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;‘TI|- ntrnnzout—n|¢;mory is weaker than

Institute,

range plans developed with a view to solv-
ing this serious problem before it is toc
late. It is not too much to say that

the weakest ink.”

The Soil Erosion Problem

It is to be hoped that as a result of the
report on soil conservation by the Prince
Edward Island branch of the Agricultural
excerpts
publishecl serially in The Guardian, thor-
ongh surveys will be undertaken and long- Nobody questions fts value now, but for

from which are being

the

whole future of our agricultural economy
depends upon the attention we give to this

affords striking evidence of the devastation

wrought by

<oil erosion, but it 1s going on

u lar;"l‘m-er_v session normally began without
ai Y |

subject within the next few yeais. History,

|

"have been remarkably slow to

ablest members for the purpose.. Since a
contractor naturally tried to maximize his
own profits, the Hansard suffered a good
deal from economies, and its very life was
annually in danger. Since each contract
was an annual one, and had to be decided
on by Parliament, the first few days of
a
used to

Hansard. Private contractors

ard for another year.

In 1887 our Hansard was taken over
by a Government printing office and since
that time its existence has been assured.
From the beginning, members of Parlia-
ment, especially the opposition, seem to
grasp the
potentialities of the record as a sounding
board, or as a device for forciny the Gov-
ernment into an admission of something.

vears after Confederation leading M. P.'s

y voiced scepticism about the Hansard.

Livestock And The Map

The westward shift of population both in
this country and the United States
changing the livestock marketing picture

every day and the warning signais are all in a very marked way. The Industrial and

about us.

Development Council of Canadian Meat

The New York Times carrvies an m'l'PSITPHCkPI‘S in the second number of their let-
on this subject, in connection ter make an interesting study of how mar-

ing article

with the dust storms which are 1)]0\\'ingl

again in the Wheat Belt.
correspondent describes a typicai scene in any surplus livestock production in
“For, West had to move eastward, either for ex-
has port or for domestic consumption. At first

southeast
mile after

Colorado

The newspaper's

in these terms:

mile the flour-like topsoil

keting is affected. ’
A few years ago practically the whole of
the

been piled against fences like drifting snow,iit was live animals that were shipped but
tearing down the wires and snapping the later the shipment of dressed meats in-

pnlo:_'

him ont,

' The accompanying pictures
and

recall memories of

bear creased and the
similar, stock fell off. In Canada a substantial pro-

movement of slaughter

dust storms twenby vears ago. A large part|portion of the movement was for shipment
of the wheat crop in the affected area has overseas.

heen destroved, and even worse

disaster

To supply the requirements of the rap-

Ihreatons unless wind and moisture condi- idly increasing  population in the western

tions suddenly improve.
“Why this repetition of the disasters of

the Nineteen

Thirties?"”

|

half of the
Pacific

continent, particularly on the
Coast, western packers had to

asks The Times. reach farther and farther inland for sup-

“Were not the American people sufficient- plies and at the same time the population

Iv warned by the dust storms and droughts
r.hr:n tn take preventive measures? The an- more livestock for local consumption. Thus
swer would seem to be clearly that the soil the “Great Divide” or line of east-west
conservation work of the past has been in-
adequate, although presumably our present and the price -differential has practically
situntion would be worse if the shelter beil‘disappeared.

and related conservation activity had not|

been hogun after the soil calamities

decardes aco.” |
The area presently worst hit suffered country will have a full time job producing

comparatively little then, for it was mainly all the livestock products which can be

grazing

pastured on the range.
needs

the food

But subsequently

of the war and post-war

perinds have caused prices to rise far above

the level of the Nincteen Thirtices.

such
have heen

conditions
rneouraged to gamble for enor-|

Under

many absentee landlords

mons profits hy plowing up marginal land

for wheat

and by

planting, 1,200 acres at a time.

increasing greatly the number of

cattle pastured on reduced Jland. The dust
storms today are Nature's reply to such ir-

responsible

The Agricultur,
the problem nearer home,
Prince Fdward Island farm economy.
devastation is going on on a smaller scale,

gambling and land abuse.

in terms

hut the long-term effects might be equally

cisastrons.

