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FROM L’ABBE R AYNAL TO 'rm: ;
~not to reject useful truths, I

“havelong dared to spcak to kings
of their duty; permit me now
~to speak toa peoplé of their er-
“fors, and to the representatives
of tbc people of the dangers with -

‘N'A'T ION AL ASSEMBLY.
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- ‘N arriving in this Capltaer

after along absence, my
~ heart-and looks are turned to-
 wards you; and I should have
thrown myself at the . fect of -
_your august Assembly, would
my 4gé and infirmities suffer e
to. speak to youﬁ,ﬁw“fhogt too

strong an emotion, of the great'

things which you have done, and
of acil that rémains for you to
do, in order to copfer upon this

agitated land that Peace, ‘Liber-
ty, and Prosparuy, which itis pu

your mtention to procure us.
Do not-imagine, Gentlemen,
that T am one of those who are

—ignorant of the indefatigable zeal,

the talents, the information, and
—the—couragewhich —you. haye_

shewn in your immense labours.
A syfficient number of other

persons bave addressed you upon .

—these subjgets ; a sufficient num-
ber have reminded you of the ti-
tle which you havetc the csteem
of the nation : for- my- part whe-
ther you consider me as a citizen

“availing himself of his right to
Pctxtwn—orwhcthﬁf, in mdulg-

_ing my gratitudé iman unincum=

bered flight, you permit an old-

friend of liberty to:restore to
you what he is indebted, for the

laws; the-
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";protechon ‘with whxch you “Bave

honoured -him, I beseech you

which we are all threatened.
I confess ‘that I profoundly

lament . the disorders and the
<crimes which have eovered this -
‘emplre with mournin
‘be “true, thit' I mu t recollect

S Cdni it

with" horror, that T am one of

:Mthose who, in tcstxfymg a gene-
rousindignation against arbitrary
power,
centionsness ? Do religion, the
r&yalﬂthanfy, the

ve pcrhaps armed hi-

bli¢ order, require back from
philosophy and reason, the ties

which united them to that great

society of the French nation, as
if, in pursuing abuses, in stating

the rights of the. peoplc, and the
duties of the prince, our efforts -

had criminally breken these ties?
Bat no, the bold conceptions of -
philosophy were never present-
ed by usas the rigorous measures
for acts of legislation. Youcan-
not attribute to us as €rrors what

could only result from a false in-
terpretation of: our pnncxples

And yet ready to descend into
the grave, ready to quit this

immense—family;  of —which-I-
“have so ardently wished the wels
fare, what do I see around mc,

Religious troubles, civil dissen-

J“ | oo\

-of the laws surreunded
. governablé meh, who will alter-
- wmately

‘3them

dare to decide upon :ﬂl pohncal

‘ting the former government; bew

“tablishment of the
thority asthe only iieting of safe-
ty, no one wilk adcuse me of be- R

tlons, the contentlons of .somc, FERENN
the audacity and passions of o-
thers, a government enslaved by
popular tyranny, the - sanctuary

either- dictate “or Brave
soldidrs without disel-
line, chiefs without authority,

'mimsters without imeans, a king, .
‘the first friend of his people,

‘plunged into af-ﬁxmon, cutragcd

threatened, deprived of all au-  '_‘?

thority, and the public power. -
existing but in those 'Clibs, —
where ignorant and brotal men .

qucstxens :

Such, Genflcmen, is Beydnd kR
all déubt, the true situation of
France. Another, crbaps,wwld Ropeacss
not dare to tell it. you; but I
dare, because I consider it as my
duty ; because I am on the verge

of cighty years of age ; because—

no one .can acctse me of rég‘ret-, A l‘fl

cause, m lamcntln&ovcr the 1 pr o i
sent state of desolation of the =
church of France, no.one canace
cuse me of bcmgafanmc pricst
becausein considering the re~es= ¢
legitimate-au=

ofgmc partizanof despotisnt,dnd .~ e
cxpecting favours from it;
because, in attacking be; T
those writers - who | '

the kmgdom into a - ﬂamc. and o
perverted its undcrstandmg, no =




