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A Mahommedan legend describes the perplexities of

:an angel, who had ebtained permission to assume a hu [trader eontinually. Do you say that it presses too hard 21

eman form, and travel throngh all the regions of the earth,
or the purpose of ascertaining'the real condition of man-
#kind. Countless anomalies puzzled him at every step;
Zbut there was none so perfectly inexplicable as the fact,
sthat men, nationally and cillectively, boasted of exten-
«ded commerce, and indwidaally were ashamed of beiny
ssupposed to have anything to do with 41 He saw a elass

tof men whose mtelligence, industry and integrity pro-.

weured wealth for themselves, comfort for their families,
-and influence for their nation ;7 men engaged ina pur-
-suit which had been thesonrce of everything that really

.adorns tnd dignifies humanity ; and ‘he saw, with as-|

tonishment, that these men, instead of challenging res-
.pect for their honorable exertions, slirunk from confes-
‘sing that they belonged to a class which produced im-
provement 1o the commmunity.  They seeued 1o belivve
sthat they were disgraced, because their intelligence was
kept iu action, their industry engnged in the develop-
ment of national resources, and their integrity recognised
sto the utmost ends of the earth.  He saw men of whom
the world ought to be proud, who were thoroughly
ashamed of themselves—swho refused * to stand by their
order,” though well aware that to their order alone so-
_ciety stands indebted for every advance that civilization
has made since the days ofthe deluge.

There was a species of shame that pozzled the hea
venly visitor, bat there was'a form of pride which com-
pleted this perplexity. e had believed, before his ar-
rival on earth, that cut-throats, robbers and plnnderers
must be universaliy execrated by their fellow-men; he
never dreamed that mortals could ever combine to deifv
:as heroes those by whom they were msulted, injured, and
“trampled down ; but to his inexpressible astonishment,
he learned that destruction was deemed a glory, and pro
duction a disgrace,—that the management of the chemi-
cal agencies by which men were mowed down in thou-
:gands was rewarded by the cheers of multitudes, titles
from Government, and pensions from Parliament; while
the development of agencies which gave support to men
in thousands was virulently opposed by ignorant mobs,
ssupereiliously disregarded by the Government, and con-
temptuously sneered at by the Parliament.  The angel
could not discover why this was; but how it was, re-
qnired no laboured investigation to discover.
arade and commerce, ashamed of their order, had =et the
example of despising themselves, aad had thus supplied

__saflicient justiication for the contempt.awith which Lhe.y] Tizwein

were regarded by others. _

It is a thaukless task to set forth the moral dignity of
commerce and manufactures ; those who least desire the
aeal elevation of their social position to be demonstrated
40 the world, are to be found among the merchants and
mauuficturers themselves. There s no earthly use in
denying or concealing that traders invoke contempt on
4rade, that manufactarers implore for disgrace upon their
order, and that merchants pray for a brand of shame to
be stamped upon commerce. So far as they are indi-
widnally concerned, they are most provably right: no
man was ever ashamed of his order, save the man of

" whom his order had very ample reason to be ashamed

_in its turn.

But these men are not genuine exponents of the pre-
sent feelings of British werchants and manufaciarers:
there are now in that body men resolved * to stand by
their order,” men who .kunow the social imporiance, the

_moral worth; the national value, and the political weight
-of the order to which they belong. 1t is to such we ad-
dress ourselves ; we mvite them 1o examine the cliims
.of their class, and to assert the dignity of their position
“Qur purpose is to show them the reasons why they should
Mbe proud of commerce, and why they should glory n
‘honourable industry.  We call upon them 10 examine
.the nature of business, and inquire whether it does not
.afford the best training for what all genuine religion and
-all true philosophy concur in pointing out as the proper
purpose and object of lite.

“ Life, say the expounders of every creed, is a probation.
The circumstances in which we are placed ; the events, the
seenes of our wortal lot 3 the bright visions that cheer us, the
durk clouds that overshadow us—all these arve not an idle
show, nor do they exist for themselves alone, nor because
they must exist by the fiat of some blind chanee ; but they
hiave a purpose, and that purpose is expressed in the word
_probation. - Now, it anything deserves to be considered as
_a part of that probation, it is business. Life, say the wise,
is u school. In this sehool there are lessons—toil isa les-
son ; trial is a lesson; and business, 1oo, is a lesson. But
the end of a lesson is, that something be learned ; and the
~end of bhusiness is, that truth, rectitude, virtue, be Ien'rne\ e
T'his is the ultimate design proposed by Heaven, and it is'a
.esign which every wise mun, engaged in that calling, will
propose to_himselt.
_simple assertion of a truth, to say to a man 8o engaged, and
to say emphatically, ¢ You have an_end to gain hey.mu! suc-