Field observations have shown

that the thickness of our surface soil, in

the virgin state, is around eight Inches.

much of our cultivated land, however, the
averaze thickness is around five inches, and

very offen

four inches. Other obvious evi-

dences of the ernsion that has occurred in
the past, and is still taking place, was pro-
vidad by the denuded and impoverished hill-
sides, and the severe gullying in some locali-

ties.  The
caused by

able until

‘materially.

get behind
every way.

rect hearing on our farm productivity.
we could conecentrate on this prokiem as we
have done in the case of bovine tuberculosis
‘we might vet set an example to all Canada
in progressive land rehabilitation. We have
the experts who can conduct the intensive
detailed surveys required, and it is for our
“farm organizations and farmers gonerally to

most serious damage has been
the slow cumulative action of

sheet erosion, which is usually not notice-
an advanced
reached and ecrvop production has decreased

stage has  been

Facts such as these have a di-
If

the movement and support it in

Parliament

der public

these were
Private

"huding the

Canada’s Hansard

1t Is Interesting to note, from an article
fn a mainland exchange, that the Canadian

was twenty years anead of its

British counterpart in putting out an of-
ficial Hansard published and paid for un-

auspices. From 1867 to 1875

Canada had no Hansard, not because the
House didn’t want one, but because the
members and the Government couldn’t

make up their minds how to go about get-
ting a good one.
ports of the Ottawa Times were bound into
books as a semi-official production,

For a few years the re-

and
widely used.
contractors put out a Hansard

for us from 1875 until 1887, commonly Ce-

press gallery of some of its

|

two | will become less

al Institute report brings ports to Communist countries.
of [ long one, is a fairly good barometer of the
The ! international weather.

east of the Rockies increased, requiring

movement has moved steadily eastward

All this livestock
a factor in

each section of the

western
and less of
eastern markets and

means that

country with relatively few cattle| consumed within a relatively short haul.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Tomorrow, Good Friday.
- . -

The season opens today on trout, that is
spdckled or brook trout, and the more en-
| thusiastic anglers will be wetting a line at
practically every accessible stream and lake.
| - LJ L]

! In Paris, 15 NATO nations are working
| towards freeing some of the prohibited ex-
The list, a

|

The widened spread between A and B-1
hogs, from 40 cents to one dollar per hun-

|
|
| . . .
|dredwmght in Regina, has been long de-

On ! manded by those interested in the improve-

It also represents
finai

ment of breeding stock.
a more realistic relationship to the
market value of the product.

- - -
It is well known that Montreallers do
not think highly of Toronto but the out-

side limit seems to be a petition by a Mont-
I'real resident held in Albany, N. Y. for il-
{legal entry. He is reported to have made
lan affidavit that he was threatened that
he “would not live 24 hours if he is in the
custody of the Toronto police.” Appar-
ently he has no such fear of any police in
Quebec.

[N T )

The “Titanic” sank this date 1912.
Striking an iceberg a glancing blow shortly
before midnight on the third day of her
| maiden voyage to New York, she stripped
off her bilaz practically from stem to
stern and sank in less than three hours.
Nearly 1500 persons were drowned. Out
of 2201 passengers only 711 were saved. As
a result of her loss improvements were in-
troduced in life-saving equipment and boat-
drill for passengers became a necessary

| routine.

A demand for federal aid to education

l
4

by increased payments to municipalities
has been made in the Upper Chamber by
Senator John T. Haig. His proposal, says
the Ottawa Citizen, helps to emphasize the
desperate need for devoting more money
to education, especially to the salaries of
teachers. For the teacher shortage con-
tinues throughout the country, amd the
prospect is that it will become greater as
school population rises. Among various ex-
pedients, resort is being had to immigra-
tion. Ontario has just announced a plan
to recruit perhaps 500 teachers in Britain,

and the prtﬁect is already under way.

is

| ﬂe Geaief "Pc_:\'a—r;r

This column is open to the
ot N dente

by corresy
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
ily endorse the opinion of ||
correspondents.

