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Optimistic Note Sounded
By C.N.R. Pre§ident Gordon

Following are excerpts from the
end review by Donald Gor-
C.M.G., LL.D,, Chairman ;Ind
A~

yeur=
[jl’(i?;ident of the Canadian
({cnal Railways. .
The growth and development ac-
pieved during the past year re-
presents the . continuation of a
wend which began with the onset
ol toe Second World War and
viich has proceeded. without in-
(ccruption  since. At the same
time that new and important sec-
ondary industries have been tak-
mg form and thriving in our
pealthy economic climate, new
¢iscoveries of natural wealth have
peen simultaneously broadening our
porizons.  Improved technologles
nave given greater scope to the
mitiative and enterprise of de-
{elopment-minded Canadians and
resulted in the opening up of
areas whose significance has been
tnown for some time but whose
,esources were not previously re-
garded as economically available
The international situation has
played a pArt in the stimulation
o industrial development in this
country, giving impetus to the: es-
.alishment of new sources of
strategic naterials and influencing
.he trend of industrial growth.
The Canadian National Railways
was intimately associated with
(hoce  activities  in 1951, From
yewfoundland to British Columbia
cur engineers and dgve]opment of -
f:cers were active, working in close
laison with both Government and
industry. whose combined "plan-
ning indicates that more than
¢00 millions will be spent in the
imniediate future on  industrial
rlant and development along our
fmes.

New Rail Projects

We have begun the construc-
jor of a 147-mile rail line from
therridon, Man, to Lynn Lake
\ here an important property, con-
taining nickel and other strategic
metals, is being developed by Sher-
vttt Gordon Mines. Preliminary
carveys have also started that will
reqult in thae construction of a 46-
n:le rail link from Terrace, B.C.
1o Kitimat where a water power
2nd refinery project, costing at
seast $300 millions, has heen start-
el by H}Q Aluminum Compahy of
~11ada.
. These are but two of the ma-
«or projects with - which we, as a
ra:lway, have been  assoclated
There have been scores of oth-
ers. and although many are less
sicctacular, all are making a con-
tribution to Canada's economic fu-
ture and in most cases to our de-
fence,

In 1951 the Canadian National
carried in excess of 90 million tons
of {reight, 23 million shipments of
woress and 17 million passengers.
-ur communications svstem trans-
ritted 14 million telegrams anc
rables, and we accommodated
three-quarters of a million guests
.n our hotels.

- Our roster of diesel locomotives
vas increased by 108 units. These
have been placed In service, and
vr are now awaiting delivery of
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57 additional units for which or-
ders were placed with the manu-
facturers during the year. Our
through freight services are now
heing operated with diesel power
hetween Montreal and the Lake
St. John district. and diesels are
being used i regular service on
lises and in terminals in every
part of Canada.

Freight Car Equipment

We received 5205 units of new
freight car equipment, and 70 units
of new passenger train equipment
during the vear, and we have more
than a thousand units of rolling
stock now on order from the build-

ers. Our programme of moderr-
izine passenger cars in our own
shops is making good headway

The delivery of new box cars, cou-
pled with an  accelerated repair
and shopping schedule, has improv-
ed the car supply for the move-
ment of the large volume of freight
traffic that has developed but
shortage of steel and other dif-
ticulties have unfortunately held
deliveries to a slower pace than
we would wish.

In the record volume of freight
tonnage handled last’ year, the
principal increases were in grain
and grain  products, pulpwood,
-wnodpulp. ores and concentrates.
Despite difficulties. we did a gool
job of meeting the demands of
this traffic, and it is gratifying tq
all Canadian National personne
that our efforts to suply box cars
to meet the critical situation in
the Prairie Provinces were so well
received by all concerned. De-
creases were noted in the move-
ment of anthracite and bituminous
coal, livestock, crude oil, and auto-
mobile bodies and parts.

Management is, however, con-
siderably concerned because the
1evenues from increased f{reight
tratfic and higher freight rates
are not keeping pace with rapidly
mounting operating costs. The
higgest jump was in our wage bill.
We are the largest industrial em-
ployer in Canada, and the grant-
ing of the 40-hour week with wage
increases has created a heavy ad-
ditional burden of operating ex-
pense that is bound to be reflect-
ed in our net income account.

| Highway Competition

| Another problem of national in-
| terest and, indeed, of concern, is
| ther of growing competition from
‘bighway carriers. In every part
iof the country last year the net-
| work of highways was improved
end extended by, Federal and Pro-
vincial governments, and the com-
petitive position of motor trans-
pert operators  accordingly im-
proved. The question of road rail
competition is one to which the
railways are giving a great deal of
time and study. In the Canadian
ecoromy there is a place and a
need for motor carriers and rail-
viys, but there exists an unequal
talance of burden and advantage
tetween the two forms of trans-
por.

