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BOME FOXY PLANNING
S.uck mav be good but in the end
3& nothing on which to depend.

—Reddy Fox.

“T pee WwWe have rather a near
nefphbor,” sald Reddy Fox to Mrs.
Reddy »s they sat talking  things
ever up In the Oid Pasture.

“7  suprose vou niean Johnny
Chuek," sald Mrs. Reddy. “I see he
as  been bullding a new home
aown by the fence between the
Old Pasture and the Green Mea-

4vs. I wonder that he dared to
d.ig a home so short a distance
from our own.”

Reddy grinved. It was a toothy
grin. “He probably thinks he's
s0 smart that it doesn’t matter
how near he lives,” sald he. .
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“I don't know that it does. He
may be right about this," said Mrs.
Reddy.

“We’ll have to admit that he is
smart,” said Reddy, “We haven't
yet been smart enough ourseives to
catch him, and goodness knows we
have tried often enough. I wonder
what made him leave his home on
the Green Meadows and come up
here to the Old rasture.”

It was Mrs. Reddy's turn to

chuckle, “Perhaps he is doing it
just to show us that he isn't afraid
of us”, sald she. “Have you look-

ed his house over?”

“I looked his doorway over, if
that's what you mean,” replied Red-
dy. “The doorway isn't big en-

ough for one of us to get through

and of course the hall inside 1s
smaller still. I looked around for
a back door, but I didn't find one.”
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“I did the same thing with the
same result,” replied Mrs. Reddy.
“We'll have to do a little planning.
I think we better keep away from
him for a while,”

Reddy nodded in agreement.
“Quite right, my dear. Quite right,”
said he. ” s

“If we keep away from his neigh-
borhood and don’t bother him,
he may by and by grow ‘careless.
Then we may have a chance to
catch him,” declared Mrs. Reddy.

“I would llke to catch him if for
no other reason than to prove that
we are as amart as he is. BJ far
he has outsmarted us, and we have
to admit it,” said Reddy.

“Just now, he is sticking close to
his home. I guess he hasn't finished
it yet. Later he won't stick close
to it said Mrs. Reddy.

“As usinl you are right, my dear,”
sald Reddy. He usually agrees with
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Reddy grinned. It was A'too!h-ykgrln.

Mrs. Reddy. Perhaps he has found
it the best policy.

“The thing to do,” eald Mrs.
Reddy, “is to wait untll he is
through with house building and in-
stead of thinking of that, is think-
ing of his stomach. It is when he is
getting fat that we should have the
best chance of catching him.”

“It we keep away from him,” sald
Reddy, “he will in time get care-
less, as I said before. Everybody
does that. We do it ourselves.”

“There is a lot of sweet clover
growing near the edge of the Green
Meadows right where he can get it
without going far from his door-
step, but when he has eaten that,
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he will have to go farther away,”
sald Mrs. Reddy.

“Quite true, my dear,” replied
Reddy. “Furthermore, even if he
doesn’t eat all that which is close
at hand, he will after awhile get
to thinking that perhaps some other
clover. will be sweeter, and will go
looking for it. We'll just keep track
of him, and when the time comes
that he ventures farther away,
we'll be ready for him.”

“We'll look around and see where
the clover is growing thickest and
best. That is where Johnny will
RO Sooner or later. Trust him to
know the hest and find it,” said
Mrs. Reddy.

So Reddy and Mrs. Reddy took
care.not to bother Johnny Chuck
in any way. Only at night did
they go near his home. Then they
thoroughly looked it over. Of course,
they didn’t forget to look for back

or more because they know Johnny
and his ways so thoroughly that
they knew he wouldn’t think of

doors, They were sure he had one| d

! Contract Bridge

ﬁ By Josephine Culbertson
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CLOSE DOUBLE

The best time to make close doub-
Jes is when your partner has bid
a suit in which you are very short.
Consider today's’ deal. Few players
would choose the action Wes%: took
on the second round; vet it was by
far the most profitable.
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It goes without saying that the
Q-8-4 is not an ideal trump hold-
ing on which to double the oppon-
ents at a low level, particularly
when the doubled suit is a major
and the enemy will go geme if suc-
cessful, Nevertneless, West's double
was a sound investmen®. East had
shown some strength by bidding at
the two-level; West had a single-
ton in his partner's suit (a fact
which immediately cast doubt up-
on the notrump picture) : and there
was no reason to feel that Hast
had spade support. In any event,
East would not be rigidiy bound by
the double — it he was short in
hearts and had game aspirations at
spades or notrump, he could an-
nounce the fact at his next turn.

Actually, as will be observed,
Fast-West could not have made
game at any denomination, and so
their greatest profit was in doub!-
ing two hearts.

West opened his singleton dla-
mond; East won and returned the
diamond jack — this suit prefer-
ence signal implying that East
wanted A spade return. After ruf-
fing the diamond West led the ace
and queen'of spades, inviting part-
ner to ruff if he could. East did
ruff, and his diamond return gave
West a second ruff in the sult. West
then simply exited with a high
spade, and after declarer had
drawn trumps he had to lead away
from his club holding and give the
opponents two tricks in that suit,
‘The result was a 300-poin% penal-
tv. .

living In & home without a back
door. One night, they found &
back door. It wasn't the perfect
one he had first made, still it was
a very good and well hidden back

oor.
“We'll get him,” said Reddy. He
sounded more confident than he
really felt.
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By Cliffo-d McBride
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THAT AFTERNOON
NAP T HAD WAS SO
REFRESHING ! JARVIS -
WERE THERE ANY _~/-
CALLS FOR ME? | °
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J156S PHONED -
TLL CALL HIM
BACK !
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By Edwins

WELL, WHEN GRAN’MA’'S
LENDIN' LIBRARY BOOK
FELL--ETHEL GRABBED IT
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-"AN’ WOULDN
GIVE IT BA
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MAMMY YOKUM ~AH BIN
MARRIED TO YORE SON SINCE
MARCH 29 M= AN’ IN ALL
THET TIME HE=HE =

[DID THE BOOK FALL BY

ACCIDENT-«OR WAS IT
PROPELLED THROUGH THE
AIR BY FORCE?%%
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AHL YOUNG MAN, I WOULD ADVISE
YOU TO DROP THIS SUIT AGAINST
ETHEL IMMEDIATELY, AND
— SETTLE %ur OF

By Al Capp
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