PUBLIC FORUM ‘

CRETE

8ir—Your editorial of April 12

entitled “Laundry Lists Before
Homer” should interest us. If our
school children learned certaln

facts in their geography and his-
tory lessons I think it would give

them a greater interest in and
wider vision of our historical
heritage.

is 2184 square miles; length 110
miles; width b to 35 miles. That
of Crete is, area 3235 square miles;
length 160 miles; width 5 to 35
miles. We have more land fit for
agriculture, yet Crete supports a
population of 438,239, while the
census of 1941 gave our popula-
tion as 95,047. Why such a dlf-
ference?

Crete was the centre of the
Minoan Empire supposed to have
been founded by King Minos about
3000 B.C. Its period of great power
and prosperity was between 2200-
1425 B.C. Crete, the sea base of
a strong thalassocracy, was sit-
uated in the centre roadways of
world traffic at the time and had
the first known naval power. When
the Minoans took possession of the
Greek peninsula there were in the
hinterland a people who retained
their independence. These people
mixed freely with the Minoans,
learned the latter's arts, as hire-
lings manned the Cretan ships,
and as the historian Arnold J.
Toynbee points out they did for
the Minoans what the mauraders
Hengist and Horsa did for Vertl-
gern: they became so strong that
they themselves togok command
of the sea. These people are known
in early history as the Achaean
barbarians. They are the early
fathers of the Hellenic or Greek
Civilization,

The Minoan power declined rap-
idly between 1425-1125. The first

about 1300 B.C. This fatal political
experiment together with that of
Sparta some centuries later is said
to have influenced Plato in his
“Republic.” In the eyes of the
enlightened Greeks the Cretans
became despised mercernaries,
their 'character a byword for all
evil and wickedness. Even in Chris-
tian Apostolic time the unsavory
teputation clung to them: hence a
saying attributed to Epimenides is
quoted by St. Paul in his Epistle
to Titus: “One of themselves, even
A prophet of their own, said, ‘The

Cretans are always liars, evil
beasts, slow bellies'.”
I am, 8ir, etc,
SAXON

MINOR

SNOWPLOW COMPLAINT

8ir,—This is a plain unvarnished
tale about
eration. I live on that part of
Gray's Road which is about the
same width as it was when it was
first opened, which is to say, that
it is very narrow. Well my gate-
way has been completely blocked
all winter from the time when the
Government  snowplough first
went through the road and it is
still blocked up to the present day,
that is April 12. This morning I
measured the depth of the snow
and found it to be 15 inches so
that no vehicles can pass through
the gateway to the road and right
now the snow is of a less depth

plough made it's first trip. After
every trip of that plough I was
obliged to shovel out a path from
my gateway to the narrow etrip
of road made by the plough, then
turn around and clear away the
snow from around and below the
mailbox. The snow bank extended
four to five feet beyond the mail-
box and every time the mail came
the mailman had to get off his
'vehlcle to reach the box, and he
still is forced to do so.

I wrote to the Minister of High'
ways on April 2 stating the above
facts and asked him to send down
the plough to clear . a passage
through my gateway. He - never
replied by word or decd. I there-
fore infer that he is the man re-

For instance, the area of P.EIL.

Communist Government recorded!d;’ t};‘ln k"h“r_"" b“bt I am not """!
in history was set up in Crete 0 now that injustice has |

the snowplough's op-|

than at'any time ‘since the snow-|

‘he o=

THE DONKEY

| The Age Old Story l

For when we were yet without
strength, In due time Christ died
for the ungodly. For scarcely for
a righteaous man will one die:
vet peradventure for a good man
some would even dare to die. But
God deth his love b d
us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.

When fishes flew and forests
walk'd
And figs grew upon thorn,
:Some moment when the moon was
blood

Then surely I was born;

With monstrous head and sicken-
ing cry
And ears like errant wings,
The devil's walking parody
On all four-footed things.

The tatter'd outlaw of the earth,
Of ancient crooked will;
Starve, ascourge, deride me: I am
d

Old Charlottetown

and P. E I
MEMORIAL TABLET

“A Marble Teblet to the memory
of the late Lieutenant Governor

b,
I keep my secret satill. Young was erected in B8t. Paul’s

Church, Charlottetown, in. the
Fools! For I also had my hour; |course of last week, and forms
| Onme far fierce hour and sweet;|one of its principal ornaments.