Fart of the answer may be found
in the extension of rallway-owned
and operated bus and truck ser-
vices. New highway routes were
established by the Canadian Na.
tional Railways last year where
we found that we could give a
Letter service to certain areas, but

these were, and will continue to
be, regarded as supplementary to
our rallway operations which, of
necessity, are our primary con-
cern, %

Early in the year® the report of
the Royal Commission on Trans-
pertation was published. Some of
its recommendations have formed
the basis of legislation which 1is
now being examyined by Parlid-
ment, including the important
principle of  freight rate equaliza-
ticn which involves primarily a
conflict of interest between ship-
DErS.

Implementation of corrective
measures recommended for adjuste
ing the capital structure of the
C.N.R. will do a good deal to dis-
pel the fog of misunderstanding
waich has surrounded our finan-
cial results and bring into sharper
focus the real contribution made
by the system to the economic life
and security of the nation.

. Several other matters of inter-
est have a place in this review.
These Include the progress that
has been made ‘on the construc-
tion of the Bonaventure freight
facilities in Montreal, which are
expected to be completed next
year. Alternations and additions
to the approaches to Central Sta-
tion which are now underway are
also expected to be completed witla.
in the next eighteen months.

A study of the capacity and de-
sign of the classification and stor-
age yards of the system was be-
gun during the year. This re-
sulted in work being started on an
extension of the Turcot yard in
Montreal to provide an increased'
capacity of 2500 cars. In Torontn
and in Edmonton our freight fac-
ilitles are being enlarged to-tak:
care of the growigpg volume of traf-
tic through those terminals.

Traffic Control

The system of centralized traf.
fic control was extended to cover
the line from Foleyet to Horne.
pavne, a distance of 148 miles in
Northern Ontario* We now have a
tctal of 450 miles of track govern-
ed by C.T.C.

In November we took over the
etectric line of the Quebeec Rail-
way. Light and Power Company
between Quekec and St. Joachim.
Tais gives us a direct connection
with our La Maivaie subdivision and
the tourist and freight traffic
over the line is expected substan-
tially to increase our revenues.

A contract for the building of
a new car ferry. to be onerated
across the Cabot Strait by the
Canadian National, = was awarded
Jdurimg the vear by the Denartment
nf Transport. The shin will be de-
signed tn carry automobiles, buses
and trucks and general freight be-
tween Newfoundland and the
mainland and, together with new
dock facilities to be installed at
North Sydney. N.S. and Port-
aux-Basques, Nfld., will provide
this  important  communications
link with the most modern me-
chanized ferry operation known.

Hotel Extension

Work on modernizing the New-
foundland Hotel at St. John's, and
Ltuilding the extension to the Mac-
donuld Hotel at Edmonton. is mov-
ing ahead. The house count at our
yeai-round hotels is expected to
show a slight decrease compared
with the previous year, but rev-
cnues will be higher because of
increased room and meal rates.
We accommodated a greater num-
ber of guests at our summer ho-
tels compared with 1850 but in
this phase of our operations, as In
all others, higher costs for labor
and materials will be reflected.

Announcement during the year
that & causeway will be built
across Canso Strait was welcomed
by the company. It will provide
for faster movement of train ser-
vice between Cape Breton Island
and the mainland and improve
rail transportation generally. A
big diversion of track from present
olinrment will be necessary in or-
der that the railway may use the
causeway but our plans for this
are already well advanced.

Record levels will be reached in
1951 in the volume of traffic hand-
led by our telegraphs for private
leased wires, radio programme
facilities, stock quotation services
and commercial messages. Major
plant additions and betterments
now in progress will be continued
in 1952.

We face the new year with hopre.
Fconomically, socially and techno-
logically Canada is moving for-
ward, Our contributlon will be to
encourage this progress by provid-
ing the most efficient and depend-

able transportation that lies with-
in our power.
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| Strange But ,True

By F. H. MacArthur

The nodding of our heads up
and down and sideways to mean
“yes” or ‘“no” were copied from
the lower animals.

When the mother brought her
young some tid-bit she would hold
it temptingly before its mouth and
the quick forward movement of
the head, with mouth open, show-
ed the young animal's desire and
acceptance of the offer. Even to-
day if you will observe closely
somebody nodding his head to
niean “yes" you'll notice that the
lips are unconsclously opened a
little.