“wces, and that is, the moral rectitude of your own mind. :

«That business is -so- exquisilely adapted to accomplish

:that purpose, is another argument with me to prove that

_.such is the intention of its Ordainer, was its design. 1 can

“conceire that things might have be_en Ol'd&_’»l'efl otherwise
“ghat buman beings might have heen formed for industry, and
.mot fortraffic. 1 ean conceive man and nature to Infve been
.80 coustituted, that each individual should, by solitary la-
-bour, have drawn from the earth his sustenance j uu.d that
.a vesture, selter, richer, and more graceful than is ever
wrought in the leois of our manutactories, might have been

. woven upon his body, by the same invisible hands that have

hus clothed the beasts of the desert, and the birds of the
_air, and the lilies of the field, so that Solomon in all his gle-

was not arrayed like one of them. ‘Then might mat
Jhave held only the sweet counsel of society with his fellow,

__and never have been called o engage with him in the strife
*_of business. . Then, too, would he have been saved from all
- the dangers and vices of human traffic 5 but then, ton, would

the lolty virtues enltivated in this sphere of life never have
_had an existence, For business, | repeat, is admirably adap-
ted to form such virtues. Jtisapt, Lknow it issaid, to cor-
rupt men; but the wath:is, it corrupts aniy those who are
willing to be corrupted.

Men of

It is no extravagance, therefore, hut tlie:

An honest man,.a man. who sin- |
cerely desires toatiain to a lofty and unbending uprightuess, |
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‘could searcely seek a discipline ‘more perfectly fitted to that
end than the discipline of'trade. For what is trade? It is
|the. constant adjustment of the claims of different . parties,
8 man’s self heing one of the parties. This competition of
[rights and inferests might invade the solitary study, or
‘the sepurate tasks of the workshop, or the labours ot the si-
lent field, once a day; but it presses upon the merchant and

I Then, I reply, must the sense of rectitnde he made the stron-
ger 1o ‘neet the trink.  Every plea of this natuee is an argu-
ment for strenuon: moral effort.  Shall 1 be told that the
questions which often arise are very perp exing; that the
ease to he decided comes, oftentimes, not under a definite
wule, hnt under a general principle, whose very generzlity is
peritons 1o the conscience? It is indeed.  Here, perhaps,
fies the great peril of husiness, in the generality of the rale.

or conscicnes does not in most eases definitely say, ¢ thou
,’slmll do this thine, and. thou shalt de that’ 1t says always,
ki thou shalt do right! but what that is, is net always clear.
[ And henee it is that a man may take eare to offend against
{no definite remonstrance of conseience, and that he may be,
Uin the common aceeptation, an honest man ; and yet that he
[ may he a selfish, exacting and oppressive man—a man who
{ean never recognise the rights and interests of others—who
| ean never see anyvthing but on the side thatis favourable to
| himself—who drowns the voice of his modest neighbour
with always and londly saying, O! this is right; and ‘that
{ean’t be’—n man, in fine, who, although he seldom, perhaps
mever, offends against any assignable or definite precept of

| conscience, has swerved altogether from all uprightness and |

generogity.  What then is t be done ?
of the mwost ennobling character. A man st do more
than to attain to punetilions honesty in his actions; he must
train  his whole xonl, his judgment. his sentimeuts and af-
feetions, to uprighines, candour, and good will.

“1n fine, I look upon business as one vast scene of moral
action.  ¢'The thonsand wheels of commerce,” with all their
swift and complicated revolutions, I regard as an immense
moral machitiery.  Meanness and cunning may lurk amidst
it, but it was not designed for that degradation.  That must
be a noble seene of action where conscience i felt to be a
law. And it is felt to be the Inw of business; its very vio-
lations prove it such. It is the enthroned sovereign of the
plan; disobedience, dislovalty, give attestation to it, Nothing
it too holy to connect with it. " There is a temple in one of
the eities of Europe through which is the very passage to
the market-place , and those wlio pass there ofien rest their
burthens to tnen aside and kneel at the altar of prayer. So
were it meet that all men should enter upon their daily buosi-
niess.  The temple of manimon should be the temple of God.
The gates of trade shonld be as the entrance to the sane-
tnary of conscience. There is an eye of witnessing and
searching serutiny fixed upon every one of its domngs. The
presence of that all-seeing One, not confined, as some ima-
gine, to the silent Church or the solitary grove—the presence
of God, T thiuk it not too solemn to say, is in every counting-
voom and wareliouse of yonder mart, and ought to tiake 1t
holy ground.”