There was a shout about my ears,
And palms before my feet.

—Q. K. Chesterton.

This monument of departed worth
was executed by Sir Francis Chant-
rey, and is certainly a beautiful
plece of sculpture. The devices are
a likeness of the deceased, his crest,
and a sheathed sword thrust through
a wreath. The following 18 the
inscription:

“Sacred to the memory of Lt.
Colonel 8ir Aretas Willlam Young,
Knt. He served in Ireland as &
Captain in the 13th Regt. of In-
fantry during the Rebellion of 1789.
In Egypt he fought in the ever
memorable Actions of the 8th, 13th,
and 21, March 1801: He after-
wards served in the Mediterranean,
Spain, Portugal, and the West
Indies, and was engaged In the
Battles of Vimeira, the Douro.
Talavera, Busaco, Sobral, and
Redinha, and was present at the
siege of Badajoz, the taking of
Olivenza, and the capture of Gauda-
loupe. After a long and painful ill-
. ness, which he bore with Christian

‘The Minister may say I “‘)t'f]ed'forhitude and resignation, he closed
{him too late in the season. Not his earthly career as Lieutenant
|s0. There was plenty of snow to|Governor of Prince Edward Island,
|remove after the date of my let-!on the 1st of December, 1835, aged
ter 58 years. His gallant conduct as
‘n Soldler, his fearless integrity as

sponsible for this condition. The
man who operates the plough is
not as far as I know the man to
be blamed. He is subject to the
orders he gets from the man high-
er up.

‘The practice of blocking up
gateways in the manner described
lnnd s0 isolating the people so ef-
fected. Maybe, for all I know, the
|approved and authorized method
,of operating mownloughs in this
|Province. If so it should be im-
fmediately condemned and aban-
doned. If it is not the general and
accepted and standard method then
there must be a different and
better method and that better
:mothod has been disregarded and
violated.

{ I must depend on spring weather
now to do the

The Guardian Thuredan, April 15, 1954

The first three days of this week
have been difficult ones for me;
they always are. Sometime before
these observations appear I have
to decide where to go on the morn-
ing of the 15th and the decision
will be governed almost entirely
by road conditions; these, in turn,
are controlled by weather condi-
tions and the Honourable Dougald
McKinnon.

Ordinarily I have nothing what-
ever against our Minister of High-
ways, but in April my thoughts
concerning him are dark and
glowering. For two years or more
I have been trying to get him to
devote more money to the roads
leading to the good fishing spots,
even if it means neglecting the
main highways; but, alas, he
hasn't paid the slightest atten-
tion to my representations. To
make matters worse, he laughs
every time I mention the subject.

It is a well known fact that the
best fishing places are always &
long way from the main roads;
perhaps that is what makes them
that way. At the moment my chief
interest is in getting to a certam’
it

place on Opening Day and
bothers me to realize that Mr
McKinnon doesn’t care one bit

whether I get there or mnot. Well,
I can tell him right now that he
need not expect a vote from me
in the next election.
. e

But why talk about such com-
monplace things as votes at &
time like this? What I was going
to say when another thought came
along and diverted me was that
by & o'clock Thursday morning,
Dgo volente, regardless of the
weather or road conditiong, I shall
be at some place with rod and line
in hand. Just where I don't know
at the moment. Every year the
places available are getting fewer
and fewer. Some thoughtful peo-
ple say it will be only a matter of
time, probably two or three years,
when all the better dams and
streams will be under lease; the
only free ones will be those that
are choked and rendered useless
by polution. Incidentally, this mat-
ter of pollution does not appear to
be getting the attention it de-
serves from Provincial authoritles.
Almost everybody is talking about
it but I haven't heard of anyone
doing much to correct it.

.

