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Scotland’s Moray Firth Was
Scene Of Edinburgh’sYouth

By Bert Oliver. .

Life in the rugged little ports along Scotland's Moray
wrth does not change much through the years. The fish-
qg poats crowd about the harbors when the season is on,
“‘"d through the hard winter, lie idle in the sheltered bays
md' inlets. In the summer, city folk come down to the sea
" mble about the rocky coastline and go walking
Jong the stretches of golden sand and under the northern

un.
ong

From time to t !
peaten old fishermen of the coast dies.

ways others to take their place.

s their forebears. :
areer” in the big ocean-going vessels.

There was one such lqd
tho spent his schooldays in
hose  parts 10 the mid-
nirties. He was at Gordons-
oun School, \vheug-the boys
were encouraged to° taste‘the
lfe of the sea and the little

rbors.
h?;m since those carefre_e days at|
ool on the Moray Firth, the
joung Prince has borne the unmis-
\akable stamp of the sea. He has
putlt himself & fine naval career,
, and risen to com-
pand his own ship. Reluctantly, he
:1:5 given up the sea for his Royal
juties. But if ever he is able to re-
wrn, he will. For the Duke of
gdinburgh is & born sailor. wo

His early life was not easy for| % 5
him. He bore the title of a foreign
ince, but the Navy saw to it that
reated no better than the
aext man. He knew he would have
lo work hard. He had been told
by many, including his school-
master in Scotland — Kurt Hahn,
n anti-Nazi of remarkable char-
yter  who “refugeed” his school
wom Germany — that at his best
e was sutstanding, but his second
pst was not good enough. So he
wried. and the results speak for
\nemselves.

in November, 1947,

Admiralty with the Director

room boy. But still clinging

he was posted to the

own request.

follow the sea But he

Joined the Navy

At 18, Phillp joined the Royal
favy as a cadet, and trained at the
Naval College, Dartmouth.
Be was awarded the King's Dirk
1 finest all-round cadet of his
serm and also the Eardley Howard-
Chockett prize for the best cadet.
In January, 1940, he went to sea
u & midshipman in the battleship
Ramillies, a far cry from the cut-
ters and  sailing boats he helped
wild and sail on the Moray Firth.
He was with the Ramillies four
mnths and saw New Zealand for
ihe first time when the ship called
\ Wellington during the Centen-
lal Exhibition.
After just one year at sea, with
Iransters to the cruisers Kent and
Shropshire, the young midshipman
¥as back on a battleship, this time
HMS. Valiant. And it was with
her at the Battle of Cape Matapan
that he first saw action. He was
in charge of searchlight control,
and for his work in illuminating
the Italian battlefleet during the
night action, was mentioned In
Yespatches and recelved the Greek
Nar Cross.
During this time, Philip took a
sb-lieutenant's  course, winning
four firsts and one second to gain
nine months' seniority out of a
possible 10. After a gunnery course,
he was appointed a sub-lieutenant
on the old destroyer Wallace in
142 and soon after was promoted
First Lleutenant to become, at 21,
the youngest officer second-in-com-
mand of a big destroyer. There
%as more action along the North
African coast and in July 1943 he
look part in the Sicily invasion.
About this time, Philip learned!|
tme of the harder, hotter facts of
eafaring. He was travelling in a
troopship from Suez and had to do
tint in the stokehold after the
Chinese gang  of stokers had
limped” ship. It was probably
the hottest job he had ever dond
ad he still keeps a certificate say-
% he qualified as a “trimmer” —
1 stoker's job.
He grew a beard, a full, golden
Mlfair, and took it with him into
(hh" Japanese theatre of war when
“fh:lu tranv“srorre'd to the destroyer
PP serving with _the -Eastern
Flm and later the British Pacific
fdﬂ. He was there till the end,
;ﬂ saw the surrender in Tokyo
2y In 1045,
ook in England the Duke took
‘womnnd of Whelp for the last
w";‘:;l:vhf before she was paid off
opal N“t There he joined the
ment, avy  Training Establish-
e HMS Glendower, in North
ith 'ths base where only, officers
Vere a e best leadership records
A ppointed. He took over train-
!vemmk and, when the school
lar p‘é::ly closed was given a simi-
orthan, at HMS Port Arthur at
evals c.]nenr Bath. Here, Philip
Ped his own powers with the

Hy ‘otfin: with which. he léctured
e Cers on sea warfare, mor-
ﬂnre.mmm affairs and the self-
le?nororfi which the experienc-
aster, cer i3 80 competent a

=

“Jimmy the One" as the

one porthole and

the home he had left.

promoted

Magpie, a wartime U-boat

cruises and  exercises

Home and

ments ashore attractive to him.