Commerce has been, under the gaidance of Provi-
dence, the grand civilizer of nations, or rather, it alone
has presented that condition of things under which cjvi-
as Fapidly advaneed: and” without-which it ne-
ver has made, and never can_make, progress The
spirit of naval and commereial énterprise could alone
counterpoise that spirit of barbarism which poets and
novelists have dignified with the name. of chivalry, but
which, in reality, means nothing more than

« That those shonld fake who have the power,
And those should keep who can?

’

This is  the good old rule, the simple plan’ of govern-
I ment which the advocates of olizarchy and monopoly
have advocated in all ages; which has euriched titled
robbers at the expense of plundered slaves, and which
divided communities, aceording to the Eastern proverh,
uto ** kites aud pigeons, the eaters and the eaten.” It
was commerce alone that broke the despotism of the
single tyrant who chastised his subjects with whips, and
the still more cruel despotism of oligarchy which chas-
tised its subjects with scorpions. Hence tyranny ol
every kind, but most of all the tyranny of class ascen-
dancy, has been ever opposed to the progress of com-
inerce. ** Well might rhe aristocracy of Spnna," suy=
thie lamented Dr. Arnold, ¢ dread the introduction of
foreign manners, and complain that intercourse with
foreigners would corrupt their citizens, and seduce them
tor forsake-the institutions of their fathers.  Injustice and
wenorance mast fail, if the light be faielv let in upon
them ; evil can only be fully enjoyed by those who have
never tasteu good. ‘The sea deserves to be hated by the
old aristocracies, inasmuch as it has been the mightiest
instrument in the civilization of mankind. In the depth
of winter, when the sky is covered with clonds, and the
land presents one cold, blank, lifeless surface of snow,
how refreshing it is to the spirits to walk nupon the shore
and to enjoy the eternal freshness and liveliness of the
ocean! Bven so, in the deepest winter of the haman
race, when the earth was but one chilling mass of inac-
‘tivity, life was stirring in the waters, There bezan that
.~'piri't, whose genial influence has now reached to the
Jand, has broken the chams of winter, and covered the
face of.the earth with beauty.

How few historians have cared to record the multitn-
dinons blessings for which the world is indebted to com
merce.  The eradle of Grecian poetry and philosophy
was in the commercial cities of Tonia ; merchants were
the patrons for whom Thales examined the phases of the
celestial laminaries, and Homer poured forth his immor-
tal songs; it was for commercial Athens that Aschylus
creatéd the drama, that Pericles founded the Parthenon,
and that Socrates raised morals to the dignity of a sci-
ence. But these are among the least of the triumphs of
commerce :—

and hever withont it.  All these kingdoms of Central Asia,
and of Europe too, which commerce has never penetrated,
have been, and are, despotisins. With its earliest birth on
the Mediterranean shore, freedom was born. Phenicia, the
merchants of whose cities, Tyre and Sidon, were acconnted
princes; the Hebrew commonwealth, whieh carried on a
trade through those parts ; the Grecian,
Rowmnn states, were not only !
only free states of antiquity. In the middle ages, commerce
broke down in Kurepe the feudal sysl‘em raising up in the
Hanse Towns, throughout Germany, b.wedeu and Nnryvny,
a hody of men who were able to cope with huruus_aud_kmg‘s,
and to wrest from them their free charters and rightful pri-
vileges.” f ik
‘ An:i yet of commerce—with all these undeniable claims
to huinan gratitude, revereuce and respect—there are

A work, I answer,

« Liberty has always followed its steps 3 and wi.th liberty, |
seietice and religion have gradually advanced an improved, |

|

|

|

i

the oue case is a8 far to seek, asurtand iHéchanisim ure i

men who pretend to be, or whoreally are, ashamed; men
who weuld saerifice their order for the smile of some
titled 'patron, whose only claim upon their homage is,
that
- “His ancient but 1ignoble blood
Hus run thretigh scoundrels ever since the flood.”