In much the same manner when
the young animals had been well
dined, a tightly closed mouth and
a shaking of the head from side to
side were resorted to, to keep the

mother from putting more food
into their mouths. Our natural
impulse today is to shut our

mouths when we shake our heads
to mean “no.”

Why do we sometimes call a
man a “benedict” when he mar-
ries? Because that was the name
given to a funny character in
Shakespeare's play, “Love's Labor
Lost,” who was finally wedded to
a girl named “Beatrice.”

. . .

Just a little over 4 century ago

the little town of Tarifa in Alrica

was the home of a group of rack-
eteers,

The buccaneers are gone, but
the spirit lives on. Here, tmany

years ago a caravan of 20 persons

froze to death while the blazing
African sun  shone  overhead.
That’s right, they froze to death
from the bitter winds which
swept down. upon them from the;
towering, snow-covered Atlas'
Mountains.

More than 750 years ago a great
tower was erected mnear the city.
Into its walls went 950 - bags of
musk and strange but true the,
sweet-smelling odor still assails
the nostrils of all who pass by. i

Atop the tower are three balls|
which once held a treasure of,
money and jewels valued al!
$1,300,000! |

On January 8, 1310, Mr. and|
Mrs, Hsi of Amoy, Fukien, China,
(two Chinese children, aged eight|

and nine respectively) became the|

They are believed to be the young-|

est parents in the world.
~ .

.

Are we posted in advance as to'
the kind of weather likely to oc-|
cur tomorrow or the next day’.’l

Yes. Weather reports are made up
by the Weather Bureau and then
sent to all parts of the country so
that each district may know in
advance what kind of weather to
expect. These reports help farm-
ers, ship masters and pilots of
airplanes and others against loss
of property and lives. Reports are
now received daily from more
than 3,500 land stations and about
fifty foreign stations, while by
means of Wwireless telegraphy —
under normal oonditions —
ships send reports of the weather
conditions at sea. How does the
weather bureau know what the
weather will be in advance? Be-
cause years of study has shown
that 80 per cent of storms tread;
the same paths, their movements
heing governed by physical condi-
tions; a knowledge of which en-
able the Weather Bureau officials
to send out fairly accurate weath-!
er reports, |

Morning observations take place’
at eight o'clock. Then follows the
forecasts to some 2300 principal
relaying points, from which
are sent by mail, 'plane,
graph, all over the globe.

. . .

2,000

One of the most anfazing ser-
vices rendered is .that which
warns marine interests of dreaded
cyclonic storms. Warnings of
frosts have saved fruit growers of
California, Texas and Florida
countless millions of dollars,

Kites and balloons equipped
with  self-registering  instruments
are sent aloft to record the tem-
perature and other conditions of
the atmosphere.

The Weather Bureau
ways made a bull's eye
simple reason
like people get
path,

One quarter of Great Britain's
cattle are now bred artificially.
Scattered across the country are
22 breeding centers with 70,966
members. !

Citizens of Tarbes, France, re-|
cently got a free dinner right off|
the city's streets. The free meal
consisted of hundreds of migrat-
ing quail that dropped dead uﬂer‘
putting up a fierce battle against
the elements,

Mrs. J. E. Frost of Fortlers!
Settlement, Nova Scotia has a
sunflower growing in her garden
that is causing quite a local noise.
Now in its seventh year, this won-
der plant is six feet high and bears
up proudly under the weight of 22
blossotns, Some; of the leaves
measure 12 inches across, and be-
lieve it or not, one has a flower
growing out of each leaf joint!

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of our dear

can't al-
for the]
that some storms!
off th; beaten

SENTRAL GUARRIAM

This column is reserved for news
of local interest, but advertising
of a mewsy nature may be inserted
at five cents a word, strictly pay-
able in-advaace.

JIMMY'S TAXI — Prone 525.

COOK’S STUDIO for perfect
pictures,

NEW REVISED hochey sched-
ules at Jack Cameron's.
HOWARD MacINNIS FOOT-

WEAR at 175 Queen Street.

\
WHEN PAYING your City Taxes
please bring your bill.

ALL POLL TAX must be paid
by December 31st,

KENWOOD, Canada's National
Overcoat at Jack Cameron's.

CRASWELL for Better Photo-
graphs.

KROY WOOL hose for men,
the ideal Christmas gift at Jack
Cameron's.

THE FOURTH AND FINAL in-
stallments of 1951 Taxes is due
and payable on December 31st.

IN ORDER to have your name
on the voters list for the Civie
Election in  February, all City
Taxes must be paid in full by Dec-
ember 31st.