‘H(\”;-educty' Lieutenant Mountbat-

“lt?l to local dances and play-
e s in his shirt-sleeves with
o 1nmcers at the local pub
ul kng; st the local team. They
n iy cﬂ};lkm, as Philip there, and
Xy et and hockey fields as

He 'ran

s oy ron AN Sports car, did
pairs and bullt uj

® for his driving. p local

Became Engaged

" ':‘ bwhue he was at Corsham
ket e engaged to Princess
ht u,,'”?“d he was at Corsham
by U the wedding. His last

& bachelor was with -his

DUKE (Cent
school boat

1t is a pleasant life and it has been like that for very

has indefinite leave fram the Navy.
What is Lieutenant Commander the
Duke of Edinburgh like as a sallor,
as a man? Well, ashore and afloat,
they say: “A jolly good chap.”

At sea, he was, ‘above all else, &
naval officer. In the eyes of the
crew he was “Jimmy the One”, not
a Duke, when he was a first Lieu-
tenant. And, as a commander, he
was always “the Skipper” or ‘“the
Old Man.” Ratings did not brag
about him ashore. But they were
quietly proud. Many stories were
heard about Philip before he joined
Magpie. There was one about the
time he tried to board a compan-
ion destroyer early in the morning
with the idea of borrowing her cat.
The petty officer of the watch saw

ime, one or other of the gnarled, weath-
But there are

Lads who have grown
there and taken to the sea to become, in time, as salty blond hair plastered over his face,
Some have sought a more ambitious he had to retreat

naval friends. After the wedding | boat.
the Duke of}
Edinburgh, as he®then became, was|
appointed to temporary duty in the
of and
Operations — something of a bzxck-‘i really misconceptions of an eﬁicl-i
to' ent captain and disciplinarian. He
hopes for an active naval career. was scrupulously fair. \
next staffl
course at Greenwich from April to and command in the flotilla but!.;

mid-September, 1948, At the end of| by the time he left Magpie, she | like some ““"“’f}ﬁm“ étr:a’wof(ﬁ
this, he was put on half-pay at his| was at the peak of her peacetime: ﬂpgitgge g“;fillfiptirhoehar:otr;veued théi

Prince—Charles was born and the
Duke had less and less chance m‘came at Valetta Harbour, Malta, he
was still|saw to it that Magpie men won six
determined to resume his career, as"ol ten events and made their ship!
soon as possible. Soon after moving |

DUKE OF EDINBURGH and QUEEN ELIZABETH
taken before marriage in Palace drawing room.

destroyer as First Lieutenant, or
) ratings | self. And when Magpie won, the

call this officer. He went back lo|crew trom that time on backed him

living in a cabin 7 ft. by 9 ft. with
a ceiling draped
with waterpipes — some contrast to

Towards the end of 1950, he was|

and took command of the frigate
killer.
Life at the Malta station was good.
As the Duke says, it was “the best
year of my life.” There were long

with the
Mediterranean Fleets,
and all the interest of a first com-
mand. Princess Elizabeth, like 80
many other Navy wives, joined him
at Malta when she could, and help-
ed to make:the round of engage-

But it had to end. On July 16.
1951, he relinquished his command
and returned to London to share
with his wife the burden of Royal
engagements, made heavier by the

re) AS SCHOOLBOY is busy giving
a coat of paint at A,Gordomtoun.

him, and the Duke collected the
| full force of a powerful hose. White
{ uniform moulded to his body and

before another |
| faceful and eventually disappeared |
linto the night in a water-logged

Scrupulously Fair

Other reports said he was tough|

tyrannical but these were‘\

He weas the most junior in rank|

reputation.
When the traditional regatta day

Cock Ship of the flotilla. He made;

into Clarence House in July, 1949,|the crews practise beforehand till!
he flew to Malta and joined the|thelr hands were blistered. He'

TEW.

e

gtroked one whaler to victory him

completely.
He used to
the men and liked nothing bette
than to drive the
frigatg fast motor launch — leav

in the back seat. Shrewdness i

ship wants
have them.

“yery fly indeed.”
However, the Duke of Edin

Duke’s
Line Is
g com A pycjeNt

a history that ranks beside the

go swimming with
skimmer — a

ing the coxswain unceremoniously
Lieutenant-Commander | on board the Magple or putting him

part of the Duke's naval compet-
ence. There are always a few “bad
hats” in any big body of men. No
them but some ships
It was noticeable he
managed to keep them away from
the Magple. In fact, he even posted
his own. “Very crafty is the old
Man,” the older ratings used to say,

burgh's naval career is ended now,
if not permanently, then for un
specified years to come. Ashore, he
has turned his mind and energy to
the immensity of his role as the
husband of a British monarch.

Mountbattens
Trace Link
To Battenbergs

One family in our time can claim

romantic tales of princely houses
of past ages that’ have risen to!
Royal favour and position. It is the
tamily once called the Battenbergs |
_now the Mountbattens.