We should be tempted 1o speak of such men with scorn

and laasthing, were we not forced to weep over the moral

yet does not starve ; he hath his significance still; heisa
standing proof that somebody has worked.

“Nay, rather let us say, honour to the tvorker—to the
toiler—to him who produces, and mot alone consumes—1to
him who puts forth his hand to add to the treasure-Leap of
human comforts, and not alone to take away! Honour to
him who goes foeth amidst the struggling elements to fight
his battle, and shrinks uot, with cowardly effeminacy, be-

prosteation which has led men to speak of their own
sphere as habitnally given over to low ains and puesuits.
Would that they could see what true dignity encircles the
n,trc_r‘lgt man of business  We should like to see every
man of business assert for himself the impregnable posi-
tioir Which aur anthor has taken in his name.

7 attiiere isno-being in the world.for whom 1 feel a
higher moral respect and admiration, than for the upright
man of business : no, not for the philanthropist, the mis-
sionary. or the martyr. I feel that | could more easily he a
miartye than a man of that lofty moral uprightuess.  And let
me say yet more distinetly, that it is not for the generous
man that | feel this kind of respect —that seeims to me a low-
er quality, a mere impulse, compared with the lofty virtue i
speak Lof. 1t is not for the man who distributes extensive
charities, who bestows magnificent donations.  "That may
be all very well—1 speak not 1o disparage it—=1 wish there
were miore of it; and yet it may all consist with u want of
the true, lofty, unbending uprightness.  That is not the man
then of. whom [ speak; but it is he who stands, amidst all
the swauying interests and perilous exigencies of trade, firm,
ealin, disinterested, and upright. 1t is the man who ean
see andther man's interests just as clearly as his own. Jtis
the man whose mind his own advantage does not blind or
cloud for an instant ; who could sit a judge upon a question
hetwegn himself and his neighbour just as safely as the pu-
rest ngagistrate upon the hench of justice. Au! how much
richer than ermine, how far nobler than the train of magis-

hind pillows of ease! Honour to the strong muscle and the
manly nerve, and the resolute and brave heart! Honour te
{the sweaty brow and to the toiling Dbrain! Honour to the
great and beautiful offices of humanity—to manheod’s toil
and woman’s task—to parental industry, to muternal wateh=

ing and weariness—to teaching wisdam and J::dcm learn'u‘vg
—t10 the hmw*; care that presides over state, and

winny-fianded Tahour that toils in the workshops and fields,
beneuth its sacred and guardian sway.” '

If the League had peérformed no other service to.the
community than teaching the merchants and manufac-
urers that theirs is an order of which there’are many
noble epirits ready to avow their membership, it would
have well earned the gratitude which a future genera-
tion will assuredly bestow upon its exertions. It has
improved the social position of every merchant, and
irader, and manufacturer, and operative, not merely
within the seas of Britain, but within the ‘circuit of the
round wotld.  BEvery man who has joined its ranks has
received Wwith his dignity a patent of nobility, issued by
s own soul, attested by his own reason, and sanctioned
by his owa conscience. * My mind to me a kingdom
s wag the boast of the old poet; and it is truly the boast
of every wian who thinks for himself, and does not dele-
gate that privilege 1o other people. For the first time
Britain has seen a great association of its wealth, its ins
telligence, and its working power based on the principle

|eri_u| anthority, how more awful thau the suarded bench of
majesty, is that simple, magnanimous, aud majestic wruth!
Yes, it is the man who is true—true to himself to his neigh-
bour, and to his God—true to the right—true to his consei-
ence—and who feels that the slightest suggestion of that
consejence is more to him than the chance of acquiring a
hundred estates.”

It almost makes a man ashamed of s Jaring a common
uature with his fellows. when he finds a_public opinion
in the world derogatory to labour ; as if the very con=titn-
tion t),'f‘naturp—as if the very physical and mental pow-
ers wbich the great Creator has hestowed npnn our race,
did unt show it to be the design of Provideuce that every
man should work either with his hand or his head

« Yea,” such is man’s task, and such is the world he is
placed in. The world of matter is shupeless and void to all
manls purposes till he lays upon it the ereative hand of la-
bour, - And so also is the world of mind, It isas true in
mind as it is in natter, that the materials only are given us,
Absolite truth, ready made, no more presents itself'to us in
one department, than finished nodels of mechanism, ready
made, 1o in the other. Original principles there dounbtless
zngyimlq;,hqg the result==philosophy, that is to say—in

the other.

