuperable difficulty in effect- ner they may be appointed, the representatives of the
policy of which the object is to render industry produc-ﬁing an arrangement by which not merely different Pro- several Provinees should meet together at Montreal,
tive, by leaving it to follow its natural channels of em- vinces of the same Empire, but a large number of iwhere their deliberations could be conducted with the
ployment, and by affording every possible facility to Independent States, may combine together for the 'benefit of Your Lordship’s advice and assistance, and
commerce, must lead to their rapid advancement inll purpose of establishing a common system of Custom that it wonld be indispensable to provide in the Acts
wealth and prosperity. But with a view to this result, House duties, and dividing the revenue which these from which they would derive their authority, that no
it is of the utmost importance that the Provincial Le-| duties produce. And further, this example also proves arrangements to which they might agree should come
gislatures should strenuously co-operate with the Impe-%that in spite of no inconsiderable faults in the mode of into force without the previous confirmation of Her Ma-
rial Parliament. So far as the repeal of the differentiai effecting such an arrangement, and above all, the great jesty in Council.

duties Litherto imposed upon Imports into the Colonies one, having adopted a scale of duties far higher than is
from Foreign Countries, for the purpose of favoring the;consistent with sound commercial and financial views, 'brought under the consideration of the different Pro-
British producer, I can have no doubt that the Colonial this Union is admitted to have exercised a highly bene- | vincial Legislatures, and how it would be expedient to
Legislatures will gladly avail themselves of the power ficial influence upon the trade and industry of the States 'submit to them the question of delegating to some cen-
conferred upon them, by at once putting an end to these {which belong to it. Information with respeet to this?tral authority a portion of their constitutional power,
duties ; indeed so obvious does it appear, that this mea- remarkable institution will not therefore be without its!I must leave it to Your Lordship’s judgment to deter-
sure ouglt to be the consequence of repealing diﬁ'er-gvalue to Your Lordship, and I have actordingly the!mine upon the spot. I may, however, remark that
ential duties imposed in this country to favour the im- honor of transmitting to you with this Despateh, a copy?shou]d such an authority be created, its ﬁanﬁons need
portation of Colonial produce, the Parliament instead/of a Report upon the subject, which was a few days agofnot be confined to the single subjectto which I have

|

of merely enabling the Colonial Legislatures to abolish laid before Parliament by Her Majesty’s command.

In what manner this important subject should be °

already referred. There are two other subjects at ﬂm}
the dut'es alluded to, would probably have at once pro-' T do not anticipate that the intelligent inhabitants of’ \moment requiring attention, and with regard to which

.

cecded to do so by its own authority, had it not been'British America will differ from me as to the advan- the co-operstion with each other of the different Pro-
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