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LEADING AGAINST SLAMS
Opening leads are usually difs
ficult — unless the leader is for~
tunate enough to have a K-Q-J, a
Q-J-10, or something of the sort
—but the difficulty grows when the
selection must be made against a
slam contract. Les's look at West's
dilemma in the following case:
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‘The perfect home 18 always neat;| Peter Rabbit camé over every
No smallest detail incomplete, day to watch her. She paid no at-
Mrs. Hummer | tention to him. She went right on

A very busy person was tiny | about her business. He saw her
Mrs. Hummer, She is cne who | dart drom the base of oné tree to

[l
?  Bouth dearer.

waste3 no “time when she has|ancther and he was puzzled. She | K ' Noth-South vulneratle
something to be done. She was|seemed to be getting Something | Centainly not!” replied little Mrs.: aKJIP
building a home. Perhaps 1| from those trees, but what it was | Hummer in her high squeaky |- 9Q107543
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ahouldn't sy building. 1t st |he couldn't see. Was she geiling | Voice. | :g ;9 . ‘ © 8000
just the word 10 describe such |something to eat? The very first |Curiosity,” little rs. H er - i MM EST Youl|
dainty work, You see that little |chance he had he asked her. squeaked. L umm | #4Q842 410973 | ] é'LMEA“-;v$Y3 X 7 3 AL FIND AGSCRET
nest, no bigger around than half| “Certalnly not!” replied little | "“If no one was curious, no one| ¥4 N 9 — I CAN'T FIND A THING WRONG, DOCTOR-- 2 CATCHES ME COMING
a dollar, was being made of soft ! Mrs. Hummer in her high squeaky '|\ould ever learn anything” de-| ® Q965 |W E 8432 WITH YOU, MR, DRIPPLE -- WHAT < IN LATE |/
brown cotton from the stems of | voice. “What in the world would I pjared Peter sagely. “That nest . SQT743 S HK1065 SEEMS TO BE THE TROUBLE?
ferns. It is called fern cotton, be getting to eat from the bark of 'you are making 1s the loviiest .° s 2 —
though 1t really isn't cotton. Yes, K a tree?” nest. 1 have ever seen. Tt really is. ,- :Q 19863
sir, that hittle home was bem;i “I didn't know.” confessed Peter  So how can I help being curious? ’ .A'K-‘
made of cotton and silk. The finest | “That is why 1 asked. It you are|No one else makes such a dainty * &AJ
kind of silk. The kind that Spiders ( not getting something to eat, what |little nest." »
and Caterpillars spin. It was with |are you getting?” “Do you really think is is ‘The bidding:
these silken threacs that this nest| .wppa: Peter Rabbit, is no busi- |lovely?” asked little Mrs. Hummer, || South West | Morth East
was bound to the twig she had | ees whatever of yours” squeaked |and somehow her voice didn't | 19 Pass 4@ Pass
, chosen after looking and looking | mrs, Hummer and the squeak was |Sound 8o squeaky. (] J Pass Pass Pass
in many trees to find the right|gharp. Peter nodded. ‘I really do,” |
ce. " D ' said he. North's triple raise was not, of
hfhc had shapr‘: her :‘"sf }:1\' site l bh'[ know it."” replied Peter hum-; “Tt will be lavelier still when 1 !vnurbo. a slrgng‘ response  — it /
ing 1n 1t as she fashione the an  zet it all shingled.” said Mrs. Hum- | was a shutout aimed only at ”
8 “Then what did you ask me for?" R bl | N ’ u
walls, adding bit after bit of the & 5 ieha | Mer. {game, and South was well aware kLA ’
cotton and turning around and squéaked the busy little bird with | "Shingled!" eried Peter, "1 didn't ‘ﬁr that fact. The opening bidder - - _ - - e LSS ~”—- '4

ts ing her work, 5 . :
out_stopping know what you mean.' | can carry on after such a raise oniy

around as she did so. Mrs. Robin
3 “Because | wanted to know, and A A . )
shapes her nest :n much the same the best way to find out about Little Mrs. Hummer chuckled.|at his own risk. However, South's

manner. . 3 5 At least it sounded to Peter like [holding was so strong outside of
ing L 5 s

t:};:';gl\:erm a:;k 3:,‘::;3:: i‘:\;};r a chuckle. “If you watch long|the heart suit that he could not

learn much,” said Peter. enough, perhaps you'll find out,"‘be blamed for leaping to the slam.

A A said she and darted away. West it ) ; i
“That i8 just curiosity,” declar- ’ i i est, with almost indentical
ed little Mrs. Hummer, and dart- be]t:(e,et:rt,:a\ta:l& ‘S";Z fsltcl:‘lgil:;‘ ,lf“t‘lholdxngs in the three Side suits,
ed away. o . straighl j could scarcely make an intelligent
When she returned Peter was |2Ver to the base of an oak tree. choice among these suits,” So, in

L For a moment she buzzled around | new
8sure she had something in the tip | the hope that a view of dummy
of that long bill of hers, but he g T}’,‘e" she came shooting back. | might be helptul, he vary logically
Holy Redaemer Hall | couian see sust wwnat. She setied |07, D0, Someining 1 ver Dl bt | put douwn the irump ace.  Even
herself in the nest, leaned over for ) ' S-lafter this exploratory measure,
She settled herself in her nest,| west still was on shaky gl‘ound:

a moment and was ver busy. 5
TUNIGHT What was she doing? Pecei coulcf- i‘eaneg over and placed what SN€ | put at least he had something to
8.30 n't see. That nest was too -far a- tad ‘mught on the outsx(de. She | go by, One thing was obvious:
s bove him for him to see clearlv.|¥?® still shingling her nest, South must have the three missing
He stretched up s far as he could e aces, since he would not have de-

The prites are the same as pended on North's having an ace
and thus would not have risked
the slam only two aces in his own
hand. That being so, West could
WHY HAVE see that a spade or a diamond i
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those ilin at other but still he couldn't see what Mrs.
LA er was about. “If you please

Bingos in the city. what are you doing?” he asked.
) eossssssssssssssemmm——— | ‘Minding my own business, Mr.
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g . shift to clubs. So West made that — - |
- \ lat . - - om 7 )
. atter choice, and as a consequ MOTHE ERY TRED,) | [DONT YOu WORRY, MIS' HELLO,MIS° BAILEY! LI
I n zv ?“\»\ﬂ » FEET ? ence, South went wrong. He L — ~— MQS.S‘%FFLVE -- SHE'S STUBES ! YoU JUST GO ON HOW *mu FEEL NOW?
A‘\ ‘ \ could have made the hand by| |[THERE'S NO SENSE IN RUNNING RESTING-- ) ~a | |TO YOUR CLUS MEETING. | [\wELL YOU JUST TAKE
J ,_.‘\J‘ guessing o finesse spades, but| | |DOWN TOWN WHWEN YOU'RE | AN’ TLL SEE THA NOBODY
-v’ his “hunch” was to take the dia-| .[SO EXWAUSTED! ' ' ( D'STURBSNE‘%‘;E!I E
WILL CLOSE FOR THE SEASON — J mond finesse instead, and that 4

was his Waterloo.

It is often wise to follow West's
example in this case and lay down
a card that will produce a sight
of dummy, even at the possible
expense of losing a time unit.
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