DIED IN ENGLAND — Word
has been received by relatives in
Little Shemogue, N.B, of the
death in Guildford, England, of
Leander W. Brown, at the age of
71. He was born at Stanley Bridge.
I'El. the son of the late James
and Kathryne (Anderson) Brown.

TRANSFERRED — Mr. C. V
Snow cf Bear River, N.S, has re-
cently been transferred to the
Royal Bank of Canada at Digbv
NS. Mr. Snow will be remember-
ed in Charlottetown having served
as Accountant at the Royal Bank
here in 1938.

IN MEMORIAM

Hus-
who

In loving memory of my
band. Garnett Campbell,

parents of a normal male child.| Passed away December 27th, lOSD.I
islnu you're gone first and I re- |

main
To walk the road alone,
I live in memory's garden dear,
With happy days we've known

I hear your voice, T see your smile
Though blindly I may grope,
The memory of your helping hand,
Still buoys me on with hope,

We’ve known so much of happiness
We've had our cup of joy,

And memory is one gift of God,
That death cannot destroy.

Ever Remembered by His

Wife, Ruth.

The Passing

Scene
By Observer

While we have a lot to learn
before we can claim to have reach-

ed political #aturity, there are
signs, which 'he who runs may
read, that we are growing up.

One of these is the tendency to
discount promises made in the
fever time of elections. It almost
seems now as if the day when
elections could be won on prom-
ises, the bigger th. better, is past
and over. No one, except the
“pork barrel” type of politician
will regret ' it.

Incidentally, that type of politic-
ian is getting more rare every
day and therc is good reason to
believe he will soon be extinct,
for he will have nothing to feed
on. True, rash promises are still
made on the eve of elections (e.g.
bigger and better public services,
less taxes) but candidates who
make them do so with their ton-
gues in their cheeks. Nothing at
all like the old timer who thought
his political worth was measured
by the fantastic promises he could
think up on the spur of the mo-
ment,

So far as the bulk of the peo-
ple are concerned, they still give
polite attention to candidates who
profess ability to do the impos-
sible, but their hearts are not in
it. More and more they are get-

ting to admire frankness and
straightfordwardness more than
demagogy. '

lical control simply by denounrlng'
the government of the day. Gov-
ernments are finding it havder
and harder to stay in office simp-
ly by reiterating over and over
how badly things were done by
their predecessors. This means,'
surely, that the people generally
are taking their politics more in-
telligently, though perhaps a
little less dramatically. It is a
sign of growth. As we outgrow
adolescence we are expected to
put away childish things.

Those of us who are old enough
to recall the old type of political
meeting where mud was thrown
around in profusion and charges
and counter charges were hurled
with little or no thought as to
accuracy jmay perhaps experience
a little nostalgia, for certainly it
made for a good deal of excite-
ment. But, we feel, for all that,|
that the type' of meeting popular
in our day, with its emphasis on
cool argument instead of invective,
is really much better, more be-
coming to our increasing sense of|
political values. i

Now and then some inexper-!

Minister Reports
15,500 New Jobs

PR

Scme 15500 new jobs were open-
ienced man may try some of the ed in Canada in 1951 according t4

i

old tricks, but he receives little| Laior Minister Gregg. Ontaric
encouragement from anybody. He and Quebec led the way with 12,-
learns sooner or later that, while gop new jobs, largely through de-
there are many ways to make | fence  industries. Newfoundland's
friends and influence people, the| ... industries accounted for two-
making of unjust charges against thirds of the 1,400 new jobs in the
anothergisgnotyonejofpthem: four Maritime Provinces and ths
Prairies’ development of chemical
and refining plants created 1,000
'new positions.

Few Great Speakers

It does seem as if great polit-
ical oratory were on the way oul.
There are still giants, to be sure. ulate on which
Mr. Churchill, for example. But,|considerable. )
taking a wide look, there are few Party Spirit
really outstanding political speak-|
ers left. In the present Canadian| Blind

may be the more

partizanship seems to be

This trend seems to be growing
on all levels of political activit-|
ies. The great political leader orl
tomorrow, irrespective of party la-|
bels, will be the man who will|
take the eclectorate unreservedly
into his confidence and who will
promise what he feels sure he
can perform and no more. All
this is very much* to the good.
Of course, this laudable sentiment
is by no means universal. If it|
were, we would already hn\'oi
reached the ideal state of which
men have drecamed since the dawn/
of history.

But, we are coming along. The
habits of the politicians are much
better than they were, and voters
are much wiser.

