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CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR’S

; Among 'T hose Present
g
Y as dSanta aus
¥
g i
¥ —by— over the great house. A piavo hall; gleaming with lights and old
§; VINCENT CORNIER played “Nuts in May” and hands|German glass toys; laden with
¥ o clapped, merrily. Outside, the sleet | presents. “His lordship d(:ﬁsnt an
¥ John Burnicle halted a mo-|and wind of the afternoon made |things by halves, does he?
4 ment on the threshold of the|contrast, booming and threshing| “A grand old gentleman, M:.
I
W = housekeeper’s firelit room—and nhe|at the ivy. Buxmcdle \}Vhenmt‘x: zoesh l“i b«ihn
¥ v | listened. The whoops and singing| “Well, Mrs Tateleigh, apd how |sore day for part o e
5 ¥ | of village children sounded ail|did it go?” Il%l'ld-" Ehe j«“gledt‘- dTrtl;n Blpﬂl'li'
¥ G g For once, Lord Betwodes house-|led. as she indicate e lovely
¥ Good health and prosperily ‘ l"(“‘ll“(llll('&ll‘(l{li‘ll‘!ﬁ keeper was no longer the Stately table. “But, come on now, I'm
5 .all of God's bountiful ; \Tate]elgh Her shrewdly handsome | sure ynul must lbfi fzmlshed q @
¥ ﬁ Scots face was glowing and she— Burnicle settle own and ate
g blessings be upon you in ,l SEAS O N S :\f‘actualAy~e\tc11(led a welcoming |and dnlaélkh ‘Alllf thisd t,le)e glee-
N - hand. {ully to! imse ‘an n guin-
¥ Christmas s GREETINGS ™ ele” :
the Christmas season and R “Mr. Burnicle”, she almost pur-|eas, too!’— Yes, old Lord Betwode
¥ | | . . Y
¥ | AT ﬁ‘xed, “you was a masterplece! Oh,|was one of the best. _
; in the new year to come. i El:({,.(l‘isdlalhldckﬁl;l}‘[‘;tf(\‘(or A | the wee bairnies — didn’t they en- “I—It Iva.sl mo&éall]y te:med "
¥ e A | joy themselves?” Mrs. Tateleigh suddenly and mer-
¥ ? | . Jjoy
¥ ] "\ . : d out wine.
¥ v Y | SneciliZineT A His cheeks and upper hp still uly said, as she poured ou n
5 BELL'S gfs \,\‘e\_l“n';';:;‘t‘ll:e’"",\"”I)l"],”“,N Alstinging from the spirit gum, the|“when his lordship told me he'd
] S . s . 4 ; Fixtures and ‘me,’cscc;ﬂ 2'xccent santa Claus of the Hall|engaged bﬂ pﬁ:fe:slonal Sama(ga;l?
M ¢ . . | chiidren’s party rubbed hs|from a big London agency. chl |
5 A tation ’:]: HiXILLCS ',g‘,tace, ruefully, and entered the Thought I to myself: losh, he’ 11 be
¥ Irons, Hotplates and %! room. Two tall glasses, cold chick- (a hairy old nasty,’ smelling of
w M . |
;‘; MONTAGUE :;15 Toasters. g)en. wine, fruit and a flaring fire|beer B&nd IDBCCYaA"“d“,’"L"d
A ¥ Main St. — Georgetown ,g made the sombrely panelled cham- “And, I've disappointed you—
‘nm.)aa.m.).mammum}«mnm«hlﬁl ¥ ber a place of cheer. eh?”
“""”‘"""’"""‘""""""""""" “Wicked little devils,” Burnicle| Mrs. Tateleigh found herseit
mmxzmcx(emaczm(«t-muxm«xmmxm:»ﬂzmcmmum«muu chuckled. “One potential fire-rais- |blushing. He saw the flush steal

1

=00

Q’Pr?nn1ngs

oo

Bennet, he’s Lord Betwode's stew-
ard, and Edward Fortescue,” Mrs
Tateleigh explained. “Each 15 to
dress up as a burglar. The guests
are to do exactly as they would
do in an’ actual burglary. If any--
or all—are identified, they’re out
of the game...and as a forfeit
for a similar business, last yea;,
consisted of no drinks or smokes
for a month, you can guess they'il
be carefull”

“Oh, so it's been done before—

If Santa Misses,
Reindeer Supply
Will Be at Fault
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acute. It has been estimated that
wolves have destroyed 500,000 of
Santa's helpers within the decade
or 50, leaving an approximate 50,-
000, v

After a while, since the weather
had calmed, ex-Inspector Burnicle
muffled and took e walk
through the mooniit gardens of the
Hall. He got as far as the gates,
He had a talk with Mr. Hicks and,
on the way back, fell in with two
guests walking over from Betwode
village for the night's festivities:
Samuel Bennet, Lord Betwode's
| steward and a slightly tipsy young
i|fellow called Fortescue, an artist,
so he said.

Among the three — Burnicle re.
called something from his official

(Continued on page 7)

The difficulty of keeping the an-
imals alive in a temperate climate
makes it unlikely that any of the
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