“Such, I repeat, isthe world, and suchis man. The
earth he stands upen, and the air he bhreathes, are, 8o far as
his improvement is coneerned, but elements to he wreught
by him to certain purposes, M he stood on earth passively
and unconscionsly, imbibing the dew and sap, abd spreading
his arms to the light and air, he would be but a tree. it he
grew up capable neither of purpose nor of improvement,
with no guidanee but instinet, and ne powers but those of
digestion and locemotion, he would he but an avimal,  But
e is more than this: he is a man; he is made to improve;
be is mude, therefore, to think, to net, to work. Labour is
his great funetion, his peculiar distinetion, his privilege.
Can he not think so?  Can he not see, that from being an
animal 10 eat, and drink, and sleep, to become a worker—to
put forth the hand of ingenuity, aud to. pour his own
thought iuto the worlds of nature, fashioning them into forms
of grace and fabries of convenience, amd ceaverting them
10 purposes of improvement and happiness—can he not see,
[ repeat, that this is the greatest possible step in privilege ?
Lubour, I say, is man’s great funetion. The earth and the
atmogphere are  his laboratory.  With spade and plough,

of independent action, and this independent action is an
absolute realizing of the royalty of soul of which the poet
dreamed.

« It is, doubtless, a very extraordinary state of things, Its
distinetive feature is a grand popular movement, slowly pro-
pagating irselt through all civilised nations—a revolution of
ideas, witich is elevating the mass of mankind to importance
and power; and, in fact, to the eventual government of the
world. Itis a revolution which gees alike beyond all fornier
examples in history, and principles in philosophy. Tie
education of this age—that mags of sentimeut and maxims
which it has received from former nges—does not prepare it
1o understand itself.  Though the noblest genius and philo-
sophy of former times have been distinguished by their ge-
nerous recoguition of the elaims of humanity ; yet they have
seldom descended to work out the great problem of human
rights. They have shown more admiration of humun nature
than confidence w it.  Their speculations, indeed, have pro-
ceeded upon grouwds widely different froni the present state
of facts. - When Avristotle discoursed in such discouraging
tedms on the popular tendencies, le discoursed concerning a
people thut could not read ; that had no newspapers ; that
were ignorunt and bratal, compared with our educated and
Christian ¢ nities. . When Plato reasoned of" his ideak
fietion. The philosophy of modern politics has not been
written in past times ; it cannot be written now j: that work,
1 believey in its full perfection, must be left to a future nfe.'

5

1 do not pretend to say what it will bej the principle of in<
teltigzent, Christian freedom may develop results that are out
of the range of our present contemplation. . But this, 1 think,
is evident, that when the future philosopher and historiogra-
pher rises that shall analyze and portray the stupendous re-
volution that is now passing in the civi'ized world, he will
speak of a revolution huving no precedent in history. None
was ever so universal, so profound, or so fearful ; all former
revolutions have been locul, occusional, and sanguinary. In
former days, when power has been wrested from its despotic
possessor, it has been done only by a violent and bloody
hand.  But now, an influence, silentand irresistible, is rising
up trom the mass of the people, aud is stealing trom thrones,
and princedoms, and heirarchies, their unjust prerogatives ;
and, ut the same time, us if by some wonder-working magic,
is making their incumbents helpless to resist, and even wil-
ling to obey. Potentates are learning a new lesson, and so
are the people too. Before, revolutions have been violent
and blpody, from the very weakness of those who lhave cars

with mining shafts and furnaces and forges, with fire and
steam—aniidst the noise and whirl of swtft and bright tma- |
chinery, and abroad in the silent fields beneath the roofing
sky, man was made to be ever working, ever experimenting.
And while he, aud all his dwellings of care and toil, are
horne. onward with the eircling skies, and the shows of hea-
ven are around lim, and their infinite depths image and in-
vite his thought, still, in all the worlds ot philosophy, in the
universe of intellect, man must he a worker. He is nothing,
he can be nothing, he can achieve nothing, fulfil nothing,
without working. Not only can_he gain no lofty improve-
ment without this ; but without it, he ean gain no tolerable
happiness.  So that he who gives himselt up to utter indo-
lence, finds it too hard for him; and is obliged, in self-de-
fence, unless he be an idiot, to do something. The miser-
able vietims of idleness and ennui, driven at last from their
chosen resort, are compelled to work, to do something; ves,
to employ their wretched and worthless lives in—*killing
time.”  ‘They must hunt down the hours as their prey.  Yes,
titme,—that mere abstraction—that ginks light as the ar upon
the eyelids ot the busy and the weary, 10 the idle is an enemy
clothed with gigantic armour; and they must kill it, or thew-
selves die. They cannot live in mere idleness 3 and all the dif-
ference betweén them and others is, that they employ their
activity to ne useful end.  They find, indeed, that the hard-
est work in the world is to do nothing ™” y