Now they are so closely assocla-
ted with loyalty that their family
name is a household word in five|
cintinents. But 99 years ago there |
was born to the younger son of the|
Grand Dyke of a small — though |
quite rich—German Principality a
boy from whom all the great Bat-
tenbergs and Mountbattens of to-|
day are descended. How did this|
quite obscure family — in a Eumpef
younger sons—achieve in Lhree:
generations 8o many positions of |
eminence? Their tale shows thau‘
energy and talent can elevate even
the family of an obscure aristocrat. |
This is an adaptable family. Un-|

world as a naval officer, and galn-i

ed his promotions on merit, is an/
example in this generation. But!
before him It is instructive to read
the family’s achievements. |
Four Battenbergs and Mountbat-|
tens have married members of the
Britlsh Royal family. Prince Louis
of Battenberg married Victoria Al-
berta a granddaughter of Queen
Victoria. Another Battenberg mar-
ried Alice, a daughter of Queen
Victoria. Henry Maurice of Bat-
tenberg married the Princess Bea-
trice. And now the Duke of Edin-
burgh is the consort of Queen
Elizabeth the Second.
The family entered the strange
post-war world — after the First|
World War — with a new name;
and high reputation. For the fol-
lowing 15 years the closest connec-
tion between the Royal Family and

the Mountbattens was the firm
triendship of* Edward, Prince of
Wales, (whom “everybody” called

David) with Lord Louis Mountbat-
ten, (whom ‘‘everybody” called
Dickie), the son of the great Ad-
miral of the Fleet. The slings and
arrows of outrageous fortune spar-
ed the Mountbatten family. Lady
Alice, the sister of Lord Louis, mar-
ried Prince Andrew of Greece, and
her fortune was linked with that of |
the Greek Royal family. They had|
four daughters before their son|
was born on June 10, 1921. He was
christened Philip. He grew up as;
Prince Philip of Greece, and"
thought of his career as a serving
officer in the ‘Royal Navy. Before
his engagement to Princess Eliza-
beth was announced he took a
special oath of allegiance and re-
nounced his  Greek titles and
claims. For a short while he was
Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten, and |
then the King ennobled him as
Duke of Edinburgh — a title sev-
eral times before held by members
of the Royal family.
Married Heiress
One of the greatest and most
surprising marriages of the immed-
iate “back-to-normal” period afier
the Pirst World War was betwéen
Lord Louis Mountbatten, the uncle|
of Prince Philip, and the Hon. Ed- |
wina Cassells, the daughter of|
Lord Mount K Temple. Lord Louis,
had married one of the greatest
heiresses in Britain, Her grand-
father was Sir Ernest Cassells, who |
is always described as “the bafker.” |
|

But he was something more than
that. The Rothschilds are always;
spoken of as the Bankers and fin-|
ancial advisers of governments. Sir,
Ernest Cassells was the personal|
banker and adviser to kings. In
particular he was close to Edward
VIiI—and that King did much, des-
pite many tales of his extravag-
ance—-to put in good order the per-
sonal fortunes of the kings of Eng-
land. Sir Ernest Cassells shared, to
some extent, the same family his-
tory as the Battenberg family. He
was also a foreigner; he also had
charm. He could not equal the aris-
tocratic gifts of Prince Louis or|
Prince Henry of Battenberg. (The
" | latter's portrait shows a remark- |

able likeness to the clean-shaven
present Earl Mountbatten. He was|
one of the few Edwardian great
who ever wore a beard). But Sir|
Ernest Cassells’ fortune is still with,
us today. The millions he invested
in rallways and industries in Swed- |
en and Turkey, in Egypt and Iran—
and throughout the world, are still|
bearing fruit. The fate of his for-,
tune was the subject of one of the;
“| most remarkable bills ever passed
by a Soclalist Government. The Bill
exempted Edwina—now known as
the Countess Mountbatten of Bur-|
ma — from provisions of a will so’
that she could spend some of the
capital of her fortune—the fortune
left by her grandfather, Lord Louls
and his wife Edwina built for them- |
selves one of the most remarkable

T

|
%
\
|
\
|
I

would call a “duplex penthouse”
overlooking Hyde Park from Park

Lane, There “David” was often
the guest of “Dickie” and his
charming wife.

Lord Louis, like his father, was
& brilliant serving naval officer —
perhaps a little bit unorthodox for
some of his commanders. With the
abdication ' his family fortunes
looked less secure than formerly.
But war, which ended the career
of his father Prince Louis of Bat-
tenberg, was the opportunity for
Lord Lonis Mountbatten. With
Winston Churchill in charge, a
man like that could not fail to ‘ad-
vance. When a “Combined Ops”
was formed, “Dickie” took over.
When the toughest command of
the war came along—and all the
traditional commanders had dis-
dained it—he became head of
South East Asia Command.

J

flats in London — what Americans |

The TOWN OF SUMMERSIDE extends con-
gratulations and felicitations to Queen
Elizabeth Il on the occasion of her Coro-
nation, and wishes her long life and happi-
“ness in service to her people.

The THRONE, in Peace and War, in joy and
sorrow, has stood as a rock—firmly estab-
lished—an example and quide for each and
all of us to follow.
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GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!

. HENRY W. WEDGE, Mayor
Donald Lidstone
Dr. H. E. Clark
Andrew Perry

T.D. Morrison

Clarence Steele
W.E. Jenkins