I have sald it before and I now
say it again—I know qf no way
to coax a trout to rise to a fly on
the 15th of April, especially, as
seems likely this year, when one
has to break ice to make contact
with water. The meticulous pur-
ists, who regard bait fishing at

father, and a friend, insure him
the respect and esteem of all who
knew him. The remembrance of his
virtues and his affection is fondly
cherished by his afflicted widow and
children, who have caused this
Tablet to be erected.”

any time and under any conditions, a

The Passing Scene

By Observer
PRE-OPENING DAY THOUGHTS

as one of the unpardonable sins,
tell me that this attitude of mine
is merely a psychological cloak to
cover my plebeian fishing habits,

This used to cause me a great
deal of humiliation; more than
once it has made me resort to sur-
reptitious techniques, Instead of
putting the worm on a bare hook,
I would attach it to a fly; then,
if any of the scorners happened
along, it would be a simple thing
to shake the worm off and make
believe I was angling in the best
traditions of orthedoxy.

This year things are golng to
be different; no more shame, no
more humiliation, no more apology,
Why? Well, because during the
winter a friend sent me a copy
of an address delivered before a
meeting of a Fish and Game So-
clety in a mid-West American elty,
The speaker was a noted ichthy-
ologist and a sportsman who, as he
said, “would rather fish than eat,
(This latter will be recognized as
a rhetorical pharse often used but
which ought not to be taken too
literally; I have sald the same
thing many times but I know it
isn't true.)

P

One paragraph of this addres
dealt with the fly-bait controversy
which is general whergver rods
and reels and hooks and lines are
in use. Following are a few quoia-
tions from it: :(1) There is no
special virtue in catching a trous
or a bass or any other fish by
means of & fly or other artificial
lure. (2) There are times when
bait casting requires more dexter-
iity than does fly-casting. (3) Te
a fish a fly is a plaything while a
worm—the smaller the better—ia
an article of food. (4) The fla»
that gets away from a fly has
nothing to show for his adventure
but a sore mouth; the one thas
gets away from a bait hook at
least has something palatable in
his stomach. (This would seem to
infer that from a purely human-
itarian point of view bait fishing
is the more sportsmanlike prac-
tice) (5) Purism in the matter of
angling can be and often is over-
done. S times, if you tch »
very belligerent purist you wijl
find & man who would dearly love
to fish with bait but who s
afraid of Incurring the wrath of
the conformists.

“My own practice”’, oconaluded
this iconoclastic “is ¥
use flies whenever and wherever
there are obvious asigns that the
fish are bent on play, and bait
whenever and wherever they show
unmistakeable signs of being in a
more serious mood.” All of which
has encouraged me to take along
few good worms on Thursdey,
just in case the trout don't feel
like running after every pretty
feather they see, which seems

'more than likely in this kind of

weather. Anyway, however s
comes about, it 8 going to be
good to feel that little tug st the
end of a line after seven months

—Royal Garette, Oct. 24, 1837.

of looking forward to it.

< ATTENTION

Our Planf will be close

morning until 10 a.m.

Charlottetown

SHIPPERS AND PRODUCERS

April 16th. We will be receiving Hogs and other Live-
stock until 5 p.m. Thursday and again on Saturday

CANADA PACKERS LIMITED

LIVESTOCK

d all day GOOD FRIDAY,

Prince Edward Island

work which of-/a Civil Ruler, and his mild and

ficialdom neglected to do. At any]aminble character as a husband, a!

advanced years I am too old to

been done.

| I am, 8ir, etc.,

| C. 8. MacDONALD
|Wood Islands.

Refrigeration

! Repairs To All Makes

MOTORS

Rewinding and Repairs

Have Your Clothes
DRY CLEANED

|

PRESSED ONLY ELECTRICAL
at APPLIANCES
) Repairs
1 RITE - WAY
CLEANERS Palmer Electric
Dial 7387 | Phones 8343 - 8544

|

MEN'S HATS

Spruce up for Easter in

| A snappy new

| MALLORY
HAT

at

’ 8.50
s

or the latest

' BROCK
at

' 5.95

JACK

All the new Spring
Styles and Shades

CAMERON

“The Store For Men”

SALES & SERVICE ‘

THE ISLAND

WEDNESDAY

WILL BE OPEN

and THURSDAY EVENING
APRIL 14th and 15th

AFTERNOON

C.I.L
PAINTS

Bryenton &

157 BREAT

YOUR C.I.L. PAINT HEADQUARTERS

It Costs No More
THEN
Buy The Best!

MacKay Co.

GEORGE ST.

.