In the name of common sense, iu the sacred names of
reason, justice and humanity, we not only protest against
the stigma which prejudice, ignorance, and corrupt inter-
est have aflixed upon honorable indusiry, but we fur-
ther demand that nothing else should be respected.

« What is there glorious in the world that is not the pro-
duct of labour, gither of the bedy or of the mind? What is

Carthagenian and |
the freest, hut they were the

history but its record ? What are the treasures of genius
and art but its work? What are eultivated fields but its toil 2
The busy marts, the rising cities, the enriched empires of the
world, what are they but the great reasure-houses of lahour ?
The pyramids of Kgypt, the castles and towers and temples
of Europe, the buried cities of Mexico, what are they but
tracks, all round the world, of the mighty lootsteps of Iabour?
Autiquity had not been without it. Without it, there were
no mewmory of the past; without it, there were no hoves for
the future. }

« Let then lubour, the world’s great ordinance, take its pro-
per place in the world, Let idleness, too, have xl_ne.umed
that it deserves. -Houour, | say, he paid wherever it is due.
Honour, if you please, to unchallenged indolence—for that

" which all the world admires hath no doubt soine ground for

' gathered.

it ; honeur, then, 1o undisturbed, unelmlleuge_ed indolence—
for it reposes on treasures that labour some time gained and
It is the effizy of'a man, upon a splendid mnuso-
lennmi—somebody built that mausalenm—somehody put that

dead image there. Hounour to him that does nothing, and

vied them on, from the very uncertainty whether they should
succeed. Now, the people are reposing in calw security
upon their undoubted sirength.  Assurance has made them
moderate. Let 1o one mistake their moderation for apathy,
or their quiteness for défeat; for they are calin only in pro-
portion as they are determined and sure. : :

«Sueh is, undoubtedly, the character of the present era,
however we may regard the good or the evil involved in it
T'o me, | confess, it is far the nost mouientous and sublime
era in the history of the world. The introduction of Chris-
tinnity and the discovery of printing—the two greatest events
on record—are, in fact, now producing, for the first time, on
the broad theatre of national fortunes, the very resuits which
we are witnessing. ‘They have given birth, it not to the free
principles of modern times, at lenst to their free action.
Like the sun and the moon in heaven, they have penetrated
by their influence the great deep ol society. 'The effeet pro-
duced may well awaken that solemn and even religious
emotion in the mind -of which a late distinguished writer
has spoken,  What isnow presented to the attention of the
world is’ not, as formerly, kingdoms convulsed, or navies
wrecked upon the shore, but that ¢tide in the affairs of men,
that slow rising and gradual swelling of the whole ocean of
society, whitli isto béar everything upon its bosom.”

We lhave written of those who are renegaces to their
order more in sorrow than in aoger ; for we feel deeply
that the mercantile commaunity of gngland has too‘long
shown itself insensible of the great moral responsibility
which the cirenmstances of its position involves; aud the
consequence has been, that its political influence has
been least when its elements of political strength were

greatest.— T'he _London League.

Taxine THE Prepoe.—Some ideas have occurred to me
on the subject of signing the pledge, that 1 do not recollect
ever to have heard bronched at any of our Temperance meet-
ings, They are in answer to the stale and often repeated
ohjections urged against taking the pledge,—that a man in
so doing, signs away his _liberty. Now, though I do not
mean to admit that an individual, in taking the temperance
pledge, parts with the smallest fruction of his nataral liberty,
yet, for the sake of argument, we will suppose that he does.
_What then? ltis the chief characteristic of a civilized
community, and in fact, the very means by which man
emerges from savage into civilized life, that each individual
gives up a small portion of his natural liberty for the good
of the whole community. 1t is by this means that we are
enabled to have wholesome laws and regulations, and officers
to enforce thent. It is by this means that the fee simple to
real estate is obtained, for it is the opinion of the best legal
connmentators, that a man has no natural right to desigmﬂe
the igdividual who shall oveupy a furar after bis death, simply