Slogans

The old battle slogan, “It's time
for a change!" is fast losing its
charm, witness several recent pro-
vincial elections. In fact, all slo-
gans appear to be labouring un-
der stress and strain. This, too.
I see as a sign of our gradual
political developmient. If a gov-
ernment of whatever name is car-
rying out its responsibilities rea-
sonably well, why put it out of
business at the behest of the silly
slogan, “It's time for a change!”
If it isn't, why keep it at the be-
hest of another slogan just as
silly as the first, “Never swap
horses in the middle of a stream!"

Opposition parties are finding it
harder and harder to win polit-

House of Commons there are any|going the way of the slogans. It
number of men who can prepare |cannot be g;\insu!d that the o'lvf'(
a well thought out case for nl-lcry. “My party, rl;:m or wrong'!’,
most anything. They are able ad-'did produce a certain kind of sl'a\-
t one's tradit-

vocates. Their thinking is order- bility. Loyally to T
ly and their diction good, but per-/ional clan, however ﬂmOIfﬂl 1
haps in the whole assembly might be in essence, has in our

history been responsible for mucr.

nol;
one could be named who by sheer!

eloquence and oratorical style ('nu!dithat. was good and moble. Tte
stir men's souls. | praises have been sung by ”lhc
Ready tongues there are n.lpoeis in _nl] ages. It is sti 1;
plenty, but few, if any, touched| oworiulvlo_xim:__m human _re

wi.lh fire, You can go all over, Continued on page 10

this Island at election time, at-'

tend every political meeting, wilh-}

out hearing any voice crying like
a prophet in the wilderness of,
the ordinary. |

If one may say so, the same
appears to be true of present day

His Honour
Lieutenant-Governor

preaching. Erudition abounds. Di-! T w L PRowsE
alectical skill in matters of the- * b

ology is as good as it ever was:!| B receive at
There are still saints whose lives| will receive

add beauty to the drab places nfi Government House

the earth. But where are the

preachers in the tradition of | '

Savonarola, Wesley, Spurx:mn.[ on Tuesday,
Keble, Brooks?

January 1st, 1952,
from 3 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

It may be that here, too, nsi
well as in the political sphere.|
the popular fondness for quiet|
argument instead of oratory has.|

somehow, helped to bring about|] Each genllcmaq should pro-
a dearth of fiery tongues. Cer-| vide himself with two visit-
tainly, it cannot be denied lha!i ing cards.

there is sometimes more glory in[
the still, small voice than in the;
earthquake, wind, and fire. Per-
haps we can say that both gain
and loss are involved and *spec-

I.. E. Prowse,
Private Secretary.

i
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The wish of the Management and Staff of this store that every-
one should have a Joyous Yuletide season is, we feel sure, on the
way to fulfillment.

We wish to thank all who made our FIRST Christmas in business such a successful one.
As 1952 is drawing very near, our sincerest hope is that the New Year will be happy
and prosperous to everyone, everywhere.

To be gquaranteed the best in FOOD for year-round shopping
call at Pierce's Cash and.Carry or phone 224 - 225 for FREE de-

livery.

GROCERY BUYS

Thrifty Pak

Peas, 15 oz., 2 for .. 29; Bacon, Ib. ... .. ...

" Molasses, quart .... 35¢
ee 29c¢

. Silver Seal

Robin Hood
Cake Mixes, 2 for .
Clark's

Father, Daniel J. MacLean, Bristol,
who d away D ber 285
1985, _
The family ¢hain was broken,
When you were called away,
And left us “oh so lonely”
On that sad Christmas day.
Lovingly Remembered by His
Daughters Margaret and Mary.

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of my dear
brother, James Charles Woodside,
;v.!:: passed away December 27Tth,
Gone from us, but leaving mem-

ories, !
Death can never fake away;
Memories that will always linger,
While upon this earth we stay.
Ever Remembered and  Sadly

Missed by His Sisler Maballa,

Beans, 20 ox., 2 for .. 37¢c

Clark’s )
Plum Puddings, 1 Ib.

SPECIALS FOR

- Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Monday

Machine Sliced

Cottage

Maple Leaf

.+ 35¢ | Oysters, 1-2

Rolls, Ib. .....00eemsr 69¢

Sausage, Ib. ........ 53¢
Oyster Bed Bridge

FRU

Golden Russet

Apples, 2 doz. ...... 75¢
Luscious

Grapes, 2 for ..., 0w 33C
Juicy

Oranges, 2 doz. ..... 865¢
Pink

Grapefruit, 3 for . ... 25¢

49¢

pr. .... 45¢

We have a limited c'arry-over of bulk
clearing’' at a discount of 20%.

Christmas Candy

GREAT GEORGE, STREET.
CHARLOTTETOWN.PE.T.

-22¢or22S.

P,
Lot
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Y ey
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